
Daniel is a book well-known for the lion’s den and fiery furnace; but Daniel offers us so much more 
than familiar stories. It shows us how to live a life of integrity and witness in a culture that doesn’t 
honor God. As our culture continues to slip further away from God, Christ followers often find 
themselves living like Daniel—exiles in a foreign land. It takes courage to live a life of obedience to 
God when we’re being pulled in an opposite direction. Courage in Chaos—that’s what we can learn 
from Daniel. 
 
CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER 
Open up your time together by answering one of these questions: 
 What do you consider to be “idols” that people bow down to in our world today? 
 Share a time that you stood for God when no one else was willing to. It can be a recent 

experience or something that took place decades ago.  
 
REFLECT ON SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 
What is your primary takeaway from Sunday’s message over Daniel 3? 
 
 
ENGAGE WITH GOD’S WORD 
Read Daniel 3:1-12 
1. What do you think prompted Nebuchadnezzar to build this image of gold? 
 
2. Why do you think the sorcerers and enchanters reported the disobedience of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego to  Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
Read Daniel 3:13-18 
3. What temptations do you think Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego faced when they were 
brought before the king? 
 
4. In your opinion, what is so amazing about what Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego say? 
 
Read Daniel 3:19-23 
5. As you look at Nebuchadnezzar’s response (vv. 13-15, 19-23), what evidence do you see that his 
basic conflict was with God rather than with these three men? 
 
6. How do you think walking in the furnace affected the faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego? What do you think was going through their minds as they were walking up to and being 
dropped in the furnace? 



 
7. It’s not the temperature in the oven that matters, it’s about who is in the fire with you. Who do 
you think the fourth person  in the fire was? 
 
Read Daniel 3:24-30 
8. What specific actions did God take to bring assurance to the three men and to demonstrate his 

rescue to Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
9. What do you think of Nebuchadnezzar’s commitment to the Lord? 
 
 
APPLY DANIEL’S MESSAGE TO YOUR LIFE 
10. As you think about your life, where have you been or where might you be challenged to 
compromise or “bow down”?  
 
11. Nebuchadnezzar threatened death by being thrown in a fiery furnace for those who did not obey. 
How is this kind of fear used today? 
 
12. The three men are given a second chance to bow to the statue. Why not use one of these 
excuses (and how are these like excuses used by Christians today when confronted with 
temptation)?  

(1)   We will bow down but not actually worship the idol.  
(2)   We will worship it just once and then ask God for forgiveness.  
(3)   The king has absolute power and we must obey him. God will understand.  
(4)   This is a foreign land, so God will forgive us for following its customs.  
(5)   Our ancestors set up idols in God’s temple; this isn’t half as bad!  
(6)   If we’re killed, pagans will take our high positions and won’t help the Jews in exile. 

 
13. Convictions often take time to form. Daniel’s friends exhibited strong convictions regarding the 
nature of God and His trustworthiness, even in the face of suffering. List one or two of your 
convictions concerning God that you have embraced,  acted on and are willing to suffer for.  
 
14. Suppose the story read that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego died instantly in the fiery 
furnace. Would this outcome negatively impact your view of God’s sovereignty? Would you still view 
this as a great story of faith even if they died? 
 
15. God’s deliverance of them was a great victory for the Jews in exile. If we have true faith in God, 
can we count on him to save us from horrible ordeals?  
 
16. If we remain faithful to God, do we expect to see unbelievers around us gain respect for him? 
Why or why not? 



“God is Able!” 
Daniel 3 

 
The Worst Case Scenario Survival Handbook,  
 
What do you do when confronted with an angry mountain lion? 
 
        A. run      B. play dead      C. make yourself look as big as you can      D. sing a gentle, happy song 
 
        A. pick the child up           B. shield the child with your body     
        C. shield your body with the child          D. run 
 
 “The principle behind this book is a simple one. You just never know. You never really know what 
 curves life will throw at you, what is lurking around the corner. You never really know when you 
 might be called upon to choose life or death with your actions. But when you are called, you 
 need to know what to do. That’s why this book was written.”  
 
Daniel 2:46-47, “Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and 
ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. The king said to Daniel, ‘Surely your 
God is the God of gods and the Lord of Kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to 
reveal this mystery.’” 
 
Daniel 3:1-7, “King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, 
and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. He then summoned the satraps, 
prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials 
to come to the dedication of the image he had set up…and they stood before it. 
 
Then the herald loudly proclaimed, ‘This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples and nations 
of every language. As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds 
of music, all the peoples and nations of every language fall down and worship the image of gold 
that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.’” 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar is dealing with multiculturalism: In order to create unity he is forming a 

common religion. 
 
 
Daniel 3:8, “At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews.” 
 
 Denounced: literally, to eat/bite the pieces of them; slander, intense hostility. 
 
Daniel 3:15b, “…if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you 
do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be 
able to rescue you from my hand?... if we are thrown into this blazing furnace, the God we serve is 
able to save us…” 



• Our God is able to heal hurting marriages. 
• Our God is able to liberate people from addiction. 
• Our God is able to heal broken bodies. 
• Our God is able to forgive the darkest sin. 
• Our God is able to resurrect the decaying body. 
 
Daniel 3:18, “But even if He does not, we want you to know, O King, that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
 
 Our God is able, the God who caused you into existence and gave you new life and brought you 

here – is able to answer your deepest prayers, to fulfill your fondest dreams. But what about 
when He doesn’t? Will you still worship and love Him? 

 
Philip Yancey, Disappointment with God, “Disappointment with God happens when our 
expectations exceed our experience. Disappointment with God comes when we thought God 
was going to be fair, but in actuality, the world was horribly unfair. We thought God would 
intervene, but he seemingly wasn’t even around. When he didn’t run the world the way we 
expected him to.” 

 
Daniel 3:24-25, “Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 
advisers, ‘Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?’ They replied, 
‘Certainly, O king.’ He said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods (like a divine being).’” 
 
 
 


