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Scripture:            Date: 

Memory Verse: 

Prepare: Prepare to study the text. Pray before reading the text. Read the text several times and in 
multiple translations. What stands out to you? Repeated words? Keywords? Meditate on the text. 

Ask: Ask good questions of the text: Who, what, when, where, why, how? What did the text mean to the 
original audience to whom it was written in biblical times? 

Timeless Truth: What is the timeless truth of the text? Try to summarize the main point(s) of the text. 
The Timeless Truth should be reflected in the text, not be tied to a specific time or culture, should not 
contradict the rest of Scripture and should apply in any time. 

Happens: What happens now? What is my response to this text? How can I apply this in my life? Is 
there something I should start, stop, say, do, an error to avoid, a sin to confess, a prayer to pray, a truth to 
believe, a praise to God to offer? 

Daily Prayers:  

Prayer Guide: God Praises, God's Purpose, God's Provision, God's Pardon, God's Protection, God 
Praises              

Prayer:                                                          Date God Answered: 

Gospel Conversations: 
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Extra help along the PATH:* 

Prepare: Pray - Don’t underestimate or forget prayer when you begin studying God’s Word. Prayer 
reminds you to study God’s word to grow in your love for Him & His ways. Pray for an open heart, 
mind and eyes to hear, receive and apply His truth.  

When starting to study a book of the bible, make sure to read the introduction to that book to find out the 
author, the audience, the culture, when it was written and what was going on, outline or genre, etc. 

It is helpful to note/write down how the author structured/arranged the text, look at repeated words, key 
words and/or themes, transition words (but, therefore, because, likewise, if/then…), lists (Make a note 
when the author makes several points in a row), Contrasts and comparisons, Commands.  

Get definitions for words you don’t understand. Look up related scriptures or Cross References (these 
are scriptures that are referenced, usually notated by a little letter or number) You can use online tools 
like Blue Letter Bible to find cross references. 

Ask: Here are some questions that will help get you started digging into the text: 

The most important place to start is the original audience or context of the passage. Who was the author 
writing to and why were they writing these words, the purpose? How does the immediate context and 
the whole-Bible context inform the meaning of this text (Every passage is situated within the immediate 
context of its book, and also the broader context of the whole Bible)? Other questions to consider: Are 
we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? How does the Gospel apply here? 

Timeless Truth: The timeless truth involves the main point of the text and is something that isn’t 
specific to that audience, culture, time or, sometimes, even that book of the bible. The immediate context 
and whole-bible context (see above) play heavily into this. What are the differences between the biblical 
audience and us? Similarities? For OT - how do we interpret this through the new covenant or Gospel 
lens? How do you see this timeless truth in the rest of scripture? Try to summarize the author’s main 
point. Start by looking back at the ideas you found in the Ask section. Then, see how all the pieces fit 
together and attempt to summarize the big idea of the text. Summarize = Memorable & Concise  

Happens: As much as possible, avoid general and loose applications. Do your best to try to walk away 
with a practical step you can take to live out and allow the text to transform your life and mind. What 
does this show me about God? About mankind? A few extra questions to consider: 

Personally, how should this text change the way you think, feel, or act? Communally, what implications 
does this have for your relationships? Vocationally, how should this change our work and how we 
engage culture? Missionally, what are implications for making disciples of our neighbors and the 
nations? 

*Some of the questions and ideas were pulled from crossway.org/articles/7-step-approach-to-in-depth-bible-study/


