
Date:  May 24, 2021 
 
To: Session Members of Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church 
 
From: WPC COVID-19 Task Force  
 
RE: Reopening Recommendation for Inside Worship and Groups 
 
While the WPC COVID-19 Task Force is thrilled to worship together outside, it is ecstatic 

for the more recent updates from CDC and the City of Wauwatosa about mask mandates.    

 

The CDC update is as follows: 

 If you are vaccinated, you may resume activities that you did prior to the pandemic. 

 Fully vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask or physically 

distancing, except where required by federal, state, local, tribal or territorial laws, 

rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace guidance. 

 If you haven’t been vaccinated yet, find a vaccine. 

The order approved by Tosa's city council states that "individuals who are fully vaccinated 

against COVID-19 may resume normal indoor and outdoor activities without the 

requirement of wearing a face covering or physically distancing, except in healthcare 

settings or as otherwise required by law." 

In light of these updates, the COVID-19 Task Force respectfully submits the following 

reopening guidelines for inside worship, small group gatherings, and outside user group 

requests for Session approval. 

 

In-person Worship in the Sanctuary 

 Worship will resume in the sanctuary on July 4th with one service at 9:30am as per 

the typical summer schedule.  This date represents a reasonable projection for the 

Task Force; but the Task Force will continue to abide by the guidelines that have 

been promoted in previous communications. 

 Masks and 6’ spacing are not required by fully vaccinated people.  Your presence 

without a mask is your affirmation that you have been fully vaccinated.   

 Masks are required for those who are not fully vaccinated with the exception of 

children under 2 and those with trouble breathing.   

 Masks will be available at the entrance and from Deacons. 

 While 6’ spacing may not be required for some, please be respectful of others when 

finding a seat and maintaining distance where already seated members request it. 



 For families with unvaccinated children who are not comfortable in the sanctuary, 

socially distanced seating can be set up in the gathering space.  Windows and doors 

will be propped open for increased airflow.  Since this space is limited, families 

should indicate their interest with the church office ahead of time.   

 Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building. 

 A box for offerings will be available in the Gathering Space. 

 All words for hymns and readings will be included in the bulletin and projected 

during worship. 

 Please observe signs for areas in the building that can be entered.  For now, Sunday 

movement through the building will be limited to the main floor. 

 ONLY the sanctuary bathrooms will be available for use.  One person at a time in the 

bathrooms, please. 

 Windows and doors will remain open for added airflow. 

 There will be no nursery. 

 Please ask before hugging if others are okay doing so. 

 Please stay home if you are experiencing any COVID-like symptoms or if you have 

been exposed to COVID recently. 

 The church anticipates using an on-line seat reservation app to serve as our no-

touch virtual “pew pad”.    

 Weather permitting, coffee hour may be held outside following the service. 

 Details about the service are still being considered but will be shared as they are 

known.  

 

Small Group Gatherings and Outside User Requests 

 Small Groups (e.g. session meetings, quilters, Grace Circle, etc.) will be allowed to 

resume meeting in the church building starting June1st.  The church will be open to 

Outside User requests starting July 1st.   These dates represent reasonable 

projections for the Task Force; but the Task Force will continue to abide by the 

guidelines that have been promoted in previous communications. 

 Groups are asked to consult with their members to determine whether to meet in-

person vs. continuing virtually based on group consensus. 

 Groups are asked to contact the office to schedule and reserve a meeting space. 

 Masks and 6’ spacing are not required by fully vaccinated people.  Your presence 

without a mask is your affirmation that you have been fully vaccinated.  

 Masks are required for those who have not been fully vaccinated with the exception 

of children under 2 and those with trouble breathing.   

 Please limit movement in the building to the space(s) that have been 

reserved/agreed to. 



 ONLY the bathrooms nearest the space(s) should be used.  One person at a time in 

the bathrooms, please. 

 Please stay home if you are experiencing any COVID-like symptoms or if you have 

been exposed to COVID recently. 

 

The Task Force submits this plan with the knowledge that its success is based on our 

mutual faith and trust in the community that has been fostered by the Spirit and our 

common calling.  The Task Force recommends that we seek to trust in one another, and 

therefore, we will prayerfully recommend that no proof of vaccinations be required or 

asked of those in worship or gatherings.   

 

The Task Force continues to welcome comments, suggestions, and questions.   

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Paul Bargren (at large), Anne Coulling (Christian Education), Stephen Hudson-Mairet 
(Clerk), Kevin Sjostrom (B&G), Cathy Usher (Worship), Mark VanderKinter (Deacons), Beth 
Wilkinson (Fellowship), Rev. Brett Swanson 
 
 


