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A Message from the Pastor

One of the great challenges after any holiday, including
religious holidays, is what to do with all our “stuff”. I may
be giving this some extra thought this year because we are
preparing to move but it is a challenge for all of us. After
Christmas all the decorations have to be packed away, gifts
used, returned or shelved, and of course the tree! Easter, well
it is no different this time around. On Easter we usually dispose of the “extra stuff” by eating it which may not be the
best idea but it does work. The Easter baskets, are packed
away for another year. The Easter Bunny knows right where
to find them.
So, what is the Church to do? Well we can prepare for Pentecost which is not as much fun for the kids. Christmas and
Easter are on a downward slope of gift giving and by the time Pentecost rolls around, well, you can’t even buy a chocolate
egg!
It is hard to remember, in the midst of all our celebrations during the year, that Easter is celebrated every Sunday. Well,
not the candy part, but the celebration of the Resurrection is the sum and substance of our worship on Sundays. And the
wonderful thing about Easter is that we all come a bit closer to recognizing just that, in spite of all the colored eggs, jelly
beans and chocolate bunnies, we celebrate the Good News of love and life that transcends even death.
So the challenge is for each one of us to discover what makes Easter worth celebrating every week. It is not the candy but
something just as sweet I would say. And it is cavity free.
See you Sunday.

Grace and Peace,

“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace
as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Looking within and
reaching out, we invite you to meet us where you are.”
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Palm Sunday Activities

On Sunday, March 25 we commemorated Palm Sunday and the start of
Holy Week by watching the children enter the Sanctuary with palms. The
children were then taught by Kris Pfeifer on how to turn their palm leaf
into crosses.
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Other News ...
Bits and briefs
Clothing Request

Heart & Hand

For the calendar…

R

April 28—Trip to The Botanical Gardens in the Bronx.
May 9—Dinner (venue tbc).

ev. Jean Takasong will be returning to the Congo over the sum-

mer and has asked if we could reach out to the congregation for gently used clothing and shoes for his five children. Here are the details:
Merdi (girl) 13 years, size 8 shoe,
Emmanuela, (girl) 11 years, size 7 shoe
Plamedie (girl) 9 years, size 7 shoe
Denise (girl) 7 years —size 6 shoe
Samuel (boy) 4 years, (child size) 4-5 shoe

More information on both events will be given closer to the dates.

Interfaith Food Pantry
Please continue to bring items in for the Food Pantry. Items
currently needed most are: canned fruit, low-sodium soups,
canned beans, shelf-stable milk, and stage 1,2, and 3 baby food.
All items can be placed in the baskets located in the church
hallway. Thank you!

Please call Natalie in the church office if you have questions about
sizing.

Interfaith Food Pantry

Heart & Hand

Gala—April 20

Thank you to everyone who donated hand towels for the

Friends, our church is being honored by the Interfaith Food

assembly of UMCOR Health Kits—your contributions go a
long way.

Pantry and will be receiving the 2018 Pantry Partner Award.
The date of the event is April 20 at the Birchwood Manor.
Come join the celebration! If you would like more information
contact Katy Galton at 973 538 8049 or go to the Food Pantry
website www.mcifp.org.

Fair Trade Coffee Sales
Sunday APRIL 8
During coffee hour in the church
library

Did you know… UMC Madison has a
Facebook page? Search “United Methodist
Church in Madison,” and see more photos
from the annual church picnic and Mission
Connect car wash, plus updates.
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Mon

Sun

1

8
8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

15
8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

22
8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

29

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

2

9

Wed

Tue

3

10

4

11

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

12

13

14

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

Memorial for
Dick Tisch

16

17

18

19

20

21

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast
7pm Cooking
demo
8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

23

24

25

26

Newsletter
Deadline

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

Interfaith
Food Pantry
Dinner

27

28
Heart & Hand
trip to NYBG

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm AA

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

30

8 pm AA

May Newsletter Deadline: April 24
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From the
Youth Corner
Hello UMC Madison,
What a month it has been! A series of events during Lent made
us a busy congregation. I am so thankful for everyone’s participation and planning in making these things happen. Our Lenten
Speakers, Peace Islands Institute and Peaceworks visited for a
wonderful time of lunch and fellowship during the month.
Please take the opportunity to follow up with these organizations online and learn more about their important work.

On Sunday, March 18 and as part of our Lenten Speaker

We also had some powerful outreach events including Sole
Hope and End Hunger 3.6. As always, UMC Madison had a
strong contingent and we accomplished a lot of work thanks to
you all.

Series we welcomed Peace Islands Institute. Our time with PII
is special, we get to enjoy varied viewpoints and voices, not to
forget the delicious meal catered by PII—thank you!
With special thanks to Scott Ostlund and PII for pulling all this
together.

As we wind down from the Easter season we are winding up for
the end of the school year. For many of our youth that means
getting last minute homework done during April and May. It
also means we will be having a conversation about a short-term
trip for the youth over the summer. The youth group is leaning
toward a trip within few hours of New Jersey, potentially a
weekend project centered out of New York City. We will
schedule a youth meeting this month to formalize plans.
The end of the school year also means it is almost time for Finals Week Study Nights. We have hosted these each of the last
couple years. Last term we hosted around 50 students for late
night studying, food and coffee. If you would like to make anything for our students we will be hosting during the first week
of May.
Lastly, I want to thank Rachael Phelps for preaching earlier this
month and announce that we will have some other guests coming up. On Sunday May 6, I will be facilitating a Q & A panel
with three people from the Theological School who are pursuing, or have pursued, Christian ministry in non-traditional ways.
These individuals will speak to what has motivated them to do
this work and how they think the church will change moving
into the future. I PROMISE these will be some fantastic guests
and I would love to have you all come out and hear from these
rich perspectives.
As always – thanks for all of your work this month!
Best,
Scott Ostlund
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others

Native American Ministries Sunday
will be celebrated on April 15, 2018.
There are 5.2 million Native Americans
living on tribal lands. Participation in
Native American Ministries Sunday supports outreach, seminary scholarships and ministry initiatives that equip Native congregations to worship and
serve as only they can. One of six churchwide Special
Sundays, Native American Ministries Sunday serves to
remind United Methodists of the gifts and contributions
made by Native Americans to our society. The special
offering supports Native American outreach within annual conferences and across the United States and provides seminary scholarships for Native Americans. Today
Native Americans—with many unique languages, many
unique cultures—honor their heritage, and live as Jesusfollowers, led by a rotation of primarily Native American
pastors, many of whom havee received scholarship support to attend seminary. When you give generously on
Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary
students who will honor and celebrate Native American
culture in their ministries. You empower congregations to
find fresh, new ways to minister to their communities
with Christ’s love. Learn more : http://
www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-americanministries-sunday

Thank you for your donations to 2018 Lent/Easter
Offering designated to these Outreach organizations:
Peaceworks - a mission organization that has for many
years provided reconditioned bicycles to Nicaragua and
developed relationships with partner agencies to provide mission services that aid abused and abandoned
youth, struggle against domestic violence, work toward
sustainable agriculture approaches, and support ecotourism through natural conservation projects. More info at
https://peaceworks.org/

UMCOR Sunday - United Methodist Committee
of Relief (UMCOR) is the global disaster relief
agency of the United Methodist Church.
Jeanne Eisele

UMCOR and UM
Churches Help Blackfeet
Nation in recent snow
emergency. Between Feb 1 and Mar 1 the snow accumulation grew from ~80 inches to 240 inches in northwestern Montana, home to the Blackfeet Nation. But
even more punishing were the 70 to 80 mph wind gusts
creating 20 foot drifts!. New Jersey had its own snow
blizzard but nothing compares to the challenges facing
this Native American nation. The Blackfeet Tribal Council issued a state of emergency and asked for help from
The United Methodist Church through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). The Yellowstone
United Methodist Conference appealed for local volunteers and donations while providing emergency funding
grant.
The Blackfeet United Methodist Parish has been serving
breakfast, lunch, dinner and lots of coffee for first responders who are there to help families trapped in homes
or to bring them to a warm shelter. “A blessing that has
come out of all this is the good relationship The United
Methodist Church has been able to establish with the
tribal government,” said Rev. Calvin Hill, pastor of the
Blackfeet United Methodist Parish.
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Family Promise News

Known
April
Birthdays

SUPPORT FAMILY PROMISE ON FRIDAY, APRIL
6, AT 7 PM BY ATTENDING AN EVENING OF
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC. Chamber Music for Charity will
present music performed by Merynda Adams, Harp,
Christopher Lee, Violin, and Amy Butler-Visscher, Cello,
at GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH in Madison. Having heard these wonderful musicians perform, I can highly
recommend this evening of chamber music with works by
Glinka, Hasselmans, Handel and Renie. A free-will donation will be taken at the door with all proceeds to benefit
Family Promise of Morris County.

Robert Henderson
Lance Carriere
Kyle Van Sciver
Eric White
Tara Kathleen Manz
Jaelyn Atterbury
Charlotte Mellina

Friday, June 22, and Saturday, June 23 is our next time
to help at St. Vincent’s Martyr Church when the families
will return during the week of June 17.
The latest Family Promise newsletter featured news about
the organization’s success in the past year: The Emergency Shelter Program had a 92% success rate of families
and single guests moving out of shelter and provided
4,775 nights of shelter. The Community Support Program
had a 97% success rate for families and individuals maintaining self-sufficiency and served 132 individuals. Our
Promise Drop-In Center served 588 individuals. There
were other good stories about the families being treated to
a day at Atelier Salon in Denville where they enjoyed
manicures, treats and haircuts/styles, and about Robert
who was recently able to move into a new home. Several
volunteers helped him with the move and setting up his
new home. The full newsletter can be accessed at
www.familypromisemorris.org.

Our Church Family
People we remembered in prayer

Laurie Hagerich, Coordinator
Telephone: 973-377-9407
Email: hager1@optonline.net

Katie King

Family of Polly Scott

Steve Faig

Family of Herman Bips

Rosanne Tisch

Family of Marion McVeigh

Rev. Manuel Sardinas

Bill Mancinelli

Deaths
Rev. Herman Bips
***
Marion McVeigh
***
Polly Scott
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Worship Schedule
Early Morning Worship
Family Worship & Sunday School

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.

Coffee and Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
The Gathering Worship & Meal Fellowship 5:00 p.m.

Check our website for more information: www.umcmadison.org

Easter Sunday —April 1, 2018

Thank you to
Barbara Koes
for her creative
and delicious
edible Easter
bunny.
It was appreciated
by everyone!
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