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A Message from the Pastor

Easter’s Invitation
Easter is coming.
It will be here
before we know it
(April 16th by the
way). And with it
we hope Spring
will be in full
“bloom.” It’s about time!
This Spring, as we continue to work on our ”Vital Ministry” plans, it is my hope we can further develop an
Invitational Ministry. What I mean by invitational is
developing the ability to help others connect indirectly
to God.
For someone who is hungry, the opening for God may
come through the hand that provides a hot meal. For the
one who is sick, God may be revealed in the one who
offers healing simply by their presence. This is nothing
new, Jesus based his life on it, literally.

Easter is a time when we celebrate the great summation
of it all; God’s gracious, forgiving, sustaining, eternal
love for us in Christ. Strangely enough it is a celebration
many outside the church desire. They too are drawn to
something beyond chocolate bunnies and multi flavored
jelly beans. But for want of an invitation, to be part of
the Easter celebration, many remain alone.
We will join together at
different times during Holy
Week and of course on
Easter morning. Why don’t
you bring someone along?
It is a simple invitation.
Who knows where it will
lead.
Grace and Peace,

The “invitation” to church is never an end in itself. The
activities of the church, whether missional, spiritual,
educational or recreational are all to help in the development of life’s fullness (John 10:10). This is the intention of God’s gift of life itself isn’t it? But how easy it
is to lose sight and spend so much time and effort pursuing that which drains rather than sustains and gains life.

“In worship, fellowship and service we seek God’s peace
as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.”
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United Methodist
Women
Please join the Naomi Circle on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017, at

Staff & Elected Officers

10:30 AM, when we will visit the Methodist Archives and History
Center at Drew University to see the new exhibit about the Church’s
role in allowing Japanese college-age students to exit the interment
camps during WW II. Dr. Dale Patterson will lead the tour. We will
meet in the Church library at 10:30 am and walk to Drew. Hopefully
the daffodils will be in bloom. After seeing the exhibit, we will have
lunch locally at a place to be determined. Please contact me if you
would like to join us.
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Our circle was pleased to partner with the Heart and Hand group in
assembling 50 health kits on Saturday, March 25, which will be delivered to UMCOR for distribution to areas affected by flood or natural
disasters.
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The collection for The Neighborhood Center of Camden, New Jersey,
supported by United Methodist Women and the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, is ongoing. We would welcome any contributions, which will go to support this center that helps
with the needs of young adults, senior citizens, children and teenagers
in Camden. Donations can be made by collection of quarters in plastic
medicine vials (please use your own vial) or by placing a check payable to “United Methodist Women” in the offering plate. Please note
“Neighborhood Center” in the memo portion of your check. If there
are any questions, please let me know.
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On Saturday March 25th volunteers from UMC in Madison joined
others from the community at the Madison Rotary End Hunger 3.6
event. We had three teams at tables and packaged 44 cartons, each
holding 216 meals. Thank you everyone who joined the effort or
contributed to our pledge of 5000 meals.
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Other News ...
Bits and briefs
ECO ART SHOW April 23-30

Holy Week & Easter Schedule

If you would like to submit

Palm Sunday, April 9: Wor ship at 8:30 & 10am.
Children’s Procession of Palms at 10 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 13: Wor ship at 7:30pm.
Worship and Communion, planned
Good Friday, April 14: Wor ship at 7:30pm
Suffering Saturday, April 15: Wor ship at 7:30pm.
Easter Day, April 16:
Sunrise Service at 7:30am.
Easter Breakfast at 8:30am.
Family Worship at 10am.
Children’s Flowering of the Cross
with Egg Hunt during service

work please do so as soon as
possible, via the church’s website. The gallery will open Sunday, April 23rd with a movie
showing of Before the Flood, and
close on April 30th with an EcoFestival. If you would like to
volunteer or participate in the
show please contact Chelsea, and
be sure to spread the word
around Madison and surrounding
communities!

Bike Swap

Monday night Book Study

Remember to visit

Join us on Monday nights (Date tbc) as we
discuss our new book selection “Mecca and
Main Street” by Geneive Abdo. If you are
interested please talk to Robb or call the
church office. Feel free to pick up a copy of
the book from the church office. Once we
have more details on date, time and venue we
will make the announcements.

the Bike Swap at Central Avenue school
May 21st!!!!

Easter Flowers
We are still taking orders for Easter Flowers.
Please contact the office with your information.
Thank you!

Liturgical Dance

We are asking all children interested in joining

Lenten Series

the praise dance group to please contact Kathy Shoaf. We are
planning on performing on Easter Sunday and on April 23rd.
Come and join the fun!

Thank you to our three Lenten Speakers for presenting to our
congregation during lent. They are Dean Neilsen for Morrow
Memorial UMC in Maplewood, who spoke of their experiences
in partnership to host a Syrian Refugee Family.
Our second speaker was Denis Johnston of PeaceWorks, and he
spoke of the good mission work being done in Nicaragua.
Lastly, our very own Chelsea Jackson-Loesch who spoke about
The Avalon Village Project which is an Eco-Village in Detroit.
Chelsea has organized a mission trip for the end of August. If
anyone is interested in joining the mission trip to The Avalon
Village, please call the church office.

Peace Island Dinner—April 9

UMC Madison is co-hosting a Dinner and Discussion
with Peace Islands Institute on April 9th at 5 pm. This potluck
dinner will be held in our Fellowship Hall, and will offer a
space for interfaith dialogue and fellowship. We would love to
see you there!
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Mon

Sun

2

3

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am
Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

9

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am
Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

16

Easter
Sunday

4
7pm
Church Council

Peace Island Dinner

8pm AA

8pm AA

10

11

10:30 am
Day Time
Book Study

12
10:30 am
Day Time
Book Study

8pm AA

8pm AA

17

18

23

25

30

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

24

7

6-7 pm
Bell Choir

10:30 am
Acorn Kids
Bible study

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8 pm AA

13

14

7:30pm
Maundy
Thursday

8 pm
Chancel Choir

8pm AA

20

21

6-7 pm
Bell Choir
8 pm
Chancel Choir

26

27

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast
UMW meet

8pm AA

10:30 am
Day Time
Book Study

6-7 pm
Bell Choir
8 pm
Chancel Choir

10:30 am
Acorn Kids
Bible study

15

28
10:30 am
Acorn Kids
Bible study
8pm AA

Eco Festival
11—3pm

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am
Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

May Newsletter Deadline: April 24

7:30pm
Suffering
Sunday

22
Earth Day

8pm AA

ART SHOW

4

7:30pm
Good Friday service

10:30 am
Acorn Kids
Bible study

10:30 am
Day Time
Book Study

Sat

8

6-7 pm
Bell Choir

6:45 am Men’s
Breakfast

7:30 pm
Finance
Meeting
8pm AA

19

Fri

6

Breakfast

8pm AA

ART SHOW

5

Thu

6:45 am Men’s

7:30am
Sunrise Service
8:30am Light
breakfast
10am
Family service
8pm AA
& Egg Hunt

8:30 am
Early Service
10 am
Family
Worship
5 pm The
Gathering

Wed

Tue

29
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Cooking Demo
Group

Cont….
I am excited to be leading a trip to Avalon Village August 2428th, so we can go learn from this community and help them
with their Seventh Annual “Hood Camp.” This trip is intergenerational, and open to EVERYONE, including friends and other
community members! So please spread the word, and if you are
interested in attending please contact me as soon as possible!

T

he Cooking group met on Wednesday, March 22nd for the

Speaking of summer, please note our VBS Registration is up and
running. All students 1st-6th are welcome to attend our Hero
Central themed VBS, as discover what it means to have strength
in God! For dates/times or to register see the church’s website,
and if you would like to volunteer please let me know!

3rd cooking demonstration. This event was hosted by Kris
Pfeifer and Lisa Moro who gave an amazing Mexican themed
demonstration. They demonstrated authentic Mexican dishes
we could later share with our families. If anyone is interested
in joining the next demonstration, please reach out to Natalie
Dines in the Church office.

Looking ahead to events that are right around the corner: UMC
Madison is co-hosting a Dinner and Discussion with Peace Islands Institute on April 9th at 5 pm. This potluck dinner will be
held in our Fellowship Hall, and will offer a space for interfaith
dialogue and fellowship.
Also, as we look to Holy Week, please note, in addition to our
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, we will also hold
our Second Annual Suffering Saturday Service. The Saturday of
Holy Week is one of great pain, discomfort and fear, as it marks
the one full day the disciples were without Jesus, likely mourning and hiding in fear of capture. However, as uncomfortable as
it may be, we can learn a great deal from this day, and the suffering and dim hope it offers. Too often we live in a world that
gleans over pain, only to create a type of surface level joy. But
what if we experienced the joy of Easter at a deeper level because we allowed ourselves to be vulnerable to the uncertainty
and struggle of Saturday? These are the types of things we will
explore in our Suffering Saturday service, at 7:30 pm on April
15th. We encourage all attend this unique service, in hopes that
it centers and prepares us even more for the joy that comes with
Easter sunrise.

Above we have Ryan Pfeifer and Grace Voorhees who were helping and supporting their mother’s during the demonstrations.

Lastly, our Second Annual Eco-Art show is quickly approaching! If you would like to submit work please do so as soon as
possible, via the church’s website. The gallery will open Sunday, April 23rd with a movie showing of Before the Flood, and
close on April 30th with an Eco-Festival. If you would like to
volunteer or participate in the show please let me know, and be
sure to spread the word around Madison and surrounding communities!

From the Student
Assistant Pastor
A Blessed Lent Everyone!

Thank you all for your continued work and dedication to UMC
Madison and its ministries, as our community seeks to be the
hands and feet of Christ. May we continue to reflect on Jesus’
life, teachings and death throughout this somber but important
Lenten season.

I hope you all are finding peace, reflection and meaning
throughout this Lenten season, as we remember the life and
teachings of Christ, and explore what it means to Let Justice
Roll.

In Peace,
Chelsea

Throughout this Lent we have been fortunate to learn about
multiple organizations and the amazing community development and justice work they are doing. One of those organizations is Avalon Village, a community in Highland Park Michigan committed to rebuilding their neighborhood suffering from
blight.
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others

SPRING INTO OUTREACH

Our Easter Offering is designated to the three organiza-

We also celebrated UMCOR Sunday – celebr ating the global
diasater relief agency and supporting the continuing disaster
response wherever and whenever needed. UMCOR Sunday
donations help to cover administrative costs so that100% of
special donations are directly applied to disaster and relief
efforts.

tions we heard about during our Lenten Speaker Series.
Thank you for the enthusiastic support for our Lenten
Speaker Series and the joyful welcome given to each of our
guest speakers.

Seeking justice and understanding

Dean Nielsen movingly shared his experience working with
immigrants in detention centers in New Jersey through the
efforts of First Friends and offered the depth of emotions he
and others at Morrow Memorial felt as they supported a
Syrian Refugee family as they settled into a new life
here in the United States. He also told us of the efforts of
other Syrian immigrants who began the Syrian Supper Club
which offers ethnic meals in volunteers' homes with the
donations going to help fund the needs of newer families
arriving in the US. Morrow Memorial is continuing advocacy on behalf of immigrants and refugees thru their outreach group, A Circle of Friends.

Peace Island Institute will co-host a Dinner and Discussion
with our congregation on April 9th at 5 PM in Fellowship
Hall. This event will offer us another opportunity for interfaith
dialogue and fellowship as we share a meal and expand our
understanding and relationship. Peace Island families will
bring the main dishes( rice, vegan dish, Turkish pastry, soup,
meat dish) and UMC families will bring salad and dessert.
Look for sign up after service on April 2nd.
Other Outreach News
UMC MADISON'S END HUNGER 3.6 TEAM!
On Saturday March 25th volunteers from UMC in Madison
joined others from the community at the Madison Rotary End
Hunger 3.6 event. We had thr ee teams at tables and packaged 44 cartons, each holding 216 meals. Thank you everyone
who joined the effort or contributed to our pledge of 5000
meals.

Denich Johnston, a co-founder of Peaceworks, told the congregation about his personal passion and compassion for
the peoples of Central America and how inspiring it has
been for him and his wife to supprt the effort for mission
and outreach through Peaceworks. Each year one or more
containers are filled with recycled bicycles, school supplies,
and medical equipment and supplies to improve the lives of
people in Nicaragua. Maria Eugenia Delgadillo of the
Axayacatl Women's Organization, will share the good
works of this outreach center to empower women in the
villages of Nicaragua on April 8th at Quaker Meeting
House, Chatham. Other special projects supported by
Peaceworks include rural agriculture cooperatives, resources for street children and special education for children with disabilities. (https://peaceworks.org/). Volunteers are needed to pr epar e container s of donated supplies

Native American Ministries Sunday - April 30, 2017
This is one of the six special Sundays celebrated by The United Methodist Church.The special contributions from this Sunday support urban and other ministries, and scholarships for
Native American communities.
Thank you to Heart & Hand and Lydia UMW Circle
Many thanks to Kathy Shoaf and Kerstin White for organizing
and leading the packaging of 50 Health Kits which will be
shipped to UMCOR Sager Brown Warehouse for distribution
where ever they may be needed as part of disaster relief efforts.

for shipment on April 29th and May 13 th at the Plainfield location. Check out the wish list in the Library.

Chelsea Jackson-Loesch informed the congregation about Avalon
Village Project, an Eco-Village in Highland Park Detroit, Michigan. Founded by Mama Shu Harris following the tragic death of
her two year old son, Jakobi RA, this neighborhood community
center is outreach to the entire community, offering after-school
care and activities, summer camp, local community garden and
shop for handi-crafts by local artists. The center has picked up
services such as lending library which the municipal government
is no longer able to provide and has long term goals to nurture
and cultivate a vibrant, safe and supportive envirnoment. where a
service project is planned for the last week in August. , is a
neighborhood seeking to become a self-sustaining and empowering space for community members..http://theavalonvillage.org/
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AFWH- A Future with Hope Update
To date the results include completion of restoration of 254
homes complete, 15 homes under construction, 11,741 volunteers, 10 host sites, 300 person hosting capacity, more than
400 homeowners and families supported through case management. AFWH continues to work in communities across GNJ
area.
In Christ’s service,
Jeanne Eisele
Outreach Ministry
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News from
Family Promise

Known
Birthdays
in
APRIL

We had a very inspiring evening at THE FAMILY PROMISE VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER ON
THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2017, at Meadow Wood Manor in Randolph. Once again there was a good turnout of volunteers from houses of worship and organizations throughout
Morris County and great food and tricky tray items. We
heard a family testimonlal from John and Betsy which was
both heartbreaking and heartwarming. John, who is disabled,
and Betsy progressed from living in a tent in the woods to
being self-sustained in their own apartment through the efforts of Family Promise’s Keys to Housing Program. This
program has received support from our Church through the
Jones Fund, and has been highly successful, with 20 families
having been housed and a recent award of 15 additional
vouchers. Family Promise is seeking to raise funds to cover
the initial one-time costs of $3,000 per voucher for additional
expenses, such as realtor fees, storage, moving costs, apartment repairs, furniture and household items. If you would
consider making a donation to Family Promise for the Keys
to Housing Program, please email info@familypromisemorris.org or go to the website, familypromisemorris.org.
You can also read more about John and Betsy’s story and
Staff Members at Family Promise in the March FP newsletter, which I can email upon request.

Charlotte Rose Robinette
Charles Wiley McIntosh
Logan Ayash
Robert Henderson
Lance Carriere
Melina Ayash
Kyle Van Sciver
Eric White
Tara Kathleen Manz
Jane Frances Cyganovich
Jaelyn Atterbury

Our Church Family

Our next week to help St. Vincent’s Martyr Church in hosting
families will be the week of June 26, and after that the week
of August 6. Look for more information in the next issue of
the Message.
Laurie Hagerich,

People we remembered in prayer
Steve Faig

Pieretti Family

John Duetsch

Gretchen Surhoff

Gary Harvett

Mosques & Jewish
Community Centers

Vidya Jain & Family

Ferminsh Family

Did you know… UMC Madison has a F acebook
page? Search “United Methodist Church in Madison,” and see more photos and information.

Fair Trade Coffee Sale — April 3
During coffee hour in the church library

On Friday’s, we get to enjoy some happy, inquisitive Acorn
Academy kids who join Pastor Robb for “kids bible story time”.
They get to listen to a book, make crafts and visit the Sanctuary.
What a joy it is to have them visit us!
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Worship Schedule
Early Morning Worship
Family Worship & Sunday School

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.

Coffee and Fellowship
The Gathering

11:15 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Coming Up:
April 4
April 9
April 13-16
April 16
April 23-30
April 30

Church Council Meeting
Peace Island Institute dinner & discussion (5pm)
Holy Week (see page 3 for more details)
Easter Sunday with Egg Hunt during 10am service
Eco-Art Show
Eco-Festival (11am—3pm)

Kid’s Night Out—Parent’s Night Off !

On Friday, March 10 we
held our very first kids
night out with great success! We had 18 children
attend from 6pm-9pm. Pizza and Ice-cream sundaes
were served. We had a
magic show performed by
our very own Brendon
Cobb. We had a Wii station
set up, ping pong and balloon games to name a few
activities.
Thank you to Kathy Shoaf,
Amy Cobb, Donna Conley,
Marlice Borecki and Natalie Dines for pulling this
fun night together.
Stay tuned for our next
night out coming soon!
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