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DAILY
DEVOTIONAL

DAY 1
Dear brothers and sisters, 
we can’t help but thank God 
for you, because your faith is 
flourishing and your love for 
one another is growing.
2 Thessalonians 1:3 NLT

Who in your life is hard to love? 

Maybe it’s a brother or a sister, a step-

parent, that difficult teammate, or that 

kid in your math class. Whoever it is, 

certain relationships can be harder 

than others. Believe it or not, God will 

often use hard relationships as a way 

to change us into more and more of 

who we were meant to be—people 

who reflect God. Learning to love 

those who are sometimes difficult to 

love is part of what it means to be 

more like Jesus. 

Today, spend time praying about a 
hard relationship in your life. Then 
ask God to show you how much 
God cares for that person, then 
challenge yourself to let God’s 
love grow in you, and be displayed 
towards that person.  

DAY 2
Listen to advice and accept 
discipline, and at the end you 
will be counted among the 
wise. 
Proverbs 19:20 NIV

Do you have people in your life who 
will call you out for doing unwise 
things? What about someone you 
can call to ask for advice in a tough 
situation? At some point you’re going 
to need someone. We all do.  Whether 
it’s doing the wrong thing that upsets 
a friend, making a bad decision, or 
failing a big test, there will be times 
the wisdom and help of someone else 
will be necessary to us. We can listen 
to the advice of someone we trust, 
take responsibility for our actions, and 
find ways to move forward. 

Today, make a list of 2 adults who 
you could go to for advice. Reach 
out to them just to check-in, and 
open the lines of communication 
starting today. 

DAY 6
Carry each other’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ. 
Galatians 6:2 NIV

We all carry stuff. Not just our 
schoolbooks or our sports gear. We 
carry heavier stuff. The emotional 
things that weigh us down. Thoughts 
in the back of our head that say we 
aren’t enough, we’re unlovable, or 
that we won’t amount to anything. 
We remain quiet about these things 
because we are scared no one else 
has ever had the same thought or 
that somehow, we’ll get in trouble. 
But God wants us to have the sort 
of friendships where we can choose 
to be vulnerable and open up to 
someone about the stuff that matters. 

This week, if you feel like you are 
burdened by something, start 
thinking about what it looks like to 
talk with your Small Group Leader 
or another trusted adult about 
what you’re going through. 

DAY 7
And now, just as you accepted 
Christ Jesus as your Lord, you 
must continue to follow him. Let 
your roots grow down into him, 
and let your lives be built on 
him. Then your faith will grow 
strong in the truth you were 
taught, and you will overflow 
with thankfulness. 
Colossians 2:6-7 NLT

Write the verse out on a card and 
place it on your bathroom mirror. 
When you see it, take time to read 
it out loud.



DAY 3
The righteous choose their 
friends carefully, but the way of 
the wicked leads them astray. 
Proverbs 12:26 NIV

For our faith to thrive, we need other 
people. Jesus had friends, and His 
followers saw the importance of 
community. Think about what makes 
someone a great friend. Maybe 
you think about your best friend, a 
friendship from the latest Netflix show, 
or why you think you make a good 
friend. Now for a tough question: do 
the people that you spend time with 
reflect the qualities of great friends? 
When we choose our friends carefully, 
we aren’t putting up walls to certain 
people and saying we can’t know 
them at all. It means we are intentional 
with who we let influence us. 

Today, text one of your friends, 
encouraging them in growing their 
faith, or simply letting them know 
you’re there for them. 

DAY 4
Then the way you live will 
always honor and please 
the Lord, and your lives will 
produce every kind of good 
fruit. All the while, you will 
grow as you learn to know God 
better and better.
Colossians 1:10 NLT 

Think about someone in your life 
who lives out their faith in a way you 
can see. The reason you likely know 
what they believe is that they do 
more than just talk about what they 
believe. You see them live their lives 
in a way where their actions line up 
with what they believe. One benefit of 
surrounding ourselves with those who 
share our faith is that it can impact us 
in a way that draws us closer to Jesus. 
It may even draw others to Him, too! 
It’s amazing to know other people can 
be used to bring more people to God! 

Here’s a challenge for today: How 
can you live in a way that shows 
your faith to others and draws more 
people to God?  

DAY 5
As iron sharpens iron, so a 
friend sharpens a friend. 
Proverbs 27:17 NLT 
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Iron is often used to build weapons 
and knives, and what is one key 
characteristic these tools have in 
common? They are sharp. But you 
can’t sharpen an iron spear with just 
anything. You need something as 
hard as the iron, or else the blade will 
stay dull forever. Every day, you are 
surrounded by other people: friends, 
teachers, parents, siblings, mentors, 
and more. And whether you realize it 
or not, all of these people impact your 
life and who you are becoming. Many 
of your decisions and actions are 
probably influenced by these people; 
maybe your parents set a curfew for 
you, or maybe your friends help you 
choose what to wear, or where to go. 
But the influence doesn’t stop there. 
Your peers are some of the most im-
portant driving forces in helping you 
grow your faith. We are not created 
to go through life alone. In fact, we 
are created to live in a community. 
The friends and mentors you have, in 

the same way that iron sharpens iron, 
will help you ‘sharpen’ your faith and 
grow closer to God. Whether you’re 
asking your mentors questions about 
God and the bible, or your friends are 
holding you accountable, surrounding 
yourself with people who are 
following Jesus will help you love God 
and your neighbors more.
 
Today, send a thank you message 
to someone who helps you grow in 
your faith or ask God to help you 
find that kind of person to have in 
your life.


