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DAY 1
So you see, faith by itself isn’t 
enough. Unless it produces 
good deeds, it is dead and 
useless.
 James 2:17 NLT

Real faith grows. It doesn’t remain a 
copy—or a counterfeit—of someone 
else’s faith. Like seeds planted in a 
garden, the result of real and growing 
faith is good deeds. Have you ever 
planted a seed in a garden but 
nothing sprouted? Whether it was 
the soil the seed was in or the seed 
itself, when it didn’t grow into a plant, 
the seed became useless. Just like a 
seed is supposed to produce a plant, 
God wants your faith to produce 
something. God wants your faith to 
produce action—something others 
will take notice of and something that 
draws you closer to God as well! 

Talk to someone farther along in 
their faith this week about how 
they’ve shown their faith through 
action. 

DAY 2
In the same way, let your good 
deeds shine out for all to see, so 
that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father.
Matthew 5:16 NLT

Do you sometimes find yourself doing 
good things just to get recognized for 
it? It’s easy to be kind or help someone 
when we know other people will cheer 
for us. As a follower of Jesus, we are 
encouraged to do good deeds, not so 
that the attention will be given to us, 
but so that the attention will be given 
to God. We are meant to draw others 
to God through the good that we do. 
So, point back to how good God is. 

Look for opportunities to grow 
your personal faith by doing good 
deeds even if no one else sees what 
you are doing because God can 
even use our secret actions to grow 
our faith and draw people toward 
following Jesus. 

DAY 6
Keep putting into practice all 
you learned and received from 
me—everything you heard from 
me and saw me doing. Then the 
God of peace will be with you. 
Philippians 4:9 NLT 

Habits are tough to start, and harder 
to keep up with. Seriously—has 
anyone ever actually kept a New Year’s 
Resolution? Part of our faith includes 
these actions that help us to grow 
closer to other people, and ultimately 
help us grow our relationship with 
Jesus. Things like praying, talking 
about our life with our Small Groups, 
reading our Bible, and volunteering 
with others are some (not all) of these 
practices, or habits, that can help our 
faith thrive. 

Today, think about one habit that 
you want to start—and stick with—
to help your faith grow, and plan 
to try to make it more of a habit. 
Share this idea with your Small 
Group Leader or a friend who can 
help encourage you in this decision!

DAY 7
Memory Verse: And now, just 
as you accepted Christ Jesus as 
your Lord, you must continue to 
follow him. Let your roots grow 
down into him, and let your 
lives be built on him. Then your 
faith will grow strong in the 
truth you were taught, and you 
will overflow with thankfulness. 
Colossians 2:6-7 NLT

It’s easy to come up with our own ideas 
about what God is like. Sometimes 
we’re right and other times, not so 
much. If you’ve ever had a thought and 
wondered “was that from God, just 
my own thought, or something else 
completely?”, know that memorizing 
scripture helps us know the truth 
about who God is, and it helps us get 
better and better at recognizing when 
it’s God speaking to us. Scripture and 
the principles we learn from it is truth 

that we can count on. 

Create a photo with a picture 
editing app that allows you to put 
the verse over a cool picture you 
like.



DAY 3
But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory both now and forever! 
Amen.
2 Peter 3:18 NIV

Part of becoming more like Jesus 
means that we should always be 
growing. We should always be 
becoming more mature in our faith 
and more like Him in our lives. But it’s 
one thing to know all the right things 
to do in order to grow; it’s another to 
actually do them. The more we learn 
about Jesus, the more we should be 
inspired to act like Him. By acting 
like Him, we will grow to become 
more like Him, making our faith more 
authentic. 

Pray that as you learn about Jesus 
that you will strive to act more like 
Him and grow deeper in your faith 
in Him, starting today.

DAY 4
It’s not important who does 
the planting, or who does the 
watering. What’s important is 
that God makes the seed grow.
1 Corinthians 3:7 NLT

Can you remember the first time you 
went to church, heard about Jesus or 
learned something about God that 
you’ve never forgotten? Whether you 
realized it at the time or not, God 
was using these outside influences 
to grow your faith. The cool thing is 
that it doesn’t really matter how you 
first learned about Jesus, or even who 
told you about Him; what matters is 
that God was in all those moments 
and using those people, so you 
could continue to grow closer in your 
relationship with God! 

Take time this week to write a letter, 
or send a quick text message to 
someone who has influenced your 
faith, and thank them. Share with 
them how God used them to grow 
your faith into a more authentic 
faith. 

DAY 5
But don’t just listen to God’s 
word. You must do what it says. 
Otherwise, you are only fooling 
yourselves. 
James 1:22 NLT 
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Have you ever had a friend or leader 
who told you not to do something, 
and the very next thing they do is 
the thing they told you to never do? 
Did you lose respect for that person? 
In life we tend to shy away from, or 
dislike leaders who just tell us things 
we should do, or who make rules to 
follow without modeling it themselves. 
I know, for me at least, I tend to follow 
a leader who follows the rules that 
they set for others.
 
This is what James is talking about 
when he says we can’t just read and 
listen to the Bible and what God says 
in it. We must do just as it says or 
else we are fooling ourselves. If we 
aren’t practicing the things we learn 
in the Bible, then we are not actually 
learning anything or growing. To truly 
learn and be more like Jesus we must 
take the things we learn and read in 

the Bible, and live them out in our 
lives. This is what makes our faith 
more real.

Our actions can grow our faith. That’s 
why I challenge you this upcoming 
week to follow and practice the 
two greatest commandments Jesus 
laid out for us: to love and pursue 
God through reading the Bible, and 
practicing the things we learn in it, 
and loving our neighbors as ourselves.

What is one way you can love your 
neighbor this week?


