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A Message from the Pastor 

 

Remembering Tomorrow 

It is hard to capture in words, especially a newslet-

ter, 26 years of life in this community of Madison and 

this family we call church.  I have caught myself 

many times thinking about events, people, and stories 

that take me back  over two decades.  It hardly seems 

possible, almost as if such memories represent an-

other lifetime.  It is no exaggeration to say that our 

family lived and loved this community of faith  and 

have felt that love returned. While we cannot see it 

directly it is planted deep within our souls. 

 

There is always fear that time weathers our memories 

until there is only a faint trace of the experiences that 

shape our lives.  This is not quite true simply because 

our lives have been  shaped over these years.  That 

remains.   

 

The future is always out of our reach and never quite 

gets here but we must remember that tomorrow pulls 

us and inspires us to go on hopefully with  more  ex-

citement than worry about the unknown.  I do look 

forward to a chance to again discover what touches 

people most deeply in life and how the Christian 

Faith shapes and is shaped by the lives we lead.   

So I am also eager to see what will become of your minis-

try in Madison. 

 

My role as pastor of The United Methodist Church in 

Madison is coming to an end.  Yet, relationships 

grounded in love defy all description.  It amazes me that 

Jesus, yes Jesus, as his ministry drew to a close described 

his  deepening and profound relationship with the disci-

ples by simply referring to them as friends  (John 15:15).  

So I look forward  to what that friendship continues to be   

because of what it has already been. 

 

Our love and  prayers are with you all. 

 

Robb, Kathy (and all the “Shoafs”) 

Please Note:- 

 

On Sunday, June 10 we will have only one service at 

10:00 am followed by our BBQ honoring  

Robb and Kathy.   

Hope to see you all there! 
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    Other News ...  
  Bits and briefs 

 Staff & Elected Officers 
Pastor 

Rev. Robb W. Shoaf, Ph.D 
Assistant Pastor 

Scott Ostlund 
Director of Music & Organist 

Daniel Leguizamon, Ph.D 
Director of Christian Education 

Kathleen Keane 
Admin/Editor                  Natalie Dines 
Sexton                              Marlice Borecki 

 

David Green  Chair, Church Council 
Mac Cobb Treasurer 
Jeff Pfeifer  Assistant to Treasurer 
Scot Guempel Financial Secretary 
Blair Conley  Finance Chair 
Gordon Fleming  Facility Management 
Vic Schumacher President, Trustees 

Program Facilitators 
Nurture Ministries 

Lisa Moro 
Outreach Ministries 

Jeanne Eisele 
Witness/Igniting Ministry 

Kris Pfeifer 
Worship Ministries 

Lisa Carballo 
Education/Youth 

Scott Ostlund/Kathleen Keane 

Trustees 

Vic Schumacher Gordon Fleming 
Karen Jeisi Luke McKinnon 
Shin-Ok Ha Vivian Bull 

Dan Engel Nori Tadano 
Bruce Galton 

Fair Trade News 

 

June 2018 

Sometimes change brings tragedy. No one could deny the fear, sorrow, 

and suffering that has transpired with recent events along the borders of 

Palestine and Israel. But other change can also bring hope. In a new ven-

ture with existing co-op partner Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee 

(PARC), Equal Exchange initiated a campaign to garner support for Pales-

tinian Farmers Boxes. The campaign was successful. Equal Exchange was 

able to not only meet but beat its minimum export requirements by more 

than 60%! A huge thank you to everyone who supported this campaign 

with pre-order pledges! 

 

We also directly maintain our support of PARC through the sales of or-

ganic olive oil, available at coffee hour on the first Sunday of each month 

and special events throughout the year. We will continue to work along-

side Equal Exchange in introducing additional PARC products to you as 

they become available to the US market. 

 

Other fair trade farmers around the world are facing scary uncertainty and 

change as well. In a recent blog post from Equal Exchange, which you can 

read here http://equalexchange.coop/blog/our-coffee-partners-2018 , we 

learned about the perilous position in which Fair Trade currently finds 

itself. Volatile commodities markets and unstable currency values, unpre-

dictable effects of climate change and environmental disasters, a surplus of 

cheap coffee in the world market, and an overall stagnant and fractured 

fair trade market could be catastrophic to the men, women and children 

who depend on agriculture and fair wages to survive. 

We need you! In order for us to help make a difference, we need to in-

crease our support for Equal Exchange and the struggling farmers in their 

network of co-ops. We need a team of people ready to spread the word 

about the importance of Fair Trade. If you would like to volunteer with 

our Fair Trade Foods Project, or learn more about what you can do on 

your own, please contact Kellie Krondon at kkrondon1102@gmail.com. 

 

As always, thank you for your continued support for this mission! 

Kellie Krondon 

Hope for future changes: Workers at PARC's date station in Jericho 

sort and package dates for Equal Exchange's Palestinian Farmers Box 

campaign. 

http://equalexchange.coop/blog/our-coffee-partners-2018
mailto:kkrondon1102@gmail.com
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Annual Church BBQ  
is June 10 

   

    Other News ...  
  Bits and briefs 

June  2018 

 On June 10th we will be hosting our annual church pic-

nic but….this year will be bittersweet (no pun intended), 

we will take this opportunity to enjoy one last Sunday 

with the Shoaf family before they embark on their new 

adventure in Allendale.  Please keep this date open, Robb 

and Kathy would love to enjoy the company of those that 

have crossed their path in the past 26 years!  

Coffee Hosts Needed for Summer 

If you are able, please sign up to 

host coffee hour during the sum-

mer.  Summer is a lighter setting 

and normally set up outside 

(weather permitting).  You can 

use the link to sign up or call/

email the church office at  

             973.377.1231/           

                                     church@umcmadison.org 

 

         Summer Schedule 
                     Beginning June 17 

 

9:30 am.  Combined Family Worship  

5:00 pm. The Gathering Service—5:00 p.m.                                  

            (with more info. to follow)  

 

*** 

 

              Church Office Summer Hours:  

                     8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m 

 

Farmer’s Market 
We are looking for volunteers to help at the 

Farmer’s Market booth.  We will host a table the last 

Thursday of every month.  If you are interested please 

reach out to Scott Ostlund.   

 

Thank you! 

At a new Location on the Campus of St. Elizabeth College 

in the Mahoney Library-Lower Level. Drop off donations 

on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday- June 5,6,7.  Used BOOK 

SALE will be open June 8, 9 with $7 Bag Sale days on        

June 10 & 11.  

AAUW Annual Book Sale 

         Fair Trade Coffee Sale  

June 3 

 

 

During coffee hour in the church    

library 

Sometimes change brings tragedy. No one could deny the fear, sorrow, 

and suffering that has transpired with recent events along the borders of 

Palestine and Israel. But other change can also bring hope. In a new ven-

ture with existing co-op partner Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee 

(PARC), Equal Exchange initiated a campaign to garner support for Pales-

tinian Farmers Boxes. The campaign was successful. Equal Exchange was 

able to not only meet but beat its minimum export requirements by more 

than 60%! A huge thank you to everyone who supported this campaign 

with pre-order pledges! 

 

We also directly maintain our support of PARC through the sales of or-

ganic olive oil, available at coffee hour on the first Sunday of each month 

and special events throughout the year. We will continue to work along-

side Equal Exchange in introducing additional PARC products to you as 

they become available to the US market. 

 

Other fair trade farmers around the world are facing scary uncertainty and 

change as well. In a recent blog post from Equal Exchange, which you can 

read here http://equalexchange.coop/blog/our-coffee-partners-2018 , we 

learned about the perilous position in which Fair Trade currently finds 

itself. Volatile commodities markets and unstable currency values, unpre-

dictable effects of climate change and environmental disasters, a surplus of 

cheap coffee in the world market, and an overall stagnant and fractured 

fair trade market could be catastrophic to the men, women and children 

who depend on agriculture and fair wages to survive. 

We need you! In order for us to help make a difference, we need to in-

crease our support for Equal Exchange and the struggling farmers in their 

network of co-ops. We need a team of people ready to spread the word 

about the importance of Fair Trade. If you would like to volunteer with 

our Fair Trade Foods Project, or learn more about what you can do on 

your own, please contact Kellie Krondon at kkrondon1102@gmail.com. 

 

As always, thank you for your continued support for this mission! 

Kellie Krondon 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4fafab2ba2fb6-coffee1
mailto:d.scott.ostlund@gmail.com
http://equalexchange.coop/blog/our-coffee-partners-2018
mailto:kkrondon1102@gmail.com


4 

 

June 2018 

July-August Newsletter Deadline: June 23 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

2 
 
 

3  
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The Gath-
ering 
   

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

5 
 
 
Trustee’s 
meeting 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

6 

6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
10 am ONLY-
Family Worship 
5 pm The Gath-
ering 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

16 
 

17 

 
9:30 am  
Combined 
Family 
Worship  
10:45 am  
Coffee Hour 

18 
 
Begin Summer 
Office Hours: 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

23 
 
 

24 
 
9:30 am  
Combined 
Family 
Worship  
10:45 am  
Coffee Hour 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 pm  AA 

26 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

27 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

30 

Father’s 

Day 

Robb & 

Kathy’s 

Last 

Sunday 
Madison 

Schools close 

for the summer 

Farmer’s  
Markets  

2-7 pm 
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 More News... From the  

Student Assistant Pastor 

June  2018 

On Memorial Day, May 28, 2018, Pastor Robb and Vic 

Schumacher were spotted participating in the parade.       

Many came out to enjoy the festivities and to pay homage 

to the men and women who died while serving.   

Hello UMC Madison,  

It is officially summer! I hope you are all getting excited 

for good weather and no school. This summer will be 

quite busy in light of our leadership transition here in 

Madison. As most of you know, our new pastors Kate and 

Taylor will join us on July 1st. This means that alongside 

our traditional summer programming we will be getting 

familiar with each other. I am excited about what this  

season will bring us. 

I also want to say that some of our pastoral responsibili-

ties will be shifting as we implement a three-person lead-

ership structure. This means you may start to get some of 

my announcements through Kate or Taylor, and the other 

way around. We are figuring out our distinctive roles and 

will fall into a flow swiftly I am sure.  

One developing part of my role is that I will be taking 

leadership of our adult spiritual formation and adult 

Christian education efforts at the Church. This will in-

volve continuing my book studies and dialogue groups 

while also expanding opportunities for formation and edu-

cation. If you have any ideas of what would be life-giving 

please let me know. I would like to offer opportunities 

that reflect the interests and passions of our members! 

By way of announcements I should say that we will once 

again have a presence at the Madison Farmer’s Market. 

Our booth will be set up the last Thursday in each month 

and we will be looking for volunteers from the congrega-

tion. If you are interested or willing to help out, please let 

me know. Also, Vacation Bible School will be a collabo-

ration this year with Grace Episcopal Church. We will 

gather at Grace Episcopal each day from June 16-21 (9am

-noon). VBS is open to children ages K-5th grade and reg-

istration will be available following both services or by 

emailing myself or Kathleen Keane. 

In closing, I would like to thank all of you for welcoming 

Peter Karanja and Alex Carney as they shared their stories 

during the 10am service a few weeks ago. I think their 

testimonies added to the richness of our communal con-

versation and your graceful reception of them was a gift 

to all.  

May you enter this season restfully and peacefully. 

Blessings, 

Scott Ostlund 
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June  2018 

Seeking Peace and Justice 

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM 
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others 

In 2017, UMCOR responded to 44 different U.S. disasters 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is known for being 

“early in, last out.” The reputation for endurance is only possible because 

United Methodists give generously to support the teams of volunteers who 

provide the physical and emotional support needed at each separate disaster 

and response site. UMCOR is known as a humanitarian and relief agency 

whose values put survivors at the center of decisions for their recovery. 

UMCOR responded to hurricanes in Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, 

South Carolina, Puerto Rico and other Atlantic islands. Other disasters in-

cluded tornadoes, wildfires, flooding and East Coast storm surges, while 

continuing to support reconstruction in Florida, New York, Alabama, Vir-

ginia and North and South Carolinas.  

In this photo, Bishop Juan Vera Méndez, a former bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico, surveys the damage  near San 

Juan after Hurricane Maria. 

UMCOR partners in recovery with local and other agencies to tailor their approach with sensitivity to local cultures and 

specific needs arising from each diverse situation. Whether in Santa Rosa or San Juan, UMCOR-trained disaster case 

managers serve as a link to connect survivors to recovery resources and services, walking alongside each family so they 

can successfully navigate the maze of help from local, state, and federal agencies.  

Recovery begins with the urgent work of stabilizing structures, clearing debris, and salvaging treasured family belong-

ings. UMCOR has provided training to more than 10,000 Early Response Team (ERT) members so they can serve their 

local communities right away, supporting annual conferences working to respond and rebuild.  

In this photo, a volunteer begins the initial response to clear debris and stabilize a home in West Virginia following severe flooding. 

After hurricanes Irma and Maria devastated Puerto Rico plunging its 3.4 million 

population into a desperate humanitarian crisis late last summer, one Florida congre-

gation sprang into action, reaching out to refugees from Puerto Rico who came to 

the U.S. mainland seeking help thus assisting more than 600 Puerto Rican families. 

Teams of volunteers and the Community Hope Center provided basic supplies such 

as water, hot meals, meal vouchers, backpacks, school supplies, clothing, haircuts 

and grocery gift cards as well as provisional housing (rents, deposits and utilities). 

Even before the most recent hurricanes, many Puerto Rican families had left the is-

land because of the economic crisis and were living in Florida hotels. The outreach 

efforts of United Methodist congregations will actively connect families and individuals to social and support services, as 

well as assistance with food, shelter (temporary and long-term) and on-going aid to meet monthly expenses for utilities.  

The City University of New York’s Center for Puerto Rican Studies estimated that Puerto Rico would lose 470,000 resi-

dents by 2019 as consequence of the hurricanes. Continued outreach efforts as well as spiritual support will be essential 

for many years to help the people from these recent disasters to recover.  

 

Jeanne Eisele 
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Steve Faig Nanette Carriere 

Jerry Walling Roseanne Tisch 

Katie King  

People we remembered in prayer 

June  2018 

Known  
Birthdays 
in  
June 

Elizabeth Anderson 

Jake Antmann 

Katie Antmann 

David Beland 

Bryan Buchanan 

Danielle Ciccodicola 

Garrett Koep 

Courtney McCormick 

Amelia McIntosh 

Kristina Mearns Mihail 

Jack Mellina 

Caroline Miller 

Luca Shoaf 

Cara Smith 

Nina Tadano 

Paul Thompson 

Rachel Van Sciver 

 

Below is the Pastoral Transition Process for Congregations—     

for our congregation to read... 

 

Returning to a Previous Appointment 

 As of the effective date of a new appointment, a pastor shall 

immediately cease all pastoral counseling and pastoral visita-

tion with members or member families in the previous ap-

pointment.  Since appointments are generally announced at 

least several weeks in advance, each pastor has adequate 

time in which to affect closure and make appropriate referral 

to       another for the pastoral care of members. 

 Pastors shall have a clear understanding with former congre-

gations that they will not return to officiate at baptisms,          

weddings, and funeral, or do pastoral counseling or pastoral 

visitation in the parish.  Pastors, active or retired, shall re-

spectfully decline to participate in such duties when invited 

by members of a former congregation.  Declining all such 

invitations is the responsibility of the previous pastor. 

 The District Superintendent must be consulted by the previ-

ous pastor in advance of any return for pastoral functions.  

Such visits to former churches shall require the advance   

approval of the District Superintendent. The present pastor 

should never be under any pressure to invite the previous 

pastor.  Pressure to involve the previous pastors should not 

be generated by either the congregation or the previous     

pastor. 

 

Taken from the United Methodist 2018 Overview of Pastoral 

Transition Process  

A joyous farewell to Kathy Shoaf— On Wednesday, May 9 a 

group of ladies got together to celebrate with Kathy.  We are 

sadly watching them prepare for a new adventure in Allendale 

beginning July 1.  We met at the Red Dog Tavern and enjoyed 

the company of a lady that has been part of our community for 

26 years and will certainly leave her mark.  We look forward to 

seeing Kathy around town as she continues to work at Morris-

town Hospital.  We wish them love, health and many happy 

years in Allendale. 
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Worship Schedule  

 Early Morning Worship   8:30 a.m. 

 Family Worship & Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
          Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.  

 Coffee and Fellowship 11:15 a.m. 

 Coming Up: 

  June 10 Church Picnic/farewell to The Shoaf Family 

  June 10 Teacher Appreciation Day 

  June 17 Summer Worship Schedule Begins 

     June 21 Farmer’s Market 

  July 16-20 Vacation Bible School, 9:00 a.m.–12 noon 

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org 

REGISTER NOW  
Online at by emailing 

church@umcmadison.org  
or pick up a registration 
form at the church and 
submit it to the office. 

 

Registration fee is $100/child          
or $185 per family. 

 

              Join us to learn …. 
 

In Colaboration with Grace 
Episcopal Church 

 
Through games, guest speak-
ers, crafts, food and music, 
we will learn what it means to 
be in fellowship. 
 

For children entering  
Kindergarten—5th  Grade 

July 16–20 
9:00 a.m. –12 noon 

 
For more information—see 
Scott Ostlund or Kathleen 

Keane 
d.scott.ostlund@gmail.com 

umcmseeds@gmail.com 

VBS—sign up now! 

Summer Worship Schedule Begins June 17 

Combined Family Worship at 9:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m. The Gathering 

followed by refreshments outdoors, weather permitting  

http://www.umcmadison.org
mailto:d.scott.ostlund@gmail.com
mailto:umcmseeds@gmail.com

