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MATTHEW 4:  PETER LEAVES HIS NETS AND FOLLOWS JESUS 
 

MATTHEW 16:16–26 NLT    SEE ALSO: MARK 8:27–38, LUKE 9:18–26 
…if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.  
And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is 
anything worth more than your soul?” 
 
His Life… 

He went to uncomfortable places to reach people. 
He went where God sent him, willing to be misunderstood. 
He used his gifting to help, heal, and lead people to God. 
He showed grace to comfort the disturbed. 
He voiced truth to disturb the comfortable.  
He focused his life on making disciples. 
He gave up his life for the building of the Church. 
 

I WANT TO LOSE MY _________ TO SAVE MY SOUL. 
 
1 PETER 1:3–9 NIV 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
SEE ALSO… 
 

HEBREWS 10:23 ESV 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful… 
 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58 NLT 
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for 
the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.  
 

GALATIANS 5:16, 22-24 NLT 
So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature 
craves... 22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these 
things! 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their 
sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  
 

1 CORINTHIANS 9:24–27 NLT 
Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to 
win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, 
but we do it for an eternal prize. 26 So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just 
shadowboxing. 27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. 
Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.  
 

1 TIMOTHY 4:7–8 NLT 
Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales. Instead, train yourself to 
be godly. 8 “Physical training is good, but training for godliness is much better…” 
 

HEBREWS 5:12–14 NLT  
You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic things about God’s word. You are like babies who need 
milk and cannot eat solid food. 13 For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t 
know how to do what is right. 14 Solid food is for those who are mature, who through 
training have the skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong.  



TAKE UP YOUR CROSS… 
 
Peter was martyred in Rome about 66 AD, during the persecution under Emperor Nero. Peter 
was crucified, upside down at his request, since he did not feel he was worthy to die in the 
same manner as his Lord. 
 
James son of Zebedee was executed, with a sword, by order of King Herod Agrippa I in the 
year 44 AD. His martyrdom is recorded in the New Testament of the Bible, in Acts 12:1-2.  
 
John is the only one of the apostles generally thought to have died a natural death from old 
age. An early Latin tradition has him escaping unhurt after being cast into boiling oil at Rome. 
He was the leader of the church in the Ephesus area and is said to have taken care of Mary the 
mother of Jesus in his home. During Domitian's persecution in the middle '90s, he was exiled to 
the island of Patmos. There he is credited with writing the last book of the New Testament--the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 
Andrew went to the "land of the man-eaters," in what is now southern Russia. Christians there 
claim him as the first to bring the gospel to their land. He also preached in Asia Minor, modern-
day Turkey, and in Greece, where he is said to have been crucified. According to the Catholic 
Encyclopedia, "It is generally agreed that he was crucified by order of the Roman Governor, 
Aegeas or Aegeates, at Patrae in Achaia, and that he was bound, not nailed, to the decussate 
cross, in order to prolong his sufferings. His martyrdom took place during the reign of Nero, on 
30 November, A.D. 60.”  
 
Philip possibly had a powerful ministry in Carthage in North Africa and then in Asia Minor, 
where he converted the wife of a Roman proconsul. In retaliation the proconsul had Philip 
arrested and cruelly put to death. According to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs: "He labored diligently in 
Upper Asia, and suffered martyrdom at Heliopolis, in Phrygia. He was scourged, thrown into 
prison, and afterwards crucified, A.D. 54." 
 
Bartholomew had widespread missionary travels attributed to him by tradition: to India with 
Thomas, back to Armenia, and also to Ethiopia and Southern Arabia. There is a non-Biblical 
document called the "Martyrdom of Bartholomew," which claims that Bartholomew was 
martyred by King Astyages in Armedia: 
"And when he had thus spoken, the king was informed that this god Baldad and all the other 
idols had fallen down, and were broken in pieces. Then the king rent the purple in which he 
was clothed, and ordered the holy apostle Bartholomew to be beaten with rods; and after 
having been thus scourged, to be beheaded."  
 
Matthew the tax collector and writer of a Gospel ministered in Persia and Ethiopia. He was 
killed with a spear, according to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs: "The scene of his labors was Parthia, 
and Ethiopia, in which latter country he suffered martyrdom, being slain with a halberd in the 
city of Nadabah, A.D. 60." 
 
Thomas was probably most active in the area east of Syria. Tradition has him preaching as far 
east as India, where the ancient Marthoma Christians revere him as their founder. According 
to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs: "Called Didymus, preached the Gospel in Parthia and India, where 
exciting the rage of the pagan priests, he was martyred by being thrust through with a spear." 
 
James the son of Alpheus is one of at least three James referred to in the New Testament. 
There is some confusion as to which is which, but this James is reckoned to have ministered in 
Syria. The Jewish historian Josephus reported that he was stoned and then clubbed to death. 
 
Jude was crucified, according to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs: "The brother of James, was 
commonly called Thaddeus. He was crucified at Edessa, A.D. 72." 
 
Simon (called the Zealot) was crucified, according to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs: "Surnamed 
Zelotes, preached the Gospel in Persia, Mauritania, Africa, and even in Britain, in which latter 
country he was crucified, A.D. 74." Another ancient account claims he ministered in Persia and 
was sawed in half after refusing to sacrifice to the sun god. 
 
Judas Iscariot was not a martyr. The Gospels of the New Testament tell us he killed himself 
after betraying Jesus. 
 
Matthias, the apostle chosen to replace Judas. Tradition sends him to Syria with Andrew and 
to death by burning. 


