“Iravel makes one modest.
You see what a tiny place

you occupy in the world.”
Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880)

WAUWATOSA
PRESBYTERIAN

AUGUST 17,2025 - 10:00 A.M.
ALL AREALWAYS WELCOME



Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church

August 17, 2025 10:00am
Bold text: Spoken by all people +Please rise in body or spirit

We Gather Together Before God

Please prepare your hearts for worship.

Gathering Songs Come and Sing the Praise of the Lord #389
This Is My Father's World #370
Welcome & Call to Worship Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson

Small as a mustard seed and lofty as a cedar:
The kingdom of God is growing.
While we sleep and rise night and day:

The kingdom of God is growing.

The low are brought high; the high are brought low:
The kingdom of God is growing,

its large branches are home to all kinds of people!

Let us worship God!

+Song of Praise For the Fruit of All Creation #36
+Seeking God's Grace Kim Christianson

+Unison Prayer of Confession

Gracious God,
we so often miss your kingdom at work among us.
Captivated by power and prestige,
we overlook the mustard seeds
you have planted all around.
Forgive us for failing to notice
where and how you are at work.
Forgive us for assuming our might
when the smallest of seeds is our story.
Forgive us, O God. Amen.

+Response Seek Ye First #175 vs. 3

+God's Grace & Peace to Share

May the Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.



+Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below,
Praise Holy Spirit evermore,
Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.

We Listen To God’s Word
Prayer for Openness
First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

Worship Through Music Come, Thou Fount
Chancel Choir

Kim Christianson

Craig Courtney

Second Reading Mark 4:30-32 Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson
Sermon Modern Parables: The View from Elsewhere

We Respond to God
+Hymn of Response O for a World #372

Prayers of the People
Lord, in Your Mercy:
Hear our prayer.

+The Lord’s Prayer

Our Lives Together

Forward Scholars Carrie Streiff-Stuessy

+Closing Song Lead On, O King Eternal!
+Benediction

Postlude Jesus is Lord
Jayne Latva (organ)

#269

Matthew Corl



Care Cards & Flowers

Please sign the Care Card for Barb and Barry Frisbie.

Today’'s Flowers are given to the glory of God by Cindy and Mike Harvey
in celebration of their 45th anniversary.

Thank you for serving today!

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson
Liturgist: Kim Christianson
Deacon: Marc Raygoza
Musicians: Nicole McCarty, Jayne Latva, Chancel Choir
Praise Band: Don Weinberg, Larry Hanlon, Jim Guckenberg,

Mark Weisser, Paul Nuccio
Technical Team: Mike Flanders, Grant Geyer, Brian Hakes, Jim Halverson, Larry
Hanlon, Stephen Hudson-Mairet, Bridget Lovell, Brian Lukecart, Austin Melrose,

Steve Trower, Mark VanderKinter, Zariah VanderKinter, Kathryn Wagner.

The dedicated folks in the AV booth, led by Jim Halverson, manage in-person and livestream
services for worship. Thank you for sharing your gifts! If you are interested in joining the
team, please talk to Jim or email him at jim@tosapres.com.

We are grateful for your offerings! You can place them in the wooden box near the Sanctuary
entrance or mail them to the office. To give online, go to tosapres.com/give or scan the QR
code on the pew card. To set up ACH withdrawals, please contact the office. Thank you!
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Welcome to Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church

We're so happy you are here!

ACCESSIBILITY

An ASL interpreter is in worship with
us every first Sunday of the month.

If you need assistance hearing better
in the sanctuary, please ask one of the
Deacons to get you a listening device.

COMMUNION

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the
first Sunday of each month. The bread
is gluten free and the cup is grape
juice.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all ages to
worship with us in the sanctuary.

Child Care is provided each Sunday
morning in our Crib Room. A friendly
staff member is in the room from
9:30-11:30 am if you would like to
drop off your little ones.

The PrayGround near the Chancel is
open Sundays for children who want
to be in worship. We encourage par-
ents to sit in the front rows.

Busy bags are available (ask the
Deacons for assistance) for children
who prefer to sit with their parents
during worship, and there is a Cry
Room at the back of the sanctuary.

Pastor Brett would love to meet
you! Contact him with questions or
just to introduce yourself:

Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson, Pastor:
brett@tosapres.com

row

Bible Study & Classes

Sunday Bible Study for Adults, Sunday
School for Pre-K through 5th Grade,
and Wednesday’'s Zoom Bible study
sessions with Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson

are on summer break!

Our Sunday groups will resume on
Rally Day, September 7, 2025!

Wednesday Bible Study will return
August 20, 2025!

Adult Enrichment
Sundays after worship
Dates & Topics vary
See bulletin for announcements!

Wednesdays Online Bible Study
10am & 7pm with
Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson
(Zoom) Meeting ID: 890 4113 7566
Passcode: BIBLE


mailto:brett@tosapres.com

Announcements

Join us for Watermelon after worship!

2025

1.

NEWCOMER ROUNDTABLE - August 17
and August 24

Rev. Brett will be hosting a newcomer
roundtable after the worship service
today and next Sunday. Lunch will be
provided. If you are interested in joining
the roundtable, call the church office to
sign up!

Sth Aunual

oberfest

The Oktoberfest will be held at the
Virlee's home at 2733 Oakcrest Dr,
Waukesha , WI. If you'd like to rideshare,
please call the church office.

Please bring an appetizer to share. Cheers!

RSVP: Email todd.virlee@gmail.com.

Volunteer

WANTED: SUMMER MOWING
HEROES

Help keep our church lawn looking
good for the summer! There are just a
few spots left to fill! Sign up

here: https://shorturl.at/SzRs3

THANK YOU!

GARDENERS WANTED!

The Memorial Gardeners meet on
Mondays at 4pm throughout the
summer. Join us! No experience
necessary. Bring garden gloves and
hydration. Questions?

Call Sue Volkman at 414-531-0741.

B&G UPDATE: FLOODING

The historic rainfall last weekend
resulted in some flooding of the
Fellowship Hall level of the church.
We want to thank all of you who
quickly responded by removing the
water quickly and picking up wet
carpets and other damp items on
Sunday.

Dehumidifiers and fans are running
continuously to ensure the floors dry
as quickly as possible. The team has
also mopped the floors using
disinfectants.

They are doing everything they can
and will continue monitoring the
drying progress.



Prayer List

Do you have prayer requests?

During “Prayers of the People” in the worship service, feel free to voice
whatever prayer is on your mind and heart. You may also use the prayer box
in the back of the Sanctuary. As a community, we pray for those experiencing life's
transitions, residents of care facilities, those affected by illness, our students, support
groups, medical professionals, those struggling with addiction, those incarcerated,
the requests in our community prayer box, and the members and friends

Mnembers

Doris Cigliana
Jay Costello
Penny Cotton
Katherine Dummer
Norma Jean Fernhaber
Brian Hakes
Doug Hamsher
John Krugler
Paul Malmstrom
Sarilee Maney
Bill Nelson
The Pagels Family
Barb Racioppo
Marge Rankin
Marge Wangemann

of this congregation.
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Don Andress
(Deb & Tom Bergeson-

F&LM\Y\& Covwmg

Ava Paar Ellison
(Mike Paar’s grand niece)

John Good Graham’s friend)
(Jennifer Good's father) Gerlinde
Pauline & Jesse Kilhefner (Petra Kolo's friend)
(Susan Kilhefner's parents) Barb Blazek

Irene Marconnet
(llene Marconnet’s sister)
May Nicolaisen
(Fiona Nicolaisen’s mother)
Bill Reynolds
(brother-in-law of the Wehnes’s)
Colleen Powers

(Lucia Bravo-Bakemeyer's friend)
Cynthia Gebhardt & son Austin
(WPC Crib Room staff member)
Katie Kison
(Forward Scholars staff member)
Eric McCaffee
(friend of the Bakemeyers)

(Sue Volkman and Al Correa’s Margie
son’s fiancé) (Beth Pyritz’s friend)
Josephine & Henry Sbai Vanessa

(Jamie Grasso’s family)

Rich & Marilynn Walters
(Melissa Fularczyk's parents)

(Penny Cotton’s caregiver)

To add or remove someone from the list, please contact the church office.



FO RWA\RD SCHOLARS

Regular tutors provide W
1:1 tutoring for one |

hour twice a week
with the same student

Sept. through May. @
Be a substitute

All tutors receive tutor any day
training, guided that works for you!
lesson plans, and

on-site support at

every session. Tutor with confidence!

Each site coordinator
is a certified teacher.

ko [co |1

FORWARD C on Ground

SCHPLARS biiee I for more information, contact s WP
I admin@forwardscholars.org u

Volunteer with us!
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389 Come and Sing the Praise of the Lord

Hal’luhu b’zilz’le shama (Psalm 150)
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Come and  sing the praise of the  Lord: sing
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all that has breath, sing the praise of God.
t" - ha - lel yah, ha - I" - Iu - yah.



This Is My
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1 This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis- tening ears  all

2 This is my Fa-ther’s world. O, let me ne’er for - get that
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For the Fruit of All Creation 36
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks Dbe to God.

2 In the just re-ward of la-bor, God's will be done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir -it, thanks be to God.
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For  the gifts to ev - ery na-tion, thanks be to God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will  be done.
For  the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow - ing, sow-ing, reap -ing, si - lent growth while we are
In our world-wide task of «car - ing for the hun - gry and de-

For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-
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sleep-ing, fu-ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.

spair-ing, in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will be done.
found us, most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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Seek Ye First
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1 Seek ye first the king - dom of God
2 Ask, and it shall be giv-en wun-to vyou;
3 You shall not live by bread a - lone,
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1

Busca primero el reino de Dios
y su perfecta justicia,

que lo demds lo afiadird el Sefior.
Alelu, aleluya.
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and all these things shall be add-ed wun - to you.
knock, and the door  shall be o-pened un - to  you.
that pro - ceeds from the mouth of God.
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O for a World 3/2
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O for a world where ev -ery - one re-spects each oth-er’s ways,
O for a world where goods are shared and mis - er - y re-lieved,
We wel-come one world fam -i - ly and strug-gle with each choice

The poor are rich; the weak are strong; the fool - ish ones are wise.
O for a world pre - par-ing for God’s glo-rious reign of peace,
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where love is lived and all is done with jus-tice and with praise.

where truth is spo - ken, chil-dren spared,e - qual -i - ty a-chieved.
that o-pens us to u-ni - ty and gives our vi-sion voice.
Tell all who mourn: out-casts be - long, who per-ish-es will rise.

where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.
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269

Lead On, O King Eternal!
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nall The day of march has come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents shall be our home.
and  ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher-e’er your face ap - pears;
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong,
for not with swords” loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums;
your cross is  lift - ed oO'er us; we jour-ney in its light.
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now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat-tle song.

with deeds of love and mer - cy the heaven-ly king-dom comes.

The crown a - waits the con - quest;lead on, O God of might!
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WAUWATOSA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2366 N 80th St. Wauwatosa, WI 53213
www.tosapres.com | tosapres@tosapres.com | 414-774-5005

We are a community through Christ and in Christ
reaching out to the greater Milwaukee community and God’s world.

We open our doors to all persons
to join in worship, fellowship, educational programs, service, and justice.

We welcome into membership all who profess faith in Jesus Christ,
without regard to race, ethnicity, ability, gender identity,
sexual orientation, or any worldly condition.

We elect and ordain persons who are called by God
and committed to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church.

Staff
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Brett Swanson (ext. 102, brett@tosapres.com)
Visitation Associate: Rev. Dr. Debbie Pagels (debbie@tosapres.com)
Office Manager: Cindy Thomas (ext. 101, officemgr@tosapres.com)
Office Assistant: Micha Gibbons (ext. 100, tosapres@tosapres.com)
Director of Music: Nicole McCarty (nicole@tosapres.com)
Organist: Jayne Latva (Jayne@tosapres.com)
AV Lead Technician: Jim Halverson (jim@tosapres.com)
Custodian: Gary Hodel (ext. 105, gary@tosapres.com)
Crib Room Staff: Cynthia Gebhardt & Amanda Miller
Curiosity Corner PreSchool (ccnstosa.com): Jane Pfaff (ext. 108)

( ccnstosa2366@gmail.com)

Session
Adult Enrichment: Barbara Racioppo
Building & Grounds: Steve Trower & Mike Harvey Mission: Kristen Crump

Christian Education: Mary Pluta Nominating: Kevin Sjostrom
Fellowship: Sharon Polakowski Personnel: Don Weinberg
Finance: Brian Hakes & Vince Racioppo Stewardship: Denise Fried
Memorial: Jennifer Good Worship: Heidi Hudson-Mairet
Clerk of Session: Stephen Hudson-Mairet Treasurer: Scott Bentley
Deacons

Kim Christianson, Anne Coulling, Barb Guyer, Joyce Hakes, Colman Hanlon (Youth),

Jen Knapp (Moderator), Bob Krick, Andrew-tuke; Olivia Luke, Anthony Madison,

Diaﬂe I\/:Elrose, Marc Raygoza, Kristen Shaw, Anne Trower, Mark VanderKinter, Sue Westby,
Beth Wilkinson

Sign Language Interpreter Listening System Accessible
Congregation (1st Sunday of each month) Available



