
“Measuring Up!” 
Daniel 5 

 
 
Death of Nebuchadnezzar : 
• Amel Marduk—on the throne for two years. (see 2 Kings 25:27-30) 
• Nergal-Sharezer—died 4 years latter. (see Jeremiah 39:3,13) 
• Labashi-Marduk—murdered 9 months later by Nabonidus. 
• Nabonidus—had a son Belshazzar. 

 
Daniel 5:1-6, “King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine 
with them. While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver 
goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father (predecessor, ancestor) had taken from the temple in 
Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them.  
 
So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and 
the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. As they drank the wine, 
they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.  
 
Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the 
lamp stand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. His face turned pale and he 
was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way.” 
 
Spiritual Truth: Belshazzar is treating the holy as unholy. 
 
 Leviticus 8:10-11, “Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and 

everything in it, and so consecrated them. He sprinkled some of the oil on the altar and all its 
utensils and the basin with its stand, to consecrate them.” 

 
 Consecrated: Hebrew – qadas – to be clean, pronounce clean, consecrated unto God, set apart as 

holy.  
 

2 Timothy2:20-21, “In a wealthy home (great/large house) there are not only gold and silver 
vessels, but also ones made of wood and clay, and some are for honorable use, but others 
for ignoble use (vessels used for refuse or excrement). So if someone cleanses himself of 
such behavior, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart, useful for the Master, 
prepared for every good work.” (NET Bible) 
 
Ephesians 4:11-13, “It was he (Jesus) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare (equip) God’s 
people (saints) for the work of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in knowledge of the Son of God.” (See Ephesians 1:1,4) 

 



2 Corinthians 1:21-21, “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He 
anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.” 

 
Spiritual Truth: We are holy vessels in the house of the Lord. 
 
• 42% of men and 25% women 
• Chuck Gerba, microbiology at University of Arizona – 7000 samples from several hundred 
workstations researching bacteria per square inch: 
 
   25,000   Toilet seat 
   21,000   Telephone 
   3000    Desktop 
   50     Keyboard 
 
Roger, “I’m not the person I used to be, and I’m not the person I want to be, but I’m more that 
person God wants me to be than I’ve ever been before.” 
 
Daniel 5:10-28 “The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet 
hall. ‘O king, live forever!’ she said. ‘Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! There is a man in your 
kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him….call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the 
writing means.’ 
 
 
 
So Daniel was brought before the king and the king said to him, ‘Are you Daniel, one of the exiles 
my father the king brought from Judah?’… ‘If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, 
you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be made 
the third highest ruler in the kingdom.’ Then Daniel answered the king, ‘You may keep your gifts 
for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the 
king and tell him what it means….your father Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that the Most High 
God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes. But you his son 
(successor), O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself though you knew all this. Instead, you have 
set yourself, though you knew all this. Instead you have set yourself up against the Lord of 
heaven…’” 
 
Spiritual Truth: We often avoid responsibility for knowing truth because we want to do what we 
want to do. 

J. Philip Newell, “The Gospel of Christ, which means good news of Christ, is given to tell us not 
what we already know but what we do not know. It is given not to tell us that we have failed, 
because we already know that about ourselves. That is not good news. It is given to tell us what 
we have forgotten, and that is who we are.” 

 



Mene: God has numbered the day of your reign and brought it to an end. 
 
Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
 
Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians. 
 
Ezra 1:2,7-8, “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has…appointed 
me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah…” 
 
Ezra 8:28-29, “I said to them, ‘you as well as these articles are consecrated to the LORD. The silver 
and gold are a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers. Guard them carefully until 
you weigh them out in the chambers of the house of the LORD in Jerusalem….’” 
 
Spiritual Truth: Vessels that have been treated as unholy can be treated as holy again. 
 
 



Daniel is a book well-known for the lion’s den and fiery furnace; but the Daniel offers us so much 
more than familiar stories. It shows us how to live a life of integrity and witness in a culture that 
doesn’t honor God. As our culture continues to slip further away from God, Christ followers often 
find themselves living like Daniel—exiles in a foreign land. It takes courage to live a life of obedience 
to God when we’re being pulled in an opposite direction. Courage in Chaos—that’s what we can 
learn from Daniel. 
 
CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER 
Open up your time together by answering one of these questions: 
 What one person in your life has had the most positive influence on you? Most negative? 
 In our passage today, Belshazzar (the king) only had one day to live. What would you do 

differently today if you knew you were going to meet God tomorrow? 
 
 
REFLECT ON SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 
What is your primary takeaway from Sunday’s message? 
 
 
ENGAGE WITH GOD’S WORD 
Read Daniel 5:1-4 
1. The events in this chapter take place in 539 BC, the year (the very night) of the fall of Babylon to 

the Medo-Persian army led by Cyrus the Great. The Babylonians considered their city 
impregnable. They had twenty years of food supplies on hand and the fresh water of the 
Euphrates River flowed through the heart of the city. With that background, what do you think 
motivated Belshazzar to have this feast? 

 
2. How does their pride take sin to an even deeper level? 
 
Read Daniel 5:5-9 
3. In what types of situations do you hear people say, “The handwriting was on the wall?” Did they 

listen to the handwriting or fail to heed it and learn a lesson the hard way?  
 
4. How do we know that the king immediately recognized that the handwriting on the wall 
 corresponded to some kind of spiritual problem? 
 
5. Having just witnessed a supernatural sign of God, what is the one spiritual reaction of which 
there’s no hint? What might have been the correct, first reaction that should have been taken? 



 
Read Daniel 5:10-17 
5. How did the queen describe Daniel? 
 
6. From what you have learned about Daniel’s character so far, how do you think he dealt with 
being demoted and sidelined during King Belshazzar’s reign? What do you think got him through 
those times? 
 
Read Daniel 5:18-31 
7. When Daniel was recalled to serve the king, how did he display humility and boldness vs. pride 
and timidity? 
 
8. What insights into the nature of Belshazzar’s sins can you find in verses 18-23? 
 
9. How does this chapter demonstrate that seventy years of life under Babylon’s influence had not 

broken down Daniel’s convictions? 
 
 
APPLY DANIEL’S MESSAGE TO YOUR LIFE 
10.  How would you have reacted if you had been at the banquet and you saw a “hand” writing on 
the wall? Have you ever had a spiritual experience that seemed a bit mystic? 
 
11.  God revealed his wrath at the moment when what was intended to be kept holy was used for 

sin. The Bible calls us God’s vessels (2 Corinthians 4:7). With that in mind, what message might 
God have for us today? 

 
12.  What contemporary examples come to mind of people mocking God by demeaning sacred 
things as Belshazzar did with the temple goblets?  
 
13. Daniel explains that Belshazzar should have learned humility from Nebuchadnezzar’s remarkable 
testimony, recorded in chapter four. In what ways have you learned from the mistakes of those 
around you? 
 
14. God again demonstrates His control over kings and kingdoms and that His plan will not be 
thwarted. How does this  encourage you? How does this challenge you? 
 
15.  Daniel recorded the failure of Babylon’s wisemen to interpret messages from God in chapters 2, 
3 and 5. What does he want his readers to conclude from this? How does this apply to our 
contemporary situation.? 


