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A Message from the Pastor Happy New year ! 

 

 

No Gift Is Ours… 

That is a strange saying isn’t it?  I mean after all, 

there are plenty of gifts returned after Christmas but 

to be told No gift is ours… well aren’t we to make 

that decision?  After all, so many gifts come with 

return receipts and for good reason….  it doesn’t fit, 

I already have one or I just don’t like it.   

This quote is really a partial quote from the great 

bishop and preacher Phillips Brooks.  Speaking of 

gifts, he gave us O Little Town of Bethlehem,  so he 

knows something about giving.  Yet, in this season 

following Christmas and gift giving Brooks reminds 

us of something of critical importance.  So let me 

finish the quote:  No gift is truly ours…until God 

blesses someone else with it through us!   Think 

about that.  A gift from God is not truly ours until 

God blesses someone else through us. What does 

this mean? 

 

Well, apart from the Christmas socks or new I-Phone, 

it reminds us that God has created each one of us for a 

purpose but has in essence  given us  gifts but at first 

they are only half gifts.  They are not truly gifts until 

they are used.  Imagine having someone offer you 

$100 bill but just before you snatch it they tear it in 

half. They say Here it is, but you cannot have the 

other half until you go and do something for someone 

else that is worth $100 !  Quite a challenge I would 

say.   

This is the world we live in, like it or not.  God has 

given us tremendous gifts; each and every one of us 

without exception.  Yet, they are all $100 torn in half 

that don’t have real value until they are used accord-

ing to the purpose for which they are intended.   

Now we should not think of this only as dollars and 

sense, think of it as a life that is worthy of the mystery 

gift that it is.   

Anyway, perhaps the season of gift giving is over for 

now.  Let us begin the season of gift using, for that is 

ever before us.   

Grace and Peace in this New Year. 
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January 2017 

FAMILY PROMISE 

Vic Schumacher Nori Tadano 

Karen Jeisi Luke McKinnon 

Shin-Ok Ha Bruce Galton 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Angel Tree gifts 

for the Family Promise guests currently in the shelter.  The 

gifts were wrapped and delivered in time in time for Family 

Promise’s Christmas party on December 20, which was a big 

success.  Family Promise also will be the recipient of a $5000 

grant from the Jones Fund to be used in it’s Keys to Housing 

Program which helps Family Promise clients find permanent 

housing and supports the families in their new homes.   

   

Our time to help with the families hosted at St. Vincent’s 

Martyr Church, during the week of February 19 2017, will be 

here very soon.  The times our Church is responsible for are: 

Friday, February 24,  from 5:30 to 7 pm 

2 or 3 volunteers are needed to provide dinner 

7 pm to 9 pm – 2 volunteers needed to provide companion-

ship 

9 pm to 8 am – overnight volunteers are needed; 

Saturday, February 25, from 8 am 11:30 am – 2 volunteers 

needed to provide companionship and help with breakfast 

 

Family Promises’s December 2016 newsletter has lots of en-

couraging news about the families and program, including 

some guest success stories:  Michelle and her daughters 

Shona have recently secured a new apartment and there’s the 

story of     Angela who recently moved out of shelter and es-

tablished her own cosmetic business.  There is also news 

about Christina and Paul, who have found a new home and 

now have a donated  vehicle to call their own.  Christina 

passed her GED and Paul obtained his driver’s license, put-

ting them well on the road to self-sufficiency.  The newsletter 

also has a Winter Wish List, highlighting items needed by the 

families at this time of year. The full newsletter can be ac-

cessed through the Family Promise website, 

www.familypromisemorris.org.    

 

Please call, email or see me in Church if you are able to help 

during our week in February or would like more information. 

Laurie Hagerich  

Heart & Hand 

On December 14th Heart & Hand held their annual 

Christmas dinner at the local Brick Oven in Florham Park, 

ten ladies in attendance who brought food donations in sup-

port of the Interfaith Food Pantry.  Lots of good fun and  

fellowship was had by all. Thank you to Katy Galton who 

delivered the food for the group.  

 

Please Note: Our next meeting will be January 21, we will 

meet at the Nautilus at 8:30 for breakfast.  All are invited.   

 

                               Kirsten White & Kathy Shoaf 

http://www.familypromisemorris.org
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  Other News ...  
  Bits and briefs 

January 2017 

Quick review... 

 January 17—Next Church Council/Team 

VitalMeeting at 7:30pm. 

 January 21—Heart & Hand will meet at 

Nautilus Diner at 8:30am 

 January 25—Cooking Demo at 7:30pm 

 January 29—Children’s Ministry Lunch 

after the 10am service 

 February 5—Youth Council Meeting after 

10am service 

 

Have you turned in your 
pledge card for 2017? 

M any thanks go to Lisa Carbolla, 

Vivian Bull and Marlice Borecki for 

decorating the church for the Christmas sea-

son. We also thank all who contributed to 

the Christmas Flower Fund and delivered 

flowers to shut-ins and others to whom we 

Christmas Flower Fund  

Thank You! 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Food Pantry 

through your donations of food items.  

An updated list of food needed is available at  

        http://www.mcifp.org/currentneeds.htm. 

 

Katy Galton 

Please do so as soon as possible so we will be prepared for 

the many opportunities which will be part of the 2017 

budget.  And special thanks to all those of you who have     

already responded.  

We recently concluded another extension of the lease for #              

22 Madison Ave., the building next door that is the home of the 

Drew University Communications Department. The income 

stream provides additional monies to carry on God's work. The 

church boiler and the heating plant at # 22 have required some 

repairs but none have been major, thank goodness. 

 

V.H. Schumacher Ed.D. 

News from the Trustees 

On Sunday, December 11, 2016 we had the pleasure of  

welcoming Dr. Heather Elkins as our guest speaker.   

(Above from left to right) Chelsea Jackson-Loesch,           

Rev. Robb Shoaf and Dr. Heather Elkins, taken after service.  

Cooking Demonstration—Jan 25 

All are welcome to join in on our second cooking              

demonstration on Wednesday, January 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

Interfaith Food Pantry 

http://www.mcifp.org/currentneeds.htm
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January 2017 

February Newsletter Deadline: January 20 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship & 
Sunday School 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

2 3 
Office opens 
 
 
 
7:30 PM 
Trustee Meet-
ings 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

              
 
 
8 pm  AA 

7 
 

 
 
 

8 
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship & 
Sunday School 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

11 

6:45am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  
Chancel Choir 

13 
 
UM Women 
Outing 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

15 
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship & 
Sunday School 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

16 
Martin Lu-
ther King 
Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 

17 
 
7:30 pm 
Church  
Council 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

18 
6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  
Chancel Choir 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

21 
Heart & Hand 
8:30 am Break-
fast at Nautilus 
Diner  
 

22 
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship & 
Sunday School 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 pm  AA 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

25 
6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
 
7:30 Cooking 
Demonstra-
tion 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  
Chancel Choir 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

28 
 

29 

8:30 Early Ser-
vice 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

30 
 
3:30 pm 
The Crossing 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

    

Newsletter  
Deadline 
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n
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n
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January 2017 

Sunday School 

News 

Message from our Student  

Assistant Pastor  

Hello Everyone! 

 

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year!   

 

As we say goodbye to 2016 and enter into 2017 I find myself 

reflecting on all we have done as a church community this past 

year.  As a community we have: continued to worship with 

mindfulness and joy, we have committed ourselves to learning 

through book studies and lectures, we have hosted outreach 

events such as Stop Hunger Now and Sole Hope, and we have 

continued to foster our relationship with the Madison commu-

nity as a whole through events, tabling and small groups.  We 

have done all these things and more, and it is my hope that in 

2017 we will all continue to offer our gifts and talents to sus-

tain such work. 

 

As we look forward in the new year, I have just a few events I 

want to lift up.  The youth will host their annual Souper Bowl 

for Caring Sunday, February 5th and Sunday, February 12th.  

On these Sundays after service, the youth will be collecting 

money for a local food bank (organization TBD).  Please keep 

a look out for this upcoming project! 

 

Also, we are continuing to plan our intergenerational trip to 

Avalon Village this summer.  This trip to Avalon’s Eco-

Village will be both educational and missional in scope, and 

all are invited to attend.  The trip will be either at the end of 

June or the end of August, and will span anywhere from 6-8 

days.  If you are interested please let me know as soon as pos-

sible so I can get you on the list! 

 

Lastly, our Confirmands continue to meet and learn more 

about the Christian Church and United Methodist tradition.  

These students will begin ushering and lay-reading in the com-

ing months, so be sure to show them your support and ask 

them what they have been learning in Confirmation! 

 

I am so excited to embark on another year at UMC Madison.  

It is my hope we take this year to act with justice, mercy and 

kindness, and to reflect on our relationship with God and 

God’s world. 
In Peace, 

Chelsea 

Thank you to our Church School kids for hosting coffee hour 

on Sunday December 4, 2016. 

Another thank you to our Church School kids for their art   

contributions towards our Heifer project. 
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January 2017 

OUTREACH—EPIPHANY—THE DAY OF GIFTS 
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others 

Interpreter Magazine – The Gift of Grace (Novemer/

December 2016 issue) 

Grace is a gift that keeps giving. It is the dimension of God 

active within us, doing for us what we cannot do for our-

selves... [G]race undergirds our life as followers of Jesus 

and especially as Methodists...and was a focal point for 

John Wesley and early Methodists [who] viewed grace as 

a process and the means by which Christians lived their 

lives … [as] the way of salvation. Wesley practiced and 

taught three forms of grace: prevenient grace, justifying 

grace and sanctifying grace. God showers prevenient 

grace on all people whether they know or accept Christ. It 

might be called preparatory grace. Faith in Christ brings 

one justifying grace, but such grace cannot be earned 

through good works. Accepting justifying grace brings 

new birth in the Holy Spirit, which, in turn, produces the 

first work of sanctifying grace. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, "For by grace you have been saved 

through faith and this not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast."  

The United Methodist Book of Discipline defines grace 

as "the undeserved, unmerited, and loving action of God 

in human existence through the ever-present Holy Spirit." 

Grace pervades all of creation and is universally present. 

Grace is not a gift that God packages and bestows on us 

and creation. Grace is God's presence to create, heal, for-

give, reconcile and transform human hearts, communities 

and the entire creation.  

READ MORE online at:  

http://www.interpretermagazine.org/  

Other Outreach news 

Human Relations Day is January 15, 2017 and is one of 

United Methodism’s six church-wide Special Sundays. 

Human Relations Day calls us to extend a helping hand to 

those in crisis so they can overcome formidable obstacles. 

The offering supports Community Developers, United Vol-

untary Services and Youth Offender Rehabilitation pro-

grams. Your generous gift today strengthens community 

outreach and empowers at-risk youth. 

AFWH- A Future with Hope Update  

To date the results include completion of restoration of 

250 homes, 15 homes under construction, 10 homes in 

queue. Hosted 11,730 volunteers at 10 host sites with a 

300 person hosting capacity. 

 

In Christ’s service,  

Jeanne Eisele  

Christmas decorations 

are coming down but the 

celebration of Epiphany 

reminds us of the won-

derful tradition learned from the Gifts of the Magi who 

gave generosity to the infant Jesus and so our congrega-

tion and friends gave generously too through the Advent/

Christmas Offering, Angel Tree and Baby Shower for 

Jesus. Holiday gift giving helps us turn our hearts to oth-

ers less fortunate or who are struggling just to fulfill the 

basic needs of life .   

The Angel Tree donations provided 32 gifts for a joyous 

holiday celebration for current and former Family  

Promise guests. In addition, 12 gift cards were shared 

with the young adults supported by 

Roots & Wings.   

Baby Shower for Jesus sponsored by 

the Church School filled two large 

containers with baby supplies for   

clients of Interfaith Food Pantry.  

The Advent/Christmas Offering is shared by two      

organizations. Locally, Zufall Highlands Medical Van 

travels to those who cannot reach one of the Zufall 

Health clinics located in north and central New Jersey. 

This expanded program offers medical services to       

migrants workers in the agricultural areas of New       

Jersey. The van is a fully equipped mini-clinic with two 

private exam rooms that address both medical and dental 

appointments. And Heifer International with a history of 

more than 70 years reaches out globally to empower 

families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and pros-

perity by bringing sustainable agricul-

ture and commerce to communities 

with a long history of poverty. The gifts 

of animals provide partners with both 

food and reliable income.   

http://www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/the-gift-of-grace
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Wade Merrick Cindy Manz 

John Duetsch Steve Faig 

Jen Deverell Joyce Buchanan 

 

 

Our Church Family 
People we remembered in prayer 

The Madison Methodist Message is pub-

lished monthly, 11 times a year. 

If you would like to receive the newsletter by 

e-mail or first-class mail, please contact the 

church office.  

Tel.: 973-377-1231 

 E-mail: church@umcmadison.org 

 

Drew Connections 

January  2017 

Known  
January 
Birthdays 

Benjamin Engel 

Jen Engel 

Janine White 

Erin Bolstad 

Jason Grzymala 

Lynsey Studer 

Salvatore Cantrini 

Julie Guempel 

Devin Koep 

Greg Kroeger 

Lauren Kroeger 

Lucas Liston 

Danielle Lozier 

Erik Paul Manz 

Alexander Scott Merrick 

Elizabeth Miller 

Thomas Paddack 

Dylan Pfeifer 

Maggie Price 

                Celebration of Advent 
 

This season of advent  provided many 

blessings.   On December 11th The Rev. 

Dr. Heather Murray Elkins led us in 

worship and brought a wonderful mes-

sage entitled The Color is Purple. In  it 

she captured  an essence of what unites 

and divides us  and the hope we have in 

the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.   

We have been fortunate to have Drew 

Theological School professors involved 

in our worship  services and for evening discussion ses-

sions.  We were  fortunate to have Dr. Catherine Keller join 

us in November.  We look forward to future opportunities 

in the coming year! 

 

Reaching Out 

As many of you know, when Drew ACORN Academy 

(Day Care) started to use our church for its program we 

decided that part of our Outreach would require two schol-

arships for people who might not otherwise be able to send 

a child to ACORN.  We continue to work on providing this 

simple provision as part of our ongoing ministry.   

 

The College 

The College of Liberal Arts at Drew has developed an   

interesting program that relates students in the Business   

Major Program through the Economics Department with 

members of the community.  For several years now The 

Madison Chief Executive Council  has had forums with 

Drew students relating to issues of mentoring, public pres-

entations, and career planning.  I have participated in both a 

Speed Mentoring Program and a “Shark Tank” program  

with students and members of the community this Fall.  

Some of our members have expressed interest in this pro-

gram.   If you are interested in continuing to develop this 

relationship, let me know. 

 

Peace, 
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 Worship Schedule  

Early Morning Worship         8:30 a.m. 

Family Worship & Sunday School  10:00 a.m.  
         Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.  

Coffee and Fellowship 11:15 a.m. 

The Gathering Worship Service   5:00 p.m. 
     

 Coming up: 
  January 3 Trustees Meeting 

 January 8  Two Services resume (8:30 am and 10:00 am) 

 January 13 United Methodist Women outing 

 January 16 Martin Luther King Day/office closed 

 January 21 Heart & Hand Breakfast 8:30 a.m. Nautilus Diner 

 January 25 Cooking Demo 7:00 p.m. 

 January 29  Children’s Ministry Luncheon after 10am service 

 Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant 2016 

UMC Annual Christmas Pageant 

was held on December 24, 2016 

 

A special thanks to Nori Tadano 

and Kathleen Keane and all our 

participants for yet another  

wonderful performance. 

http://www.umcmadison.org

