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A Message from the Pastor

Here’s the Church...

I

t has been almost two weeks since I announced that Kathy and I would be leaving

in June. I have had numerous conversations with many of you about what the future
may hold—for Kathy and me and of course for the congregation in Madison.
These conversations will continue.

Over the next several months I hope you all may be able to discover a way forward
that continues ministry and yet re-discovers what that means moving forward.
I remember the game we played with our hands as children—Here’s the church,
here’s the steeple…open and doors and see all the people. That is somewhat misleading. It should start at the end, See all the people and you see the Church.
The picture above puts it all in better context. That is, the prayers of the parent to
those of the child—one generation to the next. This is important to remember.
Through the anxiety, pain, grief and anger over these next months we need to keep a
larger picture before us. We need to remember the past, dream of the future, and
bring both together in the present. That will put all this energy to its best use.
As always, I hope to see you in worship!
Grace and Peace,

“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace
as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Looking within and
reaching out, we invite you to meet us where you are.”
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Flood Buckets

On Friday, January 19th our cleaning buckets were deliv-

Trustees

ered to Skylands Outreach Depot at Andover UMC. Thank you
to all that helped collect items, pack and deliver the buckets.
Below Jeanne Eisele and Marsha Gepford stand with the buckets, all the buckets were transported in her SUV.
Good job to all involved!
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Other News ...
Bits and briefs
Heart & Hand

New Book Study with Robb
us on Wednesday mornings
J oin
at 10:45 AM to discuss a book by

Join us on Saturday, February 17 at 8:30 AM at the

Matt Rawle, The Faith of a
Mockingbird. Pastor Robb will lead
this four-week study beginning
January 31. Copies of the book are
available for pick up from the
Church office.

Nautilus Diner for breakfast and fellowship.
Contact Kathy Shoaf or Kerstin White for more
information.
nursekbs93@optonline.net
kerstinwhite7@gmail.com

Drew News

Anniversary Sunday - February 25

We would like to congratulate Scott Ostlund for win-

W

e will celebrate our local heritage on Sunday, Feb.
25 with recognition of members who entered the
Church Triumphant last year, memorial and special gifts,
and recognition of 10- through 50-plus-year members.
Our church was organized on February 27, 1843. Please
join us on Feb. 25 to celebrate!

ning the Maxine Beech Award for Academic Excellence
and, Drew Seminary student, Lydie Ngoie (From Congo)
for receiving SEA Allocation.

Ash Wednesday—February 14

PAT starts February 1

6:15 pm. Pizza Dinner—all welcome
7:00 pm. Family Worship in the Sanctuary

PAT and bell practice begins Feb 1.
5 PM—7PM in Fellowship Hall.
We will be practicing for bells, liturgical dance and singing for lent which is a few weeks away!
Pizza will be served each Thursday evening,
a suggested donation of $5 per child would be
appreciated to cover our costs. Please RSVP so
we can plan for pizza. We look forward to seeing you all!
If you have any question please reach out to Kathleen at
umcmseeds@gmail.com.

Fair Trade Coffee Sale
Sunday February 4
During coffee hour in the church library
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8 pm
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23

8:30 am
Early Morning
Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

Presidents
Day
Office Closed

Newsletter
Deadline

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

S
O 25
Anniversary
L Sunday
am
E 8:30
Early Service
H 10 am Family
O Worship
5 pm The
P Gathering
E

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

26

27

28

5-7 pm
PAT
8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast
10:45 am book
study
8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

March Newsletter Deadline: February 19
4

17
8:30 am
Heart & Hand
Breakfast

8 pm AA

10:45 am
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Save the date…
March 10
***
End Hunger 3.6

From the
Youth Corner
Grace and Peace to everyone in the UMC Madison
community as we survive these cold winter weeks! It is no
secret that we are entering into a time of transition as a
community. We are all grateful for Robb and Kathy’s
leadership and my hope is that we look to further their
spirit of generosity, hospitality, and love in our next phase
of ministry. In light of this we will look more and more to
the important communities being built amongst our young
people.

Madison UMC will be participating in End Hunger 3.6 on March 10.
Please support End Hunger 3.6 to help fight hunger in our community.
Click the link http://www.madisonrotarynj.org to REGISTER as a
volunteer and press the DONATE button to make your contribution.
Every 3.6 seconds someone dies of malnutrition or starvation. In NJ
and NY, one in five children relies on food stamps to provide daily
meals.
The Madison Rotary Club and Foundation has a goal to package
250,000 meals that will be distributed to local organizations and
charities working with this in need of food. The cost per meal is approximately 28 cents. The more money we raise, the more meals we can
provide. Please click the link above to donate and volunteer.

As the “spring” semester gets underway we have begun
The Gathering again and will soon start our youth group
meetings for the second half of the school year.
The Gathering continues to explore what it means to embody our commitment as a Reconciling Community
(rmnetwork.org) while our youth will be taking the lead
on a number of outreach projects in the coming months.

Lisa Moro is our coordinator for this event, if you have any questions or
concerns please direct them to lamoro46@gmail.com.

In terms of outreach, UMC Madison will again host a Sole
Hope shoe-cutting party on February 25 while also participating in the Rotary’s End Hunger 3.6 event on March 10.
Please talk to me if you are interested in either event. For
End Hunger 3.6 Madison participants will need to sign up
individually on the Madison Rotary website by selecting
‘UMC Madison’ from the drop-down group menu. Also,
after encouragement from our youth we will host another
event with Peace Islands Institute in the coming months.
Details are in the works and more information is on the
way.
Outside of our worshipping communities graduate students continue to meet for Taco Tuesday each week in our
church basement and our finals week study nights were a
wild success with around 50 students utilizing the church
in order to get their work done for the term. THANK
YOU to all who donated food and energy on each of those
nights!
We are still looking for more volunteers who are willing
to help with meals for our diverse student initiatives. If
anyone would like to help with food for The Gathering,
Taco Tuesdays, or any other student event we host, please
email me or grab me after church. I would love to enlist
you.
My thoughts are with everyone during these next few
months. And may we go into this period with the wisdom
of Christ and the grace of God.
Scott Ostlund
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others

The need in

Skylands Outreach Depot

Puerto Rico after
Hurricane Maria
is personal for
many residents
and many in our Methodist congregations in New Jersey who
have strong family ties to the island. Considering these concerns,
Greater New Jersey United Methodist Conference (GNJAC) created Esperanza (Hope) for Puerto Rico, a grassroots effort to
bring relief and resources to those struggling through the storm’s
devastating aftermath. Working directly with Bishop Hector Ortiz
of the Methodist Church in
Puerto Rico and coordinating
with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief),
churches raised funds and gathered supplies which were donated in October and November of
2017.

The Skylands Outreach Depot is
an ecumenical, collaborative,
community-based local outreach
center and disaster relief organization in Andover, NJ, located in the
Andover UMC. The Depot was
established about three years ago and provides a nearby hub
for the supplies and disaster relief kits distributed through
UMCOR. Hopefully, you remember those orange, white and
black plastic five-gallon buckets that decorated the Library
last fall. Through the generosity of our community neighbors and our congregation, we completed 29 cleaning buckets which were delivered to the Skylands Outreach Depot in
January. These buckets will join many others completed by
UMC churches across the region for transportation to the
larger regional hubs. We hope to build a relationship with
the Depot to help in collecting supplies for health, school and
cleaning kits as well as some hands on experience in their
storage space.

In December, a volunteer team including Beverly Schol, our
Bishop's wife, and Javier Viera, Dean of Drew Seminary, traveled to Puerto Rico to deliver supplies, donations and good news
along with their own sweat and muscle to help with the recovery
phase following Hurricane Maria's devastation. Efforts will continue with additional volunteer teams heading south during 2018.
Each volunteer team will coordinate with UMCOR's disaster response consultant and work directly with the Methodist Church
of Puerto Rico which has already set up distribution centers in 20
local churches to provide outreach support to residents. Volunteers from the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico -- including
many whose own homes were damaged -- have been on the front
lines of distributing water and food. UMCOR also will look to
assisting some of the other island nations affected by hurricanes
this fall.

In Christ’s service,
Jeanne Eisele
The Greater New Jersey Annual Conference has responded generously to the disaster needs...


Donated more than $350,000 to UMCOR for hurricane relief



Donated time and resources with relief kits (flood buckets)
and hygiene kits, through two depot sites at Good Shepherd UMC
(Southern NJ Hub) and Skylands Outreach Depot (Northern NJ
hub).



Held an early response team training (ERT) to equip team
leaders to take volunteers on mission trips



Churches around the region are preparing teams to deploy to
Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico in 2018 to start the rebuilding
process.



UMC in Madison collected and donated $6100 towards
Hurricane Relief.
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Family Promise News

Known
February
Birthdays

F

amily Promise guests will be at St. Vincent’s Roman
Catholic Church, Feb. 17–24. Volunteers will be
helping with meals, companionship and staying overnight
on Friday, Feb. 22 and Saturday, Feb. 23, and most of the
time periods have been filled. We will also have help
from a new support group, the Morristown Woman’s
Club. Members will be on hand to learn how the program
is run throughout the week and will attend a training
session conducted by Family Promise.
The Volunteer Recognition Dinner that was postponed
after Hurricane Sandy has been rescheduled for Thursday,
March 21 from 6–9 p.m. at the Meadow Wood Manor in
Randolph. It will be a time for Family Promise volunteers, staff and families to enjoy delicious food and learn
more about the program and one another. As in the past,
we can meet at church and share the driving.
A recent issue of the Family Promise of Morris County
newsletter had some very good news of success stories in
the program, including a client who found full-time employment and a family who recently moved out of the
shelter and are living on their own for the first time.
There was also a heartwarming report about the Holiday
Party held at the Madison Community House, which Karen Jeisi and I attended. Over 60 families, including many
new families referred to Family Promise by other local
agencies, received thousands of presents this holiday season, many more than in past years.
This is an indication of the growth Family Promise has
undergone in the past year in terms of the many families
they reach and their standing in the community. Please
feel free to call or speak to me if you want further
information or to let me know you would like to attend
the Volunteer Dinner.

Vivienne Camilla Bull
Megan DiNorscio
Drew Galton
Jennifer Hitchcock
Katie McCarter
Kristen Paddack
Aubrey Mae Pasciak
Katelyn Grace Pasciak
Emily Pierro
Emily Scaturo
Daryl Anthony Vanella
Jill Van Hook

Our Church Family
People we remembered in prayer

Laurie Hagerich (973–377–9407)

Katie King

Sydney Fielding

Steve Faig

Zachary Fleming

Catherine Boxill

Cynthia Wiley

2018 Offering Envelopes

O

ffering envelopes for 2018 are in the church library
and are ready for you to pick up. If you have not
been assigned offering envelopes and would like to start
using them for your weekly giving, please contact the
church office. Your use of envelopes is greatly appreciated by our counters and finance folks.

Births

Congratulations to Robert and Courtney Guempel on the
birth of their first child, Evelyn Mara Guempel. Evelyn was
born on Sunday, January 28 at 9:50 PM, weighting 8 pounds,
4 ounces. Mother and baby are doing well. Congratulations to
Scot and Nancy Guempel for becoming first time grandparents.
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Worship Schedule
Early Morning Worship
Family Worship & Sunday School

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.

Coffee and Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
The Gathering Worship & Meal Fellowship 5:00 p.m.
Coming up:
February 14

Ash Wednesday – pizza dinner & family worship

February 17

Heart & Hand Breakfast at Nautilus Diner

February 25

Anniversary Sunday

February 25

SOLE HOPE Cutting Party after 10 AM service

March 10

End Hunger 3.6

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org

A Series of Free Talks at Grace Counseling Center
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