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“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace  
as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Looking within and 

reaching out, we invite you to meet us where you are.” 

The Madison Methodist  

Message 
The United Methodist Church 

 in Madison 
24 Madison Avenue 
Madison, NJ  07940 

“at the corner of Drew University”  

 
 

church@umcmadison.org 
www.umcmadison.org 

Tel: 973.377.1231   

A Message from the Pastor 

 

Friends, I have to say — I have had a blast hearing from 

some of the members of this congregation in our most 

recent sermon series: Choosing the Be the Church. So 

many of you are thoughtful, articulate, and care deeply 

about the Church and the life of faith. I look forward to 

being in conversation with one another for many years, as 

we navigate life together in the UMC. 

 

I also would like to offer thanks to Rev. Scott Ostlund for 

leading us in a time of education and reflection around the 

Commission on The Way Forward recently, as well as all 

those who came out and asked deeply engaging questions 

of the process. I know that for many of us, this time in our 

church feels like a time of massive change — on a variety 

of levels. I want you to know that your pastors are com-

mitted to this congregation, to each one of you, and to 

seeing us through this time of change. We believe in the 

unity of the church, the inclusion of all its members, and a 

hopeful future for Christ’s Church. If you desire to have a 

conversation or seek support from any of us, we are happy 

to meet with you. 

 

I want to share with you about a few exciting things that 

are coming up in the life of our church in the coming 

weeks. Wednesday, March 6 begins the season of Lent 

and I would invite you to look at our calendar of events 

below: 

Lent 2019 Schedule: 

 

Family-Friendly Intergenerational Community Activity 

 

Wed. 3/6 - Ash Wednesday 

 5:30PM - Dinner & Coloring Activity (All are welcome) 

          7PM - Worship 

Weds. 3/6-4/11 (Wednesdays in Lent) 

 6-7:30PM — Dinner & Coloring Activity (All are welcome)  

 
 

A Colorful Sunday Worship Series 

We will be contemplating and praying over the 7 Last Words of 

Jesus in a Lenten sermon series together and watching as colors 

grow in our sanctuary over the weeks of Lent. This will be a fun, 

engaging series for all ages — so we hope you can make it out! 
 

 

Holy Week 

Thurs. 4/18 - Maundy Thursday 6-8PM - Dinner Church:     

Worship will be in the fellowship hall as we gather around the 

table for a meal and remember the final meal Jesus had with his 

disciples  
 

 

Fri. 4/19 - Good Friday 7PM - Contemplative Worship Service: 

Join us for worship, prayer, silence, and music as we reflect on 

the last words Jesus spoke in his final hours. 

 

Sun. 4/21 - Easter 

   7:30AM - Easter Sunrise Worship 

   8:30AM - Breakfast 

   10AM - Easter Worship 

 

This is season in the church will be a time for fun, reflection, and 

living into two of our core values very intentionally —         

Community and Intergenerational Spiritual Formation.  
cont. on pg. 2….. 
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Gordon Fleming 

Karen Jeisi Luke McKinnon 

Shin-Ok Ha Vivian Bull 

Dan Engel Nori Tadano 

Bruce Galton  

Cont….. 
  

We believe that, no matter what age you are, every person at this 

church is both a learner and a teacher. We each have something to 

learn from and teach to each other. And we believe that by offer-

ing opportunities to build relationships and community, we will 

become stronger together.  

 

So I invite you out to participate in our Wednesday night dinners, 

our Sunday worship services, and a very special Holy Week at the 

church this year. We will strive to make all of these experiences 

open, inclusive, and accessible to everyone, from our youngest to 

our oldest. Feel free to invite friends and community members. 

 

We pray that this season of Lent will be a rich time for all of us 

— of investing or maybe re-investing in relationships, a sense of  

community, slowing down, and reflection. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Kate 

News from  
Our Associate Pastor, Taylor 

Staff & Elected Officers 
Lead Pastor 

Rev. Kate Hillis 
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Taylor Bean 
Assistant Pastor 

Rev. Scott Ostlund 
Director of Music & Organist 
Daniel Leguizamon, Ph.D 

Director of Christian Ministries 
Kathleen Keane 

Office Administrator/Editor 
Natalie Dines 

Sexton, Marlice Borecki 
*** 

Sherry McKinnon                 Lay Leader 

Jeanne Eisele/Soren Hessler       Chair,                 
                     & co-chair Church Council 
Mac Cobb Treasurer 
Jeff Pfeifer  Assistant to Treasurer 
Scot Guempel Financial Secretary 
Blair Conley Finance Chair 
Gordon Fleming  Facility Management 
Vic Schumacher President, Trustees 

 

Program Facilitators 
Nurture Ministries                    Lisa Moro 
Outreach Ministries             
Witness/Igniting Ministry     Kris Pfeifer 
Worship Ministries              Lisa Carballo 

 
 

 

 

 

Communications                       Amy Cobb 
  
 
 
 
 

Trustees 

Grace and peace to you, friends! 
 

As many of you know, we have begun discussion around a part-

nership with Drew University to establish a Food Pantry for the 

students.  The mission of this Food Pantry is to address the issues 

of food insecurity on campus for students who may be    unable to 

afford meal plans or have very limited access to meal plans for 

campus living.  Through partnering with the Office of Student 

Engagement, we at the United Methodist Church in Madison have 

the opportunity to feed the hungry and be the hands and feet of 

Christ to our college students. 

 

The hope is that the pantry will be housed in the lower level of the 

church.  The Drew Team is working to set up a system for       

delivery through Drew's mailroom, both providing confidentiality 

and preventing excess traffic through the church when the Pantry 

is not open.  I am working both with the Drew Team and the  

Trustees of the church to ensure that all of our questions are ad-

dressed and resolved before the opening date of the Food Pantry, 

which will mostly likely be at the start of the Fall Semester.   

 

Throughout the next few months, we will work on having various 

food drives to stock the pantry, of which I will keep you updat-

ed.  I cannot thank you enough for your clarifying questions and 

for your willingness to work together in a way that will provide 

for our college students.  This really is a beautiful way respond to 

God's call for us to nourish people with God's love.  Thank you 

for committing yourselves to this work!   

Peace, 

Pastor Taylor 

Rev. Taylor Claire Bean 
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Pastor Kate sent this letter to our congregation on Wednesday, 2/27 addressing the Special 
General Conference. 
 
Dear friends of the United Methodist Church in Madison & siblings in Christ, 
 
 As most of you are aware, the Special General Conference of the United Methodist Church gathered 
in St. Louis, MO February 24-26, 2019 to discuss several plans put forth regarding human sexuality. 
Yesterday, the Traditionalist Plan was passed. This plan affirms the present policies in the Book of Dis-

cipline which does not allow for same gender weddings and the ordination of LBGTQAI+ persons. This decision has caught 
many off guard, as it is not the plan endorsed by a majority of our bishops who seek to maintain unity amid diversity.  
 This plan passed over the One Church Plan by a very small majority of the delegates, and only after vigorous debate, count-
less motions made, and every attempt to make a plea for unity and grace by a large minority. If 28 people of more than 800 
delegates had voted differently, the Traditionalist plan would have been defeated. If 26 people would have voted differently, 
the One Church plan would have passed. It is clear that though we’ve passed a plan, the United Methodist Church is not of 
one mind.  
 Further, though the legislation for the Traditional plan passed, it was also voted that the Traditionalist plan be sent to the 
Judicial Council (the Supreme Court of the UMC) for review, where it is anticipated that much of the plan will be ruled un-
constitutional for the third time. The first two times it was sent to the Council, about 60% of it has been ruled unconstitu-
tional. Anything ruled unconstitutional will not be implemented in our Book of Discipline. The Judicial Council meets at the 
end of April. Therefore — we will not actually know for several months how this plan will impact the United Methodist 
Church going forward.   
The pastoral team will continue to update you as we are made aware of information that will offer further clarity around 
what these decisions mean. We will be hosting continued conversations during Tuesday night book study at Drip, and on 
March 17th after church following the Special Annual Conference of Greater NJ that has been called in response to the re-
sults of General Conference.   
On a personal note: It is with a heavy heart that I write to you today. I believe that the mission of Christ in the world is best 
served and most effective when we make space for the whole human community in all its diversity. I believe that we have 
capable, gifted, and called LGBTQIA+ friends within the United Methodist connection who serve as both clergy and laity 
leaders. Members of the LGBTQIA+ community have felt irreparable harm by the actions and decisions of the United Meth-
odist Church and I believe that any time harm is done to a beloved child of God, a response of grief, solidarity, and repent-
ance is in order from the body of Christ, no matter one's opinions.   
I also believe that in our United Methodist Church — we are not all of one mind and this can be a beautiful thing. Histori-
cally, the United Methodist Church has been a connectional system that makes space for one another and the rich diversity 
of God in the world. I believe there is a way to live in unity and love with one another despite our differences. I also believe 
that this is one of the most difficult and crucial tasks of the spiritual life, particularly in the political and social environment 
we currently inhabit.  
  
I want to take this opportunity to speak to members of our church of the LGBTQIA+ community. You are welcomed and 
accepted by me and the pastoral team at this church, as well as by most of the people who worship as United Methodists in 
Greater New Jersey. While the United Methodist Church as a denomination wrestles with human sexuality, there is a place 
for you at the United Methodist Church in Madison to worship, serve, and engage in all aspects of ministry and life. I am 
sorry for the ways these decisions affect your family, your loved ones, and your personal health and well-being. The pastoral 
team is committed to walking with you in this time in whatever ways you need.   
I also want to take the opportunity to speak to all of the members of this congregation. In my short time here, you have 
taught me that the UMC Madison has a long, rich history of holding our doors wide open to every person who is seeking a 
spiritual home. I am proud to be the pastor of this congregation and for all of the ways each and every one of you have 
worked to make this community a safe place for all to inhabit. I want you to know that I am committed to being a pastor to 
all of our people, no matter your beliefs and opinions. There is always a place for you here.   
I call upon you today to be in prayer for the people in our congregation, the communities of people around us who are 
watching our denomination struggle and are not sure what to make of it, and to all those who are in deep pain at this time.   
This Sunday, March 3, I will be addressing the congregation personally in worship, we will celebrate communion together at 
an open table, and each of you will be invited to think about what it means for you to live into the call of Jesus to "love one's 
neighbor” and make a commitment that feels authentic to you.    
Friends - I am praying for you. I am praying for our Beloved Church. I am praying for United Methodists all over our beauti-
ful, rich, and diverse globe.  
 In connection, grace, and hope, 

Click here to read Bishop Schol’s letter addressing the Special General Conf. 
Click here for more information regarding the resent Special General Conf.  

 Pastor Kate 
 

https://www.gnjumc.org/news/message-from-bishop-schol-concerning-general-conference/
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-maintains-language-on-ordination-of-lgbtqi-persons-same


4 

 

March 2019 

March Newsletter Deadline: February 21 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 
 

 

 1 
 
 
 
 

              
8 pm  AA 

2 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3 

8:30 am 
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

5 
 
 
7 pm Book 
Study 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

6 

6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
10:30 am 
Book Study 
6 pm Coloring 
Project 
8 pm AA 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  
Chancel Choir 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

9 
 
END HUNGER 
3.6 
 

 

10 
8:30 am 
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

11 
 
 
7:30 pm    
Trustee mtg. 
 
8 pm  AA 
 

12 
 
 
 
7 pm Book 
Study 
 
8 pm  AA 

13 

10:30 Book 

study 
6 pm Coloring 
Project 
7pm Charge  
Conf. / 7:30 
Church Council 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm 
Chancel Choir 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

16 
 

Annual  
Conference 

17 
 
8:30 am 
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

19 
 
7 pm Book 
Study 
 
8 pm  AA 

20 
6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
10:30 am  
Book study 
6 pm Coloring 
Project 
8 pm  AA 

21 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
8 pm 
Chancel Choir 
 
8 pm AA 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

23 
 

24 
 
8:30 am 
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

26 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Book 
Study 
 
 

8 pm  AA 

27 
6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
10:30 am book 
study 
6 pm Coloring 
Project 
 
 

8 pm AA 

28 
 
 
 
 

8 pm 
Chancel Choir 
 
  
 
8 pm  AA 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

30 
 
  
 
 

Special 

Conf. 

Meeting 

Anniversary 

Sunday 

L 

 

 

E 

 

 

N 

 

 

T 

Ash Wednesday 



5 

    

  Other News ...  
  Bits and briefs 

March 2019 

Next Fair Trade Coffee Sales  
*** 

  Sunday April 7 

During coffee hour in the  

church library 

We continue to collect non-perishable food items for 

the Drew Pantry. You may leave your items in the hall-

way at the Church under the “Drew Pantry” signage.  

Thank you to those that have already donated. 

Drew Pantry Collection  

Friends, please be on the look out for any emails that says it 

is sent by Rev. Kate Hillis and does not have her correct 

email address —leadpastor@umcmadison.org. there have 

been some fraudulent emails sent. 

Email Scam Caution 

End Hunger 3.6   

On Saturday March 9 from 9-11AM, the UMC in Madison 

will be taking a group to participate in this mission project to 

pack nutritious non-perishable meals to feed the hungry in 

New Jersey. It will be held in the Simon Forum at Drew. 

Please register here http://madisonrotarynj.org/ 

for yourself or family:  and under group name, write UMC 

Madison. We will meet at 8:45AM in the church parking lot to 

go over together. All ages are welcome! Any questions, see 

Pastor Kate..  

Mark your calendars: 
Sunday, March 3 

 SPRC Meeting after 10 AM service 

Wednesday, March 6 

 Ash Wednesday  

 5:30 pm Dinner & Coloring Activity (all welcome) 

 7:00 pm Worship 

Saturday, March 9  

 End Hunger 3.6—9-11am 

Sunday, March 17 

 Special Conf. Update meeting after the   

       10AM service (lunch will be served) 

 

LOOKING AHEAD... 

Holy Week 

Thursday, April 18 

 Maundy Thursday Worship and Dinner 6-8 pm. 

Friday, April 19 

 Good Friday Worship–7 pm 

Sunday, April 21 
 Easter Sunday 7:30 am Easter Sunrise Worship 

        9:30 am Breakfast 

        10 am Easter Worship  

kids corner... 

 

During church school today, we will discuss the following 

Please feel free to ask your children over dinner tonight 

about what we shared during church school.   

  

“what does it mean to give something up or make a change 

for Lent?  What is something our family can commit to for 

Lent?” 

http://madisonrotarynj.org/
http://www.madisonrotarynj.org
http://www.madisonrotarynj.org
http://www.madisonrotarynj.org
http://www.madisonrotarynj.org
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Donations for  

Rev. Jean Takasongo 

 

Church Council Highlights Interfaith   
Food Pantry 

The newly formed Church Council met 

several times to begin working on the admin-

istration and missional strategy for 2019. A 

brief meeting was held on Sunday, January 

13, following worship service to review and 

approve the 2019 Financial Operating Budget 

as presented by Blair Conley, lead of the Finance Ministry 

Team.  We were able to gain insight into the anticipated 

pledged giving as well as the commitment from the Trus-

tees to continue supporting the operating budget through 

facility management and lease fees generated through our 

relationship with Drew University and Acorn Academy.  

The first full meeting was held on Wednesday, February 

13. The agenda was facilitated by Soren Hessler, Assistant-

Chair of the Church Council while Jeanne Eisele, Chair of 

the Church Council, prepared the minutes. Church Council 

meetings are planned for the second Wednesday of each 

month through June.  The meetings are open to any con-

gregant who would like to join us.  The meetings have 

rules and structure as outlined in the Book of Discipline 

which guides the framework for motions and voting proce-

dures. We will cover the operations of each working minis-

try team while setting aside time to focus on the Missional 

Vision that has emerged through recent Leadership work-

ing sessions. Your connection to the vision and strategy for 

ministries within our congregation and for outreach to the 

wider community will be important input to each of these 

meetings.  Please reach out to anyone on the Church   

Council with your thoughts, your prayers and your joyful 

participation.  In Peace and Joy,  

Jeanne Eisele  

Church Council  

The Interfaith Food Pantry continues to work to meet the 

needs of the food insecure in Morris County. In 2018 the 

IFP:        

 

  Distributed 1.17 million pounds of food to over 10,000  

        neighbors.  

  Increased the amount of fresh produce distributed by 38%     

        through the Free Farmers Market and Healthy Choices          

        Mobile Pantry.   

  Rescued 221,643 pounds of food from supermarkets and       

        farms that would otherwise have gone to waste. 

 Provided food to 400 households in remote areas of Morris   

 County through the expanded Healthy Choices Mobile             

 Pantry that had not previously been served. 
  

Thank you for continuing to support the Pantry through your   

 food donations.  Current items needed include:  Canned fruit 

(packed in juice), pasta/whole wheat pasta/tomato sauce, tu-

na fish, peanut butter, canned soup, baby food - stage 

1,2,3.  Food can be put in the baskets outside the library. 
 

Katy Galton 

Family Promise is celebrating over 30 years of helping 

families overcome homelessness and lead self-sufficient lives.  This is 

possible with the help of over 1600 volunteers and over 80 congrega-

tions and many donors.  Our Church has participated in the FP program 

since its beginning, first as a host church and now as a support church 

assisting when St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic Church in Madison hosts 

the families 3 times each year. 
 

On February 14, 2019, Family Promise Morris County initiated it’s 

“About Us” video to bring attention to its program and its 30 year histo-

ry.  The video can be viewed on the Family Promise Morris County 

Facebook page, and we have been asked to help promote the video by 

going to Facebook and clicking the “Love” button, then viewing, com-

menting and sharing it via Facebook and other social media sites.   
 

The latest Family Promise newsletter has much interesting information 

about its program, including “Project Homeless Connect” which took 

place at St. Peter’s Church in Morristown when the families were treat-

ed to a day of food, haircuts, pet therapy, links to resources, referrals 

and more.  There was also news of this year’s successful Holiday Party 

and donation of pajamas, hats and gloves for the winter season by Holy 

Family School in Florham Park. 
 

The next opportunity for UMC Madison to assist at St. Vincent’s will be 

the week of April 7-14.  Look for more information in our next      

newsletter. 

Laurie Hagerich 

Family Promise Coordinator    

In May Rev. Takasongo will be returning for a vacation to his 

hometown in the Congo.  Last year our congregation col-

lected items for his family which was well need and well 

received.  We want to help Rev. Takasongo’s family again 

this year….. Here is what is needed:- 

 

        - Merdi [girl] 14 years, size shoes 8 

        -  Emmanuela, [ girl] 12 years, size 7 shoes 

        -  Plamedie [girl] 10 years, size 7 shoes 

        -  Denise [girl] 8 years, size 6 shoes 

        -  Samuel [boy] 5 years[ child size] 5 shoes 

 

If you need questions about sizing pleased call Natalie in the 

church office.  Thank you! 
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Dave Green Don Crane 

Family of Jim Casola Barbara Boyd 

Alexa Alvey Flowers Katie King 

Larry Burlingame Ray Barry 

  

  

Our Church Family 
People we remembered in prayer 

March 2019 

Known  
March 
Birthdays 

 

News From UMC Women 

Oliver Dines 

Emma Voorshees 

Selina Joy Cicogna 

Thomas Galton 

Ryan Grzymala 

Charlotte Lillard 

Patrick McCormick 

Courtney McKinnon 

Blake Pierro 

Justin Pierro 

Benjamin Shoaf 

Rebecca Shoaf 

Travis Tumbleson-Pierro 

March 10 

In 2019 United Methodist Women will celebrate its 150th   

Anniversary of Faith, Hope and Love in action.  A Birth-

day Celebration is planned for Saturday, March 23, 2019, 

at Boston University in Massachusetts.  Although this is a 

bit far for our local UMW unit to travel, I would ask that 

we all keep this celebration and the continued mission of 

United Methodist Women  in our prayers.  Here is a link to 

the UMW website where you can find more information 

and how to donate to the Legacy Fund, which has been a 

focus of the 150th Anniversary Celebration:  https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home 

 

On March 23, 1869, in Boston, Massachusetts, Clementina 

Butler and Lois Parker informed six women members of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church about the desperate health 

care and educational needs of women in India. Their Call 

to Action raised funds to send Isabella Thoburn, a teacher, 

and Clara Swain, a doctor, to India. The meeting in March 

led to the formation of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 

Society, the first of many Methodist women’s mission or-

ganizations to address the injustices imposed on women 

and girls in the 19th century. United Methodist Women is 

their successor, and we celebrate 150 years of changing 

the lives of women, children and youth. 

 

In 2014, the Board of Directors launched the Legacy Fund 

Endowment Campaign, setting a goal to raise $60 million. 

The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign is both historic 

and unprecedented, with the campaign's theme, Together, 

we are building our legacy, celebrating the legacy of the 

courageous women who founded this mission movement, 

as well as the legacy that today's members will leave for 

future generations of United Methodist women, to create 

their legacy to carry the mission of faith, hope, love in ac-

tion forward in the world for years to come.   

 

On February 5, 2019, the Naomi Circle was invited to a 

meeting of the Sara Circle of Chatham UMC and I did at-

tend this very interesting program presented by Stuart 

Shippey on “Detachable Shirt Collars, Forerunner of Ar-

row Shirts in the Albany NY area in the 1800’s”. We hope 

to join with the Chatham UMW for more programs in the 

future.  On January 31, a few Naomi Circle members 

braved the frigid weather to attend the Music at Noon con-

cert and lunch at Morristown UMC.   We were warmed by 

the hot soup and beautiful chamber music. 
 

Laurie Hagerich 

UMW Coordinator    

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home
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Worship Schedule  

Early Morning Worship                              8:30 a.m. 

Family Worship & Sunday School   10:00 a.m.  
         Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.  

The Gathering Worship & Meal Fellowship   5:00 p.m. 
 

Coming up: 
March 6    Ash Wednesday 5:30pm Dinner & Coloring Activity, 7pm Worship   

    (all welcome) 

March 9    End Hunger 3.6  (9-11 am) 

March 10    Daylight Saving 

March 11    Trustees Meeting 

March 13     7 pm Charge Conf. Mtg./7:30 pm Church Council  

March 17    Special Conf. Update Meeting with lunch  

March 24    Anniversary Sunday                  

          

    Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org 

 

 

http://www.umcmadison.org

