
  
 

“Back to Celebrating Together” 

Several weeks ago, the leadership of Connection Church made the tough decision to cease 

gathering for worship and other ministries at the recommendation of our federal government 

and the CDC in response to Covid-19.  While there are differing opinions as to whether we and 

others should have ceased gathering during this season of sickness, we believe it was the wisest 

and most loving choice.   

On April 28, 2020, Governor Noem announced and began initiating South Dakota’s “Back to 

Normal Plan.” Soon after she announced this plan, we began discussing our plans to get back to 

corporate celebration in our building on Sundays. Below is a more detailed description of our 

game plan and  the steps we are taking to ensure your safety and the steps we are asking you to 

take to ensure others safety as we get back to celebrating together. 

When will Connection Church begin gathering again on Sunday’s in our building? 

Sunday May 17 

Will there be one service or two? 

We will continue to have two services (9:00 and 10:45) to allow for proper social distancing in 

our worship services as requested by our local governing officials and the CDC. 

Will our Sunday mornings be different?  

Yes, for the time being. Our Sunday celebration services are usually one hour and fifteen minutes 

long. As we begin gathering again our celebration services will be no more than forty-five 

minutes. There will be no coffee or water, no bulletins, no Bibles or pens in the seats, and no 

passing of the offering plate. Please bring a Bible with you and place your tithes and offerings in 

the offering box in the back. 

Will online worship still be available for those who are unable to attend? 

Yes. Connection Church will be live streaming our worship services on Sunday mornings through 

Facebook, YouTube, and our webpage.  

Will there be Sunday morning children’s ministry? 

No, for the time being. The nursery will be open for parents to utilize if needed, but there will be 

no volunteers serving in children’s ministries at this time. 

When will Sunday morning children’s ministry begin? 



  
 

A decision has not been made at this time. We hope to have our Sunday morning children’s 

ministry up and going as soon as safe and possible, but it is too soon for us to make that decision. 

Parents keep an eye out for information about our children’s ministry throughout the summer in 

your emails and on social media. 

What about Wednesday night children’s ministry ?  

Our Wednesday night children’s ministry (Truthseekers) has been meeting through Zoom and 

will continue to do so until June 10. There will be no Wednesday night children’s ministry through 

the summer. Truthseekers will resume next school year.  

What about Wednesday night youth ministry? 

Our students have been meeting on Tuesday nights through Zoom during Covid-19. Students will 

continue to meet through Zoom for the month of May.  On Wednesday night June 3 Connection 

Youth will begin meeting again on campus and will continue throughout the summer. Sometimes 

they will meet on campus other times they will meet at City Park. Parents keep an eye out for 

more information about our student ministry over the next couple weeks in your emails and on 

social media.  

What will the church being doing to ensure our safety?  

• If you are uncomfortable joining us on Sundays, we will continue offering online worship 

services for those who are unable to join us. 

• We encourage those who are elderly and those who have underlying health conditions or 

weak immune systems to continue joining us online.  

• We will be providing tissue boxes and hand sanitizer stations in the celebration center. 

• We will be alternating rows between the celebration services.  

• We will be asking people to observe proper social distancing guidelines.  

• We will be regularly disinfecting high traffic areas and those surfaces that are touched 

frequently before, between, and after worship services. 

• We will routinely clean all areas during the week. 

• We will be running our ventilation system and opening doors to increase circulation of 

outdoor air as much as possible on Sundays. 



  
 

• We will add additional worship services, if needed, to allow for proper social distancing. 

• We will cease offering coffee and water. 

• We will be eliminating frequently touched objects for the time being (pens, Bibles, 

bulletins, offering plates, etc.) We encourage you to bring your own Bible with you to 

church and place your tithes in offering in the white offering box in the back. If able, give 

online. 

• We will notify local health officials if a person diagnosed with Covid-19  has been in our 

facility and communicate with staff and congregants about potential exposure while 

maintaining confidentiality as required by the ADA or other applicable laws. We will 

discuss ceasing our gatherings for a period of time to clean if someone has been 

diagnosed in our facility. 

What do I need to do to ensure other’s safety?  

• Everyone is asked to continue washing their hands and avoid touching their faces. 

• Everyone is encouraged (not required) to wear a mask when they attend. 

• Anyone who is at risk, has underlying health conditions, is sick, or have someone in 

their family who is sick are asked to stay home. 

• Everyone is asked to use hand sanitizer stations upon entering the building or use 

their own. 

• Everyone is asked to practice social distancing( 6ft apart). Families can sit together.  

• Please cover your mouth when coughing and sneezing with a tissue.   

• If you choose not to observe proper social distancing practices, we ask that you please 

respect others decision to observe social distancing. Love should define our behavior 

towards one another.  

• Hugs and handshakes should still be avoided. 



  
 

• We ask that you limit the number of people in the restrooms at one time. (no more 

than two at a time) 

• If you attend one of our celebration services and are diagnosed with Covid-19 let the 

staff of Connection Church know so we can take the necessary precautions to limit 

other’s exposure. 

These are just a few of the steps and precautions we are taking to ensure your safety as we begin 

celebrating together once again. If you have any questions, feel free to contact your church 

leadership. 

 

  


