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A Message from the Pastor
Change - “Doing” & “Being”
The Town Hall meeting of the congregation on Sunday
February 25th
(Anniversary Sunday)
could not have been a
more appropriate time
to look at the future in
light of the past.
I am so impressed with the leadership here in Madison—
among both staff parish members and the congregation at
large. The honest expressions of feelings, the concise voicing
of concerns, and the hopeful vision of the future, were literal
building blocks for an exciting future that needs to have a
secure foundation.
The bishop and cabinet have not only appointed a new pastor
(Kate Hillis) but also presented a plan for new possibilities for
ministry in partnership with Drew and the Madison community. Of course time will tell but there is excitement about what
the future may look like!
Accepting the changes to come has been hard. I will be the
first to admit. But soon enough that change will become the
norm, it will not be new anymore but rather the day-to-day
activity of the congregation. So the real challenge is asking
what part will all of you play in being that change? How will
YOUR lives change with regard to the new challenges of
ministry? Ministry for me has always been most successful
and fulfilling when laity have been the change we are seeking.

While visiting her hometown last week Kathy told me that a new
Presbyterian minister has begun to grow the ministry in his
church. Kathy and her family are United Methodist so it is
always interesting when church news crosses the isle or street.
Kathy’s sister said one of the differences made in that first year
resulted from a plea from the pastor. He said Give me one year,
one year, where you will all do your best to attend church! Well,
guess what? It has turned things around. People made that effort,
and other efforts, to be that change they sought.
This is my hope for this church and for the church I will be pastoring in Allendale; the laity will be the change they want to see.
Grace and Peace,

Mark your calendars:
Thursday, March 29
Holy Thursday Worship–7:30 p.m.
Remembering the Last Supper
Friday, March 30
Good Friday Worship–7:30 p.m.
“It is finished.” The Death of Jesus
Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunday Worship-7:30 a.m.&10 a.m.

“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace
as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Looking within and
reaching out, we invite you to meet us where you are.”
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Heart & Hand

On Saturday, February 17 these lovely ladies met for breakfast at the
Nautilus Diner to discuss plans and projects for the coming months.
For the calendar:
April 28—Trip to The Botanical Gardens in the Bronx.
May 9—Dinner (venue tbc).
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More information on both events will be given closer to the dates.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The Naomi Circle will meet on Friday, March 23, to attend a performance of Monteverdi’s Pianto della Madonna. All are welcome to join
us for an afternoon of music and fellowship. We will meet in the
church parking lot at noon and walk over to Grace Church.
During March, the Naomi Circle will be joining with Heart and Hand
in supporting collection of 15 x 25” or 17 x 27” hand towels for health
kits to be assembled at Skylands Outreach Depot at Andover UMC in
Sussex. Kitchen, cleaning or microfiber towels are not acceptable.
Towels can be brought to Church during March and will be delivered
to the Outreach Depot after Easter.
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We are continuing our collection for The Neighborhood Center of
Camden, New Jersey, supported by United Methodist Women and the
Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. Donations can be made by collection of quarters in plastic medicine vials
(please use your own vial). When the container is full, please give it to
me for deposit in the UMW account. Or you can give a check payable
to “United Methodist Women” to me. Please do not place checks intended for United Methodist Women in the offering plate, since UMW
has a separate account.
Laurie Hagerich
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Other News ...
Bits and briefs
New Book Study with Robb
us on Wednesday
J oin
morning at 10:45 AM to

discuss Parker J Palmer’s
book “Let Y our Life
Speak” .
Pastor Robb will lead this
study beginning February
28. Copies of the book are
now available for pick up
from the Church office.

Lenten Series 2018
March 4 — Guest Speaker from PEACEWORKS
March 11— Guest Speaker Rachael Phelps, Master of Divinity
Student—Drew Theological School
March 18— Guest speaker from Peace Islands Institute (meal
and fellowship to follow)

PAT

Due to a hefty Spring sport season we have decided to
move PAT practice to Sunday’s after the 10 am service.
We will have a quick coffee hour break and move staright
into practice. We plan to be done by 12 noon. If you
have any question please reach out to Kathleen at
umcmseeds@gmail.com.

Fair Trade Coffee Sales
Sunday March 4
During coffee hour in the church
library

Heart & Hand

In collaboration with Skylands Outreach Depot, housed at
Andover UMC, UMC in Madison will collect hand towels for
the assembly of UMCOR Health Kits. All are encouraged to
bring in, during March, hand towels meeting the following
specifications: 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches.
(NOTE: DO NOT donate kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber
towels).

Did you know… UMC Madison has a
Facebook page? Search “United Methodist
Church in Madison,” and see more photos
from the annual church picnic and Mission
Connect car wash, plus updates.
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Mon

Sun

Wed

Tue

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

5-7 pm
PAT
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Lenten
Speaker

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

11

Lenten
Speaker

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

18

Lenten
Speaker

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

25

Youth Meeting

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

5

6
Trustee’s
Meeting

7

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

8

9

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:45 am
Book Study

10
END HUNGER
3.6

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

12

13

14

15

16

17

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:45 am
Book study
8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

19

20

21

22

23

Newsletter
Deadline

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:45 am
Book study

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

26

27

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

UMW meet
for Grace
Event
8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

28

29

30

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

7:30 pm
HOLY
THURSDAY
WORSHIP

7:30 pm

10:45 am book
study
8 pm AA

GOOD FRIDAY
WORSHIP

8 pm AA

March Newsletter Deadline: February 19
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March 10
End Hunger 3.6

From the
Youth Corner

Madison UMC will be participating in End Hunger 3.6 on March 10.

Hello UMC Madison friends! My thoughts are with every-

Please support End Hunger 3.6 to help fight hunger in our community.
Click the link http://www.madisonrotarynj.org to REGISTER as a
volunteer and press the DONATE button to make your contribution.
Every 3.6 seconds someone dies of malnutrition or starvation. In NJ
and NY, one in five children relies on food stamps to provide daily
meals.
The Madison Rotary Club and Foundation has a goal to package
250,000 meals that will be distributed to local organizations and
charities working with this in need of food. The cost per meal is approximately 28 cents. The more money we raise, the more meals we can
provide. Please click the link above to donate and volunteer.

one as we go through this time of transition. I want to say how
proud I am of the way this congregation has discerned the path
forward amidst change and grief. This is truly a special community of people and I am blessed to be a part of it.
As we move into the month of March a number of events are
on our calendar. Thanks to the leadership of our Outreach team,
the Lenten Speaker Series is kicking off again this week with
guests from Peaceworks, followed by UMCOR, and Peace Islands Institute. A few notes about these upcoming weeks.
March 11 we will have a guest preacher, Rachael Phelps from
Drew Theological School. Rachael is a member of The Gathering and a meaningful part of the Drew and UMC Madison
community. The following week on March 18, the church will
host Peace Islands Institute again. Peace Islands will speak
briefly at the service followed by a shared meal and conversation afterward. Please make a point to join us for this great
event.

Lisa Moro is our coordinator for this event, if you have any questions or
concerns please direct them to lamoro46@gmail.com.

I would also ask that you put Sole Hope on your calendar for
March 11. We will host a shoe-cutting party immediately following the 10am service and we are inviting participants from
outside the congregation. Feel free to give community members
my email if they have any questions or plan on bringing a
group. I look forward to ordering food and enjoying our work
together that day.
I should also remind everyone that the book study on Martin
Luther King Jr. is continuing on Tuesdays at 7pm at Drip
Coffee and The Gathering has been going strong at 5pm on
Sundays. Though our youth will be leading us in each of our
outreach events this month we will also have our monthly
youth group time on March 25 right after the 10am service. Go
ahead and put that on the calendar!

Interfaith Food Pantry
Gala—April 20

So now that my announcements are over let us move into the
spring season with hope and energy for what is to come. Grateful for where we have been and excited about how our church
is being directed toward the good news of the Gospel.

Each year the Interfaith Food Pantry hosts their Annual Spring Gala
which is their signature fundraising event. "From Hunger to Hope" will
be held on April 20 at The Birchwood Manor. This year our church has
been selected to receive The 2018 Pantry Partner Award. at the Gala. The
Pantry Partner Award is given out annually to an organization or individual in recognition of their ongoing partnership with the Interfaith Food
Pantry to end hunger and improve the lives of their neighbors
in need. We began our relationship with the Pantry in the early 1990s
through the efforts of Doris Johnson. Since that time we have supported
the Pantry in numerous ways including ongoing food collection, financial
support through fundraising, offerings, and the Jones Fund, the
youth moving food at Thanksgiving, and also individuals who volunteer
at the Food Pantry regularly. Come join the celebration! If you would
like more information contact Katy Galton at 973 538 8049 or go to the
Food Pantry website www.mcifp.org.

Scott Ostlund
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others
UMCOR Sunday
will be celebrated
on March 11, 2018.
On UMCOR Sunday, all United Methodist churches
come
together to celebrate love in action through contributions to the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR). It is one of six Special Sundays of UMC but
with an focus on the work of this internationally acclaimed disaster response organization that is working
across 57 countries to help those in need after war,
conflict, natural disasters or health crises. Donations on
UMCOR Sunday go directly to cover the well constrained administrative costs for the agency. It is this
model from our connectional church model that allows
all other donations to go to each crisis or disaster, earmarked 100% for these relief efforts.
UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of The United Methodist Church providing disaster response relief.
UMCOR also addresses health crisis events such as
the Ebola outbreak in some African countries in 2014
and 2015 or the need for clean and accessible fresh
water in Haiti, Sudan andDemocratic Republic of the
Congo. Refugees are also a focus for UMCOR projects
such as the migration from Africa, Middle East and
Bangladesh. Children are often in need of special attention during these crises so UMCOR will support educational projects to construct classrooms, offer safe education and recreation area, or install school latrines.
Learn more at www.umcor.org
International Women's Day is March 8, 2018: a global

day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women. The day also marks a call
to action for accelerating gender parity. International
Women's Day (IWD) has been observed since the early
1900's. IWD is a collective day of global celebration
and a call for gender parity. IWD is about unity,
celebration, reflection, advocacy and action – globally
and locally. Based on the priorities of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, International Women’s
Day draws attention to the rights and activism of rural
women, who make up over a quarter of the world
population and majority of the 43% of women in the
global agricultural labor force.
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/About
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2018 Lent/Easter Offering.
This years donations are designated to these Outreach organizations:
Peaceworks - a mission organization that has for
many years provided reconditioned bicycles to
Nicaragua and developed relationships with partner agencies to provide mission services that aid
abused and abandoned youth, struggle against
domestic violence, work toward sustainable agriculture approaches, and support ecotourism
through natural conservation projects. More info
at https://peaceworks.org/

UMCOR Sunday - United Methodist Committee of
Relief (UMCOR) is the global disaster relief agency
of the United Methodist Church.
Jeanne Eisele
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Family Promise News

Known
March
Birthdays

We just finished a very successful time of helping with the
families hosted at St. Vincent’s Martyr Church, during the
week of February 18. I would like to thank our volunteers,
Donna Conley, Karen Jeisi, Natalie Dines and Katy Galton
who prepared a delicious and nutritious meal on Friday evening, which the families enjoyed very much. Donna even accommodated a special request for fish by some of the guests
during the Lenten season. Thanks also to Jeanne Eisele and
Deb Anderson, who helped with dinner cleanup and during the
evening shift. Deb and Karla Tram helped on Saturday and I
was the overnight volunteer. The families were made up of 6
women, 1 man and 8 children, ranging in age from 18 to 1
year. Everyone was friendly, cooperative and appreciative of
the care and concern of the volunteers.

Oliver Dines
Emma Voorshees
Selina Joy Cicogna
Thomas Galton
Ryan Grzymala
Charlotte Lillard
Patrick McCormick
Courtney McKinnon
Blake Pierro
Justin Pierro
Benjamin Shoaf
Rebecca Shoaf
Travis Tumbleson-Pierro

Friday, June 22, and Saturday, June 23 is our next time to
help at St. Vincent’s Martyr Church when the families will
return during the week of June 17.
The latest Family Promise newsletter has some good stories
about Michael and Melissa, a family who were able to move
out of shelter into a new apartment just in time for the holidays
and about another guest who found employment right before
the holidays. Aloha, a former guest, now a Family Promise
volunteer, was recently the recipient of a 2015 donated car.
Children in the Community Support Program were delighted to
receive 20 brand new TREK bicycles donated by BASF corporation. Our Promise, the Day Center in Morristown operated
by Family Promise, is looking for administrative daytime volunteers to work with the daily mail, donations, filing and other
administrative work. If you can help or need further information, please call 973-998-0820 or email
info@familypromisemorris.org. The full newsletter can be
accessed at www.familypromisemorris.org.

Our Church Family
People we remembered in prayer

Laurie Hagerich

Katie King

Catherine Boxill

Steve Faig

People of Nigeria

Rosanne Tisch

Cynthia Wiley

Deaths
Richard Tisch
February 8, 2018
***
A memorial service will be held on April 14
at UMC in Madison

Don’t Forget …
Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday, March 11
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Worship Schedule
Early Morning Worship
Family Worship & Sunday School

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.

Coffee and Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
The Gathering Worship & Meal Fellowship 5:00 p.m.
Coming up:
March 6
March 10
March 11
March 4/11/18
March 25
March 29
March 30
April 1

Trustees Meeting
End Hunger 3.6
SOLE HOPE Cutting Party after 10 AM service
Lenten Speaker Series
Youth meeting after 10:00 AM service
Holy Thursday Service 7:30 PM
Good Friday Service 7:30 PM
Easter Sunday 7:30 AM / Breakfast / 10:30 AM

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org

Easter Flowers Order Form

D

onations and orders are now being taken
for Easter flowers to decorate the
Sanctuary and provide the children with flowers
for “Flowering of the Cross” on Easter Sunday.
Please send your contribution of $20 or more,
along with this form, to the church office or put it
in the offering plate by Sunday, March 25.
Note “Easter Flowers” in memo line.
Gift in memory of:_________________________________________________________________________
Gift in honor of: ___________________________________________________________________________
Donor’s name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________ Email: ______________________________________________
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