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This document is provided to assist you in your estate planning process and is not meant to offer financial or legal advice. 
Please contact your Attorney or Financial Advisor to obtain appropriate professional advice relevant to your particular circumstances. 

Challenges to a Smooth Estate Plan 

1. The Vacation Cottage- It was fun when Mom and Dad did the work, paid the taxes and 
took care of repairs.  But what about now?  Do children live close enough to enjoy it?  Do 
they want the responsibility?  Have that discussion to determine if the transition to the 
children is the correct decision for all of them. It’s better to know and to plan accordingly. 

2. Don’t Spoil the Next Generation- You worked hard and with God’s blessing ended up with 
something to show for your efforts.  But it never was about the money for you.  Is the same 
true for the children?  I’ve heard parents say, “I want to leave them enough to do 
something, but not so much that they do nothing”.  Most parents don’t want an inheritance 
to cause children to fail to realize their potential or simply become unhappy over money. 

3. Dementia or other Cognitive Impairment- Most Estate Plans are designed to address a 
predictable event, the death of the client and the distribution of client assets after death.  
But what happens if incapacitated?  Who makes medical decisions or takes care of 
financial questions that arise?  Let the people you choose as Medical and Financial Power 
of Attorney know how you feel about issues that could develop down the road. 

4. Special Needs or Mental Illness- When we are alive we can provide for the needs of our 
children with special circumstances. But challenges can spring up after parents are gone.  
Properly set up Special Needs Trusts allow for assets to be used for the benefit of the 
disabled person without interfering with government benefits and protect them from 
exploitation.  Find an attorney familiar with Special Needs Trusts to guide you through the 
process well in advance of a potential need. 

5. Estranged Children or Heirs with Unfulfilled Expectations- Junior hasn’t had any 
contact with Mom or Dad for decades but he still figures he will get something.  That’s the 
law, isn’t it?  No it’s not!  People are free to leave their property to whomever or whatever 
they want. Address this unfortunate situation with your attorney as you draft the Estate 
Documents, taking extra precautions at the signing to reduce the risk of challenges later. 

6. Family Farms and Business- Create an Estate Plan which allows one or more 
beneficiaries to receive the business, while other beneficiaries receive something else.  It 
may involve a controlled transfer of business shares to children already in the business 
during your life.  Or purchasing Life Insurance on the owner that leaves cash to 
beneficiaries who aren’t receiving an interest in the business. Do the Planning now! 

7. Skip a Generation- Mom is 95 and the kids are in their 70s.  Does it make sense to leave 
property to children planning for their own estate to pass?  Extreme example?  It’s 
becoming more common.  Keep reviewing your Estate Plan.  “My Plan is finished” doesn’t 
mean you are done. Keep reviewing every few years.  It’s hard to deny an Estate Gift may 
mean more to a grandchild still working, raising a family and trying to make ends meet.  
Maybe a percentage goes to children with more to the next generation.   

8. You Didn’t Tell the Kids about the Gift to Ministry- They may not understand why you 
left the Gift to Church or other Ministries.  Take the time to explain why it was so important 
for you to include that Gift as part of your Plan.  It’s your time to witness your Faith and why 
you are giving back when you are getting the Best Gift, Heaven and Eternal Life! 

 

 


