
 

Bill Burmeister 

Church Extension Fund – Michigan District 

800-242-3944        bill.burmeister@mi-cef.org 

 
This document is provided to assist you in your estate planning process and is not meant to offer financial or legal advice. 

Please contact your Attorney or Financial Advisor to obtain appropriate professional advice relevant to your particular circumstances. 

Can You Afford to Wait? 

 

We have all heard the story of Lazarus.  Jesus arrived four days after Lazarus had been placed in 

the tomb.  Martha testified to her faith when she said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.  But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

In John 11:23-25 the conversation continues.  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and 

whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

For many people the thought of facing the end of life is not something to think about.  We would 

rather push it off, keep it at arm’s length, and even drive it from our minds, much less talk about it. 

The Bible calls death man’s last enemy.  We try to fight it with medicine.  We allow doctors to use 

the poison of Chemo-therapy to challenge cancer cells.  Surgery and radiation treatments are 

performed to eliminate tumors that threaten our existence.  Our survival instinct runs strong and 

deep. 

None of us know the day or the hour we will be called home.  We can look at the average survival 

rates or listen to the doctors make their estimates when we face serious illness.  Above it all, Jesus 

tells us that he has gone ahead to prepare a place for us.  As Christians our futures are secure.   

During my wife’s battle with breast cancer we have been forced to address the reality that all of us 

will be called home.  With a strong faith, she has put her feelings this way; “I’m not afraid to die, I 

just don’t want to say good-bye.” 

Sir Walter Scott said upon the death of his wife, “A kind of cloud of stupidity hangs about me, as if 

all were unreal that men seem to be doing and talking.” Life comes to a halt.  All the important 

things in our lives seem to take a backseat when death comes knocking on our door. 

With this backdrop it is imperative that we plan for the time when God calls us home.  Have you 

taken the time to plan your funeral service?  What a great gift to your family!  List your favorite 

hymns or songs.  Record meaningful scripture passages or maybe your confirmation verse.  It 

spares your family having to make decisions during the cloud of stupidity. 

What do you want to see happen to the gifts God has given during your life?  Does your family 

expect an inheritance?  As the steward of those gifts, it is your decision.  Have you considered 

including a charitable gift from your estate when God gives you the best gift, Heaven?  Contact 

CEF to discuss how to bless your family and the ministries most important to you. 


