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“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace as revealed in the life and teachings 
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Tel: 973.377.1231      

A Message from the Pastor 

Christmas Eve Services 
December 24 

 

 

 

 
5 p.m.    Family Worship & Children’s            
                 Pageant 
11 p.m. Candlelight Communion  Service 

According to the liturgical calendar, Advent is a season of wait-

ing. Traditionally, we find ourselves waiting for Christmas, for the 

birth of a Savior, redemption, new life, and hope.  

And who couldn’t use a little extra hope today? 

I am willing to bet that many of you find yourselves struggling in 

this season, just as I am.  

Pictures of forest fires burning on the other side of our country, 

and conflict at our borders, putting countless lives in jeopardy… A 

climate change report severe enough to scare the pants off anyone 

who chooses to consider it, for even a minute… Natural and hu-

man-induced catastrophe around the world… 

Human and non-human bodies subject to oppressive power that 

degrades and disempowers… 

Times are scary. 

And then, of course, there are the things that hit closer to home… 

Loved ones who are sick… 

People who have disappointed us… 

Problems that appear bigger than the scope of our imagination or 

strength… 

Jobs that aren’t panning out… 

The anxiety of not knowing where our lives are headed… 

The dread of seeing this-or-that person when we go home for the 

holidays. 

The deep desire for hope, merriment, and warmth — but instead 

the feeling of loneliness and fear, a palpable reminder that all is 

not as it should be. 

 

Consider all this — and the sentiment crooned by Andy    Wil-

liams in his famous Christmas carol, “It’s the most     wonderful 

time of the year” feels hollowed out and empty. 

 

What does the coming of Jesus have to do with any of this? How 

does this wait for a Savior have any bearing on our real lives, in 

this real world, struggling with real issues 2000+ years later? 

Who is Jesus, really? To you and to me? And what hope could our 

reverence of him possibly offer to us and our future together? 
 

These are some of the questions we will be asking in worship this 

December, and you won’t want to miss it.  
 

And I actually think this series will help us begin to lay a ground-

work for why we who worship together choose this church, this de-

nomination, this tradition to exist in. 
 

Many of us don’t know why we choose this particular tradition to 

worship in. Most of us would agree that we came and stayed at the 

UMC Madison because of the friendly faces, feelings of community, 

and supportive opportunities for our families over the years. 
 

But there is also value in our Christian tradition. It historically gets 

lost sometimes in all of the ways our tradition has been used nega-

tively to disempower, colonize, and dehumanize living beings all 

over the world. 
 

But it didn’t necessarily start out that way. Not with its inspiration, 

anyways … the person of Jesus. And it doesn’t have to be that way 

now.  
 

So this season, we want to talk through what it means to wait for 

Jesus… to be people who regularly recall and follow in his way all 

our lives… so that the light of Christ can continue offer its incarnate 

hope to the world. 
 

There is no better time than Advent to join us in worship, so we hope 

to see you there! 
 

Grace & peace, my friends, 
 

Kate 
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Trustees 

December  2018 

United Methodist Women 

Bakers needed... 

Gordon Fleming 
Karen Jeisi Luke McKinnon 
Shin-Ok Ha Vivian Bull 
Dan Engel Nori Tadano 

Bruce Galton 

On Thursday, December 20 the Naomi Circle is planning to 

attend the Music at Noon concert at UMC Morristown, where 

we will hear the Christmas Singers, a vocal group which in-

cludes Patricia Ruggles, a former soloist and friend of our 

Church.  The program will feature festive music of the season 

from around the world.  Before the program we will enjoy a 

soup and salad lunch served at the Morristown Church.  We will 

meet in our own Church parking lot at 11 am and car pool to 

Morristown.  Please call or email me if you are planning to at-

tend.  
 

In November we had a very good meeting with the Chatham 

UMW at their Church.   Anita Hoffman showed slides and told 

about her “Walk Along the El Camino” in Spain ending at the 

Shrine of St. James of Compostelo.  We hope to join the Chat-

ham women again in the future.   
  
In December we are planning an outreach project by preparing 

cookie plates for homebound members of our Church on Satur-

day, December 22.  If anyone is able to bake 2 or 3 dozen cook-

ies for this project, please bring them to the Church Office by 

Friday, December 21, or if delivery is not possible, I would be 

glad to pick the cookies up.    
  

The Naomi Circle is continuing to collect for The Neighborhood 

Center of Camden, New Jersey, which is supported by United 

Methodist Women and the Board of Global Ministries of the 

United Methodist Church.  The Neighborhood Center helps with 

the needs of young adults, senior citizens, children and teenag-

ers in Camden, an area of extreme poverty.  Donations can be 

made by collection of quarters in plastic medicine vials (please 

use your own vial) or by placing a check payable to “United 

Methodist Women” in the offering plate.  Please note 

“Neighborhood Center” in the memo portion of your 

check.   Please see me at Church or contact me by phone or 

email if you have a collection of quarters you would like to turn 

over.  The donations are deposited into the United Methodist 

Women bank account and a check is then issued to The Neigh-

borhood Center.  I’m hoping we can send another generous do-

nation before the year 2018 comes to an end.  I thank everyone 

most sincerely for their donations.  
 Laurie Hagerich  

Telephone:  973-377-9407 

UMW are seeking bakers to help bake 

cookies for our homebound members.  We would 

need the cookies delivered to the church by Satur-

day Dec, 21.  Please call Laurie Hagerich if you have any questions—

973 377 9407. 
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  Other News ... 
  Bits and 

December  2018 

Fair Trade Christmas Baskets    
are back! 

Advent Soup Lunch & Outreach Project Advent/Christmas Offering 

At last weeks Church Council 

meeting Dave Green chaired his 

last meeting after many years of 

leadership.  Dave is seen (above) 

handing over the reigns to 

Jeanne Eisele who has accepted 

the role of Chairperson, and new 

member, Soren Hessler will be 

by her side as Assistant Chair-

person.  We are forever thankful 

to Dave for his leadership and 

guidance over the past few years.   

Domestic Disaster Relief Services projects by United Meth-

odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  Relief efforts include 

the 2018 Hurricanes—Florence and Michael—and the 2018 

California Wildfires plus other disasters and continuing efforts 

for 2017 disasters such as Hurricane Maria.  Donations can be 

made to UMC in Madison, Advent/Christmas Offering in your 

check memo. 

The congregation stepped up to the challenge to collect supplies 

for the Clean-Up Bucket project. On Sunday, Dec 2nd, during our 

Advent Soup celebration, we filled 5 gallon pails with an  assort-

ment of about 20 items for delivery to the Skylands Outreach De-

pot. Many blessings and thanks for your continuing generosity 

and compassion in missional outreach.  

Thank you to Lisa Moro and the team of people that helped make 

the soup lunch a huge success! 

Kellie Krondon is taking 

orders for Christmas 

baskets. Our fantastic 

selection of organic, 

fairly traded gourmet 

foods make the perfect 

gifts!  Delicious crowd- 

pleasers such as coffees, 

teas, nuts, cocoa, choco-

late bars and olive oil 

are sourced from small 

farms around the globe 

and brought to you at 

wholesale prices. 

Kellie will have a table 

out each Sunday (after 

the 10AM service) until Christmas.  You can also email Kellie 

and place an order at kkrondon1102@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:kkrondon1102@gmail.com
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December 2018 

January Newsletter Deadline: Dec. 16 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

3 
 
 
 
 
STUDY NIGHT 

8 pm  AA 

4 
 
7:30 pm 
Trustees  
 
 

STUDY NIGHT 

8 pm  AA 

5 
6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
10:30 Book 
Study 
 

STUDY NIGHT 

8 pm  AA 

6 
 
 
 
Bells 
 
8 pm 
Chancel Choir 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

8 
 

9 

8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

11 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Book 
Study 
8 pm  AA 

12 

6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
10:30 Book 
Study 
 
8 pm  AA 

13 
 
 
 
Bells 
 
8 pm 
Chancel Choir 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

15 
 
 

16 
8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

18 
 
 
 
7:30 Book 
Study 
 
8 pm  AA 

19 
6:45 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
10:30 Book 
study 
 
8 pm  AA 

20 
 
 
 
Bells  
 
8 pm 
Chancel Choir 

21 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

22 
 

23 

8:30 am  
Early Service 
10 am Family 
Worship 
5 pm The 
Gathering 

24Christmas 

         Eve 
Office Closed  
5 pm Family 
Service &  
Pageant 
11 pm Candle
-light Service 

25 

 

Christmas 
Day 
 
Church Office 
Closed through 
Jan. 2 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

29 
 

30 
10 am  
Combined 

Family 
Worship 
11:15 am  
Coffee Hour & 
Fellowship 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm  AA 

1 
 
 

Happy New 
Year! 
 
 

 
8 pm  AA 

2 
 
 
Church Office 
Re-opens 
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December  2018 

Church School 

News 

From Pastor Scott 

Happy Holidays everyone! As we enter the advent sea-

son I hope you have found sometime for refreshment and 

relaxation. Church life does get busy as we near Christ-

mas and 2018 will be no exception. I am already grateful 

for the energy everyone has brought to our various minis-

tries this Fall and I look forward to what new things we 

will accomplish in the Spring term.   

  

I think my #1 hope in the new year of the liturgical calen-

dar is that we will pursue ministry that reflects our calling 

as a church in this particular time and place. The impact 

we make in the world will not be based simply on our 

own creativity and gifts. It will be based on the activity of 

God in our midst, and the ways in which God is drawing 

us toward a different world than the one we now inhabit. I 

hope that in this new year we will take steps toward 

our calling with boldness!  

  

One of the missional commitments that we have 

heard our congregation discuss regularly is our relation-

ship to Drew University and its various constituencies. In 

light of this, we have invested in a growing community 

at The Gathering alongside a number of other endeavors. 

This week, UMC Madison will host our annual Christmas 

party for those who attend The Gathering followed by our 

week of study nights that we host at the end of each se-

mester. These events are only successful because of 

your generosity and hospitality. If you would like to par-

ticipate by offering any food or treats for these stu-

dents, please reach out to me!  

  

We are also continuing with our small groups on Tuesday 

evenings and Wednesday mornings. These groups will 

take a break between Christmas and the new year but we 

will pick back up after the holidays with renewed energy. 

Please join either community. We love newcomers!   

  

I continue to be excited about all of the opportunities we 

have to do ministry in our context. May the arrival of Je-

sus on Christmas be a reminder that we are called to love, 

justice, grace and mercy this holiday season.   

  

Blessings,  

Pastor Scott  

 

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!  The Church 

School begins rehearsals for the Christmas Eve Pageant on 

Sunday, December 2nd after the 10 am   service. The casting 

roles will be announced at the first practice..... so exciting!   
 

For our Advent Project, the Church School will be collecting 

nonperishable breakfast items for the Drew University Food 

Pantry helping students with limited food plans access to a 

healthy breakfast.   

Some suggestions are: Cereal Bars, Individual Serving Cereal 

Boxes or Bowls, Granola Bars, Fruit cups, Applesauce, shelf 

friendly Individual Milk/Soy milk/Rice milk boxes.   

There will a collection box in the library through the middle 

of January. 
 

As Always we are looking for volunteers to help teach 

Church school on Sunday during the 10AM service.  The 

commitment can be weekly, monthly, seasonally, or occa-

sionally.  Please see Kathleen Keane if you are interested in 

working with the most special group of kids around, click 

here to visit the sign up sheet and shee what is available sign 

up genius .  Thank you    always for all of your continued 

support!  umcmseeds@gmail.com 

Kathleen Keane 

On Sunday, November 18 we got to enjoy another beautiful altar 

display created by Lisa Carballo. We are grateful for Lisa and all her 

creativity we get to enjoy through her work. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ea8ad2ca4ff2-umcmadison
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ea8ad2ca4ff2-umcmadison
mailto:umcmseeds@gmail.com
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December  2018 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM 
Angels at work near and far 

Christmas decorations are going 

up and celebrations with family 

and friends are in the planning. As 

we plan gift giving and receiving, 

our hearts turn to others less fortu-

nate or who are struggling just to 

fulfill the basic needs of life. By 

joining in the variety of Outreach 

choices this season, you can share 

that deep satisfaction and well-

being with those who will benefit 

from our projects.   

 The Angel Tree supports Family Promise with holiday 

gifts requested by sheltered guests and Roots & Wings 

with gift cards that augment the needs of youth recently 

aging out of the foster-care program.  

The Advent/Christmas Offering focuses on Domestic Dis-

aster Relief Service projects by United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief (UMCOR). Donations can be made to 

UMC in Madison, Advent/Christmas Offering in your 

check memo. 

UMCOR operates in a three 

stage process: an emergency 

stage, for immediate re-

sponse; a relief stage to help 

assess damage and stabilize situations to maintain physical 

and emotional well-being; and the long-term recovery 

stage, which can last for years. For example, over 10 years 

later, UMCOR is still working to help those impacted by 

Hurricane Katrina. 100% of your dollars go to relief allow-

ing UMCOR to stay until recovery is complete. 

While UMCOR continues to lend support for the victims of 

the 2017 hurricanes (Irma, Harvey, Jose, and Maria), the 

work has begun for those who were devastated by the 2018 

Hurricanes – Florence and Michael. Domestic relief efforts 

have been active in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, South and 

North Carolina and Texas. 

Following the devastating wild fires in California this fall, 

UMCOR has supplied grants to begin the process of recov-

ery and is working to identify the ministry needs and op-

portunities within the local communities. The area of wild-

fires in Northern California is still in recovery from the 

devastating fires of 2017 where communities continue to 

suffer from loss of housing, families in economic and emo-

tional distress and special needs for children.   

The 2018 wildfires of Northern California covered the 

largest on record destroying many homes and forcing 

families to evacuate. The recovery will take many years. 

Area churches work together with other social services 

to provide physical and emotional support. The fires in 

Southern California were also devastating touching 

some of the most highly desirable property in California. 

While news seemed to focus their attention on the celeb-

rity victims, the area is home to many low and middle 

income families who have lost their homes or been 

forced into evacuation.  The fires are now out, so recov-

ery will commence.  

It is these types of disas-

ters that UMCOR is de-

signed to address.  Our 

support of the Health Kit 

project at Skylands Out-

reach Depot prepares these 

basic supplies for distribu-

tion when people are sent 

to shelters. And the flood 

bucket project is also essential to the recovery process 

bu providing the basic supplies to start clean up and al-

low individuals to return to their homes.  

The congregation has stepped up to the challenge to col-

lect supplies for the Clean-Up Bucket project and sup-

plies are already piling up in the Library.  On Sunday, 

Dec 2nd, during our Advent Soup celebration, we will fill 

5 gallon pails with an assortment of about 20 items for 

delivery to the Skylands Outreach Depot.  

Many blessings and thanks for your continuing generosi-

ty and compassion in missional outreach.  

Church School will be collecting nonper ishable 

breakfast items for the Drew University Food Pantry 

helping students with limited food plans access to a 

healthy breakfast. Some suggestions are Cereal Bars, 

Individual Serving Cereal Boxes or Bowls, Granola 

Bars, Fruit cups, Applesauce, shelf friendly Individual 

Milk/Soy milk/Rice milk boxes. There will a collection 

box in the library through the middle of January.  

An additional collection is being requested to support 

the inmates at the Morris County Correctional Facility. 

Inmates will receive gift bags with personal items such 

as men's t-shirts or jockey shorts, crew socks and hy-

giene items. Please bring these items to the church be-

fore Dec 7th. 

Jeanne Eisele 
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Alexa Alvey Flowers Larry Burlingame 

John Glascock Richard Reede 

Ruth Kletz Katie King 

Steve Faig Stuart Harvett 

Our Church Family 
People we remembered in prayer 

December  2018 

Known  
Birthdays 
in  
December 

Suji Balfe 

Abigail Mikaela Bull 

Brendan Cobb 

Tyler Cobb 

Curren De Vico 

Cindy Kroeger 

Kelly McCarter 

Cillian McIsaac 

Scott Ostlund 

Katie Pivarnik-Tamaki 

Lydia Sung 

Sawyer Tadano 

Grace Voorhees 

 William Church Wagstaff 

 

Fair Trade Coffee Sale —  

Dec. 9, 16, 23 During coffee hour in the 

church library 

News from  

Family Promise 

SHOUT OUT to Rory Murphy, Daniel Leguizamon and 

the sound room team who steered and guided the resent AV 

work done in the sanctuary.  As the weeks go by we will 

get to enjoy the full potential of what has been installed.  

Both Rory and Daniel spent countless hours ensuring the  

work was of the highest quality. 

 

THANK YOU! 

On November 8, hundreds of volunteers and clergy from host 

and support congregations in Morris County. attended “An 

Evening of Promise,” the Volunteer Recognition and Apprecia-

tion Dinner. It was a very special night of celebration, with 

outstanding food, fellowship, and lots of prizes. The evening 

was subsidized by the Florham Park law firm of Greenberg 

Traurig, LLP, to thank all the volunteers who make this pro-

gram possible. This year’s Evening of Promise celebrated 30 

years and counting of service to those in need in Morris Coun-

ty. We heard inspiring words from FP Executive Director Jo-

ann Bjornson, the President of the Board of Trusteesavid Bess, 

a Trustee of Family Promise, and a former client who shared 

her personal success story and told how the FP staff and volun-

teers touched her life and made it possible for her to find an 

apartment and continue her education. A Community Impact 

Award, also sponsored by Greenberg Traurig, was presented to 

Michele Caruso, who volunteers to help families when they 

move into permanent housing in securing household goods and 

other basic necessities. One of Michele’s proudest achieve-

ments to date is the creation of the Making Moves Matter pro-

gram. It was created to lessen the financial burden on families 

and help new residents experience self-sufficiency. On the day 

Family Promise guests move into a new residence - one they 

have been waiting for and working toward, the Making Moves 

Matter team of volunteers arrives with all the necessary house-

hold items. They clean, hang shower curtains, make beds, or-

ganize the kitchen, stock the fridge and cupboards, and spread 

their love throughout the new living space. To date, Michele 

and her Making Moves Matter teams of volunteers have 

worked in conjunction with the Family Promise staff to secure 

and set up more than 22 homes!  

 

There are still a few Angels left on the Angel tree, so why not 

share the Joy this holiday season by picking an Angel from the 

tree during coffee hour in the Library. Then you will be able to 

select the perfect Family Promise family for a gift. Gifts are 

due back to church by Sunday, December 9th, to prepare them 

for delivery, so there is still time to participate in this project to 

spread Peace & Joy! Thanks to Jeanne Eisele for getting the 

Angel Tree Holiday Gift Program off to an early start this year. 

The Family Promise October Newsletter can be accessed on the 

FP website, www.familypromisemorris.org/media/monthly-

newsletter/. There are many good updates on new programs, 

family status, needed items and improvements news about the 

Volunteer Recognition Dinner. If you have any questions or 

need more information about the Family Promise program, 

please let me know. 

 

Laurie Hagerich 

Coordinator Telephone: 973-377-9407 

http://www.familypromisemorris.org/media/monthly-newsletter/
http://www.familypromisemorris.org/media/monthly-newsletter/
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 Worship Schedule  
  

  Early Morning Worship   8:30 a.m. 

  Family Worship & Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
          Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.  

  Coffee and Fellowship 11:15 a.m. 

  The Gathering & Meal Fellowship  5:00 p.m. 
  

 Coming up: 
  Dec.   2 Advent Soup Lunch & Outreach Project 

 Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services 

 5 p.m. Family Worship and Children’s Pageant 

 11 p.m. Candlelight Communion & Worship Service 

 Dec. 30 Combined Worship at 10 a.m. only 

 Dec 24—Jan 2 Church office will be closed  

 

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org 

Christmas Flower Donations 

 T he upcoming season of Advent is a time of       

preparing our hearts for the joy of Christmas and 

the coming of our Messiah. We hope you will participate 

in helping to decorate our church to celebrate this      

season of miracles. 

If you would like to donate to the Christmas Flower 

Fund in honor or memory of a loved one, please com-

plete the form below and return it with your donation to 

the church office either by mail or by placing it in the 

Sunday offering plate. The deadline for contributions is  

December 20. Thank you! 
 

Suggested Donation: $20 minimum 
 

Donor’s Name:_________________________________ 

My donation is: 

In memory of __________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

In honor of ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

http://www.umcmadison.org

