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WEEK 4 (March 1-7) ADOPTION- act of leaving one's natural family and entering 

into the privileges and responsibilities of another. 

OPTIONAL READING:  John Chapters 1-5 

“Most people’s view of God is something like an exterminator:  one finger out in 

front, rebuking us, the other hand holding a mallet behind his back, ready to 

smite us.  Dallas Willard 

Day 1 Read the following scripture: 

John 1:9-13 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

9 There was the true Light [a]which, coming into the world, enlightens every 

man. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the 

world did not know Him. 11 He came to His [b]own, and those who were His 

own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave 

the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His 

name, 13 who were [c]born, not of [d]blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. 

When we accepted the call of the Gospel and committed our lives to Christ we were re-

born spiritually and adopted as His children. 

Romans 8:12-17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, 

you [a]must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. 14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these 

are sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery [b]leading to 

fear again, but you have received [c]a spirit of adoption as sons by which we 

cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified 

with Him. 

We no longer live in slavery and fear or according to the flesh.  We are heirs along with 

Christ, inheriting everlasting life but also suffering, which He experienced. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A9-13&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26054a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A9-13&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26056b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A9-13&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26058c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A9-13&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26058d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-17&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28130a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-17&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28132b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-17&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28132c
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Ephesians 3:14-19 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom [a]every 

family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, 

according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through 

His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to 

comprehend with all the [b]saints what is the breadth and length and height 

and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that 

you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 

God’s love for us cannot be quantified, but can be experienced.  He is not an evil 

dictator, but a loving king who wants us to have the same love for Him and others as He 

has for us. 

Things to consider: do you realize you are God’s child, a brother or sister of Christ? 

Prayer:  praise God for this great privilege to be a part of His family inheriting 

everlasting life and even the suffering which identifies us with Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A14-19&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29267a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A14-19&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29270b
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Day 2 Read the following scripture: 

Matthew 4:1-11 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He [a]then 

became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son 

of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and 

said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT 

PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”  5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy 

city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and *said to Him, “If 

You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘HE WILL 

COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU 

UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 7 Jesus said to 

him, “[b]On the other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD 

TO THE TEST.’” 8 Again, the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and 

*showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to 

Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and [c]worship 

me.” 10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL 

WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND [d]SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 11 Then the devil *left Him; 

and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 

Satan tries to keep Jesus from trusting God.  His tactics are to trust in ourselves with no 

dependence on God.  He wants us to make ourselves great and not need God at all. 

Galatians 5:16-17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the 

flesh. 17 For the flesh [a]sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 

the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do 

the things that you [b]please. 

We have a war going on in us between the flesh & the Holy Spirit.  We must surrender 

to the Spirit’s guidance to overcome the desires of who we were before trusting Christ. 

Things to consider: are you dependent on God for everything? 

Prayer:  ask God to help you walk by the Spirit and not the flesh. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23212a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23217b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23219c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23220d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-17&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29180a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-17&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29180b
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Day 3 Read the following scripture: 

Matthew 23:24-26 New Living Translation (NLT) 

24 Blind guides! You strain your water so you won’t accidentally swallow a 

gnat, but you swallow a camel![a] 25 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of 

religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean 

the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed 

and self-indulgence! 26 You blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup 

and the dish,[b] and then the outside will become clean, too. 

John 3:19-21 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men 

loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For 

everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for 

fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes 

to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in 

God.” 

We are blind when living in darkness.  The Pharisees loved the blindness because it 

didn’t expose the evil they were doing.  When we understand the Light (or God) and 

who He really is, we will do good deeds according to the Truth He has given us. 

Things to consider: are you living in darkness? 

Prayer:  ask God to reveal Himself as you pray and read His Word so you will desire to 

live in the Light of His truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23%3A24-26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23916a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23%3A24-26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23918b
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Day 4 Read the following scripture: 

John 15:1-11 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 

Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears 

fruit, He [a]prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already [b]clean 

because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit [c]of itself unless it abides in the vine, so 

neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the 

branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart 

from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown 

away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into 

the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is 

glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so [d]prove to be My 

disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in 

My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just 

as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 These 

things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be made full. 

Jesus never talks about arriving, He talks about abiding.  We learn to abide there, in 

Christ, and then to live from there, for the sake of others.   

Philippians 2:12-13 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation 

with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and 

to work for His good pleasure. 

As we abide in Christ, we trust in God’s goodness to overwrite our old ways of doing 

life.  Apart from Him we can do nothing. 

Things to consider: are you abiding in Christ? 

Prayer:  ask God to help you work out your salvation by abiding in Him, living for others. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26702a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26703b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26704c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26708d

