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WEEK 15 (May 17-23) THE GENEROUS LIFE, FORGIVENESS- the act of pardoning 

an offender, “to let go”. 

OPTIONAL READING:  1 Corinthians Chapters 12-16 

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the 

inexcusable in you.”  C. S. Lewis 

Day 1 Read the following scripture: 

Colossians 3:1-17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

3 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 

above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 [a]Set your mind on 

the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 

5 Therefore [b]consider the members of your earthly body as dead 

to [c]immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which [d]amounts to 

idolatry. 6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will 

come [e]upon the sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you also once walked, 

when you were living [f]in them. 8 But now you also, put them all 

aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your 

mouth. 9 [g]Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old [h]self with 

its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being [i]renewed to a 

true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him— 11 a 

renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised 

and uncircumcised, [j]barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is 

all, and in all. 12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 

beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 

and [k]patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 

whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so 

also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is [l]the perfect 

bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ [m]rule in your hearts, to 

which [n]indeed you were called in one body; and [o]be thankful. 16 Let the word 

of [p]Christ richly dwell within you, [q]with all wisdom teaching and 

admonishing [r]one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing [s]with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do 
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in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 

Him to God the Father. 

We find that we are to seek things above, the things that Christ wants us to think and 

do.  Since we have been raised with Christ we now have the ability to be 

compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, patient and FORGIVING.  We do this by loving 

like Christ loved because His Word is in us if we are reading, studying and meditating 

on it. 

Things to consider:  do you think you are capable of forgiving others?   

Prayer:  pray for God to show you His power to forgive others. 
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Day 2 Read the following scripture: 

Matthew 18:21-35 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin 

against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “I 

do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 “For 

this reason the kingdom of heaven [a]may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he had begun to settle them, one 

who owed him [b]ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 But since he [c]did 

not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with 

his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 So 

the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have 

patience with me and I will repay you everything.’ 27 And the lord of that 

slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the [d]debt. 28 But 

that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred [e]denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 

back what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to 

plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’ 30 But 

he was unwilling [f]and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back 

what was owed. 31 So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they 

were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had 

happened. 32 Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not 

also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy 

on you?’ 34 And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers 

until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 My heavenly Father will also 

do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from [g]your 

heart.”                                                 

Forgiveness has no limits, no number of times that you can quit forgiving.  Jesus tells us 

a story of forgiveness of one man to another, but he is unwilling to forgive asking full 

payment from the one who owed him.  He was found out by the man he owed and was 

tortured by him.  Unforgiveness is known to cause physical issues even cancer.  When 

we refuse to forgive, we torture ourselves like this man, physically and spiritually. 

Things to consider: who in your life have you not forgiven? 

Prayer:  pray to forgive anyone and everyone that comes to mind. 
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Day 3 Read the following scripture: 

Matthew 5:22-26 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall 

be [a]guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘[b]You good-

for-nothing,’ shall be [c]guilty before [d]the supreme court; and whoever says, 

‘You fool,’ shall be [e]guilty enough to go into the [f]fiery hell. 23 Therefore if you 

are presenting your [g]offering at the altar, and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, 24 leave your [h]offering there before the 

altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present 

your [i]offering. 25 Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you 

are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to 

the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into 

prison. 26 Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have 

paid up the last [j]cent. 

It is also important to seek forgiveness from others.  We long to be overpowering, not to 

be overpowered.  We want love but settle for POWER, focusing on ourselves & then 

hurt others in our attempt to get what we want.  We must recognize this violence in our 

lives and confess and repent of it.  Otherwise, we not only are disobedient to God but 

can bring great difficulties on ourselves and families.   

Things to consider: Are you settling for power instead of love? 

Prayer:  confess & repent of this violent behavior. 
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Day 4 Read the following scripture: 

Luke 6:27-37 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

27 “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate 

you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who [a]mistreat 

you. 29 Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever 

takes away your [b]coat, do not withhold your [c]shirt from him either. 30 Give to 

everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not 

demand it back. 31 [d]Treat others the same way you want [e]them to treat 

you. 32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to 

you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend 

to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even 

sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. 35 But love 

your enemies, and do good, and lend, [f]expecting nothing in return; and 

your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He 

Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 36 [g]Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful. 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not 

condemn, and you will not be condemned; [h]pardon, and you will be 

pardoned. 

Evil has 2 victories:  the evil deed done and the evil returned.  The first one dies if evil is 

not returned.  This is what Christ is saying to us.  Our true selves of being like Christ will 

not be easily offended, it is natural to forgive.  When we do this we are “presencing” the 

Kingdom of God. 

Things to consider: are you willing to allow evil to be done to you without retaliating.?    

Prayer:  ask God to help you be your true self, one that easily & naturally forgives. 
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