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A Message from the Pastor

I want to personally thank all of those who came out for the ChurchWide Town Hall meeting a few Sundays ago. The pastors and I were very
encouraged by the turnout and it speaks volumes about how much you
care for this community. For those of you who couldn’t make it, we want
to update you on what you missed!
Scott, Taylor and I presented a synopsis of the information we gleaned
from all of the house-talks and one-on-one conversations we have had so
far. The questions we asked in the house talks were:






What do you value about the UMC Madison
What do you hope for the UMC Madison
What are your concerns for the UMC Madison
What is the purpose of the church?

From these four questions, we received a great deal of information that
we distilled down for all of you. We were able to identify our 6 Core
Values as a church (values that kept coming up again and again in every
house-talk). Identifying an organizations values are important because
they are the guiding principles that help an organization focus its work.
Here’s what we heard for the UMC Madison’s values:
Worship
 Community-Building/Relationships
 Intergenerational Spiritual Formation & Education
 Service & Social Action
 Diversity
 Drew/UMC Connections (College Ministry)
In these conversations, we also heard the hopes and concerns for the
church that we were able to distill down into 8 important ones:

The need for a vision and strategic plan for the church
 The need to recruit and Equip Lay Leadership
 Finances - An approach to finances that is focused on both sustainability and mission
 Intergenerational church growth - what do we need to do in worship
to welcome diverse folks with different worship needs for spiritual
growth?






A desire for an atmosphere of openness to change and trying new
things
A desire for more intentional connections to college students
A desire for more intentional service opportunities
The need to address a culture of busyness.

We presented some next steps for 2019 in an attempt to address some of
these concerns. I have distilled them down and they will include:
 Recruiting new folks to our various committees & work on a process
for equipping lay leadership.
 Working with the Church Council to envision the future of the UMC
Madison together and create a strategic plan that all of the ministries
of the church can begin to adopt and integrate.
 Work with finance team and trustees to create financial sustainability,
and begin to think about where we may need to invest to grow our
church.
 Pastoral staff will work to identify areas of overlap and relationshipbuilding between Drew University/UMC Madison
 Equip a Mission/Outreach team to think strategically about the future
of service and mission and the church.
 Pastoral staff and worship team will begin to think about what diversity and depth in worship looks like in this context.
I am so excited about the future God is calling us into as a church. It may
not be clearly in focus yet, but the potential is certainly there and your willingness to invest in this community will make it undoubtedly possible.
Thank you all for your openness, your willingness to welcome Taylor and
me into this congregation, and your desire to look toward the future and
discern where God might be leading. This is an exciting time — I hope
you feel it. Each of you are an important part of this community, and it is
only with you that we can move toward the mission of God in the world.
Grace & peace to you, my friends.
Kate

“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace
as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.”
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United Methodist Women

Our UMW unit has been invited to a meeting of the Chatham UMW at
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Chatham UMC, 460 Main Street, on Tuesday, November 6, 2018, at 9:30
am, when Anita Huffman will present the program “My Walk Along the El
Camino” about her pilgrimage to St. James of Compostela Shrine in Spain.
Refreshments will follow the program. If you are interested in attending this
very interesting program, please call or email me, so I can inform the Chatham ladies of the approximate number attending. I will be going and will be
happy to take others. On Saturday, October 20, I attended the Greater NJ
United Methodist Women 2018 Fall Meeting at the Church's Mission Resource Center in Neptune, NJ, a beautiful and welcoming space. Diane
VanPatten and Angela Notari, from Chatham UMW came with me. There
were about 150 women in attendance, which brought me awareness there
are many committed, enthusiastic and energetic women dedicated to many
social issues and keeping UMW alive. The theme of the meeting was Mass
Incarceration of People of Color: Breaking the School to Prison Pipeline.
Many current issues were brought forth in the panel discussion, and in the
table displays as we entered, such as improving education opportunities in
needy areas, voter registration campaign, Living Wage for All Campaign,
Pray It Forward Campaign, among others. One of the panel members was
Michael Landis, Director of the Neighborhood Center in Camden, which
our circle has been supporting for several years. I was glad to have the opportunity to meet him personally and he spoke passionately about the work
of the Center and the Camden College Access Network, a program to encourage students to attend college as a way to stay out of prison. For more
information on this program, see the Neighborhood Center’s Facebook
page. The UMW Annual Meeting, Installation of Officers and updates on
current programs, campaigns and report on the National UMW Assembly
all took place after lunch. In 2019 UMW will be celebrating "150 Years of
Faith, Hope and Love in Action". A Birthday Celebration is planned for
Saturday, March 23, 2019 at Boston University, Boston MA. There are tentative plans to travel to Boston by train for this important event. PLEASE
SAVE THE DATE of Thursday, December 20 when the Naomi Circle will
attend the Music at Noon concert at UMC Morristown at 12:15 pm. The
Christmas Singers, a vocal group which includes Patricia Ruggles, a former
soloist and friend of our Church, will present festive music of the season
from around the world. Before the program a soup and salad lunch will be
served at the Morristown Church. We will meet in our own Church parking
lot at 11 am and car pool to Morristown. Please call or email me if you can
attend.
The Naomi Circle will continue to collect for The Neighborhood Center of
Camden, New Jersey, which is supported by United Methodist Women and
the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. The Neighborhood Center helps with the needs of children and teenagers in Camden
NJ, an area of great need. Donations can be made by collection of quarters
in plastic medicine vials (please use your own vial) or
by placing a check payable to “United Methodist Women” in the offering
plate. Please note “Neighborhood Center” in the memo portion of your
check. Please see me at Church or contact me by phone or email if you have
a collection of quarters you would like to turn over. The donations are deposited into the United Methodist Women bank account and a check is then
issued to The Neighborhood Center. I thank everyone most sincerely for
their donations.
Laurie Hagerich
Telephone: 973-377-9407 Email: hager1@optonline.net
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Other News ...
Bits and briefs
Angel Tree

New Members

Jump Start your Holiday - Pick an Angel is ready for

We are always happy to welcome new members into our

you to select the perfect Family Promise family for a gift.
While the Tree is not up, you can select an Angel during coffee
hour in the Library. See Jeanne Eisele or Laurie Hagerich.
Select a gift, sign your name and ENJOY! the holiday spirit.
Gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December 9th, to
prepare them for delivery. Peace & Joy!

church family.
We welcome:
Kevin & Noreen O’Brien
Soren Hessler & Jennifer Quigley
Maria Meo, Shirley Crane and their boys, Stephen & Noah.

Save the Date...
Advent Soup Lunch & Outreach Project
Sunday, December 2

Thanksgiving Basket Project 2018

Join us after the 10 AM. service as we share lunch

The Interfaith Food Pantry is preparing

and assemble the UMCOR flood buckets.
If you are interested in bringing soup to
share please contact Lisa Moro to let
her know what you’ll be bringing.

for their annual holiday program and anticipate
that they will need at least 1,600 baskets.
Please bring you donations by Nov. 5, 12 and

19. The sooner you can bring donations the better!
Financial donations are always welcome to help us fill in
where necessary. In addition to tur keys or hams, the
Food Pantry will provide each family with the other food
items needed to make a complete holiday dinner. Items
needed include:
 Stuffing, instant potatoes, roll mix or muffin mix
 turkey gravy, apple or cranberry juice or other
100% juice, canned vegetables (low-salt if possible)
 canned fruit, jello or pudding
 hearty soups (low-salt if possible)
 nuts
 pickles
 salad dressing
 coffee or tea
 cake mix and icing or brownie mix
 Parmalat, powdered milk or evaporated milk
If you would like to donate a turkey, please contact Katy
Galton (973–765–9061) to make arrangements.

Thank You

Thank you to everyone that helped out at this years Bottle Hill
Day. A big thank you to Kellie Krondon for taking the lead and
for having Fair Trade items available for sale.

Farewell
Join us on November 11th to say farewell to Dick and Kirsten
White. They have been part of our church community for
23 years. They will be missed!
We have a Hymnal circulating for words and sentiments– you
can find the hymnal in the office or in the Library.

Katy Galton
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Mon

Sun

Wed

Tue

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3
Church Conference at Chatham
UMC at 12:30PM

8 pm AA

4

All Saints
Remembrance

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
GatheringWorship

11

5

6

7 pm Book
Study

7 pm Book
Study

7

8

9

8 pm AA

10:30 Book
Study

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

12

13

14

15

16

8 pm AA

23

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
GatheringWorship

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

18

19

20

21

22

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering
Worship

Newsletter
Deadline

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

25

26

27

28

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering
Worship

7 pm Book
Study

7 pm Book
Study

7:30 pm
Church Council

8 pm AA

17

6:30 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:30 Book
Study

6:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

Thanksgiving
Day

10:30 Book
Study

6:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

(Office Closed)

(Office Closed)

29

30

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

10:30 Book
Study
8 pm AA

10

6:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

8 pm AA

December Newsletter Deadline: Nov. 18
4
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From Pastor
Taylor
Happy Fall, friends!
I must say, I am LOVING getting to experience the season of Fall here in New Jersey. In Alabama, Fall usually
lasts for a day or three and then it's hot again. But here...
the leaves change slowly, the chill in the air invites bonfires and long hikes in the woods, and (at least in my
house) great big pots of wassail are made to enjoy all
season long!
As this year has begun in full swing, I am so grateful for
the work that the parents have done to allow me the opportunity to teach their kids during confirmation. We've
had two teaching sessions so far, and we have certainly
been covering A LOT! During our time together, we've
learned about the differences and similarities in our faith
and the Jewish faith of Jesus; we've learned about the
formation of the early church; and we've learned about the
life of John Wesley and how The United Methodist
Church came to be!
It has been such an exciting time of learning with the students. At our last confirmation session, they even got in
touch with their artistic sides as they drew their interpretations of particular events in United Methodist
History. This time together has been so valuable to me
and to their learning. I am finding myself grateful for
more than just the beautiful fall leaves during this
season... I am also grateful for the time I get to spend
learning from your students! I look forward to continuing
our learning together throughout the year. I hope you enjoy the images of their art as much as I have!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Taylor
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others

Global Disaster Response

Hurricane sea-

UMCOR International Disaster Response
UMCOR was able to respond to earthquakes and tsunami
in Indonesia due to the consistent partnership with local
relief organization. UMCOR is able to work with partners
on the ground to support assessment, initial relief work
and further evaluation and prioritization of needs for each
recovery phase.

son 2018 made it
feel like deja vu
all over again as
Hurricanes Florence and Micheal swept across the south-

ern and eastern states. Hurricane Florence was very

much a rain, water and flooding disaster while Hurricane Michael brought unimaginable winds that wreaked havoc

UMCOR is also working in the Philippines where the devastating Typhoon Mangkhut brought severe destruction to
many villages in the storm's path. Disaster Management
training of United Methodist conferences has helped regions to be more prepared in advance of storms and thus

on the Florida Panhandle and Alabama then swiftly lashed across
Georgia bring destruction along its path. Last fall, our congregation came together to assemble cleaning buckets with much needed supplies to help those effected by disastrous storms to begin
recovery. And so once again we are being challenged to collect
supplies and fill those 5 gallon pails with the assortment of about 20

alleviate the human suffering.
Skylands Outreach Depot
Thank you for your generous support of the Health Kit
project. Our congregation donated 6 dozen hand towels
and 18 wash cloths inclusion when the kits are assembled.
November 25, 2018 is United Methodist
Student Sunday
Your gifts to the UM Student Sunday offer-

items. The supplies are already piling up in the Library and we will plan

an all church event to assemble the kits for delivery to the Outreach Depot.

One of the best examples of our connectional church organizational structure is how we come together through United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to meet each
disaster whether domestic or international.
Through the preparedness of the UMCOR supply depots, disaster supplies such as cleaning
buckets and health kits
are ready to be deployed
immediately. In addi-

ing provide loans and scholarships
for undergraduate and graduate
students throughout the country.
These funds help students pursue
their educational goals at the institution of their choice. Many of
these young people plan to return to their churches
after graduation to share their gifts, including a pastor’s son who is studying to be a church pianist,
a religious studies major focused on interfaith relations, and a speech pathology student who hopes to
run her church’s youth program one day. Your contributions can be made through our church
with Student Sunday clearly noted in the memo.

tion, 100% of the donations to UMCOR are
used for the designated
recovery and relief efforts.

Poured Out

Even before Hurricane Michael made landfall, UMCOR
OctoberCoordinators
worship theme
Conference Disaster Response
and local
leaders were able to secure 35,000ft of warehouse space in

the Florida region and begin assembling the necessary
equipment to expeditiously stock and distribute relief supplies. Each Conference jurisdiction that was impacted by
the storms, also received immediate grants to have funds
available to begin distribution to help families and congregations start their clean up toward recovery. Local congregations as well as partner agencies are working together to
assess the damage and the needs of individuals as they plan
for the influx of volunteer Emergency Response Teams who
will start the process of clearing out homes and churches
before the restoration stage can commence. http://

The annual Giving Tuesday is November 27, 2018. On this day many organi-

zations will be highlighted for charitable contributions. UMCOR is one
of the organizations that will be accepting donations in ADVENT of the
Christmas Holidays and our national season of gift
giving. Consider sharing through UMCOR

www.umcor.org/

Jeanne Eisele
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News from
Family Promise

Known
Birthdays
in
November

Thursday, November 8, is the date for “An Evening of Promise,” the Volunteer Recognition and Appreciation Dinner, when
Family Promise shows its appreciation to the countless volunteers who make the program possible. This year’s Evening of
Promise will celebrate 30 years and counting of service to those
in need in Morris County. The dinner will be held at Meadow
Wood Manor in Randolph from 6:30 to 9:30 pm. Several volunteers have already signed up, and I will be glad to provide transportation if you call or email me.

Tommy Anderson
Barbara Capron Holm
Mike Donati
Vivian Lee
Theodore Merrick
Sarah Miller
Abigail Shoaf
Kyle Smith
Grace Van Sciver

Jump Start your Holiday by picking an Angel which are ready
for you to select the perfect Family Promise family for a gift.
You can select an Angel during coffee hour in the Library.
Many Angels have already been selected but there are some
remaining. Select a gift, sign your name and ENJOY the holiday spirit. Gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December
9th, to prepare them for delivery. Peace & Joy!

Our Church Family

Thanks to Jeanne Eisele for getting the Angel Tree Holiday Gift
Program off to an early start this year.

People we remembered in prayer

The Family Promise Summer/Fall Newsletter can be accessed
on the FP website, www.familypromisemorris.org/media/
monthly-newsletter/. There are many good updates on new programs, family status, needed items and improvements to the
Day Center through volunteer efforts and partnerships.

Larry Burlingame

Stuart Harvett

Richard Reede

Ruth Kletz

Steve Faig

Katie King

John Glascock

The Gauvin Family

If you have any questions or need more information about the
Family Promise program, please let me know.

Updated mailing addresses for:

Laurie Hagerich, Coordinator
Telephone: 973-377-9407
Email: hager1@optonline.net

Volunteer Training and needs during the December holidays.

Barbara Boyd

Dick & Kirsten White

Gary Residence
Apt. 21
Montpelier
VT 05602

32 Franklin Street
Exeter
NH 03833

Fair Trade Coffee Sale — Dec. 2
During coffee hour in the church library
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Worship Schedule
Early Morning Worship
Family Worship & Sunday School

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.

Coffee and Fellowship

11:15 a.m.

The Gathering with meal and fellowship

5:00 p.m.

Coming up:
November
November
November
November
December

3
4
18
27
2

Annual Church Conf. at Chatham UMC 12:30 pm.
All Saints Remembrance, Fair Trade Coffee Sale
Hospitality Sunday, Church School will host Coffee Hour

Church Council Meeting at 7:30 pm
Advent soup lunch & Outreach Project

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org

T

Christmas Flower Donations

he upcoming season of Advent is a time of
preparing our hearts for the joy of Christmas and
the coming of our Messiah. We hope you will participate
in helping to decorate our church to celebrate this
season of miracles.
If you would like to donate to the Christmas Flower
Fund in honor or memory of a loved one, please complete the form below and return it with your donation to
the church office either by mail or by placing it in the
Sunday offering plate. The deadline for contributions is
Sunday, December 14. Thank you!

Suggested Donation: $20 minimum
Donor’s Name:_________________________________
My donation is:
In memory of __________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
In honor of ____________________________________
______________________________________________
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