
A letter to the families of Faith Baptist Church: 

This coming Sunday will mark the sixteenth week since we have gathered 
physically…sixteen. I have missed you and am happy to be gathering once again this 
weekend. However, as you may have assumed, things will be different. Some of the 
changes will probably last for a short time, while others may never go away. I do not want 
us to get distracted with changes to methods (Lord’s Supper will be different for 
example), rather embrace those adjustments so that we can carry out the principles and 
functions of the church. What I’m asking is that we not automatically think of change as a 
bad thing. Instead, let’s work together to make good changes (not just necessary ones) 
that might impact our church and the Kingdom in a positive way for years to come. 

What follows this letter are guidelines for regathering, fasting, and praying. I pray that 
you would consider joining us in a time of fasting and prayer over the weekend. It’s 
roughly forty hours long. We are asking God to renew us, revive us, give us spiritual 
insight and power, and draw us close to Him. The prayer prompts are there to guide and 
challenge us on this journey. Ask God for an expectant heart for what He might do this 
weekend. 

The guidelines for regathering are not necessarily difficult, just different. I am stating 
clearly, once again, that if it would be unwise for you to gather on Sunday then please 
stay home. For some of us, just because we can gather doesn’t mean we should gather. If 
this is you and you’re struggling with this decision, please know that nobody is thinking 
less of you or holding your decision against you. These are unusual circumstances and we 
want you to stay safe. We will continue to have the Zoom link open for anyone to join in 
by computer or phone. So, if you stay home you can still be with us. I understand it’s not 
the same, but for some of us it might be the right thing to do for now. 

I am grateful for your patience during this time. Pray for more as we continue this next 
phase together. Remain hopeful. Remain faithful. Jesus is our cornerstone; His is a 
foundation that is unshakeable. Let that encourage us to walk with Him individually and 
corporately today. 

See you very soon… 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Andrew 

 



Guidelines for Gathering 

This is a list of odds and ends as we think about coming back together. The list is in no 
particular order. 

- Every other pew will be marked off. If you sit on a pew with another person/family, 
please leave 6 feet between families. 

- Please wear a mask. If you do not have a mask one will be provided for you. Please 
help us in this matter. 

- The sanctuary, the main hallways, and the restrooms will be the only spaces open. All 
other rooms will be locked, including the fellowship hall/kitchen. 

- Please use the restroom before you come in order to limit the traffic in our halls and 
restrooms. 

- If you are sick, please stay home. 
- The water fountain is working; however, it is recommended that you bring your own 

water if that is something you might need. 
- There will be no children’s church or nursery. We welcome children of all ages to join 

us for our service. Parents, we want you and your families to gather with us! However, 
we understand that this may not be reasonable for all our families. We respect your 
decision as a family to stay home if needed. If you have any specific questions or 
concerns, I would be happy to talk those over with you. Again, we do not mind your 
children and are happy to see them. They are a blessing, not a distraction. They are 
our future, and we love them very much. 

- There will be someone with hand sanitizer at each entrance of the sanctuary. Please 
take some and wash your hands going in and going out of the sanctuary. 

- We will not be passing an offering plate. Ushers will be at each exit following the 
service. You may drop your offering in the plate at that time. You may also continue to 
mail your offering or give online. 

- At this time, we will not be handing out bulletins. 
- Please consider social distancing when we are talking with one another. We are 

excited to see each other, but please refrain from shaking hands and giving hugs. Let’s 
help one another in these areas. 

- Lastly, but maybe most importantly, please respect one another’s conscience. Some 
may feel we don’t need any precautions. If that’s you, please follow them all the more 
out of love for your brothers and sisters. Some may feel we need stricter guidelines. If 
that’s you, do what you think is best for you, but don’t demean others who don’t feel 
the same way you do. Respect one another. There is surely right and wrong in some of 
the ways we ought to operate, but mostly there is gray. Let’s show grace upon grace 
as we walk through these days together. 


