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A Message from the Pastor
Gracious Hosts
It has been quite some time since we have been hosts to
such an event. It took great planning and time from both
our staff and parishioners, as well as coordination with staff
members from the conference office.
What a day! I could not have been more proud of having
us host the event. How often are we able to host not only
other churches but welcome such a diverse group of ethnic
and culturally varied congregations. I cannot thank our
members and staff enough for the wonderful way they all
received our brothers and sisters.

This summer, while I was attending a conference in
Atlanta I received a phone call from our District Superintendent asking for a favor. The group Church Conferences planned for September 23rd were now in need of a
new “place” to meet. The question: Was Madison able
to host the event? Well, after a few phone calls I was
able to confirm that yes, we would be able to host twenty
-one churches holding their conferences on Saturday
September 23rd.
If you are not aware, our church is on the western edge of
the Gateway North District. Most of the other churches
are found in the more eastern and urban part of the
district.

There are indeed times that try the human soul and there are
times that lift the human spirit. On September 23rd we experienced the latter. We should remember this in times of
the former.
Blessings,

Blessing of the Animals
We will be celebrating
our furry friends on
October 8th.
Almost all welcome ;)

“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace as revealed in the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. Looking within and reaching out, we invite you to meet us
where you are”
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United Methodist Women

T

he Naomi Circle is looking forward to a day on the water with an

ecocruise on the Hackensack River on Wednesday, October 4. Captain Hugh Carola will guide the pontoon boat with about 12 passengers and he provides a running commentary throughout the trip on the
ecology and wildlife of this very interesting area of the Meadowlands. We are hoping to do the Newark Bay excursion to Staten Island. You can find more information about this non-profit group at:
hackensackriverkeeper.org.
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FAMILY PROMISE OF MORRIS COUNTY NEWS
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped with the Family Promise
families at St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic Church on August 11/12. . .
This was our final week for helping to host the families at St. Vincent’s in 2017, but there are other chances to participate in the program, such as the Holiday Party in December and regularly scheduled volunteer training sessions.
FP has scheduled a Volunteer Training Session in October:
Date: Wednesday, October 4, 2017
Place: Family Promise Day Center, 3 Executive Drive, Morris
Plains NJ 07950 / Time: 7 to 9 pm
Call: 973-998-0820 to reserve a spot
These training sessions cover a wide range of issues for new volunteers and those who would like a refresher. Snacks will be provided.
Family Promise has an ongoing need for toiletries, cleaning supplies, paper products and other items on their Wish List which I
will post on the bulletin board in the Library. The latest Family
Promise newsletter has issued a special TIME SENSITIVE request
for donations to the Keys to Housing Program, which serves a vital
role in helping clients on their path to self-sufficiency by locating,
obtaining and retaining permanent housing. The goal is to raise
$60,000 to provide up to 15 families with the initial one-time cost
of move-in expenses of $3,000 per unit. So far over $20,000 has
been raised. More information on the Keys to Housing Program
can be found on the Family Promise website,
www.familypromisemorriscounty.org.
You can contact me with any questions or for further information.
.
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Other News ...
Bits and briefs
COAT DRIVE:

Usher in autumn by cleaning
out your closets and select gently used coats of all sizes for the
annual Market Street Mission
COAT GIVE-AWAY to be held on Morristown Green,
Saturday, November 4th. A donation box is in the hallway
outside the church library through October 25. If you
would like to volunteer to help with coat distribution in
Morristown on Saturday Nov 4th, contact Natalie in the
church office to sign up. THANK YOU

Volunteers Needed for Bottle Hill Day,

Interfaith Food Pantry

Saturday, Oct. 7

Thank you for your backpack and school sup-

B

ottle Hill Day is Saturday, October 7,
and our church will once again have a
booth. We’ll give out cups of Fair Trade coffee and have Fair Trade coffee, chocolate and
other goods available for purchase as part of
our outreach. We’ll also have brochures and
information about the church to share with
those who stop by.
Volunteers are needed to help staff the booth for one
or two hour shifts, and also to help with set-up and tear
down. If you’d like to be involved in this outreach, please
contact the church office. church@umcmadison.org

ply donations. With your help, the Food Pantry
was able to give filled backpacks to our food
pantry families.
A special than you to Scott Ostlund------ who
organized the church youth to collect food at
Madison Stop & Shop on Sunday, September 24. Their collection
was part of Action Against Hunger, a community service program
administered by the Foundation of Northern NJ Inc., formerly
known as North Jersey Media Group Foundation. The program
runs the largest one-day food drive in the metropolitan area. The
948 pounds they collected combined with the other 13 grocery
store collection sites in Morris County collected pounds of food
for the Food Pantry.

Heart ‘n Hand

Please continue to bring in your food donations for the Food Pantry. Items especially needed now include : Canned fruit,

Come join us on Saturday, October 7th for breakfast

brown rice, Parmalat (shelf stable, 32 oz. size), canned
beans (not green beans), dried beans, peanut butter, low
sodium soups, and Boost or Ensure, and Glucerna.

and fellowship at the Nautilus to kick off the Fall season
and discuss upcoming project.
Contact Kerstin White or Kathy Shoaf for more details
on Heart ‘n Hand projects.
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Sun

1

Choir
Concert

3

2

Wed

Tue

12 noon Taco
Tuesday

Thu

Fri

4

5

6

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

8 pm AA

9am Walking
Group
5-7 pm
PAT
(Performing
Arts Troupe
8 pm

8 pm AA

13

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5:00 pm The
Gathering

8 pm AA

7:00 pm Book
Study @ DRIP
8 pm AA

8Blessing of

9

10

11
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12 noon Taco
Tuesday

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

7:00 pm Book
Study @ DRIP

10:45 am Book
study

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

9am Walking
Group
5-7 pm
PAT
(Performing
Arts Troupe)
8 pm

16

17
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6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

8 pm AA

9am Walking
Group
5-7 pm
PAT
(Performing
Arts Troupe)
8 pm

Newsletter
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11:00 am
Acorn Bible
Art Class

8 pm AA

12 noon Taco
Tuesday
7:30 pm
Budget Meeting
7:00 pm Book
Study @ DRIP

23

24

25

26

27

12 noon Taco
Tuesday
7:00 pm Book
study @ DRIP

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

9am Walking
Group
5-7 pm
PAT
(Performing
Arts Troupe)
8 pm

30

31

the Animals
8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5:00 pm The
Gathering

15
8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5:00 pm The
Gathering

22

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5:00 pm The
Gathering

29

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5:00 pm The
Gathering

10:45 am Book
study

10:45 am Book
study

10:45 am Book
study

14

11:00 am
Acorn Bible
Study

21

8 pm AA

11:00 am
Acorn Bible
Study
8 pm AA

7:00 pm Book
Study @ DRIP
8 pm AA

November Newsletter Deadline: October 20
4

7
Bottle Hill Day

12 noon Taco
Tuesday

8 pm AA

Sat

28

October 2017

Interfaith Food Pantry

P.A.T.

On Sunday September 24th our church participated in the

(Performing Art Troupes)
We’re off to a great start!

annual Action Against Hunger Food Drive. The weather cooperated in providing a beautiful day for our volunteers to do their
part. Customers donated food or funds to the cause. We were
located outside Stop & Shop in Madison and collected 948
pounds of food and $93.00 dollars. Thank you to everyone that
came out to help!

K

ids…….On Thursday evenings between 5:00—7:00
pm join us for a fun evening of dance, bells and
much more.
I am thankful for all the ringers who are joining us again
from previous seasons, as well as the new ringers who are
joining us for the first time! It is still not too late to join
P.A.T — if you are in grades 1 through 6 and love to make
a joyful noise, come out and join us!
The October rehearsal schedule is:
Thursday , Oct. 5
5-7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 12
5-7 p.m.
Thursday , Oct. 19
5-7 p.m.
Thursday Oct. 26
5-7 p.m.
(we plan to perform during the 10 am. service—
stay tuned for dates )
If you would like to join or have any questions, please feel
free to contact me at umcmseeds@gmail.com

Daniel & Kathleen
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM—Feeding my Lambs
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others

Whenever and wherever

Distribute 1,200 backpacks filled with supplies to needy school
children and teens in our area.

disaster strikes, the presence of
relief and recovery teams becomes critical to the care and return of well being for those involved. United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the
domestic and international arm of our church that is ready for immediate response to any disaster or health crisis. UMCOR has
been called upon to step up to multiple disasters with Hurricanes
Irma, Harvey,
Jose, and Maria
plus the devastating earthquakes
in
Mexico City.
UMCOR does
respond to domestic
and international
crises with immediately needed
supplies such as
food, clean water, temporary
shelter, hygiene supplies and non-food items. Other needs are met
with health kits and cleaning/flood buckets. UMCOR's work starts
when search and rescue operations for survivors is over. The organization partners with communities in their long-term recovery
effort by sending in trained Emergency Response Team Volunteers (ERT).
Our congregation has joined others in sending donations that allow
the relief-supply agency to purchase and provide the most
needed items. In addition loving
hands have taken on the scavenger hunt fun of filling a cleaning
bucket with the required supplies. The buckets have been
made available to the congregation as well as at the local Farmers' Market in Madison. Cleaning
buckets and health kits are delivered to the local supply depot in
Newton NJ (located at the Andover UMC) and will then be
shipped to one of the larger depots such as UMCOR Sager Brown
in Louisiana. It is critical to continue refilling the warehouses so
that supplies are ready for the next unanticipated
disaster relief effort.
Market Street Mission has been actively serving
the poor, needy and homeless in Morris County
since 1889. Part of their mission is to help their
guests overcome addiction and poverty through a
life centered on Christ. The programs aim at meeting the critical needs of homeless and disadvantaged men, women and children through our emergency services
program. Through the 8 to 12 month residential treatment program
participants share in the daily work at the Thrift Store, Bible study,
chapel service, group and individual counseling, AA/NA meetings, and computer assisted and classroom instruction. The goal is
to help the guests to achieve self-sufficiency including skills to
find sustainable work and shelter.

The Annual Coat Drive is one of the outreach services organized by
the staff, residents and volunteers to provide warm winter coats to others in need. During October, our congregation can bring in gently used
coats of all sizes that will be sorted and distributed by Market Street
Mission at the Morristown Green on the morning of Saturday, November 4th. The coats will be displayed on the Green where those in need
can 'shop' for the best outerwear to help keep them warm throughout
the winter. So clean out those closets and share from your abundance.

AFWH- A Future with Hope Update
A Future with Hope (AFWH), conceived as the
mission arm of the Greater NJ Annual Conference, is dedicated to
helping families with SuperStorm Sandy recovery and continues its
effort to help rebuild homes and lives in our communities. Our church
has supported the rebuilding effort through hands on volunteers and
by preparing meals to feed the scores of volunteers that come from
across the country. To date the results include completion of restoration of 250 homes, 10 homes under construction, hosting 11,730 volunteers at 10 host sites. AFWH case managers have worked with 450
families and households totaling over 1000 individuals.
October 1, 2017 is World Communion Sunday
Your gifts to the World Communion Sunday offering equip racialand ethnic-minority students in the United States and international students to transform the church and communities by providing educational scholarships for undergraduate, graduate and non-degree programs. Your contributions can be made through our church with
World Communion clearly noted in the memo.
Peace
Jeanne Eisele
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Known
October
Birthdays

A Choir Festival Concert
Drew University & UMC in Madison

On October 1st, UMC in Madison and Drew University came
together for a Choir Festival Concert benefiting the victims of
Harvey and Irma. The event was a huge success and featured
Drew University’s very own Ubuntu Choir, The Seminary Choir
and many more. Thank you to Daniel Leguizamon and Mark
Miller for their collaboration and fine work in pulling this concert
together.

Vic Schumacher
Jeff Pheifer
Jodi Balfe
Heather Michelle Cannon
Sharon Currey
Hannah Darling
Emilia Christine Donio
Eileen Helck
Katherine Paige
Peter Pivarnik
Ian Christopher Thompson
Taaitulagi Tuioti

Our Church Family
People we remembered in prayer
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Javier Viera

Those suffering from hurricanes and earthquakes

Walt Anderson

Steve Faig

The Waters Family

Tanya Jullienne

Bill Mancinelli

Bette Schumacher

Inez Walling

Katie King

Worship Schedule
Early Morning Worship
8:30 a.m.
Family Worship & Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.

Coffee and Fellowship
The Gathering

11:15 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Coming up:
OCT 7—Bottle Hill Day — (be sure to visit our booth!)
OCT 8—Blessing of the Animals
OCT 8– Youth Group Meeting
OCT 24—Budget Meeting

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org

New Book Study Begins Tuesday evenings at DRIP
“A Testament of Hope”

Join us on Tuesday evenings from 7 p.m – 8 p.m. at DRIP coffee shop
on Main Street Madison to discuss Martin Luther King Jr. book
“A Testament of Hope”. For more information you can contact
Scott Ostlund.
d.scott.ostlund@gmail.com
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