
“Oh Lord, It’s Hard to be Humble!” 
Daniel 4 

 
 God is opposed to pride because it brings conflict to community and hinders servant hood.  
 
God approached Nebuchadnezzar through a dream and tried to reason with him; but the king did 
not listen. 
 
 Isaiah 1:18, “Come let us reason together.” 
 
Ron Wallace an Old Testament scholar: Parable of the sower and the seed.  
 

• The seed doesn’t change. 
• The farmer doesn’t change. 
• The soil (our hearts) determine whether or not fruit is produced. 

 
Daniel 4:25, “You’ll be driven away from people and live like a wild animal; you will eat grass like 
cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms on earth and gives them to 
anyone he wishes.”  
 
Daniel 4:27, “Therefore, take my advice, O King. Renounce (Break off) your sins by doing what is 
right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity 
will continue.” 
 
 “Do justice” this is, in part, an economic term meaning fair distribution of resources. The 
 corresponding word in Hebrew means “to be favorable, kind, gracious, to have pity and mercy – 
 to make lovely.” 
 
Jeremiah 18:1-6, “This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: ‘Go down to the potter’s 
house and there I will give you my message.’ So I went down to the Potter’s house, and I saw him 
working at the wheel. But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands so the 
potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him…the Lord said, ‘…can I not do 
with you as this potter does?’” 
 
 Hebrews 12:5-6, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart 
 when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone 
 he accepts as children.” 
 
 Dave Berry, “Dave what is the essence of parenthood? I always answer, ‘Lowering your   
 standards.’” 
 
 



 Question: Is there an area of your life that you sense God is placing you on the potter’s wheel and 
 you are having to make a choice between letting him shape you into his image, or asking him to 
 lower his standard? 
 
 
Daniel 4:34, “At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my 
sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.” 
 
2 Corinthians 4:6-7, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us.” 
 
 



Daniel is a book well-known for the lion’s den and fiery furnace; but the Daniel offers us so much 

more than familiar stories. It shows us how to live a life of integrity and witness in a culture that 

doesn’t honor God. As our culture continues to slip further away from God, Christ followers often 

find themselves living like Daniel—exiles in a foreign land. It takes courage to live a life of obedience 

to God when we’re being pulled in an opposite direction. Courage in Chaos—that’s what we can 

learn from Daniel. 

 

CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER 

Open up your time together by answering one of these questions: 

 Have you ever been in the position to speak truth or bad news to someone in authority over you? 

How did it go? 

 Who do you turn to first when you need help? 

 

 

REFLECT ON SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 

What is your primary takeaway from Sunday’s message? 

 

 

ENGAGE WITH GOD’S WORD 

Read Daniel 4:1-3 

1. How does Nebuchadnezzar's proclamation in 4:1-3 differ from what he expressed in Daniel 3:28-

 29? 
28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who 

has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s 

command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except 

their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say 

anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their 

houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 

 

 

 



Read Daniel 4:4-18 

2. Why do you think that Daniel was the last person to be called upon in interpreting the king’s 

 dream when he had already established a reputation of being able to interpret dreams? 

 

3. In verse 8, Nebuchadnezzar talks about Daniel by the name “Belteshazzar.” What might we learn 

from this passage about Nebuchadnezzar and his relationship to Daniel and to the one true 

God?  

 

Read Daniel 4:19-27 

4. Is there anything that surprises you about how Daniel treated King Nebuchadnezzar? 

 

5. God warned Nebuchadnezzar and gave him a chance to repent but he didn’t. Why was it so hard 

for him to repent? 

 

Read Daniel 4:28-37 

6. When did the fulfillment of the vision take place?  

 

7. What was the first thing King Nebuchadnezzar did when his sanity was restored?  

 

8. Nebuchadnezzar becomes even greater when he is restored to his kingdom, what reasons does 

he give for his worship of the King of heaven? 

 

9. Three times in this chapter God's purpose for giving the dream is repeated (vv. 17, 25, 32). Why 

 do you think God was so intent on impressing Nebuchadnezzar with his sovereign authority 

 instead of his grace or his love? 

 

 

APPLY DANIEL’S MESSAGE TO YOUR LIFE 

10.  Sometimes we gain fresh insight into God's character and ways as we wrestle with a hard aspect 

of God's truth. What is the hardest thing about this chapter for you to accept? What does that hard 

lesson teach you about how God works in our lives to bring us to Christlikeness? 

 

11.  Nebuchadnezzar’s pride is the focus of Daniel 4. Do you consider yourself a proud person? If not, 

why not? If so, why? 

 

 

 



 

12.  King Nebuchadnezzar turned to his wise men who he’s experienced to be ineffective. Why don’t 

 you think he turned to Daniel sooner?   

Can you think of any comparable situations in the world where people keep turning to something 

ineffective?  Why do they do it? Why do people not want to turn to God first? 

 

13.  When Daniel was telling the king about his vision he explained it in the most positive way 

possible, without sugar– coating the reality of what was to happen if Nebuchadnezzar did not 

repent. How can we follow that same example as we tell people the truth of what will happen if 

they choose not to accept Jesus? 

   

14.  Why does the Lord, in His mercy, allow times of great difficulty to fall upon us, and how do those 

 times of testing affect our perspective of who He is, and who we truly are? 

 

15.  Who in your life can be your Daniel helping you see your pride? 

 

16.  Daniel ultimately wanted King Nebuchadnezzar to repent of his sin and turn to God. Is there 

 someone in your life like Nebuchadnezzar? How can you be like Daniel and talk to them about 

 God? 

 


