
Daniel is a book well-known for the lion’s den and fiery furnace; but the Daniel offers us so much 
more than familiar stories. It shows us how to live a life of integrity and witness in a culture that 
doesn’t honor God. As our culture continues to slip further away from God, Christ followers often 
find themselves living like Daniel—exiles in a foreign land. It takes courage to live a life of obedience 
to God when we’re being pulled in an opposite direction. Courage in chaos—that’s what we can 
learn from Daniel. 
 
In Daniel 1 we were reminded that, we like Daniel are living as exiles in a foreign land (this is not our 
true home), therefore we need to be resilient—to thrive in challenging or difficult situations. We do 
this by (1) resolving to honor our values & not wavering from them; (2) living in community with 
other believers; and (3) remembering every aspect of our lives have meaning and purpose in the 
eyes of God. 
 
Now we turn to Daniel 2 to see what else we can learn. The teaching for this lesson is Sunday’s 
message: Who’s in Charge Around Here? 
 
(Note: This discussion guide is filled with questions—more than you may have time for. If time is 
limited, choose to answer the questions with asterisks first.) 
 
 
CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER 
Open up your time together by answering one of these questions: 
 Have you ever had a dream that was so real that it almost seemed true?  
 Do you have any recurring dreams? If so, what are they? 
 
 
REFLECT ON SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 
What is your primary takeaway from Sunday’s message: Who’s in Charge Around Here? 
 
 
ENGAGE WITH GOD’S WORD 
Read Daniel 2:1-12 
1. In what ways did the dream impact King Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
2. **“Perform or die” (Daniel 2:6). That was the demand Nebuchadnezzar made of all his advisors, 

Daniel included. How did Daniel exhibit courage in the face of this unreasonable demand from 
the king?  



3. Read verse 11 again. Discuss the impact of what the wisemen were saying about their gods and 
their relationship with them. 

 
Read Daniel 2:13-18 
4. How does verse 14 describe Daniel’s approach to Arioch? 
 
5. Look at verse 18—how did Daniel and his friends respond to the threat of their execution? 
 
6. **The Aramaic word translated plead is used 12 times in the Scripture and all of them are found 

in Daniel! The word means “to ask, pray for” and, in this context, “with urgency.” What does the 
deliberate repetition of plead say to us if we want to become like Daniel? 

  Picture the prayer meeting these 4 friends had—how would you describe it? 
 
Read Daniel 2:19-23 
7. When God gave Daniel the interpretation of the dream, what did Daniel do? How is Daniel’s 

reaction an example of how we should react when God answers our prayers? 
 
8. **Verses 20-23 have often been called "Daniel's psalm." What aspects of God's character are 

emphasized in these verses? 
 
Read Daniel 2:24-30 
9. **What is Daniel making very clear to the king? Why do you think that was so important to 

Daniel? 
 
10.  If you had been one of the king’s servants listening in on Nebuchadnezzar’s question and the 

introduction of Daniel’s response in verses 26–30, what would have been your impression of 
Daniel? What would you tell your friends about him? 

 
Read Daniel 2:31-45 
11.  As Daniel unfolds the meaning of the king’s dream, how does he put the king in his place? (vss 

36-39) And the other kingdoms in their place? (vss 44-45) 
 
12.  In addition to power and authority, Daniel’s promotion included significant wealth. (See verses 

46–49.) From what you have seen so far of his character, how do you think Daniel responded to 
acquiring riches and becoming a ruler? 

 
 
APPLY DANIEL’S MESSAGE TO YOUR LIFE 
13. Have you ever had an unreasonable request from a boss, teacher or someone in authority? How 

did you respond?  
 
14.  **What can we learn from Daniel's example about how we should react to a personal crisis? 
 



15.  **In Daniel 2:18, we read that Daniel immediately went to his friends and they “pleaded for 
mercy from the God of heaven…” Who do you have in your life that you can turn to when you 
need prayer?  

 
16.  In Daniel 2:27-30, Daniel makes it clear that God gave the answer to the dream. How can we 

make sure to give God the glory in our daily lives? Share some practical ways to implement this 
on a weekly basis. 

 
17.  When we think about Daniel 2, it helps show the futility of trusting in anything except for God. 

Share about how you’re currently trusting in God during a confusing situation or how you’ve 
trusted in God in the past. 

 
18.  **Three aspects of Daniel’s maturity stand out in this chapter:  
  (1) his wisdom in response to a crisis;  
  (2) his prayer in response to a problem; and  
  (3) his praise in response to God’s work in his life. 
 Which of these marks of maturity is most developed in your life? Which of them is weakest? 
 
 
 



“Who is in Charge Around Here?” 
Daniel 2 

 
Not God by Ernest Kutz, “And so, fundamental to the recovery process is that healing and sanity 
begin with a single realization that I am not God. I’m not in control of my universe. I often cannot 
even control myself. I violate my own values. I want to do one thing, and then I do something else.” 
 
 Ann Lemont, “The biggest difference between you and God is God doesn’t think He is you.” 
 
Daniel 2:1, “In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled 
and he could not sleep.” 
 
• Assyria had collapsed five years earlier. 
• He is the absolute dictator over the largest empire. 
• He is youthful – he should be the most secure person in his world… he is god.  
 
Vs. 4,5, “Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, ‘Oh king, live forever! Tell your 
servants the dream and we will interpret it.’ The king replied to the astrologers, ‘This is what I 
have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut 
into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble.” 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar’s Worldview: The world revolves around him. People exist to make him happy. 

The world exists to fulfill his joy and pleasure.  
 

 Frustration Tolerance: mature people who are able to exercise patience and delayed 
 gratification.  

 
 Low-frustration tolerance: this is marked by the need to have my own way immediately. 

 
 

Vs. 11,12, “What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and 
they do not live among men. This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the 
execution of all the wise men of Babylon.”  
 
  John Ortberg, “Patient acceptance of frustration in everyday life is crucial to the formation of 

your character. It is a reminder that you are not the center of the world.” 
 
    I make God so proud! 1----------2----------3----------4----------5 OUCH! 
 
 
 
 
 



Advisor’s Worldview:  
 
Vs. 10,11, “The astrologers answered the king, ‘There is not a man on earth who can do what the 
king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or 
enchanter or astrologer. What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except 
the gods, and they do not live among men.” 
 
Reflection: I believe that God cares about me, but I don’t always live like it.  
 
Craig Barnes, “If it were up to my father, he wouldn’t have showed up for his funeral. But there he 
was. So dead, and yet finally so present. It was one last pathetic irony in the life of a father known 
mostly through absence.” 
 
Craig Barnes, “My father could not forgive himself for what he had done. Because he couldn’t live 
with the shame, he excluded himself from an entire life of loving his family. We are lost and nothing 
is harder than finding home again. The ultimate sin is to exclude ourselves from God, from others, 
and from the world. Exclusion is the one term that best describes those who turn inward for 
redemption but who cannot, find what they are looking for. They are yearning for ‘home’ – the 
gospels. They mold and shape you – you don’t get to mold and shape them. Some choose not to 
dwell in that place, but seek for their own place.” 
 
It is a daily challenge, but I’m getting better!  1--------2---------3--------4--------5 Now your meddling. 
 
 
 
Daniel’s Worldview: 
 
Vs. 26, “The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), ‘Are you able to tell me what I saw in my 
dream and interpret it?’ Daniel replied, ‘No wise man, enchanter, magician, or diviner can explain 
to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. 
He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come.’” 
 
Vs. 36, “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king.” (Read 2:17-23) 
 
Vs. 49, “Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king approached Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.” 
 
Reflection: When I realize that I am not God, I am not as obsessed over image management or self-
promotion. 
 
God help me gain confidence in our relationship. 1----2----3----4----5  Did I mention I don’t like 
change? 
 



The Vision: 
 
Vs. 31, “You looked, oh king, and there before you stood a large statue – an enormous, dazzling 
statue – awesome in appearance. The head of the statue  was made of pure gold, its chest and 
arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 
baked clay….You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and 
power and might and glory; in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and 
the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are that head of 
gold.” 
 
After you, another kingdom (ruler), will rise, inferior to yours…. 
 
 Babylon (the head of gold) 
 Persia/Medes (the chest and arms of silver) 
 Greece/Macedonian (the belly and thighs of bronze) 
 Rome (the legs of iron later mixed with clay) 
 
Vs. 44-45, “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush those kingdoms and bring them to an 
end, but it will itself endure forever. This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of the 
mountain, but not by human hands – a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver 
and the gold to pieces. The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The 
dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy.” 
 
 

Matthew 21:42-44, “Jesus said to them, ‘Have you read the Scriptures: The stone the builders  
rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes?  
Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people  
who will produce fruit. He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it  
falls will be crushed.” 

 
1 Peter2:4-5, “As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men but chosen by God and  
precious to him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy  
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

 


