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How to Use This Curriculum 

 
Welcome to the Old Testament Fluency in 12 Weeks complete curriculum for Bible 

Fluency teachers and leaders!  Here’s how to use it: 

 

 Scroll down through this document to whichever week you are leading.  There 

are 11 weeks of actual class time; the 12
th
 week is a final exam (for whoever 

wants to take it). 

 

 For example, scroll down to Week One.  The first thing you will find is a list of 

materials that you as the leader need to bring with you to the first week (under 

“Bring”).  Those materials are all ready to be printed at biblefluency.com.  

Click on the tab “Classes and Videos,” then on the tab “Handouts” and scroll 

down to whichever week you are leading for all the handouts you will need for 

that particular week.  (Materials for Old Testament classes are first, followed by 

materials for New Testament classes.)  Print and copy as many copies as you 

need for each person in the class. 

 

 Now look at the “Class Layout.”  This will explain the sequence of events for 

the one hour class you will be together.  Feel free to change anything if you feel 

better with a different sequence, or even if you want to change the learning 

activities.  Follow the “Class Layout” for the rest of the class. 

 

 After each day’s class layout, you will find a section entitled “Instructional 

Section for Week X.”  If you are planning on showing the teaching videos, you 

can ignore this section.  If you would like to teach the instructional sections 

yourself, these are notes that will help you prepare.  Feel free to use freely 

anything there and change anything that you want to change.  Each talk is 

intended to be about 20 minutes long.  If you do not want to teach it yourself, 

simply find a way to display the teaching video for that day. 

 

 There is a final exam for anyone wanting to be held accountable.  Scroll down 

to Week 12 for information on how to access that Final Exam. 

 

 Please remember that high quality printed materials are for sale at 

weaverbookcompany.com.  Many of your students will prefer physical 

resources (flashcards, music CD, teaching videos with instructional guide, and 

workbook) to the online resources. 



List of Weekly Lessons: 
 

1. Who is God and what in the world is he doing?  (Genesis) 

2. How do we get out of the mess we’re in?  (Exodus and Leviticus) 

3. How should we respond to God’s covenantal love?  (Numbers and 

Deuteronomy)  

4. Whom will we serve?  (Joshua, Judges, Ruth) 

5. Who is the real King?  (Samuel and Kings)  

6. Has God given up on us?  (Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther) 

7. Are any of you suffering?  Are any of you cheerful?  (Job and Psalms) 

8. What is true wisdom?  (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs) 

9. Why read the prophets?  (Isaiah and Jeremiah) 

10. Can God be trusted?  (Ezekiel and Daniel) 

11. Do we dare to hope?  (Minor Prophets) 

12. Old Testament Fluency Exam 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 1 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the Pentateuch 

song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheet [pass around for people to sign in; in later classes you will 

leave it by the door with pen for people to sign in as they come in] 

 Quiz Templates [save at front to hand out; in later classes you will leave 

them by the door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 1 OT Student Notes [save at front to hand out early in the session] 

 Week 1 OT Syllabus [save at front to hand out] 

 Week 1 OT Pentateuch Lyrics (small version) [save at front to hand out] 

 Week 1 OT Matching Activity Pentateuch [save at front to hand out toward 

the end of class] 

 Week 1 OT Matching Activity Pentateuch (answer key) [for 

reference…don’t hand out] 

 Computer (with data projector if available) to show how to access materials 

from website 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Welcome.  Distribute Week 1 OT Student Notes, including layout of day 

and notes for lesson.  Get a couple people to help you hand out papers on 

this first day. 

 

 Introduction of teacher [teacher, tell your life story briefly so your students 

can get to know you a bit] 

 

 Pre-quiz (over entire Old Testament). 

o Hand out the Week 1 OT Fluency Quiz Template 

o Read:  “I want to pre-quiz you to help you see how much you are 

going to learn.  I don’t want this to discourage you, just to help you 

see how much you will learn in this class.  Most of our quizzes will be 

taken orally.  This is an example.  I will read each question two times 

only.  I will not go over the questions again at the end of the quiz.  

Write the Old Testament book in which the following event, person, 

or theme occurs.  You don’t have to write your name on the quiz 



unless you want to.  If you don’t know very many answers, don’t be 

discouraged.  That’s why we’re having this class…to help you.  But I 

need to know what you do know before we start.”  [Note to teacher:  

These are questions from the whole Old Testament.] 

 

1. The walls of Jericho fall down in a heap.  [Joshua] 

2. A short prophecy about the coming judgment against Edom. 

[Obadiah] 

3. Samson is blinded by the Philistines. [Judges] 

4. The people built a tabernacle. [Exodus] 

5. The promise of the coming of “Immanuel” [Isaiah] 

6. Elijah and Elisha [1 & 2 Kings] 

7. A lengthy cycle of unhelpful speeches by three “friends.” [Job] 

8. The early parts of this book develop themes, but a majority of this 

book is simply a collection of short, wise sayings [Proverbs] 

9. The stories of the first two kings of Israel [1 & 2 Samuel] 

10. “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…” 

[Deuteronomy] 

 

 Grade the quiz immediately after finishing it.  Just read through the questions 

again and then give the answer.  Everyone should grade their own quiz.  Have 

them turn them in when finished. 

 

 Hand out the Syllabus and go through it.  The syllabus will include how to 

access everything—also permissions for using the songs and the need to get 

80% on the final test to get a certificate at the end.  Show them how to access 

the material from the website on the computer if you have access to a computer 

and data projector for this class. 

 

 Hand out the Attendance Sheet.  Explain that everyone should put their name 

down, but that the second and third columns are voluntary—they’re only for 

people who want some kind of accountability.  [Some people will want 

accountability and some won’t.] 

 

 Explain the class layout.  Here is a typical meeting: 

 

o Start with a song. 

o Do some sort of warm-up before the quiz. 

o Quiz. 

o Self-grade the quiz. 



o Questions and answers on our workbook. 

o An instructional time about a key theme in the books we’re studying.  

[Either live or with video…you the leader will decide.] 

o Follow-up activity. 

 

 Hand out the Week 1 OT Pentateuch Lyrics. 

 

 Listen to the Pentateuch song.   

 

 Instructional Section for Week 1:  Who is God and what in the world is he 

doing? (Genesis)  [Either teach it yourself using the outline below or show the 

video sessions taught by Ken Berding.] 

 

 Week 1 OT Pentateuch Matching Activity.  “Look at the Pentateuch song and 

match as quickly as you can the correct idea with the book or books in which it 

is found.  There are 25.  Let’s see who can get them all first.” 

 

 ASK:  Do you have any questions about anything we’ve said or done today? 

 

 SAY:  Before you leave, please find a few people you don’t know in the room 

and introduce yourself.



Instructional Section for Week 1 

Who is God and what in the world is he doing? 

Genesis 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  [Tell a story about a child who did something in which he or she acted 

grown-up, but didn’t realize how little he or she really understood.  The point is to 

communicate the gap between God and us by showing the understanding gap 

between a child’s understanding and the understanding of adults.] 

 

The Bible is about God.  It isn’t about us; it’s about him. 

 

We know about God because he has told us about himself.  And we only know 

about God and his plans to the degree he has chosen to communicate about himself 

and his plans, just as there are so many things that children don’t understand! 

 

So, what do we learn about God from the book of Genesis?  What has God 

taught us about himself through the stories found in the book of Genesis? 

 We learn that God is the Creator of everything. 

o Genesis 1:1—the first verse of the Bible—starts with “In the 

beginning God.” 

o It is written to say that all the gods of the surrounding nations are not 

gods! 

 We learn that God is holy and that he has the right to punish sin. 

o God cast them outside the garden when they fell into sin. 



o Years of increasing sin took place in the world and then God sent a 

flood.  Again, he showed that he is holy, sinless, and that he has the 

right to punish sin. 

 But we also learn that God had a plan of redemption—a way to redeem the 

people of the world who were held in captivity to sin. 

o He did it through a family.   

o First, he called Abraham out of the pagan city of Ur in Mesopotamia, 

then again out of the city of Haran in modern-day Turkey. 

o He gave him a promise.  He promised to make him into a great 

nation, give him the land of Palestine, and to bless the world through 

his descendants. 

o He gave the same promise to Abraham’s son Isaac. 

o He gave the same promise to Isaac’s son Jacob. 

o And the promise passed to Jacob’s twelve sons. 

 

 We learn that God is sovereign.  Nothing takes him by surprise.  Quite to the 

contrary, there is nothing random—despite what it looks like to us; he orders 

all that will take place. 

o Joseph was sold by his jealous brothers to a caravan of Ishmaelites on 

their way to Egypt and was a slave in Egypt. 

o He was falsely accused by the wife of his master and thrown into 

prison. 

o He was forgotten in prison. 

o Then God raised him to a position of prominence in Egypt. 

o He reprieved his brothers even though he was in a position to put 

them all to death. 

o He was able to save his family and all of the people of Egypt. 

o God knew what he was doing.  He is sovereign over the affairs of the 

world. 

 

 We begin to see that God didn’t only care about the descendents of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; he also cared about the other nations of the 

world. 

o We end the book of Genesis in Egypt because God saved the 

Egyptians through Joseph. 

o And also because we are told that God was being patient toward the 

Canaanites and Amorites who lived in the promised land even 

though they served idols and were involved in many brutal and 

immoral activities (Read Gen 15:13-16). 

 



In other words, what do we learn about God in the book of Genesis?  We see that: 

 

God is the creator of everything 

God is holy 

God is the redeemer and has a plan of redemption 

God is sovereign 

God has a plan both for the descendants of Abraham and for the whole world 

 

My question for you today is this.  Is your view of God too small? 

 

A.W. Tozer once wrote:  “What comes into our minds when we think about God is 

the most important thing about us.”
1
 

 

Tozer goes on to say that we have minimized God—we have made God too small.  

And we will never have the red-hot passionate love for God that we need to change 

the world unless our view of God changes—unless it expands. 

 

I am very concerned about what I see with people in the 21
st
 century church.  

They come with views of God that are too low—that are not worthy of God. 

 

Is perhaps your view of “God” too small? 

 

Our conceptions of God are often way too limited.  What are some of our wrong 

conceptions of God? 

 

[Note to speaker:  It would be good to find some examples of people you have 

known who fall into some of the categories below.  You don’t need an example for 

each category, but some examples will help you connect with your listeners.  You 

shouldn’t mention them by name; just say, “I once knew someone who…”] 

 

1. The God of my problems:  I don’t have a whole lot of use for him at other 

times, just when I have problems. 

 

2. The Policeman:  He’s the God who doesn’t care about anything but 

straightening me out.  I feel somehow that he’s out to get me. 

 

3. The God who is in control of the whole universe but is limited in his 

personal interest in me. 

                                                 
1
 A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy (New York: Harper & Row, 1961), 7. 



 

He spun the world into existence.  He got the top spinning—we think—

and then just lets it go on its own.   

 

4. The Santa Claus God.  We give him our wish list. 

 

5. The God of the feel-good worship 

 

6. The theological God.   

 

I’ve certainly been in plenty of settings where God is described but not 

really known—nor is knowing him truly valuable. 

 

7. The perfectionist God.  He expects perfection (since he is perfect) but I 

have to live up to it. 

 

You feel like you’re trying to please a parent or a teacher who is never 

satisfied. 

 

8. The “sweet” God 

 

We domesticate Jesus, and our view of God is certain to be minimized. 

 

 

Three ways that thinking about the greatness of God helps in your spiritual life: 

 

1. It helps humility to grow and works against pride. 

 

2. It causes you to care about the great things God is doing; and works against 

selfishness. 

 

3. It gives perspective when you’re suffering; you know that suffering is not 

meaningless.  It protects from discouragement. 

 

Is your vision of God too small?  Have you thought about the implications of God 

as creator…as holy and the judge of sin…of sovereign…and yet as the gracious 

redeemer of the nation of Israel and indeed of the whole world? 

 



[Note to speaker:  This is a good moment to tell about a time when you 

yourself came to understand how important it was to have a large vision of 

God.  How did you come to that point?  Draw it out….] 

 

Illustration:  [Tell a story about going up a tramway or to the top of a 

mountain or in an airplane where the further up you go, the more your vision 

expands.] 

 

The further up you go, the more your vision expands.  We need to open 

up our understanding and heart to the glory of God as revealed in his Word.  

The more time we spend in the Bible, the greater we will come to know the 

glory of God. 

 

One of the best ways to come to know God in all his fullness is to spend 

time in the Old Testament.  As we move through the Old Testament 

toward the New Testament, our understanding of God will increase even 

more.  We will see God—the incomprehensible God—unfold his plan of 

redemption.  We will gradually come to see glimpses that God is a Trinity—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  And when we come to the New Testament we 

will most clearly come to know God through the incarnation of his Son, 

Jesus Christ, through his death, and through the resurrection from the dead. 

 

So here at the beginning of your course in Old Testament Fluency, I’d like to lead 

you in a prayer that follows main themes in Genesis.  If you resonate and agree 

with the lines of this prayer, please pray it aloud after me. 

 

[Note to teacher:  Read one line and wait for them to pray it after you.  Do this line 

by line.] 

 

Lord, you are the creator 

You made everything in the world 

There is nothing you did not create 

Even those who claim to be gods are not 

You are the only true God 

We confess that we are sinners 

We have abandoned the garden and eaten the fruit 

You have every right to act as judge toward us 

You are holy and will not tolerate sin 

Thank you that you are sovereign 

Thank you that nothing takes you by surprise 



As you took care of Joseph  

When he couldn’t see what you were doing 

Let us rest and trust in your sovereign care 

Thank you for providing a way of redemption 

Thank you for blessing the entire world through Abraham. 

Thank you that we get to share in this blessing. 

God, we magnify you in our thoughts and in our hearts 

Grace us with an understanding of your glory. 

 

In the Name of Jesus your Son, 

 

Amen 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 2 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the Pentateuch 

song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheet [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Week 2 OT Quiz.  (don’t use normal quiz template; this one is different 

since it is only about Genesis) [keep at the front of the classroom and hand 

out when ready to give the quiz] 

 Week 2 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 2 OT Writing Activity [keep at the front of the classroom and hand 

out toward end of class] 

 A few extra copies of the Syllabus from Week 1 for late-comers 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Pentateuch song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow 

people to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics 

if they need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can 

work as well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis [On this day only hand out the questions and let them do 

the quiz silently—don’t do it orally.  This is the only day they will do the 

quiz silently.] 

 

Answer the following questions with “yes” or “no”  [It’s all printed on the 

handout—these are just here for your reference.] 

1. Is the story of Joseph in Genesis? [yes] 

2. Is the crossing of the Red Sea in Genesis? [no] 

3. Does the flood during the time of Noah happen in Genesis? [yes] 

4. Does Abraham believe God’s promise in Genesis? [yes] 

5. Is the story of King David in Genesis? [no] 

6. Are the Ten Commandments given in Genesis? [no] 



7. Do they cross the Jordan River in Genesis? [no] 

8. At the end of this book, are the people in Egypt? [yes] 

9. Was Ruth during the time of Genesis? [no] 

10. Does God create the world in Genesis? [yes] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the book of Genesis.  “Let’s 

spend a few minutes discussing any questions you have about the book of 

Genesis that came up while you were doing your homework.  Is there 

anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 2:  How do we get out of the mess we’re in? 

(Exodus and Leviticus)  [Either teach it yourself using the outline below or 

show the video sessions.] 

 

 Week 2 OT Writing Activity 

 

Instructions:  Write a paragraph about the book of Genesis out of your head.  

(If you have to peek, you can.)  This is to be a summary of the book of 

Genesis.  Suppose that you are writing an introduction to the Bible for 

someone who has never read the Bible before.  Explain what the book of 

Genesis is about.  Use regular words that people who aren’t Christians can 

understand, and try not to use the words of the songs themselves, unless you 

are writing down someone’s name.  You’ll have 5-10 minutes to finish this. 

 

 Follow-up:  “Is there someone who would be willing to read what you wrote 

about Genesis?” 

 

 [If you have extra time, you might want to do some open quizzing.  Just ask 

everyone in the room at the same time and let them answer as they are able.] 

SAY:  “Let’s just do some open quizzing right now.  Just answer aloud if 

you know the answer.  Some of the questions will come out of Exodus and 

Leviticus, too, since we’ve just talked about those books in the instructional 

section of the class.” 

Here are some possible questions: 

o Where is the story of Joseph? [Genesis] 



o Where do they cross the Red Sea? [Exodus] 

o Where does the great Fall into sin take place? [Genesis] 

o Where are the instructions for the Day of Atonement? [Leviticus] 

o Where is Noah? [Genesis] 

o Where is Isaac? [Genesis] 

o Where do they complain about food and end up with manna? 

[Exodus] 

o Where are the 10 plagues in Egypt? [Exodus] 

o Where is the Great Flood? [Genesis] 

o Where do they make a golden calf? [Exodus] 

o Where do you find lots of laws about which foods are clean and which 

are unclean? [Leviticus] 

o Where is Abraham? [Genesis] 

 



Instructional Section for Week 2 

How do we get out of the mess we’re in? 

Exodus and Leviticus 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  [Tell a story about yourself or someone you know who got lost and 

couldn’t find his or her way.] 

 

Exodus and Leviticus help us to answer the question:  How do we get out of 

the mess we’re in? (This is the theme).  We’re lost and we often don’t even 

realize how lost we are.   

 

The mess we’re talking about is that we are sinful and God is holy.  We 

desperately want a right relationship with God; he created us with this purpose and 

put this longing within us (even if we try to ignore it). 

 

Story:  [Walk them through the story of Exodus up to the golden calf incident.  

Move quickly and stay engaged…]    

[The main idea is that despite what God had done for them, they still made an idol 

in the wilderness.] 

 The book of Exodus starts in Egypt.  

 A pharaoh arises who knows nothing about Joseph. He enslaves the 

Hebrew people and mercilessly works them. 

 Then he tries to wipe them out by having all the male babies killed. 

 God raises up Moses, who after 40 years on the back side of the desert, 

comes back as a deliverer for his people. 



 God delivers his people through ten plagues. 

 Then he leads them across the Red Sea, takes them to Mt. Sinai, and writes 

the Ten Commandments on two stone tablets and delivers the rest of the 

law to Moses. 

 But the people rebel by setting up a golden calf.  And this highlights the 

mess we’re in more than anything else. 

 

Where does the problem of sin show up in Exodus and Leviticus?  Here are three 

examples: 

 

 Independence from God and failure to trust in God:  Manna (Exodus 

16).  Though God had delivered them from Egypt with a great show of his 

power, they didn’t trust in God to take care of them and started grumbling 

against God.  God gave them manna as an act of his grace.  (Manna is 

described in Exodus 16:31 as tasting like wafers with honey.)  God told 

them to collect the manna every morning, but not on the Sabbath.  Even so 

some people went out to collect on the Sabbath day anyway. 

 

 Tendency toward idolatry:  Golden calf incident (Exodus 32).  This is 

one of the most common themes in the Old Testament, the tendency to 

gravitate toward idolatry.  When Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the 

Ten Commandments from God, the people thought that Moses had 

abandoned them and so convinced Aaron to make a golden calf for them.  

Because of God’s holiness, he was about to destroy them before Moses 

prayed on their behalf. 

 

 Not treating God as holy:  Laws for how to present the offerings (burnt, 

grain, peace, guilt, and sin offerings—Leviticus 1-7).  Then in Leviticus 

10, two of the sons of Aaron, the high priest, brought fire that is described as 

“strange fire” (probably from false gods) and tried to present it to God on the 

altar and they were struck dead.  They didn’t treat God as holy by doing 

what God had commanded about this. 

 

So how do we get out of the mess we’re in? 

 

On a surface reading what looks like the right answer in Exodus and Leviticus 

turns out to not ultimately be the right answer. 

 



The wrong answer:  Just keep the rules.  (Did the people of Israel need to keep 

the law that God had given to them?  Yes.  It was a way to keep them from greater 

sin, to show them their sin, and to show them the need of redemption.)  The 

reason it is the wrong answer is that they would always fall short.  This doesn’t 

mean that the law that God gave wasn’t good—it was and is!—it just means that 

keeping the law is not the way out of the mess we’re in. 

 

Illustration —adjust as needed:  [If you’re going to walk back to the campground 

on your own as a child, it is better to stay on the road than to try to walk through 

the forest.  Similarly, the Law God gave his people was a road—a good road—that 

God put in place that he expected his people to stay on and not to wander off of. ] 

 

The road that would never get them to where they were supposed to go included: 

 The Ten Commandments 

 The food laws like avoiding pork 

 Keeping the Sabbath, feasts, and festivals. 

 Promises if they would keep them; warnings if they wouldn’t 

 

In Galatians 3, the apostle Paul tells us that the law that God gave was like a 

nanny that would keep us in line until the coming of Christ.  The people needed to 

keep these commandments so they wouldn’t get lost in the forest.  But it 

wouldn’t get them to where they were trying to go.  But Galatians 3 also tells us 

that it functioned as a curse, since there was no way that anyone could possibly 

keep all of the commandments.  So our inability to keep the Law points out how 

much we need God himself to save us. 

 

So, how do we get out of the mess we’re in because we’re sinners?  

 

There is something much deeper and much more profound going on in Exodus 

and Leviticus that points toward what God is finally going to do in Jesus Christ. 

God is putting out two sign-posts that tell us how he is finally going to deliver us 

in Jesus Christ.  And this is the right answer to the question of how to get out of 

this mess. 

 

Here are the Two sign-posts: 

 

The right answer to the question of how to get out of the mess we’re in is that we 

need redemption and we need atonement. 

 

1. Redemption.   



 

Definition:  Being purchased out of a state of bondage. 

 

Illustration:  The basic meaning, which we see in the book of Leviticus is the 

picture of how a slave gets released from slavery. 

 

Illustration:  But the most important redemption in Exodus is God 

purchasing the entire nation of Israel out of their slavery in Egypt. 

 

Exodus 6:6  "Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I 

will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will 

deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an 

outstretched arm and with great judgments.”
2
 

 

Ultimately this is pointing toward Jesus Christ, who through his death on 

the cross redeemed us out of our slavery. 

 

Galatians 3:13 tells us that it was Christ who redeemed us from the curse 

of the law (that is, the curse of not being able to keep the whole law).  He 

did it by dying on the cross and taking our sins.  And that leads us to the 

second word:  atonement. 

 

2. Atonement. 

 

Definition:  Taking the punishment that we deserved. 

 

Leviticus 23:27-28 "On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the 

day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you, and you shall 

humble your souls and present an offering by fire to the LORD.  You shall 

not do any work on this same day, for it is a day of atonement, to make 

atonement on your behalf before the LORD your God.” 

 

The Day of Atonement is described in detail in Leviticus 16.  Once a 

year the high priest was to enter the most holy place of the tabernacle on 

behalf of the people and offer a sacrifice there.  The picture is that the death 

that should have been on the people because of their sin is transferred onto 

the lamb that is being sacrificed.   

 

                                                 
2
 Cf. Deut 15:15; 24:18. 



But the book of Hebrews in the New Testament tells us that this sacrifice is 

only a shadow of what is coming. 

 

Hebrews 10:1-4  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things 

to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices 

which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw 

near.  
2
 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the 

worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had 

consciousness of sins?  
3
 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins 

year by year.  
4
 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 

away sins. 

 

ALSO: 

 

Hebrews 10:11-14  
11

 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering 

time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  
12

 but 

He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE 

RIGHT HAND OF GOD,  
13

 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS 

ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET.  
14

 For by one 

offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 

 

Illustration:  And one of the key illustrations of atonement in this section is 

in the book of Exodus.  The tenth plague in Egypt was the death of the 

firstborn sons of everyone in Egypt.  But God told the Israelites to kill a 

lamb and spread the blood of that lamb over the doorpost of their house.  

Then death would pass by their house. 

 

Application:  I wonder if you are a person who thinks that the way to be in a right 

relationship with God is by simply trying to keep the commandments and do what 

he wants you to do.  The message of Exodus and Leviticus is that you cannot 

succeed.   

 

Illustration—adjust as needed:  Just as I could never have made it back to 

the campground on my own, you cannot reach God’s perfect standard by 

just trying to keep his commandments.   

 

Illustration—adjust as needed:  But it’s much harder than that.  It is like 

someone saying that he is such a strong swimmer that he is going to swim 

from California to Hawaii.  It doesn’t matter how strong a swimmer you 



are; the message of the Bible is that you cannot do it on your own.  You will 

certainly drown. 

 

Instead, Jesus went to the cross and he died in your place so that death would pass 

you by and you could live eternally with him.  Jesus became the perfect sacrifice—

dying in our place—so that sacrifices wouldn’t have to be offered year after year.  

He redeemed us out of our bondage to sin—something we could never do 

ourselves. 

 

In a Bible Fluency class, I would expect that there are some people who have never 

received God’s redemption and atonement.  You are people who took the class 

because you know that the Bible is important and you want to understand it.  But 

perhaps God will use this class in your life to clarify how much you need the 

sacrifice of Jesus for you and how much you need him to redeem you out of your 

slavery to sin.  If you want to know about this, please come and talk with me 

afterward so I can help you understand how this can be true in your life as well. 

 

Would you pray this prayer after me so we can reflect upon what we’ve discussed 

today? 

 

God of all power and glory 

Thank you for redeeming your people from Egypt 

Thank you for taking your people across the Red Sea 

Thank you for providing manna from heaven 

Thank you for providing for all of our needs 

We praise you that you have provided atonement 

Full and final atonement in Jesus Christ 

We confess that we haven’t treated you as holy 

We confess our tendency toward idolatry 

The golden calves we erect in our lives 

Wash us clean by your sacrificial blood 

And let us come to know Jesus as we never have before. 

 

In the name of Jesus our redemption, 

In the name of Jesus our final sacrifice. 

Amen. 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 3 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the Pentateuch 

song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheet [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 3 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Jeopardy set up (either with computer—download from website—or draw 

on a white board) 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Pentateuch song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow 

people to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics 

if they need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can 

work as well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Leviticus.  Quizzed orally, giving questions twice—no 

repeats.  “Draw a line under Leviticus on your quiz template.  Your options 

are Genesis, Exodus, or Leviticus.” 

 

1. Instructions for how to offer the sin offering.  [Leviticus] 

2. God gave them manna in the desert.  [Exodus] 

3. Noah [Genesis] 

4. The ten commandments [Exodus] 

5. Instructions about which foods are clean and which are not [Leviticus] 

6. The Day of Atonement [Leviticus] 

7. Joseph was sold by his brothers [Genesis] 

8. A key theme is “redemption out of bondage” [Exodus] 

9. They constructed a tabernacle [Exodus] 

10. God created the world [Genesis] 

 



 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Exodus and 

Leviticus.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you have 

about the books of Exodus and Leviticus that came up while you were doing 

your homework.  Is there anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 3:  How should we respond to God’s 

covenantal love? (Numbers and Deuteronomy) [Either teach it yourself 

using the outline below or show the video sessions.] 

 

 Play Jeopardy:  Use computer with data projector or hand-write a chart on a 

white board. 

 

If you are handwriting the game on a board, this is what it should look like: 

 

Places People Perspectives Predicaments 

100 100 100 100 

200 200 200 200 

300 300 300 300 

400 400 400 400 

500 500 500 500 

 

 

Instructions for Jeopardy:   

o I will count you off into [four] groups.  [Note:  Just count people off 

“1” “2” “3” “4”, or however many groups you decide to have.  You 

can do this with as few as two groups or as many as you want.  

Perhaps have four, five, or six people in the group.  After you have 

counted them off, have them move to sit with the other people who 

received the same group number.] 

o Please choose one person from your group who doesn’t mind doing 

addition and subtraction to keep track of the score for your group. 

o Each of you will have a turn.  When you are the next person in your 

group, please stand up. 

o You must take your turn when it comes. 



o I will allow the team that won the previous round to choose the next 

category and point amount. 

o I will read the question/display it on the screen.  As soon as you know 

the answer, clap.  [If I’m reading it, I will stop reading and you can 

answer the question.  If I’m displaying it on the screen, you will 

already be able to see it all.]  If you are correct in your answer, you 

will receive the number of points available.  If you are incorrect, you 

will lose that same number of points.   

o You have five seconds to answer after you have clapped. 

o Your team members can help you. 

o As soon as you have said your answer, if it is incorrect, you will lose 

the point value. 

o Also, as soon as you have said your answer, if it is incorrect, another 

person standing from another team can clap and answer correctly and 

gain the points. 

o The correct answer will always be a book of the Bible. 

o While we play the game, test yourself to see if you know the answer 

to the question we are asking. 

 

Jeopardy Questions for Week 3:  Genesis-Deuteronomy  [Note:  The 

questions for Numbers and Deuteronomy on this day only come out of 

things mentioned in the day’s lesson that is looking ahead.] 

 

(Places for 100) The people have to wander in the wilderness for 40 years 

[Numbers] 

 

(Places for 200) Lots of grumbling in the desert [Numbers] 

 

(Places for 300)  God brings his people out of Egypt [Exodus] 

 

(Places for 400) They crossed the Red Sea [Exodus] 

 

(Places for 500)  The priest would offer a sacrifice in the tabernacle on the 

Day of Atonement [Leviticus] 

 

(People for 100)  Jacob [Genesis] 

 

(People for 200)  Abraham   [Genesis] 

 

(People for 300) Noah   [Genesis] 



 

(People for 400)  The spies bring a bad report back from scouting out the 

Promised Land  [Numbers] 

 

(People for 500)  Moses gives a series of messages at the end of his life 

[Deuteronomy] 

 

(Perspectives for 100)  “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart.” [Deuteronomy] 

 

(Perspectives for 200)  “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and 

shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way 

and when you lie down and when you rise up.” [Deuteronomy] 

 

(Perspectives for 300)  “These are the generations.” [Genesis] 

 

(Perspectives for 400)  This book has as one of its main themes redemption 

out of bondage [Exodus] 

 

(Perspectives for 500)  This book has as one of its main themes the theme of 

purity [Leviticus] 

 

(Predicaments for 100)  Someone gets sold into Egypt by his brothers.   

[Genesis] 

 

(Predicaments for 200)  They don’t have anything to eat in the desert, so 

God sends them Manna from heaven.  [Exodus] 

 

(Predicaments for 300)  They need a way to deal with their sin, so God 

teaches them what to offer for the sin offering [Leviticus] 

 

(Predicaments for 400)  They made an idol in the form of a golden calf 

[Exodus] 

 

(Predicaments for 500)  They needed a place for God’s glory to be 

manifested, so God instructed them to build a tabernacle [Exodus] 

 

 

 At the end, SAY:  “This is the time in the course when you are probably 

starting to realize that it’s going to take some work to do this.  Let me 



encourage you with the incredible benefit this will be to you!  This coming 

week would be a good week to pull it all together—even put some extra time 

into it and learn the Pentateuch really well.  For most people it takes about 

two to three hours a week to get the learning plus worksheets done.  Keep 

going!  You can do this!  (Encourage them….) 



Instructional Section for Week 3 

How should we respond to God’s covenantal love? 

Numbers and Deuteronomy 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  [Tell about someone you know who has stayed faithful to their wedding 

vows.  It could be someone who has simply been married for a really long time, or 

it could be someone who has stayed committed to their vows through some sort of 

adversity.]   

 

God’s covenantal love is one of the key themes in the Old Testament.  There is a 

Hebrew word—the word HESED—that is translated a number of different ways in 

the Old Testament.  Sometimes it is translated as faithfulness, lovingkindness, 

grace, loyalty, and in certain contexts centering on God’s actions, as covenantal 

love.  It is God’s faithfulness to his commitment to carry out the love he has 

determined to set upon his people.  God has shown his covenantal love to us in his 

covenantal faithfulness.  My question for us today is:  how should we respond 

to God’s covenant faithfulness? 
 

One of the central ideas in the Old Testament is the idea of covenant.  You may 

not be as familiar with the word covenant as you are with the words “promise” or 

“vow.”  It is somewhat related to those ideas.  But let’s talk for a few minutes 

about what a covenant was during the times that the Old Testament was written. 

 

Background to ancient covenants:  A Covenant was a treaty, but not between two 

countries.  It was a formal agreement drawn up by a king to delineate the 

relationship between him and his subjects.  There are many such treaties found 



in the ancient near east during the 17th-14th century B.C.  (For example, among 

the Hittites of what is now Turkey).   

 

There are two major types of covenants:  1) Unconditional Grant Covenants, and 

2) Conditional Covenants.   

 A conditional covenant is an agreement whereby both parties have to do 

something. (Think of a bi-lateral treaty between two countries). 

 

Illustration: Marriage:  Each party makes a commitment. 

 

 An unconditional grant covenant is that which one party—the major 

player—agrees to give something to the minor party regardless of what the 

minor party does.  (Think of a unilateral treaty between two countries). 

 

Illustration:  Adoption:  The parents make the commitment to the child. 

 

There are four major Old Testament covenants.  There are some minor Old 

Testament covenants in the Bible (like the one made with Noah after the flood3 or 

the one made with Phinehas, a young priest in the book of Numbers), but for 

moving forward the storyline of the Bible, there are four major Old 

Testament covenants. 

 

Four specific Old Testament covenants help you to see what God is doing.  These 

are: 1)  The Covenant made with Abraham, 2)  The Covenant made during the 

time of Moses, 3)  The Covenant made with David, and 4)  The New Covenant, 

seen especially in the books of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

 

Let me walk quickly through these covenants. 

 

1. The Abrahamic Covenant 

 

CATEGORY:  Unconditional.  God has granted it. 

 

LOCATION:  Genesis 12, 13, 15 (central passage), 17, 18, 22.  This 

covenant is reaffirmed to Isaac and Jacob in Genesis 26, 28, 35. 

 

                                                 
3
 Note that I am not mentioning the Noahic Covenant which is a minor covenant compared to the others   

a. To protect Noah and the lives of the creatures in the Ark (Gen 6:18) 

b. To never destroy the world again through a universal flood (Gen 9:9-17) 

 



Illustration: Gen 15 God cuts the animals and walks through.  Abe 

asleep. 

 

MAIN ELEMENTS: 

 The Seed: A great nation with many descendants (Gen 12:2a; 13:16; 

15:5; 17:2-6; 22:17b).   

 The Land: Canaan will belong to them (Gen 12:7; 13:14-15; 15:7; 

17:8). 

 The Blessing: All the families of the earth will be blessed (Gen 12:2b-

3; 18:18b; 22:18).   

 

2. The Mosaic Covenant  

 

(Note that this is not a restatement of the earlier covenant made with Abraham 

Read Deut 5:3). 

 

CATEGORY:  Conditional upon obedience.  If they did not do what was 

stipulated, they would not receive the blessings of the covenant. 

 

LOCATION:  Exodus 19-24; All of Deuteronomy; and the many civil 

ceremonial and moral laws found throughout the Pentateuch.  (Example 

texts:  Exodus 19:5-8; 20:1-17; 21:12-13; 21:33-34; 23:6-8; 23:10-11; 

23:18-19; 24:7.) 

 

CHARACTER:  Specific commands were given to the nation of Israel:  

moral commands, civil commands, ceremonial commands.  Israel as a nation 

had to fulfill the agreement to be blessed by God.  And they agreed to do so 

(Exodus 19:8; 24:7). 

 

Throughout the history of the OT, when the majority of the nation feared 

God and obeyed his commandments, they were blessed, but when the nation 

as a whole did not obey, they were judged as a nation (but there is also the 

remnant of faith principle [Isa 6:13]). 

 

3. The Davidic Covenant 

 

CATEGORY:  Unconditional.  God has granted it (2 Sam 23:5; Ps 89:30-37). 

 

LOCATION:  2 Sam 7:8-16; note also 1 Chron 17:1-14 

 



MAIN ELEMENTS: 

 A Name:  David’s name will be great (2 Sam 7:9b)   

 A Place:  God’s people will be planted in a place (2 Sam 7:10a)   

 Rest:  From their enemies (2 Sam 7:10b-11a) 

 A House:  David’s lineage will be established (2 Sam 7:11b, 13a, 16a) 

 A Throne:  Rulership (2 Sam 7:12b, 13b, 16c)   

 A Kingdom:  Includes both authority to rule and a realm (2 Sam 

7:12b, 13b, 16b) 

 

4. The New Covenant 

 

CATEGORY:  Unconditional.  God has granted it. 

 

LOCATION:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 (and elsewhere in Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel) 

 

MAIN ELEMENTS: 

a. Forgiveness of sins 

b. A new heart and a new obedience. 

c. A new relationship to God 

d. Spiritual and material blessings (from other passages) 

 

So of the four main covenants God gave in the Old Testament, three are 

unconditional and one is conditional.   

ASK:  Which one is the one that is conditional?  [Yes, the Mosaic covenant.] 

 

Furthermore, the Mosaic covenant—since it is conditional—does not fully carry 

over into the New Testament.  This doesn’t mean that it is deficient in some 

way—no both Jesus and Paul make a point of saying that the law is good and still 

has important purposes.  Those purposes include showing us the character of 

God, revealing our sin, showing us our need for Jesus Christ, and pointing 

toward the coming of the Messiah.  So this means that we don’t simply read the 

laws off of the page and do them.  We have to carefully ask about what the New 

Testament teaches about the applicability of the stories and laws found in the 

Pentateuch to our lives. 

 

We need to understand that all of these covenants will receive their focus in 

Jesus Christ.  That’s where they’re headed.  But you’ll see that more as we move 

through this class toward the coming of Jesus the Messiah. 



 

So, my main question for you today is how should we respond to God’s 

covenantal love?  The wrong response is seen especially in Numbers and the 

right response is sprinkled throughout Deuteronomy. 

 

After a census at the beginning of the book and laws sprinkled throughout, the 

most important theme that shows up is grumbling, unbelief and disobedience.  

This shows up all over Numbers. 

 

The wrong response to God’s covenantal love centers on the most important 

story of the book of Numbers, found in Numbers 13 and 14. 

 

Lots of you like spy stories.  Numbers 13 and 14 is one of those stories, full of 

danger, intrigue, double-crossing, and a resolution.  [Look up as you talk.] 

 God tells Moses to send spies. 

 He sends in 12 spies, one from each of the tribes of Israel. 

 They sneak around, check out the land—it’s great!—but also check out 

the strength of their opposition. 

 They even come back carrying a branch of grapes from a vine that is so 

heavy that it takes two of the men to carry it on a pole between them! 

 But after telling the people how wonderful the land is, ten of the spies tell 

them that the cities are fortified and the people are powerful.  They 

discourage the people and say that they should not try to go in and 

conquer the land. 

 The people wept all night, then started to whine:  We should have died in 

the wilderness!  It would have been better to not leave Egypt in the first 

place! 

 Caleb and Joshua who were two of the spies said that the people should 

trust in God and go try to take the land. 

 The people said that they should be stoned. 

 At that moment, the glory of the Lord appeared at the front of the tent of 

meeting.  God is going to wipe them all out at that moment, but in 

response to Moses’ pleas, God does not.  But God does pronounce his 

judgment on that generation. 

 [Read aloud]  Numbers 14:28-35  Say to them, “As I live,” says the 

Lord, “just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you; 

your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, 

according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, 

who have grumbled against Me.  Surely you shall not come into the land 



in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and 

Joshua the son of Nun.  Your children, however, whom you said would 

become a prey—I will bring them in, and they will know the land which 

you have rejected.  But as for you, your corpses will fall in this 

wilderness.  Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years in the 

wilderness, and they will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your 

corpses lie in the wilderness.  According to the number of days which 

you spied out the land, forty days, for every day you shall bear your guilt 

a year, even forty years, and you will know My opposition.  I, the Lord, 

have spoken, surely this I will do to all this evil congregation who are 

gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be destroyed, 

and there they will die.” 

 

And that’s what happened.  They wandered around in circles.  Just like an old 

song by Moose Smith that said,  

“Go on and take another lap around Mt. Sinai  

Til you learn your lesson 

Till you stop your whining and you quit your rebellin' 

Till you learn to stand in your day of testin' 

By trustin' and obeyin' in the Lord.” 

 

That’s why in Hebrew the title of the book is “in the wilderness” an 

expression that occurs in the first verse of Numbers.  Numbers is their 

wanderings in the wilderness. 

 

So what does this story have to do with our response to God’s covenantal 

love?  The answer is found in other places in the Bible that look back on this event 

and use it as a warning, first to the people of Israel and then to us. 

 

The first reflection on this is found in the very next book—the book of 

Deuteronomy.  Whereas the book of Numbers is a mix of events that take place in 

the wilderness, Deuteronomy is a series of three sermons given by Moses at the 

end of his life that gets written down in the structure of one of those ancient 

treaties—or covenants—that I mentioned to you a few minutes ago.  That ancient 

treaty is the book of Deuteronomy.  Deuteronomy in Greek means “second law.”  

Deuteronomy is a restatement of the law in the ancient treaty format.  

 

In the first sermon in Deuteronomy—chapters 1-4, Moses gives a historical 

sketch of all that had happened in the wilderness during the forty years since they 

had left Egypt.  When he gets to the section of the rebellion after the spies 



report, he gives them warnings that apply to us.  What does Deuteronomy teach 

us about how not to respond to God’s covenantal love? 
 

SAY:  Deuteronomy 1:26-33 continues to show us the wrong response, but I’ll let 

you read it on your own later.” 

 

[Don’t Read—But this is included in the student notes.  Go straight to the blanks 

below].   

Deuteronomy 1:26-33   Yet you were not willing to go up, but rebelled against the 

command of the LORD your God; and you grumbled in your tents and said, 

“Because the LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver 

us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us.  Where can we go up? Our brethren 

have made our hearts melt, saying, ‘The people are bigger and taller than we; the 

cities are large and fortified to heaven. And besides, we saw the sons of the 

Anakim there.’”  Then I said to you, “Do not be shocked, nor fear them.  The Lord 

your God who goes before you will Himself fight on your behalf, just as He did for 

you in Egypt before your eyes, and in the wilderness where you saw how the Lord 

your God carried you, just as a man carries his son, in all the way which you have 

walked until you came to this place.”  But for all this, you did not trust the Lord 

your God,  who goes before you on your way, to seek out a place for you to 

encamp, in fire by night and cloud by day, to show you the way in which you 

should go. 

 

Here’s what do we learn about the wrong response to the God’s covenantal love: 

 

1. Don’t rebel against the Lord’s command (Deuteronomy 1:26) 

2. Don’t grumble (Deuteronomy 1:27) 

3. Don’t be afraid (Deuteronomy 1:29) 

4. Don’t be unbelieving (Deuteronomy 1:32) 

 

This same event is reflected upon in the book of Psalms in Psalm 95:7-11.  I 

won’t read it right now because those very verses get quoted in the book of 

Hebrews which are in your notes. 

 

SAY:  “Hebrews 3:7-19 also shows us the wrong response.  It’s included in your 

notes, but I’ll let you read it on your own later.” 

 

[Don’t read aloud:  Just tell them below what Hebrews 3:7-19 says] 

 Hebrews 3:7-19    
 



Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says [quoting from Psalm 95 but referring 

to Numbers 13-14],  

 

“Today if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as when they 

provoked me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, where your fathers tried 

me by testing me, and saw my works for forty years.  Therefore I was angry 

with this generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, and they 

did not know my ways’; as I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my 

rest.’” 

 

Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 

heart that falls away from the living God.  But encourage one another day 

after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of 

Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, 

while it is said [quoting from Psalm 95 again] 

 

“Today if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts, as when they 

provoked me.” 

 

For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who 

came out of Egypt led by Moses?  And with whom was He angry for forty 

years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the 

wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, 

but to those who were disobedient?  So we see that they were not able to 

enter because of unbelief. 

 

The Psalmist and the author of the book of Hebrews warns us about three things 

not to do in response to God’s covenantal love.  They tell us not to follow their 

example… 

1. Don’t follow their example and harden your heart (3:8). 

2. Don’t follow their example of unbelief (3:12; 3:19). 

3. Don’t follow their example of disobedience (3:18). 

 

OK, so if that’s what we shouldn’t do in response to God’s covenantal love, 

what should our response be? 

 

The positive answer to this is spread throughout the book of Deuteronomy.   
(Side note:  Did you know that the book of Deuteronomy is quoted more in the 

New Testament than any other OT books except Isaiah and Psalms?)  So what 



does Deuteronomy teach us about what we should do in response to God’s 

covenantal love?  [Don’t read aloud the verses from the Bible.] 

 

1. Remember the past (examples:  Deuteronomy 8:2; 9:7; 32:7) 

 

Illustration:  The children of Israel needed to remember God’s mighty 

deeds in redeeming them from Egypt, and all that God had done for 

them in the wilderness. 

 

Illustration:  We need to remember what God has done in the past, 

both in history, but also in our lives.  Using journals is a great way to 

do this. 

 

2. Trust in the Lord (examples:  Deuteronomy 1:32; 9:23; Numbers 

14:11) 

 

The wilderness generation was not able to enter the Promised Land 

because of their unbelief.   

 

Our trust in God is based upon his mighty deeds in the past. 

 

3. Love the Lord (examples:  Deuteronomy 6:5; 10:12; 30:6) 

 

God’s love is shown in particular in his actions in the Old Testament.   

 

Our response to God is shown in what we do. 

 

4. Teach your children (examples:  Deuteronomy 4:10; 6:7; 11:19) 

 

Deuteronomy 6:7:  You shall teach them diligently to your sons and 

shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by 

the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 

 

Illustration:  How much this verse helped me in knowing how to be a 

parent—being intentional about training my children. 

 

Closing:   [Return to your opening illustration about someone you know who has 

been faithful to his or her wedding vows.]    

 



God has done so much more than being faithful to wedding vows.  Our response 

should be to remember, trust him, love him, and pass it on to the next generation. 

 

Can we close with a word of thankfulness to the Lord?  Pray aloud after me: 

 

Covenant-keeping God 

We thank you for your covenantal love 

Thank you for the covenant you made with Abraham 

and with his descendants, both physical and spiritual 

Thank you for the covenant you made during the time of Moses 

Thank you for the covenant you made with David 

and with his descendants, both physical and spiritual 

Thank you that we now live under the New Covenant 

because of what Jesus the Messiah has done 

We praise you for your faithfulness 

We thank you for your covenantal love 

We respond by remembering all you have done 

We respond by trusting in you 

We respond by loving you with all our hearts 

And we’ll teach it to the next generation 

 

In the name of Jesus your Son, Amen 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 4 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for both the Pentateuch 

and the History songs) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheet [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 4 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 4 OT History Song Lyrics small for class [keep in front to hand out 

toward the end of class] 

 Week 4 OT Matching Activity History [keep in front to hand out toward the 

end of class] 

 Week 4 OT Matching Activity History (answer key) [for reference…don’t 

hand out] 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Pentateuch song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow 

people to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics 

if they need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can 

work as well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quizzing with one another in pairs and threes for a few minutes in 

preparation for the quiz. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Deuteronomy.  Quizzed orally, giving questions twice—

no repeats.  “Draw a line under Deuteronomy on your quiz template.  Your 

options are Genesis-Deuteronomy.”   

 

1.  Which book contains the most grumbling in the Pentateuch? 

[Numbers] 

2. In which book would you be encouraged to teach your children when 

you rise up in the morning and as you walk along the road? 

[Deuteronomy] 



3. Where would you find the story of Isaac? [Genesis] 

4. Where are the instructions for how to offer the burnt offerings? 

[Leviticus] 

5. Where are the Ten Commandments? [There are actually two answers, 

Exodus and Deuteronomy, but only Exodus is in our song.] 

6. In which book do they count how many people there are? [Numbers] 

7. Where do the spies give a bad report and discourage the people from 

going into the Promised Land? [Numbers] 

8. In which book does Moses get to look from a high mountain across 

into the Promised Land?  [Deuteronomy] 

9. Where does Abraham receive the promise that God would make him 

into a great nation? [Genesis] 

10. Where is the story of the golden calf? [Exodus] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Numbers and 

Deuteronomy.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you 

have about the books of Numbers and Deuteronomy that came up while you 

were doing your homework.  Is there anything that you would like to 

discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 4:  Whom will we serve? (Joshua and 

Judges) [Either teach it yourself using the outline below or show the video 

sessions.] 

 

 Hand out the words of the Week 4 OT History Song Lyrics.   

 

 Play the new song—History—for them to listen to while looking at the 

lyrics.  They can sing along if they desire. 

 

 Week 4 OT Matching Activity History.  “Look at the History song and 

match as quickly as you can the correct idea with the book or books in which 

it is found.  There are 25.  Let’s see who can get them all first.” 

 



Instructional Section for Week 4 

Whom will we serve? 

Joshua and Judges 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  [A morning in the life of a Canaanite farmer.] 

 

[READ]  A Canaanite man, Yavin, wakes up from a restless night of sleep.  He 

begins his day with the thought:  "I made it through another night.  I thought Mot, 

the god of death, was going to get me last night and drag me into the underworld 

while I slept." 

 

He stumbles out of the door of his hovel to take care of the few animals he owns.  

He wonders if he will be able to get any milk from his goat, the animal he had been 

planning to sacrifice to Baal for weeks but just hadn't been able to bring himself to 

slaughter yet.  His seven year old son, bearing the same name as he, is more 

attached to this goat than to any other animal he has ever raised, and he isn’t sure 

he is ready to kill it.  Still, Yavin worries that if he doesn’t, things will get worse 

than the near-to-starvation existence his family endures already.  He silently 

wonders if Baal will do anything for them, anyway.  "Baal doesn't care at all about 

us" thought the farmer. Our poor farmer all of a sudden panics, wondering if 

somehow Baal, the god of storms who rules over the clouds, the wind, and rain 

somehow knew the thought that just crossed his mind.  He determines then and 

there that he will sacrifice the goat at week's end.  He can’t risk the wrath of the 

god, no matter how miserable his own precious Yavin will be at the loss of his 

goat.  After all, though El is the chief god in all their stories, everyone knows that 

his son Baal is the one who is lord over what matters most—putting bread on the 



table.  And he certainly needs some more food for his wife and son; they’ve both 

been looking thin recently. 

 

His wife.  She lives in constant fear of Anat, Baal’s sister and sometimes consort.  

Anat is a warrior goddess who is brutal, bloodthirsty, and ruthless.  The stories told 

about her are so brutal and violent that Yavin and his wife have been shielding 

their young son from some of the most gruesome of these stories.  He will learn 

them soon enough… 

 

As the senior Yavin stumbles back to his hut, he sees his son looking worried and 

draws him in with a big hug.  "The gods don't seem to be smiling upon us, son.  

But maybe tomorrow will be better."  He doesn't tell him about his plans for the 

goat. 

 

As the small family of three sits on their dirt floor eating a fig each and sharing a 

large piece of flat bread for breakfast, the younger Yavin says, "Father, perhaps we 

should visit the Asherah pole on the mountain seven villages from here.  I heard 

my friend say that his father and uncle had been there last month, and their field 

seems to be doing pretty well.  Besides, maybe Mom will have more if we go there 

and do whatever they do there.” 

 

Yavin glances over at his wife who returns a knowing look.  They both know the 

extent of the sacred prostitution of the place and are not yet ready for their son to 

see it.  "No, you're still too young to go there....perhaps in a few years...."  Nor did 

they want their son to know that only four villages away, a farmer in desperation 

on account of the drought had sacrificed his youngest child to Molek.  The elder 

Yavin had heard of this often among the Moabites, but was concerned that 

something like this was so close to home. 

 

Father and son finish breakfast, stand up, and head toward their field for a long hot 

day of work.  Perhaps today would be the day the gods would finally smile upon 

them. 

 

--------- 

 

Idolatry.  It’s is a huge issue throughout the Old Testament writings.  Let’s start 

with the first two of the Ten Commandments: 

 

Exodus 20:3-5a   You shall have no other gods before Me.  You shall not 

make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on 



the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  You shall not worship 

them or serve them. 

 

There is only one God—and there is no other.  We are not to worship or serve any 

others. 

 

But before we ever arrive at Joshua and Judges, idolatry is already an enormous 

temptation for the people of Israel.  Think only about the golden calf incident that 

we focused on a couple weeks ago.   

 

Joshua 

 

After the death of Moses, Joshua takes the reign of leadership.  The book of Joshua 

is all about the conquest of the land of Canaan.  God had waited more than 400 

years to punish the incredible sin of the people of this land, sin that included 

violence, idolatry, ritual prostitution, and even child sacrifice.  Actually, it’s 

amazing how long God waited!  Look at Genesis 15:13-16 in the Abrahamic 

covenant: 

 

Genesis 15:13-16   God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your 

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be 

enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation 

whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many 

possessions.  As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be 

buried at a good old age.  Then in the fourth generation they will return here, 

for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete." 

 

So God led the people of Israel on a conquest of the land.  That is what the book 

of Joshua is all about.  After the Israelites have conquered the land, it is divided 

up among the tribes, and the tribes are supposed to dislodge any remaining 

people from the land—and in the process they are supposed to eliminate any form 

of idolatry from the land. 

 

But at the end of Joshua’s life, he’s not confident that they will do this.  He is 

afraid that they will leave the worship of the one true God and go after the gods of 

the surrounding nations, whether Baal or Asherah or anything else that might come 

along. 

 

So he calls them out.  Here is the man Joshua, older than anyone else except 

Caleb, offering two final messages like Moses did before he died.  But Joshua 



really lays it down for them.  Here are three excerpts from his final messages in 

Joshua 23 and 24. 

 

Joshua 23:6-7  “…so that you will not associate with these nations, these 

which remain among you, or mention the name of their gods, or make 

anyone swear by them, or serve them, or bow down to them.  But you are to 

cling to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day.” 

 

Joshua 23:11-13  “So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the Lord your 

God.  For if you ever go back and cling to the rest of these nations, these 

which remain among you, and intermarry with them, so that you associate 

with them and they with you, know with certainty that the Lord your God 

will not continue to drive these nations out from before you; but they will be 

a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, 

until you perish from off this good land which the Lord your God has given 

you.” 

 

Joshua 24:14-15  “Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity 

and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River 

and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve 

the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve:  whether the 

gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of 

the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we 

will serve the Lord.” 

 

Then the people promised to serve the Lord and Joshua made a covenant with them 

that day (Joshua 24:16-28) 

 

Judges 

 

The book of Judges starts well.  It is a record of various tribes who are driving out 

the inhabitants of the land as God commanded.  But you don’t even get out of 

chapter 1 before the record (Judges 1:27ff) begins to tell us that the tribe of 

Manasseh didn’t drive out everyone they were supposed to drive out, nor did 

the tribe of Ephraim, nor did Zebulun, nor Asher, nor Naphtali.  The 

expression that’s repeated over and over at the end of Judges 1: “they did not drive 

them out completely.” 

 

Illustration:  Now imagine that Yavin from our story survives the conquest of 

Joshua and finds himself living among a new set of conquerors, the Israelites.  



Fifteen years have passed and he’s had a number of bumper crops since those 

early days and four more children.  He’s doing much better than in the days of 

the drought, and attributes it to the goat he sacrificed to Baal so many years 

before.  One day as he comes into the acquaintance of someone from the tribe of 

Manasseh, he learns what a difficult time they are having with farming.  The 

Canaanite says:  “You know what your problem is, you aren’t sacrificing to 

Baal.  You came out of Egypt where the Nile River watered your crops.  Here you 

need rain.  Why don’t you offer something to Baal as a sacrifice?  He certainly 

helped me out.” 

 

And sure enough, the book of judges is cycle after cycle of the people moving into 

idolatry and getting oppressed before God delivers them. 

 

“In Judges, history cycles ‘round’” 

 

1. “They all do right in their own eyes.” (this means that they do whatever 

they want.)  They leave the worship of the one true God and go after 

idols. 

2. “Oppression”:  They are oppressed by foreigners. 

3. “Repentance”:  “Up to God they raise their cries” because of the weight 

of their oppression. 

4. “A judge is found”:  God raises up a deliverer (a judge) for them. 

 

Then they do it all again! 

 

Here’s the summary of the sin cycles in Judges by the author himself. 

 

Judges 2:10-19  All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and 

there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor 

yet the work which He had done for Israel. Then the sons of Israel did evil in 

the sight of the Lord and served the Baals, and they forsook the Lord, the 

God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 

followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around 

them, and bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked the Lord to 

anger.  So they forsook the Lord and served Baal and the Ashtaroth.  The 

anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and He gave them into the hands of 

plunderers who plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of their 

enemies around them, so that they could no longer stand before their 

enemies.  Wherever they went, the hand of the Lord was against them for 

evil, as the Lord had spoken and as the Lord had sworn to them, so that they 



were severely distressed.  Then the Lord raised up judges who delivered 

them from the hands of those who plundered them.  Yet they did not listen to 

their judges, for they played the harlot after other gods and bowed 

themselves down to them. They turned aside quickly from the way in which 

their fathers had walked in obeying the commandments of the Lord; they did 

not do as their fathers.  When the Lord raised up judges for them, the Lord 

was with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the 

days of the judge; for the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning because 

of those who oppressed and afflicted them.  But it came about when the 

judge died, that they would turn back and act more corruptly than their 

fathers, in following other gods to serve them and bow down to them; they 

did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. 

 

 

Question:  Are these so-called gods something or nothing? 

 

Chris Wright in his excellent book, The Mission of God, asks it well:  “Something 

or nothing?  A statue is real enough.  A carved or molten image has three-

dimensional existence in the real world.  But what about the god or gods it 

supposedly represents?  Are they real?  Do they exist?  Are they something or 

nothing?”4 

 

The Bible offers three complementary perspectives on this.  Each of these is a 

possible way of viewing idols in any given situation.  But in each situation, the 

Bible views idols as part of the created order.5 

 

1. Idols and gods are merely objects within creation that God created 

(Deuteronomy 4:15-21; Job 31:26-28), whether mountains or stars. 

 

2. Idols are fashioned by human hands out of stuff that God created (2 

Kings 19:17-19; Psalm 115:4-8; Hosea 8:4, 6; 13:2; Habakkuk 2:18-19).   

 

3. Idols are demons, who are also created (Deuteronomy 32:16-17; cf. 21; 

Psalm 106:35-38; 1 Corinthians 10:20; Acts 26:18). 

 

What this means is that idols can have a demonic source and be energized by 

living evil spirits, but that they are not always so in every case.  In some cases, 

                                                 
4
 Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP 

Academic, 2006), 136.  See full discussion on pp. 136-188. 
5
 Following C. Wright, The Mission of God, 142 ff. 



they are simply part of the created order or fashioned by human hands and called 

an idol whereas they may not have any direct connection with demons. 

 

Question:  Is idolatry still a problem today? 

 

It is very common for contemporary Christians to identify as idolatry things 

that an ancient Israelite would never have recognized as idolatrous.  Is it biblically 

proper to call things like materialism idolatry? 

 

I used to wonder whether this was a proper bridge into modern application.  

Until I saw Paul doing it in three places, and then I saw the Psalmist doing it, and 

then I knew that it could be applied to many different kinds of situations. 

 

Idolatry shows itself in many different forms.  Here are some biblical examples 

outside of worshiping the sun and moon or a graven image of some kind: 

1. Colossians 3:5 says that greed is idolatry.   

Wanting more money and material goods than you need is idolatry. 

 

2. Ephesians 5:5 says that covetousness is idolatry. 

Desiring to acquire what other people have is idolatry. 

 

3. Romans 1:22-25 says that sexual immorality is idolatry. 

Worshiping the human body and the act of sex outside of marriage is 

idolatry.  It is equated in this passage with serving and worshiping the 

creature rather than the Creator. 

 

4. Psalm 96:4 says that fear is idolatry. 

Dealt with in the wrong way, fear also can be idolatrous. 

 

5. Psalm 96:5-6 says that the Desire for power is idolatry. 

The splendor, majesty, and strength that should be ascribed to the one 

true God gets ascribed to us.  That is putting something before God, and 

is idolatry. 

 

When we come to the New Testament, we learn about the lordship of Christ and 

that nothing should be put above him. 

 

Philippians 2:9-11   For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and 

bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 



under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

John Calvin is famous for saying that the human heart is like a factory for 

idolatry.
6
  We so easily put things before the worship and absolute commitment to 

God over everything else.  Once we have seen that the Bible does equate other 

things besides the worship of graven images or the sun and the moon with idolatry, 

we can begin to ask about the areas in our own lives where we have tendencies 

toward idolatry. 

 

Illustration:  [Share from your own life something that you think may have been an 

area of idolatry in the past.  Be open about this; it will help people think about 

areas in their own lives where idolatry exists.  On the video, music is the example 

used.] 

 

Illustration:  [Perhaps find an example from someone else who had an area of 

idolatry.  Talk about it without mentioning the particular person’s name.  On the 

video, the example was computer games.] 

 

This would be a natural time for us to consider whether there are any idols in 

our own lives:  things that we have put before our commitment to the Lord. 

 

As we have been doing weekly, let us close this part of the class with a responsive 

prayer regarding the things we have been discussing. 

 

“You God, are the only true God 

You are Creator of all things 

All that is seen and unseen 

Whether stars or trees 

Or angels or spirits 

All things have their existence from you 

And must one day bow before you 

We confess our tendency to idolatry 

To serve the creature rather than the Creator 

You have made a beautiful world 

But we dare not worship it 

You have created the heavens 

But we lift our hearts only to you 

                                                 
6
 “The human mind is, so to speak, a perpetual forge of idols.”  Institutes, book 1, chapter 11, section 8. 



We want a single-focus on you 

And want to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ 

Who is Lord over all that has been made 

 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 5 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the History song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheets [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 5 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 5 OT Writing Activity [keep in front to hand out toward the end of 

class] 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with History song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow people 

to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics if they 

need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can work as 

well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Ruth.  “Draw a line under Ruth on your quiz template.  

Your options are Genesis-Ruth.”   

 

1. In which book does the sun stand still for 24 hours during a battle? 

[Joshua] 

2. Which book lays out promises and warnings—blessings and curses—that 

will come upon the people of Israel if they keep or do not keep the 

covenant? [either Leviticus or Deuteronomy] 

3. Where does the serpent deceive Adam and Eve and they fall into sin? 

[Genesis] 

4. Deborah [Judges] 

5. The walls of Jericho fall down [Joshua] 

6. Ruth and Boaz [Ruth] 

7. They construct an idol in the form of a golden calf [Exodus] 

8. Food laws, such as avoiding the eating of pork [Leviticus] 

9. Forty years of wandering in the wilderness [Numbers] 



10.   “The cycles of their sin”—in other words, they sin, get oppressed, cry 

out to God, and God sends them a deliverer [Judges] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Joshua and 

Judges.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you have 

about the books of Joshua and Judges that came up while you were doing 

your homework.  Is there anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 5:  Who is the real King? (1&2 Samuel and 

1&2 Kings) [Either teach it yourself using the outline below or show the 

video sessions.] 

 

 Writing activity 

 

Instructions:  Write two paragraphs, one for Joshua and one for Judges out 

of your head.  (If you have to peek at your song or look at your Bible, you 

can.)  These are to be summaries of the contents of these books.  Suppose 

that you are writing an introduction to the Bible for someone who has never 

read the Bible before.  Explain what each book is about.  Use regular words 

that people who aren’t Christians can understand, and try not to use the 

words of the songs themselves, unless you are writing down someone’s 

name.  You’ll have about 5 minutes for each book; 10 minutes total. 

 

 Follow up:  Have one or two people read what they wrote for each book. 

 

 If time, sing through the History song one more time.  [If not time, skip] 



Instructional Section for Week 5 

Who is the real King? 

1&2 Samuel and 1&2 Kings 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:   [Tell a story of a time that you were in the presence of someone who was 

famous, but at the time you were there, you didn’t realize who you were with.  

That would be the perfect type of story to start this talk with.] 

 

Our theme today is:  Who is the real King?  We don’t have kings and queens in 

the United States.  The closest we have is important political leaders like a 

governor, the president of our country, or a mayor of a large city like Los Angeles.  

But can you imagine what it would be like to be in the presence of a truly powerful 

king and not even know that he is the real king?  

 

Some countries understand the idea of a monarchy better than we.   

 

Illustration:  [This would be a good time to tell a story of visiting a place…like the 

United Kingdom….where they actually have a monarchy and relate to it better.  If 

you haven’t had this opportunity, just talk about how people in places that have a 

king or queen may relate to this connection better than people who live in countries 

that do not have a monarchy.] 

 

Our question for today is:  Who is the real King?  This is one of the most important 

questions in the books of 1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings, the books we are looking 

at today. 

 



The book of Judges ended with this verse:  “In those days there was no king in 

Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 

 

But that will all change in Samuel and Kings. 

 

The three most important characters in the books of Samuel are 1) Samuel—a 

prophet and judge, 2) Saul—the first king of Israel, and 3) David—the second king 

of Israel. 

 

In 1 Samuel 8, when Samuel was an old man, the people come and demand to 

have a king over them.  Let’s read it 

 

1 Samuel 8:4-9  So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 

Samuel at Ramah.  They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not 

walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other 

nations have."  But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this 

displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord.  And the Lord told him: 

"Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have 

rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As they have done from the 

day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving 

other gods, so they are doing to you.  Now listen to them; but warn them 

solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will 

do." 

 

Who is the real King?  God is the real king—not a human king or a king from 

the surrounding nations.  They were in the presence of the real king, God, and 

they didn’t even know it.  God said to Samuel: “They have rejected me as their 

king.” 

 

So Samuel warns them that a king will force their children into the military, to 

serve in the court, will take away their best fields and vineyards, will tax them 

heavily, and they WON’T like it! 

 

1 Samuel 8:19-20  But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they 

said. "We want a king over us. Then we will be like all the other nations, 

with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles." 

 

So God selected Saul to be their king.   At the installation ceremony of Saul as 

King, Samuel said this: 

 



1 Samuel 12:13-15   Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you 

asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you.  If you fear the Lord and 

serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you 

and the king who reigns over you follow the Lord your God—good!  But if 

you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand 

will be against you, as it was against your fathers.   

 

Who is the real King?  God is the real king—not even the human king God 

chooses is the real king!  The one who serves as human king is supposed to serve 

under the kingship of God. 

 

But, unfortunately, as our song says, “Saul won’t listen to anything.”  He is 

independent and increasingly unwilling to submit to the kingship of God. 

 

So God says to him through Samuel: 

 

1 Samuel 13:13-14   "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not 

kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have 

established your kingdom over Israel for all time.  But now your kingdom 

will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and 

appointed him leader over his people, because you have not kept what the 

Lord commanded you.” 

 

So God rejects him from being king and sends Samuel to secretly anoint David 

as king.   

 

Who is the real King?  The real king is God—even the great King David is not 

the real king, the real king is God.  Fortunately, David knew this. 

 

David, despite his famous sins later in his life, is the one who is after God’s own 

heart.  And God makes a covenant with David and with his descendants after him, 

the famous Davidic Covenant that we talked about a couple of weeks ago.  Here 

are a couple verses from the middle of that covenant. 

 

2 Samuel 7:11b-12  “The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will 

establish a house for you:  When your days are over and you rest with your 

fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from 

your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.” 

 



Let’s move into the New Testament for just a moment.  God had promised to 

establish David’s house with an unconditional covenant.  The first book of the 

New Testament, Matthew, opens with these words: 

 

Matthew 1:1  A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David. 

 

Jesus is the one who fully fulfilled the requirements of the Davidic line in 

himself.  He is the ultimate king in the line of David. 

 

OK, back to Samuel and Kings. 

 

The high point of a king serving under the kingship of God and focusing the 

worship of Israel on God happens under the reign of David and in the early 

years of Solomon. 

 

David makes preparations for the building of a temple for God and Solomon his 

son builds the temple.   

 

Who is the real King?  God is the real king, not anyone or anything else!  And the 

temple in Jerusalem is to be a permanent reminder that God is the real king. 

 

Unfortunately, Solomon doesn’t do what he is supposed to do and starts the bad 

cycle that goes all the way through the books of 1 & 2 Kings.   

 

Let’s go back to Deuteronomy for a moment.  In one of Moses’ final sermons 

before his death, he anticipates that there would one day be a time when Israel 

would want a king.  But look at the warning Moses gave centuries before Israel 

even had a king.  He warns them about three things. 

 

Deuteronomy 17:16-17   The king, moreover, must not acquire great 

numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get 

more of them, for the LORD has told you, "You are not to go back that way 

again."  He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He 

must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. 

 

Apart from his wisdom, what was Solomon famous for?  Three things: 

 

 Horses (1 Kings 4:26; 9:19; 10:28) 

 



1 Kings 4:26   Solomon had four thousand stalls for chariot horses, and twelve 

thousand horses. 

 

1 Kings 10:26   Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen 

hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses, which he kept in the chariot cities 

and also with him in Jerusalem. 

 

 Wealth (1 Kings 10:14-27) 

 

1 Kings 10:27   The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and 

cedar as plentiful as sycamore-fig trees in the foothills. 

 

 Wives (1 Kings 11:3 read aloud).   

 

1 Kings 11:1-4   King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides 

Pharaoh's daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.  

They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, "You must 

not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their 

gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.  He had seven hundred 

wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him 

astray.  As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and 

his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his 

father had been. 

 

COMMENT:  I once heard that an elementary school child wrote about 

Solomon:  “He had 700 wives and 300 porcupines.” 

 

Solomon was famous for the very three things God explicitly said a king should 

not accumulate.  Solomon forgot who the real king was. 

 

Just follow our song for the rest of the story. 

 

“Ten tribes from Rehoboam slip away 

Israel’s Jeroboams, Ahab, and sons 

Tend to lead the people astray. 

In Judah are the evil like Manasseh 

The good Hezekiah and Josiah 

God sends Elijah and Elisha 

The end result of all this sin 

Is exile from the land 



 

After Solomon, the nation split into two nations, the northern kingdom of Israel 

and the southern kingdom of Judah.  The rest of the books of Kings is about king 

after king who either thought of himself as the king or knew that he served under 

the regency of the true king, God. 

 

They forgot who the real king was! 

 

There were evil kings like Jeroboam 1, Jeroboam 2, Ahab, and Manasseh, who 

served the gods of the surrounding nations. 

 

In the southern kingdom were occasionally good kings like Hezekiah and Josiah 

who understood that God was the real king. 

 

And along the way God sent prophets like Elijah and Elisha to warn them to 

come back to the one true God and submit to his rule. 

 

Part way through the book of Kings, the northern kingdom of Israel is attacked 

and taken into exile by the nation of Assyria.  At the very end of Kings, after 

hundreds of years of cycling downward, the southern kingdom of Judah is 

attacked by the Babylonians and taken into exile.  The end result of all their sin is 

exile from the land.   

 

One way of describing it is that they forgot who the real king was. 

 

Who is the real King?  God is the real king. 

 

Let’s bring this into the 21
st
 century. What are some situations in which it is 

important to remember who the real king is? 

 

Examples: 

 Imagine someone trying desperately to move up into ever higher positions 

of leadership in a corporation.  He so intensely wants the power and the 

prestige that comes with the positions above him that he forgets who the real 

king is.  If he remembered that it would bring with it an attitude of humility. 

He might accept a promotion if offered, but he wouldn’t be desperate if he 

didn’t get it. 

 

 Or imagine someone working in a government office like the department of 

motor vehicles, where people are dependent upon you to approve things for 



them or help them in some way.  You have all the power, and you know it.  

If you don’t like the way someone looks, you can make life difficult for him 

or her.  Don’t forget who the real king is; it’s not you.  Serve others with 

humility. 

 

 Or imagine that you are a teacher and have the authority to pass or fail 

someone on an exam, a paper, or an entire class.  Doesn’t remembering that 

God is the real king—not you—make a difference? 

 

What did Jesus do when his disciples were jostling for positions of power in his 

coming kingdom? 

 

Mark 10:42-45   [Not in their notes]  Jesus called them together and said, 

"You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you. 

Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 

and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many." 

 

Those who remember who the real king is will live with humility, and grace, and 

an attitude of service toward others. 

 

As we do at the end of each session, let’s bow our heads and pray a prayer 

drawn in large part from the prayer of Hannah the mother of Samuel (1 

Samuel 2). 

 

Sovereign God, you are the real King 

There is no king besides you 

You set up the kings on their thrones 

And depose them as you will 

You close arrogant mouths 

And raise up the humble of heart 

You shatter the bows of the mighty 

And clothe the weak with strength 

Those who contend with you, Lord 

Against them you will thunder in the heavens 

You will judge the ends of the earth 

In righteousness and holiness 

For you are King 



There is no other King 

We bow in reverence before you. 

 

In the name of Messiah Jesus 

The Son of David 

Whom you have declared 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

 

Amen 

 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 6 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the History song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheet [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Jeopardy set up (either on computer—download from website—or drawn on 

whiteboard) 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with History song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow people 

to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics if they 

need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can work as 

well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quizzing with one another in pairs and threes for a few minutes in 

preparation for the quiz. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Kings.  “Draw a line under 1&2 Kings on your quiz 

template.  Your options are Genesis-Kings.”   

 

1. Manasseh was an evil leader [Kings] 

2. They sang a song after crossing the sea [Exodus] 

3. Deborah and Barak [Judges] 

4. David commits adultery [Samuel] 

5. They divide up the promised land after conquering it [Joshua] 

6. Saul pursues David in the wilderness [Samuel] 

7. Instructions for the Day of Atonement [Leviticus] 

8. Absalom tries to take the throne from his father David [Samuel] 

9. Solomon [Kings or Chronicles] 

10.   Joseph was sold into Egypt [Genesis] 

 



 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of 1 & 2 Samuel and 

1& 2 Kings.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you have 

about Samuel and Kings that came up while you were doing your 

homework.  Is there anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 6:  Has God given up on us?  (1 & 2 

Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther) [Either teach it yourself using the 

outline below or show the video sessions.] 

 

 Play Jeopardy:  Use computer with data projector or hand-write a chart on a 

white board. 

 

If you are handwriting the game on a board, this is what it should look like: 

 

Places People Perspectives Predicaments Prophets 

100 100 100 100 100 

200 200 200 200 200 

300 300 300 300 300 

400 400 400 400 400 

500 500 500 500 500 

 

Instructions for Jeopardy:   

o I will count you off into [four] groups.  [Note:  Just count people off 

“1” “2” “3” “4”, or however many groups you decide to have.  You 

can do this with as few as two groups or as many as you want.  

Perhaps have four, five, or six people in the group.  After you have 

counted them off, have them move to sit with the other people who 

received the same group number.] 

o Please choose one person from your group who doesn’t mind doing 

addition and subtraction to keep track of the score for your group. 

o Each of you will have a turn.  When you are the next person in your 

group, please stand up. 

o You must take your turn when it comes. 

o I will allow the team that won the previous round to choose the next 

category and point amount. 



o I will read the question/display it on the screen.  As soon as you know 

the answer, clap.  [If I’m reading it, I will stop reading and you can 

answer the question.  If I’m displaying it on the screen, you will 

already be able to see it all.]  If you are correct in your answer, you 

will receive the number of points available.  If you are incorrect, you 

will lose that same number of points.   

o You have five seconds to answer after you have clapped. 

o Your team members can help you. 

o As soon as you have said your answer, if it is incorrect, you will lose 

the point value. 

o Also, as soon as you have said your answer, if it is incorrect, another 

person standing from another team can clap and answer correctly and 

gain the points. 

o The correct answer will always be a book of the Bible. 

o While we play the game, test yourself to see if you know the answer 

to the question we are asking. 

 

Jeopardy Questions for Week 6:  Genesis-Esther  [Note:  The questions 

for Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, and Esther this day only come out of 

things mentioned in the day’s lesson that is looking ahead.] 

 

(Places for 100) 40 years of wandering in the wilderness [Numbers] 

 

(Places for 200) They lose when they first go to fight against the city of 

Ai [Joshua] 

 

(Places for 300)  The son who tries to take the throne away from his 

father is Absalom [Samuel] 

 

(Places for 400) They begin to rebuild the walls in Jerusalem [Ezra-

Nehemiah] 

 

(Places for 500)  Moses gets up on a high mountain and gets a peek into 

the Promised Land [Deuteronomy] 

 

(People for 100) Joshua is the leader [Joshua] 

 

(People for 200)  Joseph [Genesis] 

 

(People for 300) David [Samuel or Chronicles] 



 

(People for 400)  Othniel  [Judges] 

 

(People for 500)  Zerubbabel [Ezra-Nehemiah] 

 

(Perspectives for 100) As a result of so much sin, God destroyed the 

world with a flood [Genesis] 

 

(Perspectives for 200)  They needed to offer sacrifices for their sins.  This 

book describes the various types of sacrifices and how they needed to be 

offered [Leviticus] 

 

(Perspectives for 300)  He challenges them to consider whom they will 

serve.  Then he says:  “But as for me and my house, we will serve the 

Lord [Joshua] 

 

(Perspectives for 400)  Many of these evil kings tended to lead the people 

astray into idolatry [Kings] 

 

(Perspectives for 500)  This book begins with lots of genealogies 

[Chronicles] 

 

(Predicaments for 100)  The spies return and give a discouraging report 

[Numbers]  

 

(Predicaments for 200)  They don’t have anything to eat in the desert, so 

God sends them Manna from heaven.  [Exodus] 

 

(Predicaments for 300)  This person, who is also the person after whom 

this book is named, is concerned that in wanting a king the people are 

rejecting God as their king [Samuel] 

 

(Predicaments for 400)  The end result of all this sin is exile from the 

land [Kings] 

 

(Predicaments for 500)  “If my people…will humble themselves and 

pray…then I will heal their land”   [Chronicles] 

 

(Prophets for 100)  Moses was used of God to deliver his people out of 

Egypt [Exodus] 



 

(Prophets for 200)  This prophet warned Saul about Saul’s failure to obey 

the Lord’s commands [Samuel] 

 

(Prophets for 300)  Elijah  [Kings] 

 

(Prophets for 400)  Abraham [Genesis] 

 

(Prophets for 500)  Elisha  [Kings] 

 

 

 



Instructional Section for Week 6 

Has God given up on us? 

1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  More and more families in the United States in recent years have 

multiple generations living together in the same home.  This is wonderful in 

many ways, but also has created some very serious conflicts.  The most difficult of 

these are when an adult child—say a person around the age of 25—needs a place 

to stay, but for whatever reason is unwilling to work, or contributes nothing to 

the household, or creates repeated conflicts in the family.  The head of the 

household then has to make the difficult decision of whether or not to allow that 

child to continue living in the house.  Obviously, there are many steps before that 

adult child is told to leave, including many warnings, but there is a point where the 

only option is to tell him or her to leave.  We have known people with very serious 

situations, for example drug abuse, who are causing huge turmoil in the family, 

including stealing money, threatened violence and the whole thing, where the 

family has had to tell him or her to leave. 

 

This is a great analogy for the exile, which is one of the most important events of 

biblical history.  Sometimes the nation of Israel is referred to as God’s child or 

God’s son in the Old Testament (e.g. Hosea 11:1).  And he brought them into his 

house—he often refers to them as the “house of Israel.”  But decade after decade of 

rebellion, idolatry, and refusal to listen to his warnings through the prophets finally 

brought God to sending them away from the land.  This is what he had already 

promised would take place in the promises and warnings sections of the book of 

Deuteronomy (and Leviticus). 



 

And so the last verse of our song for the book of Kings says:  “The end result of 

all this sin is exile from the land.”  God first brought the Assyrians against the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel, then he brought the Babylonians against the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah.  The people were deported—or exiled—to a land that they did 

not know, Babylon. 

 

Before God sent them into exile in Babylon, he promised through the ministry of 

Jeremiah (which we will look at in a later class), that he would bring them back 

to the land after 70 years.  And that’s what he did under the leadership first of 

Zerubbabel, then Ezra, and then Nehemiah, all the events which are recorded in the 

book of Ezra-Nehemiah (which was one book rather than two for a long time—so 

we will treat it that way). 

 

Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah (as well as Esther) are all written after the return 

from exile in Babylon.  One key theme of all of these books is:  Has God given 

up on us? 

 

Back to our analogy.  Let’s imagine that a 25 years old adult child has a heroin 

addiction.  That young man has been living at home with his parents, is unwilling 

to work, has been stealing, and is unstable with violent outburst of anger.  The 

parents after many warnings decide that they must send him out of the home.  They 

hear of a Christian ministry in another city that has an excellent drug rehab 

program and offer to send him there.  He refuses, storms out of the house.  They 

change the locks on the house and refuse to allow him to come home.  He hits 

rock bottom and checks himself into the drug rehab program that his parents 

had recommended. 

 

A year later, he comes out of that program drug free, having made significant 

spiritual progress, and ready to assimilate into regular life.  His parents agree to 

bring him back into their home to help with the transition into regular life.  But 

though he is now back in the home, there is one thing he really struggles with—

that is, whether his parents really do accept him, and whether they really 

believe that there is a future for him.  In other words, even though he is back in 

the home, he wonders whether his parents actually have given up on him. 

 

So back to Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah.  Has God given up on his people?  

Even though they are back in the land, they are a small, struggling minority with 

lots of enemies around and still under the domination of a foreign power, now the 



powerful Persian Empire which has conquered Babylon.  They are not free.  They 

feel in many ways like they are still in exile. 

 

They wonder whether God has ended his covenant with the people of Israel.  

They wonder whether they are still the people of God.  They wonder whether 

God had given up on them. 

 

So what is the answer to the question of whether God has given up on them?  Let’s 

look at each of these books: 

 

Chronicles:  Looking Backward 

 

Has God given up on us? 

 

The answer to the question:  “Has God given up on us?” is NO.  God has always 

cared about his people. 

 

1. “Chronicles begins with genealogies” says our song:  Chronicles begins 

with genealogies—lots of them.  Though these chapters may not seem 

important to us, they are important in making a connection with the past. 

 

2. “David’s and Solomon’s stories, and all the kings of the southern crown”:  

The Chronicler focuses on the encouraging aspects of David’s and 

Solomon’s reigns, he does not focus upon their sins as the author of 

Samuel and Kings does.  And he mostly ignores Saul (except for the 

story of his death).  This is because the point of the Chronicler is to say 

that God has not forgotten you; he has always had good plans for you. 

 

3. “But Chronicles is more religious history [as compared to Samuel and 

Kings], the temple is central to the story”:  At the dedication of the 

temple, the message that was true then and is true now in the small 

struggling community after the exile is the same. 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14  ...and [if] My people who are called by My name 

humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land. 

 

So, has God given up on us?  NO.  His message to the community 

struggling back from exile is:  “If you will humble yourself and pray 



and seek his face and turn from your wicked way, he will forgive them 

and heal their land. 

 

Illustration:  [A good illustration here would be something about how a 

parent shows to a child that the parent is committed to the child.  Perhaps 

a line that the parent says over and over again (Example: “I love you 

forever and always, no matter what.”)  Or it could be some way that 

someone communicates to someone else how much that person loves the 

other person.  This would be an illustration of God’s faithful love in 

never giving up on his people.] 

 

Ezra-Nehemiah:  Looking Forward 

 

Has God given up on us? 

 

If Chronicles is answering the question by looking backward, then Ezra-Nehemiah 

is answering the question by looking forward. 

 

Here are the words of the song: 

 

“Ezra-Nehemiah and Esther 

Were amid the time of return to the land 

Zerubbabel works to see the temple restored 

Ezra reads them God’s commands 

Nehemiah leads the way in raising the walls 

Their enemies ridicule and say it’ll fall 

The covenant’s renewed by one and all 

Esther is in Persia saving her people there—Ezra, 

Nehemiah, Esther” 

 

There were three waves of people who returned from exile (though many like 

Esther never returned) 

1. Under Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:1-2) soon after 539 B.C. 

2. Under Ezra (Ezra 7:1, 6) in 458 B.C. 

3. Under Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2:8-9) in 445 B.C. 

 

Has God given up on us?  NO.  There are three things pointing toward God’s 

good future plans for his people after he brought them out of exile. 

 



1. He sent Zerubbabel to help them start the rebuilding of the temple (Ezra 

3-6). 

2. He sent Ezra to help them renew the covenant (Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 8). 

3. He sent Nehemiah to help them rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 

1-6; 12). 

 

These are all pointing toward the future good plans God has for his people.  God is 

taking care of them both physically—with the temple and the walls, and 

spiritually—with the renewal of the covenant.  His plans for them are good. 

 

What about those who never returned?  Has God given up on them? (Esther) 

 

This was a natural question for the people who are still back in the exile—the 

people living under the power of the Persian Empire.   

 

Esther is a young woman living back in Persia whom God used to deliver her 

people from an impending attack by enemies of Israel.  It’s a great story, but I 

won’t take any time to tell it here.  You’ll have to read it on your own. 

 

NO, God has not given up on his people in the exile, either.  He still is 

protecting them in faithfulness to the promises he made to Abraham and David so 

many years before. 

 

Looking toward the New Testament 

 

The theme of exile seems to carry over into the New Testament period.  There 

seems to be some writings that suggest that the people of the New Testament 

period thought of themselves as still in a type of exile, having not only been under 

the Babylonians and the Persians as at the end of the Old Testament, but then 

under the Greeks and finally under the Romans.   

 

More importantly is that the New Testament authors—the Gospel writers in 

particular—tie into the theme of Exile and show us that Jesus is the one who 

delivers us from our spiritual Exile.  He is the one through whom the return from 

Exile finally and fully takes place.
7
 

                                                 
7
 Douglas S. McComiskey, “Exile and Restoration from Exile in the Scriptural Quotations and Allusions of Jesus,” 

JETS 53/4 (2010): 673-96 lists the following passages as possible allusions to the theme of exile in the ministry of 

Jesus:  1) Mark 1:14-15 (Isaiah 9); 2) Mark 4:12, Matt 13:13-15, Luke 8:10 (Isa 6:9-10); 3) John 6:34-51 (Isa 

54:13); 4) Luke 22:37 (Isa 53:12); 5) Mark 13:26, Matt 24:30, Luke 21:27, and Mark 14:62, Matt 26:64 (Dan 7:13); 

6) Luke 12:53; Matt 10:35-36 (Mic 7:6); 7) Matt 11:5 (Isa 35:5-6); 8) Matt 11:10 (Mal 3:1); 9) Luke 4:18-19 (Isa 



 

Has God given up on us?  No.  God will never give up on his people. 

 

Applications: 

 

This theme connects so well with many of us.  Many of us have as part of our 

story a period of time in which we were unfaithful to the Lord—when we left 

him and were separated from him.  And then we came back to the Lord.  We 

came back to our homes.  But we struggle with whether we have just gone too 

far for the Lord—whether he really has received us back into his home.  We 

wonder if he has actually given up on us even after our return. 

 

One thing we can learn from the return from Exile is that God does not give up 

on his people.  He didn’t give up on the people of Israel and he is not giving up on 

us. 

 

Illustration:  [Tell a story about someone you have known who has gone through 

the struggle of whether they have sinned too much for God to receive them back.  

The story could be a positive one, as the person discovered that God never gives up 

on his people, or it could be negative, that is, someone who struggled with this 

question but never came into the knowledge of the grace of God toward his 

children.] 

 

But the message of the return from exile is that God is big enough for anything 

that might be in your past.  If he could bring his people back from the exile and 

restore them, then we need to believe that he has good plans for us as well.  He 

hasn’t given up on us. 

 

Let’s bow our heads and pray this prayer aloud after me: 

 

“Dear Lord 

Though you sent your people into exile 

Because of their rebellion 

Yet you brought them back from exile 

And restored them to the land 

Thank you! 

Though we sometimes wonder 

                                                                                                                                                             
61:1-2); 10) Mark 14:27, Matt 26:31 (Zech 13:7); 11) Mark 11:17, Matt 21:13, Luke 19:46 (Isa 56:7); 12) Mark 7:6-

7, Matt 15:8-9 (Isa 29:13); 13) Matt 9:13 (Hos 6:6); 14) Luke 23:30 (Hos 10:8). 



Whether you have given up on us 

We remember today your covenantal love 

And your faithfulness to your promises 

Thank you so much! 

We remember today 

That your plans for us are good 

You have not given up on us 

You have brought us back 

And restored our relationship with you 

Through the work of Jesus on the cross 

Thank you! 

 

In the name of Jesus the Messiah, 

Amen  



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 7 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for both the History 

and Poetry & Wisdom songs) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheets [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 7 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 7 OT Poetry & Wisdom Lyrics small for class [keep in front to hand 

out toward the end of class] 

 Week 7 OT Matching Activity Poetry & Wisdom [keep in front to hand out 

toward the end of class] 

 Week 7 OT Matching Activity Poetry & Wisdom (answer key) [for 

reference…don’t hand out] 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with History song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow people 

to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics if they 

need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can work as 

well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quizzing with one another in pairs and threes for a few minutes in 

preparation for the quiz. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Esther.  Quizzed orally, giving questions twice—no 

repeats.  “Draw a line under Esther on your quiz template.  Your options are 

Genesis-Esther.” 

 

1.  Where do they rebuild the fallen walls of Jerusalem? [Ezra-

Nehemiah] 

2. Where do we find the stories of Elijah and Elisha? [Kings] 

3. Where do the spies come back from the Promised Land with a bad 

report? [Numbers] 



4. This is a quote: [if] My people who are called by My name humble 

themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal 

their land.  [Chronicles] 

5. Where does Gideon’s story take place? [Judges] 

6. Where are the ten plagues in Egypt? [Exodus] 

7. Where is the story of Joseph? [Genesis] 

8. Where is the story of Saul? [Mostly in Samuel, a bit also in Chronicles 

though that’s not mentioned in our course] 

9. After they come into the Promised Land, they divide up the land  and 

allot some to each of the tribes. [Joshua] 

10.  Ezra reads the Law of God to the people.  [Ezra-Nehemiah]  

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of 1 & 2 Chronicles, 

Ezra-Nehemiah and Esther.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any 

questions you have about the books of Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah and 

Esther that came up while you were doing your homework.  Is there 

anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 7:  Are any of you suffering?  Are any of you 

cheerful? (Job and Psalms) [Either teach it yourself using the outline below 

or show the video sessions.] 

 

 Hand out the Week 7 OT Poetry & Wisdom Lyrics.  

 

 Play the new song—Poetry & Wisdom—for them to listen to.   

 

 Week 7 OT Matching Activity Poetry & Wisdom:  “Look at the Poetry & 

Wisdom song and match as quickly as you can the correct idea with the 

book or books in which it is found.  There are 25.  Let’s see who can get 

them all first.” 

 



Instructional Section for Week 7 

Are any of you suffering? 

Are any of you cheerful?
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Job and Psalms 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  [On the video, the opening illustration is a contrast between having to 

crawl in the crawl space under the house and watching fireworks on the roof.  The 

crawl space was an analogy for times when we are suffering and despairing and 

watching fireworks from the roof was an analogy for times when we are rejoicing 

and doing well.  Try to find something in your own experience that you can use as 

an analogy for times of suffering and times of rejoicing.  If you can’t find 

something; you can work with this specific analogy, as long as you don’t say that it 

is your own experience, unless, of course, you have had the same exact 

experience.] 

 

[Adjust to match your opening story]:  What a contrast between these two 

situations!  In life we are sometimes suffering in the crawl space under the 

ground and sometimes we are rejoicing on the roof.  And, of course, a lot of life 

is lived in the house in-between. 

 

Transition:  Are any of you suffering?  Are any of you cheerful?  Our title for 

this lesson on Job and Psalms is taken from James 5:13:  “Are any of you 
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 Our title is taken from James 5:13, “Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray.  Is anyone cheerful?  He 

is to sing praises.” 



suffering?  You should pray.  Are any of you cheerful?  You should sing praises” 

(translation mine).   

 

[Adjust if necessary]:  Today are you in the crawl space under the house, or are 

you rejoicing on the roof? 

 

The book of Job focuses on the first question.  The book of Psalms addresses 

both the first and the second questions. 

 

Question #1:  Are any of you suffering? 

 



Summary of Job: 

 

Our song walks us through the story of Job:  [...just walk through the words of the 

song and expound by memory if you can...] 

 

Job possessed integrity:  Job was a righteous man whom Satan wanted to see fall.   

 

Satan put him to a test after getting leave from God:  So he twice approached God 

and asked for permission to allow Job to suffer.  God twice gave permission, first 

in allowing everything that he cherished to be taken away and second to allow his 

physical body to be tormented with painful boils.   

 

Three “friends” said that Job was suffering for his own sins:  Three so-called 

“friends,” Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, try to convince Job that the reason he is 

suffering is because he has sinned. 

 

But Job maintains his righteous stand: Job counters that people don’t always suffer 

when they sin and some people who are suffering are not suffering as a result of 

sin. 

 

Young Elihu spoke:  A young man decides to speak up and give his piece part way 

through the book—some of which is different than the three so-called “friends” but 

other parts which seems really similar. 

 

But God’s word thundered last:  God finally speaks to Job out of a whirlwind and 

reasserts that he is God and that no humans have a right to question that. 

 

And God restored his life again:  At the end of the book, God vindicates Job and 

restores to him a great life that included restoration of his lost wealth and his health 

back. 

 

How should we approach suffering? 

 

Answer #1 from Job:  God often doesn’t tell us why we are suffering, though 

he does tell us that it isn’t always because of sin. 

 

He doesn’t tell us in the book of Job why we suffer. 

 

He does tell us that sin is not the only reason that people suffer—

which is one of the main points that Job was written.  He is countering 



the common assumption of his day that people always got exactly 

what they earned—prosperity if they were good and suffering if they 

sinned. 

 

But there are a variety of reasons that people suffer, including things 

that are happening in the spiritual realm that we cannot see. 

 

Still, at the end, when God speaks up and we are expecting him to 

give the final answer to why people suffer, he doesn’t simply give an 

answer. 

 

How should we approach suffering? 

 

Answer #2 from Job:  God wants us to trust in his wisdom even when we 

suffer. 

 

When God finally speaks, his answer is basically, “I know what I’m 

doing.  I’m the creator, and who are you to question it?” 

 

Job 38:36   “Who has put wisdom in the innermost being or given 

understanding to the mind?”  

 

Job 39:26  “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars, stretching 

his wings toward the south?” 

 

We have to trust in God’s sovereign wisdom. 

 

How should we approach suffering? 

 

An Answer from the book of Psalms:  God wants us to pray about our 

suffering. 

 

The book of Psalms is full of one type of psalm called a “lament.”  It 

is one of the most common types of Psalms.  The person speaking a 

lament lays out in the presence of the Lord what kinds of suffering 

he is experiencing—often with great emotion—pleads with God to 

help him, and usually expresses confidence that God will hear his 

prayer and help him.   

 



So, as James asks:  Are any of you suffering?  Bring your complaint 

and lay it out in the presence of the Lord.  Tell him what you are 

experiencing, ask him to help you, and express confidence that he will 

in fact hear your prayer.  

 

Illustration—adjust if necessary:  When I was in the crawl space 

under the house, a number of times I picked up my cell phone and 

called my wife, asking her to help me in some way—or banged on 

the floor and called really loud for help. 

 

How should we approach suffering? 

 

An Answer from the New Testament:  We can know that God does 

understand. 

 

For Christians, the most important answer to the problem of suffering 

is that God himself took on flesh in the person of Jesus Christ and 

suffered and died a horrible death on the cross, carrying all the sins of 

the humanity on his shoulders.   

 

Many times the problem that we’re having with God allowing us to 

suffer is not a philosophical problem, it is our assumption that God 

really doesn’t understand.  One of the things shown so brilliantly on 

the cross is that God does understand suffering and has willingly 

entered into it on our behalf. 

 

Transition [adjust if necessary]:  Sometimes we find ourselves in the crawl space 

under the house, and sometimes we are rejoicing while we watch the fireworks 

from the roof.  What should our response be in each situation? 

 

The answer is just like what James 5:13 says. 

 

James 5:13  “Are any of you suffering?  You should pray.  Are any of you 

cheerful?  You should sing praises” 

 



This brings us to Question #2:   Are any of you cheerful?  What should you do? 

 

The simple answer is that you should sing praises (James 5:17) 

 

If you want to learn how to praise and worship the Lord, there is no better 

place to go than the book of Psalms. 

 

Our song lays out the organization, the uses, the types of Psalms, and the 

authors of the Psalms: 

 

Organization of the Psalms 

 

“The Psalms, all 150, sectioned into five books…” 

 

ASK:  How many chapters are there in the book of Psalms? 

 

If you said “150,” that’s not quite right.  Technically there aren’t any 

chapters; there are just individual Psalms that are grouped together into one 

book. 

 

But there are five divisions of the Psalms, usually referred to as “books.”  

You’ll get a look at this on your homework. 

 

Uses of the Psalms 

 

“For festivals, and courts, and prayer” 

 

Some of the Psalms were used at times of festivals, some seemed to have 

more focus upon the king’s court, and, of course, they are used in various 

situations for prayer, both public and private (after they had been 

memorized). 

 

Types of Psalms 

 

“Hymns, 

Laments, and 

Confidence (psalms), 

Wisdom (psalms), and 

Remembrance (psalms), 

Royal (psalms), and 



Thanksgiving psalms” 

 

There are various types of psalms, see if you can identify some of their 

traits on your homework this week. 

 

Authors of the Psalms 

 

“Psalms of 

David (73 out of 150 psalms) 

Asaph (Psalms 50, 73-83) 

The ‘sons’ of Korah (Psalms 42-49; 84-85; 87-88) 

And other unknown worshipers” 

 

(Note:  There are also two by Solomon, four by Jeduthun, and one each to 

Heman, Etan, and Moses, and some with no name attached to them.) 

 

So, what should you do if you are cheerful?  You should rejoice by 

singing praises! 

 

The New Testament confirms that we should use the psalms in this way. 

 

Ephesians 5:18-20   And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 

dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father. 

 

[Adjust if necessary]:  And how should we relate to others who are either in 

the crawl space underneath the house or watching fireworks on the roof? 

 

Romans 12:15   Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 

who weep. 

 

If someone is rejoicing, don’t tell them to come into the crawl space with 

you.  In faith, rejoice with them!   

 

If someone is suffering, weep with them.  Don’t pour salt on their wounds 

by telling them to just get over it.   

 

And sometimes we need to do both at the same time.  



  

Closing Illustration:  [This will be a harder illustration to find.  Can you 

think of any times in your life where you have been rejoicing about 

something while at the same time you are suffering in some way?  This is a 

fairly common experience, but you may have to think hard to find an 

example from your life or someone you know.] 

 

Are any of you suffering?  You should pray.  Are any of you cheerful?  You should 

sing praises. 

 

Let’s close our time together by praying together one of the laments in the Psalms, 

Psalm 43:1-5.  It begins by crying out to God in the midst of suffering, but ends 

with an affirmation of trust.  I’ll pray it, line by line, and you pray it after me. 

 

Vindicate me, O God,  

and plead my case against an ungodly nation;  

O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man!   

For You are the God of my strength;  

why have You rejected me?  

Why do I go mourning  

because of the oppression of the enemy?   

O send out Your light and Your truth,  

let them lead me;  

Let them bring me to Your holy hill  

And to Your dwelling places.   

Then I will go to the altar of God,  

To God my exceeding joy;  

And upon the lyre I shall praise You, 

O God, my God.   

Why are you in despair, O my soul?  

And why are you disturbed within me?  

Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him,  

The help of my countenance and my God. 

 

Amen. 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 8 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the Poetry & 

Wisdom song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheets [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 8 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 8 OT Writing Activity [keep in front to hand out toward the end of 

class] 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Poetry & Wisdom song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and 

allow people to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their 

lyrics if they need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that 

can work as well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Take some time with the person next to you and one of you talk through Job 

and one of you talk through Psalms.  Just talk your way through the book. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Psalms.  “Draw a line under Psalms on your quiz 

template.  Your options are Genesis-Psalms.”   

 

1. In which book does Satan accuse a righteous human before God? [Job] 

2. Which book has as two of its main themes “grumblings” and 

“wanderings” [Numbers] 

3. One book begins with lots of genealogies [Chronicles.  Note that Genesis 

also has lots of genealogies, but it doesn’t start with it] 

4. Zerubbabel [Ezra-Nehemiah] 

5. There are lots of hymns in this book [Psalms] 

6. The story of David [Samuel or Chronicles] 

7. Deborah and Barak [Judges] 



8. Things get worse and worse until at the end of this book they are exiled 

from the land [Kings.  Some of the prophets are like this, too, but we 

haven’t gotten there yet in this program.] 

9. The Ten Commandments [Exodus (or Deuteronomy—but not in our 

songs)] 

10.   Joshua challenges them to consider whom they will serve [Joshua] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Job and Psalms.  

“Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you have about the 

books of Job and Psalms that came up while you were doing your 

homework.  Is there anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 8: What is true wisdom? (Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs) [Either teach it yourself using the outline below 

or show the video sessions.] 

 

 Week 8 OT Writing Activity 

 

Instructions:  Write two paragraphs, one for Job and one for Psalms out of 

your head.  (If you have to peek, you can.)  These are to be summaries of the 

contents of these books.  Suppose that you are writing an introduction to the 

Bible for someone who has never read the Bible before.  Explain what each 

book is about.  Use regular words that people who aren’t Christians can 

understand, and try not to use the words of the songs themselves, unless you 

are writing down someone’s name.  You’ll have about 5 minutes for each 

book; 10 minutes total. 

 

 Follow-up:  “Is there someone who would be willing to read what you wrote 

about Job?  Is there someone who would be willing to read what you wrote 

about Psalms?” 

 

 If time, sing through the Poetry & Wisdom song one more time.  [If not 

time, skip] 

 



 Reminder at end of class:  “You have three song verses to learn for next 

week rather than two.” 



Instructional Section for Week 8 

What is true wisdom? 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  The wisdom tradition shows itself throughout cultures and eras.  Here 

are a few proverbs.
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(African)  Confiding a secret to an unworthy person is like carrying grain in a bag 

with a hole. 

 

(Chinese)  Do not tear down the east wall to build the west. 

 

(Egyptian)  Because we focused on the snake, we missed the scorpion. 

 

(French)  He that spends more than he is worth spins a rope for his own neck. 

 

(Persian)  A gentle hand may lead even an elephant by a hair. 

 

(Arab)  Live together like brothers and do business like strangers. 

 

(Argentine)  The one who loves you will make you weep. 

 

(American)  If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen. 
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(Indian)  Call on God, but row away from the rocks. 

 

(Turkish)  Drop by drop a lake is formed. 

 

 

 

Today we want to spend a few minutes talking about wisdom literature in the 

Bible, focusing upon three books:  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs. 

 

What does Proverbs teach is true wisdom? 

 

Authorship:  “The Proverbs are collected from Solomon and others” 

 

Solomon (Proverbs 1:1; 10:1; 25:1) 

Others:  Agur (Proverbs 30:1), King Lemuel (31:1), a group referred to as 

“the wise” (22:17; 24:23). 

Unattributed:  Proverbs 1:8-9:18 and perhaps 31:10-31. 

 

Purpose:  “For wisdom on the road of life” 

 

The proverbs overlap with other wisdom traditions, as our introduction 

showed us.  The authors of the various proverbs borrowed freely from 

anything that was wise in the world 

 

Structure:   

“Early parts develop themes,” (Proverbs 1-9) 

“later an assortment of short and prudent principles” (Proverbs 10-29) 

 

So, what is true wisdom?  “The fear of the Lord is the start of wisdom, but fools 

despise discipline” (drawn from the key verse, Proverbs 1:7). 

 

To “fear” the Lord doesn’t mean simply to be afraid of him (though, 

considering the greatness of God, there is a proper fear that we must have).   

 

Derek Kidner describes the “fear” of the Lord with the words “worshipping 

submission.”
10
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 Derek Kidner, Proverbs, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Leicester, England and Downers Grove, Illinois: 

Inter-Varsity Press, 1964), 59. 



 

Summary:  Proverbs teaches that though there is practical wisdom available 

throughout all the cultures of the world, true and lasting wisdom starts with the 

worshipping and reverent submission to the Lord. 

 

A challenge from Proverbs 2:1-5 [challenge toward pursuing wisdom!]   

 

My son, if you will receive my words and treasure my commandments 

within you, make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to 

understanding; for if you cry for discernment, lift your voice for 

understanding; if you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden 

treasures; then you will discern the fear of the Lord and discover the 

knowledge of God.  (Proverbs 2:1-5) 

 

I have come across Christians who don’t pursue wisdom because they 

think God will always tell them precisely what to do.  I do think God 

sometimes guides us more specifically, but he also commands us to pursue 

wisdom.  If he were always to tell us specifically what to do in every 

situation, why would we pursue wisdom—God’s specific word would trump 

wisdom in every case.  So, we should pursue wisdom while still staying 

open to God sometimes being more specific in his guidance. 

 

What does Ecclesiastes teach is true wisdom? 

 

Authorship:  “Ecclesiastes shows us ‘the Preacher’ or ‘the Teacher’ teaching in the 

wisdom strain” (Ecclesiastes 1:1, 12) 

 

The first couple chapters of the book identify this “preacher” or “teacher” 

with “a son of David” who was “king in Jerusalem.” (1:1, 12, 16; 2:9).  

Many have considered this to be Solomon, and I think this is quite possible. 

 

Message:  “Vanity! Vapor!  Everything is meaningless, like hopelessly chasing the 

wind!” (Ecclesiastes 1:2) 

 

If Proverbs is mostly positive wisdom, teaching us how to walk along the 

road of life, Ecclesiastes is mostly skeptical wisdom, telling us which parts 

of life are a waste of time. 

 

The word translated as “meaningless” or “vanity” or “futile” in our 

translations is very literally “vaporousness.”  Everything is passing away, 



so pursuit of these things as the goal of our lives is a waste of time.  

Everything is fleeting. 

 

What are some of these things that are empty on their own apart from the 

fear of the Lord?  [read through these quickly—there is a verse list in the 

student notes].  “You can look these up again yourself later if you’d like.” 

 

2:1, 2, 10 laughter, fun, partying 

2:3  drugs, excessive alcohol consumption 

2:4-6 real estate 

2:8  money; immorality 

2:9  greatness 

2:12-15  wisdom, which is also ultimately meaningless apart from 

fearing God 

4:8 work 

5:10  money 

6:3-4  children 

6:6  long life 

6:11  many words 

6:15-17 righteousness and wickedness, that is righteous deeds without 

the fear of God. 

9:11 ability 

 

Understanding that Ecclesiastes is skeptical wisdom is really important for 

understanding the book.  Individual verses have to be read with that 

understanding.  Let me give you an example. 

 

Ecclesiastes 10:19 A feast is made for laughter, and wine makes life 

merry, and money is the answer to everything. 

 

Is this telling you that you should eat all you want, drink all you want, 

and depend upon money?  NO.  It is saying that these, too, are empty 

pursuits apart from the fear of the God and obedience to his 

commandments. 

 

So, what is true wisdom?  “If this is true, fear God and obey, for everything will 

pass away.” 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14  The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear 

God and keep his commandments, because this applies to every person.  For 



God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it 

is good or evil. 

 

Other places in the Bible occasionally bring the same perspective: 

 

1 Corinthians 6:13  Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but 

God will do away with both of them. 

 

Ecclesiastes rightly teaches us that many things that we pursue apart from 

God are fleeting, temporary, vaporous, ultimately meaningless.  True 

wisdom is only found in fearing God and keeping his commandments. 

 

Application:  This is a very important perspective.  We must live our lives in 

light of the fact that everything dies, withers and blows away.  We must live 

life in light of the fleetingness of life and of final judgment.  Then we 

won’t get too attached to the transitory cares now! 

 

What does Song of Songs teach is true wisdom? 

 

Opener: Some subjects are difficult to talk about.   

 

Illustration:  [Perhaps tell a story in which you felt uncomfortable…  But be 

discrete.  You don’t have to have a story here if you don’t have one.] 

 

Talking about Song of Songs is like that.  It is, for lack of a better word, 

“steamy.”  So I will use discretion as I talk about it.  For example, I won’t 

assign you parts to read aloud or make you discuss it in groups! 

 

Titles of the Book:  “‘Song of Songs’ or ‘Canticles,’ or the ‘Song of Solomon’” 

 

These are various titles that have been given to the book. 

 

Approaches to interpretation:  “Understood in different ways”: 

 

1. Allegorical approach:  “Often allegorically read by Jews and Christians of 

God’s love for his chosen ones.” 

 

Example:  Song of Songs 1:2-4   May he kiss me with the kisses of his 

mouth! For your love is better than wine.  Your oils have a pleasing 

fragrance, your name is like purified oil; therefore the maidens love you.  



Draw me after you and let us run together!  The king has brought me into his 

chambers.  We will rejoice in you and be glad; we will extol your love more 

than wine. 

 

Jewish allegory:  It is a picture of God’s love for Israel. 

 

The Jewish targums interpret this as a reference to the Exodus from 

Egypt.  God takes Israel away from Egypt and into God’s own 

chambers—that is, the Promised Land. 

 

Christian allegory:  It is a picture of God’s love for the church. 

 

  Why have people accepted an allegorical approach?  

   

Answer:  Because the book is simply too steamy for some people to 

believe that God would include it in his Word, and it has been difficult 

for many people in history to accept that God has a positive view of 

sex. 

   

The Problem with the allegorical approach:  The book itself never 

suggests such an approach. 

 

2. Dramatic approach (non-allegorical):  “Or simply as a drama”   

 

A lot of your Bibles divide up the sections into characters, writing in the 

margin words like “lover,” “beloved,” “friends.”  Those words are not in the 

Hebrew text; they are an interpretation.  I’m open to it, but I’m not sure it’s 

correct.
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3. Collection of love songs approach (non-allegorical):  “Or group of love 

songs celebrating human love” 

 

Like the books of Psalms and Proverbs, this book is a collection.  Whereas 

Psalms is a collection of worship poetry, and Proverbs is a collection of 

practical wisdom, the Song is a collection of love songs.  These would 

probably have been used around the time of a young girl’s wedding, sung 
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 Problems with the dramatic approach:  1) It is difficult to decide whether there are two or three main characters.  

A drama probably wouldn’t be so unclear.  2) Dramas are rarely found elsewhere in the Bible or in the Ancient Near 

East.  If an exception could be found, it would still be exceedingly uncommon. 



and chanted by the women who helped prepare her (or some other way in a 

marriage context).
12

 

 

The advantage of this approach is that there have been many such songs 

found in the literature of the ancient near east.
13

  Still, I’m not certain that 

it’s correct.  

 

There is no indication in the book itself that the allegorical approach is 

correct.  That is, the author doesn’t indicate anywhere that he wants us to read 

it this way.  This leaves us with either the dramatic approach or the love song 

approach. 

 

 

Summary:  So what is true wisdom? 

 

1. True wisdom includes practical lessons learned by observing the world 

(Proverbs). 

2. Most of what people pursue as wise is actually empty and futile 

(Ecclesiastes). 

3. It is wise and good to share intimacy with one’s wife or husband (Song of 

Songs) 

                                                 
12

 It must be in the context marriage; otherwise it is extremely difficult to see how it would have ended up in our 

biblical canon. 
13

 An example is the following poem found among the Egyptian papyri (Papyrus Harris 500—quoted in Dillard and 

Longman, An Introduction to the Old Testament [Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 262]).  Notice the similarities to the 

poems found in the “Song.”  Notice especially how often the beloved is called “sister” as in the Song and also the 

Poem’s frequent references to nature. 

 Sa’am plants are in it, 

 by which one is elevated in their presence. 

 I am your best sister. 

 (As for) me, behold I am like the Crown Lands 

 which I planted 

 with flowers and with all fragrant “hawat” plants. 

 Lovely is the water canal in it, 

 which your hand digs out 

 in order to refresh ourselves with the northwind. 

 A good place for my walking (is) there. 

 Your hand is in my hand. 

 My body is at ease. 

 My heart is joyful because of our journeying together. 

 Pomegranate-wine is my hearing your voice. 

 I live because I hear. 

 If I am seen in every glance, 

 it is more splendid for me than eating and drinking. 

 



4. But the beginning (or foundation) of all true wisdom is submissive and 

reverent worship of the Lord (Proverbs and Ecclesiastes).  Everything begins 

(Proverbs 1:7) and concludes (Ecclesiastes 12:13) there.  

 

I’d like to draw our responsive prayer for this section from verses scattered 

throughout 1 Corinthians 1.  Much of 1 Corinthians 1 focuses upon wisdom.  Let’s 

close our eyes and meditate on this as you repeat each line after me. 

 

Where is the wise man? 

Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

For indeed Jews ask for signs 

And Greeks search for wisdom 

But we preach Christ crucified 

To Jews a stumbling block 

And to Gentiles foolishness 

But to those who are the called 

Both Jews and Greeks 

Christ the power of God 

And the wisdom of God 

Because the foolishness of God 

Is wiser than men 

And the weakness of God 

Is stronger than men 

God has chosen the foolish things of the world 

To shame the wise 

God has chosen the weak things of the world 

To shame the strong 

So that no one may boast before God. 

But by his doing we are in Christ Jesus 

Who became to us wisdom from God 

And righteousness 

And sanctification 

And redemption. 

In the name of Jesus Christ our wisdom. 

 

Amen. 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 9 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for both the Poetry & 

Wisdom and the Prophets songs) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheets [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 9 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 9 OT Prophets Lyrics small for class [keep in front to hand out toward 

the end of class] 

 Week 9 OT Matching Activity Prophets [keep in front to hand out toward 

the end of class] 

 Week 9 OT Matching Activity Prophets (answer key) [for reference…don’t 

hand out] 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Poetry & Wisdom song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and 

allow people to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their 

lyrics if they need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that 

can work as well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quizzing with one another in pairs and threes for a few minutes in 

preparation for quiz 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Song of Songs.  Quizzed orally, giving questions twice—

no repeats.  “Draw a line under Song of Songs on your quiz template.  Your 

options are Genesis-Song of Songs.”   

 

1. The author of this book compares life to chasing after the wind 

[Ecclesiastes] 

2. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart.” 

[Deuteronomy] 

3. David is anointed king [Samuel or Chronicles] 



4. This book has often been read allegorically by Jews and Christians as 

if it were a picture of God’s love for his chosen ones [Song of Songs] 

5. They build a tabernacle, that is, a tent for worship (not to be confused 

with the temple!) [Exodus] 

6. The story of Solomon [Kings or Chronicles] 

7. The story of Samson [Judges] 

8. Three so-called “friends” come and offer advice while someone is 

experiencing suffering [Job] 

9. They rebuild the temple and walls of Jerusalem after the Exile [Ezra-

Nehemiah] 

10.  Esther delivers her people in Persia [Esther] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any 

questions you have about the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 

Songs that came up while you were doing your homework.  Is there anything 

that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 9:  Why read the prophets? (Isaiah and 

Jeremiah) [Either teach it yourself using the outline below or show the video 

sessions.] 

 

 Hand out the Week 9 OT Prophets Lyrics. 

 

 Play the new song—Prophets—for them to listen to.   

 

 Week 9 OT Matching Activity Prophets:  “Look at the Prophets song and 

match as quickly as you can the correct idea with the book or books in which 

it is found.  There are 25.  Let’s see who can get them all first.” 

 



Instructional Section for Week 9 

Why read the prophets? 

Isaiah and Jeremiah 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  [Tell about an experience where you felt really out of place.  It could be 

an experience in a foreign country or just somewhere where you didn’t feel like 

you belonged.] 

 

Today we move into a look at the Old Testament prophets.  The prophets can 

seem very foreign to us, especially if we are living in North America or Europe.  

There often seems to be a language and a cultural gap when we read them.  

Hopefully, this class will help you understand a little more  

where the prophets fit in,  

what their main themes are,  

what they have to do with Jesus, and  

what they have to do with us. 

 



Where do the prophets fit in with other things we’ve learned? 

 
Monarchy                                                            Assyrian Exile                    Babylonian Exile / Returns from Exile 

                                                                             (722 B.C.)                          (586 B.C.)            

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1000 B.C.                                                                                                                       500 B.C. 

 

Samuel……Kings……………………………………………………………….               

         Chronicles………………………………………………………………...........                 Ezra-Nehemiah 

 

Saul   David   Solomon 

                               Rehoboam                       Hezekiah   Manasseh   Josiah                 

                               Jeroboam I     Ahab 

 

                                                      Elijah        Isaiah                                   Jeremiah                Haggai        Malachi 

              Elisha       [Hosea     -      Zephaniah]       Ezekiel               Zechariah 

                                                                                                                         Daniel             

                                                                  

You can see on this chart that most of the prophets fit into the period of the kings 

of Israel and Judah before Jerusalem fell and the people were taken off into exile.  

A few were just before and during the time of the exile (Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 

Daniel).  And the last three books of the Old Testament were after the exile 

(Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi). 

 

You may want to refer back to this chart occasionally over the next couple of 

weeks as we talk about the prophets. 

 

What are the four main themes in the prophets? 

1. Rebellion toward God 

2. The judgment of God 

3. The grace of God 

4. The kingdom of God 

 

You will be helped a lot in your reading of the prophets if you remember that 

these four main themes are there.  Sometimes a shift from one or the other can 

come suddenly and sort of unexpectedly. 

 

Basically, the prophets were covenant-enforcers.  They held people accountable 

to the covenant that God had made with his people. 

 

Why read the prophets? 

 

1. Because people still rebel against God 

2. Because God is still a holy God who will judge sin 



3. Because God has richly provided grace 

4. Because the kingdom of God has started but isn’t fully here 

This is basically the chorus of the song we are just starting to learn, the Prophets 

Song:  “Rebellion toward God, the judgment of God, the grace of God, the 

kingdom of God.” 

 

Why read the prophets?  Let’s see what Isaiah says about this. 

 

Introduction to Isaiah: 

 

There is probably no more glorious or majestic book than Isaiah in the Old 

Testament.  On our first day together I asked you whether your view of 

God was too small.  Isaiah’s view of God was enormous. 

 

And the scope of this book is so large. 

 

Isaiah was a prophet of the eighth century B.C.   The first half of the 

book (chapters, 1-35) focuses upon the coming invasion of Assyria, the 

main world power of the time.  Isaiah warned of the impending doom of the 

northern kingdom of Israel and exhorted them to repent from their sin and 

idolatry. 

 

There are four historical chapters in the middle of the book, chapters 36-

39.  They transition the focus from the northern kingdom of Israel to the 

southern kingdom of Judah.  They describe in detail what happened in the 

southern kingdom of Judah during the reign of Hezekiah when the king of 

Assyria decided to attack that kingdom as well.  These chapters tell of God’s 

deliverance. 

 

The second half of the book is perhaps the grandest section in all of the Old 

Testament, chapters 40-66.   The second half of the book is a prophetic 

message to those who in the future would be taken into captivity by 

Babylon, the world power that took over from the Assyrians.  God gives 

words of encouragement, hope, promise, and challenge to those who will 

be taken into captivity in the future. 

 

Why read the prophets?  The answer from Isaiah: 

 

1. Because God is still a God of glory (“Isaiah saw God’s glory”) 



2. Because God still judges sin (“Warned Assyria would come” “in the midst 

of many woes”) 

3. Because God has sent “Immanuel,” which means “God with us.”  (“A 

promise of Immanuel”) 

4. Because God still delivers his people (“Hezekiah’s rescue”) 

5. Because God never breaks his promises (“Hope of leaving Babylon”) 

6. Because God has provided a way of redemption through the suffering 

servant (“The suffering and the glory of the Servant”) 

 

What does Jeremiah say about this question?  Why should we read the prophets? 

 

Intro to Jeremiah: 

 

Jeremiah prophesied in the final period before Jerusalem and the southern 

kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians.  They were past the point of no-return 

and God was surely going to bring about the destruction of Jerusalem and take 

people into exile.  So God told Jeremiah to announce to the leaders in Jerusalem 

that they needed to give themselves up to the Babylonians.  This made him very 

unpopular.  They viewed him as a traitor. 

 

As a result, he suffered a huge amount for the message he proclaimed.  Moreover, 

his sufferings were not only external, they were internal as well.  He felt his 

sufferings very deeply.  

 

He lived to see the destruction of Jerusalem, and tradition says that the book of 

Lamentations was Jeremiah weeping over the city after the destruction of the 

city by the Babylonian army. 

  

Why read the prophets?  The answer from Jeremiah 

1. Because God still sometimes allows his servants to suffer while on the 

mission to which they are called (“Jeremiah suffered for the message he 

proclaimed”) 

2. Because God will not tolerate unrepentant sin and idolatry (“God will not 

deliver you; give up to Babylon.  Jerusalem will be destroyed”) 

3. Because God will institute a new covenant (“A new covenant will come”) 

4. Because God still hears us when we call out to him in our suffering (“In 

Lamentations, weeping by the city”) 

 

Lamentations 3:17-23  My soul has been rejected from peace; I have 

forgotten happiness.  So I say, "My strength has perished, and so has my 



hope from the Lord."  Remember my affliction and my wandering, the 

wormwood and bitterness.  Surely my soul remembers and is bowed down 

within me.  This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope.  The Lord’s 

lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for his compassions never fail.  They 

are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

 

What do the authors of the New Testament say about this? 

 

They quote from the prophets all the time!  They certainly thought they were 

important!  The most quoted of all the prophets of the New Testament is Isaiah. 

 

Why read the prophets?  The answer from the authors of the New Testament:  

  

1. Because the prophets point us toward the coming of Messiah Jesus. 

 

Matthew 1:18-23 (quoting Isaiah 7:14)   Now the birth of Jesus Christ 

was as follows: when his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy 

Spirit.  And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting 

to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly.  But when he had 

considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; 

for the child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  She 

will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins."  Now all this took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall be 

with child and shall bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.” 

 

2. Because the prophets point us toward the suffering and death of Messiah 

Jesus. 

 

1 Peter 2:21-24 (quoting Isaiah 53:9)   For you have been called for this 

purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 

you to follow in his steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit 

found in his mouth; and while being reviled, he did not revile in return; 

while suffering, he uttered no threats, but kept entrusting himself to him 

who judges righteously; and he himself bore our sins in his body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by his 

wounds you were healed. 



 

3. Because the prophets point toward the New Covenant instituted by the death 

of Messiah Jesus. 

 

Hebrews 10:14-23 (quoting Jeremiah 31:33-34)   For by one offering 

he [Jesus] has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  And the 

Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, “This is the covenant 

that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord:  I will put 

my laws upon their heart, and on their mind I will write them,” he 

then says, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no 

more.”  Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no 

longer any offering for sin.  Therefore, brethren, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 

living way which he inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, 

and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near 

with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful… 

 

I hope that this introduction to the prophets will help you feel a little less like you 

are walking into foreign territory and much more like you are entering the presence 

of people of God who care about holiness, God’s glory, God’s grace, and his 

kingdom. 

 

Our prayer of response will be drawn from Lamentations 3:21-32, a section we 

read a bit of a few minutes ago.  I will read a line and you repeat it after me.  

Please bow your heads with me. 

 

 

This I recall to my mind,  

Therefore I have hope.  
 

The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,  

For his compassions never fail.  
 

They are new every morning;  

Great is your faithfulness.  
 

"The Lord is my portion," says my soul,  

"Therefore I have hope in Him."  
 

The Lord is good to those who wait for Him,  

To the person who seeks Him.  
 



It is good that he waits silently  

For the salvation of the LORD.  
 

It is good for a man  

that he should bear the yoke in his youth.  
 

Let him sit alone and be silent  

Since he has laid it on him.  
 

Let him put his mouth in the dust,  

Perhaps there is hope.  
 

Let him give his cheek to the smiter,  

Let him be filled with reproach.  
 

For the Lord will not reject forever,  
 

For if he causes grief,  

Then he will have compassion  

According to his abundant lovingkindness. 

 

Great is your faithfulness, oh Lord. 

Amen 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 10 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the Prophets song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheets [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 10 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Week 10 OT Writing Activity [keep in front to hand out toward the end of 

class] 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Prophets song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow people 

to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics if they 

need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can work as 

well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 “Take a few minutes with the person next to you and quiz each other.  Focus 

especially on recent sections.” 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Lamentations.  “Draw a line under Lamentations on your 

quiz template.  Your options are Genesis-Lamentations.”   

 

1. Which prophet we have learned about so far warned about a coming 

invasion of Assyria? [Isaiah] 

2. Which book has sometimes been interpreted as a collection of love 

songs? [Song of Songs] 

3. Ahab [Kings] 

4. This prophet told them that they should give themselves up to the 

Babylonians [Jeremiah] 

5. 10 spies gave a bad report; 2 spies gave a good report [Numbers] 

6. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” [Proverbs] 

7. Zerubbabel [Ezra-Nehemiah] 



8. In this book Moses challenges the people to keep the covenant 

[Deuteronomy] 

9. The Great Flood during the time of Noah [Genesis] 

10.   This prophet suffered a lot for the message he delivered [Jeremiah] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

and Lamentations.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you 

have about the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations that came up 

while you were doing your homework.  Is there anything that you would like 

to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 10: Can God be trusted? (Ezekiel and Daniel)  

[Either teach it yourself using the outline below or show the video sessions.] 

 

 Week 10 OT Writing Activity 

Instructions:  Write two paragraphs, one for Isaiah and one for 

Jeremiah/Lamentations out of your head.  (If you have to peek, you can.)  

These are to be summaries of the contents of these books.  Suppose that you 

are writing an introduction to the Bible for someone who has never read the 

Bible before.  Explain what each book is about.  Use regular words that 

people who aren’t Christians can understand, and try not to use the words of 

the songs themselves, unless you are writing down someone’s name.  You’ll 

have about 5 minutes for each book; 10 minutes total. 

 

 Follow-up:  “Is there someone who would be willing to read what you wrote 

about Isaiah?  Is there someone who would be willing to read what you 

wrote about Jeremiah/Lamentations?” 

 

 If time, sing through the Prophets song one more time.  [If not time, skip] 



Instructional Section for Week 10 

Can God be trusted? 

Ezekiel and Daniel 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener #1:  [Relate a situation where you planned to meet someone somewhere, 

but that the person you arranged to meet didn’t show up.]   ASK:  Is God like that?  

Can God be trusted? 

 

Opener #2:  [Relate a situation where you started doing something because you felt 

like God wanted you to do it, but then everything went wrong or became very 

difficult and you had to wrestle with the question of whether God could be trusted.]  

ASK:  Can God be trusted? 

 

 

Introduction to Ezekiel and Daniel: 

 

Ezekiel and Daniel are the two main prophets of the exile.  You will remember at 

the end of the books of Kings, God allowed Jerusalem to be destroyed by the 

Babylonians and the people of Judah to be transferred as exiles to Babylon.  That 

was the big exile [587/586 B.C.]. 

 

But there were two earlier exiles as the king of Babylon began to put increasing 

pressure on the land of Judah.  About 20 years before the destruction of Jerusalem 

one of the most important battles in history was fought, the battle of Carchemish 

on the Euphrates River (in 605 B.C.),.  It was a battle between the rising world 

power, Babylon, on the one side, and the other two great world powers, Assyria 



and Egypt, on the other side.  Babylon overwhelmingly defeated Assyria and 

Egypt and became the dominant power of the area.  When they pushed their 

victory south, the Babylonians invaded Judah and took the nobles and many of the 

leading families from Jerusalem.  Daniel was taken with this first of three groups 

that were taken into exile.  Less than 10 years later—10 or so years before the 

final deportation (in 597 B.C.), the Babylonians again attacked Judah after a 

rebellion and a second wave was taken off to Babylon.  The young priest named 

Ezekiel was in this group.  So both Daniel and Ezekiel were in Babylon before the 

destruction of Jerusalem.  Both of them prophesied before and after the big 

destruction of Jerusalem and the great deportation of people to Babylon. 

 

So, can God be trusted? 

 

Let’s begin with the four main themes of the prophets, all four of which play a 

part in Ezekiel and Daniel: 

 

We won’t focus at all on the first theme, since it relates to people.  All we can 

say about that is: 

 

People can’t be trusted:  Rebellion toward God 

 

Now, let’s focus on the other three main themes:  1) The judgment of God, 2) 

The grace of God, 3) The kingdom of God. 

 

1. God can be trusted to judge sin:  The judgment of God 

 

[Throughout this section sprinkle in the question:  “Can God be trusted to 

judged sin?”] 

 

Examples from Ezekiel and Daniel: 

 

In Ezekiel:  Ezekiel’s early exile made him speak from Babylon 

 

Ezekiel was taken along with quite a few other captives off to 

Babylon and never was able to go back again to Jerusalem.  

  

In Ezekiel:  He saw the vision of the wheels 

 

Ezekiel saw this amazing vision of the glory of God which he could 

only describe as wheels within wheels.  Language was not adequate 



for him to describe this.  The point is to show that God is wholly other 

than us; completely separate from our sin, and just in judging sin. 

  

In Ezekiel:  Used stories and visual signs 

 

More than any other Old Testament prophet, Ezekiel used all sorts of 

creative teaching techniques.   

 

He pointed out the sin of the people by comparing to a useless vine or 

to an unfaithful lover.   

 

He built up little models of Jerusalem and then set siege to the city 

predicting that God would do that to Jerusalem. 

 

Even the death of his wife God used as a sign to the people. 

 

They were warning of the judgment that was coming because of sin. 

 

In Ezekiel:  He warned Jerusalem would fall 

 

Even from his place in exile in Babylon, he told them that Jerusalem 

would fall.  The people didn’t believe that the holy city and 

Jerusalem could ever be touched, but Ezekiel warned them 

otherwise. 

 

In Daniel:  King Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams 

 

Daniel was taken into service of the king of Babylon and trained as a 

wise-man in his court.  He quickly rose up through the ranks.  But a 

couple times (chs. 2-4) he had to interpret the king’s dreams, both 

of which related to coming judgment, against nations first, and against 

king Nebuchadnezzar second. 

 

In Daniel:  A written wall  

 

Later in Daniel’s life he was brought before co-regent Belshazzar and 

interpreted handwriting on the wall that God put there as imminent 

judgment against the nation of Babylon by the Medo-Persian empire. 

 

In Daniel:  Daniel’s dreams and visions 



 

Daniel himself had many dreams and visions, some of which related 

to coming judgment. 

 

In Daniel:  And North and South in conflict 

 

Daniel foresaw times ahead when there would be great shifts in power 

as God showed that he was the one who raised up and deposed kings. 

 

So, can God be trusted to judge sin? 

 

All of these show that God can be trusted.  He will definitely punish sin. 

 

2. God can be trusted to show his grace:  The grace of God 

 

[Throughout this section regularly ask: “Can God be trusted to show his 

grace?”] 

 

Examples from Ezekiel and Daniel: 

 

In Ezekiel:  When it did [after Jerusalem fell] he changed his tone 

 

Ezekiel prophesied that Jerusalem would fall, and most of his 

messages before the fall of Jerusalem are quite serious and alarming.  

But after the fall of Jerusalem, he began to prophesy far more about 

God’s grace.  The tone of the book changes dramatically after the fall 

of Jerusalem. 

 

In Daniel:  Daniel’s group refused the food 

 

Daniel, along with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (their 

Babylonian names) were taken in the first wave of exiles and trained 

to be part of the king’s court.  But they ate vegetables instead of 

breaking the Lord’s commands not to eat the unclean foods of the 

surrounding nations, and God showed his grace to them in making 

them healthy and giving them favor in the eyes of those who were 

grooming them. 

 

In Daniel:  A fiery stove 

 



This is usually referred to as the fiery furnace.  Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abed-nego were thrown into a white-hot furnace of fire because 

they refused to bow down to the king’s idolatrous statue.  God rescued 

them and showed his grace to them. 

 

In Daniel:  and time in a lion’s den 

 

At the very end of Daniel’s life when he was an old man, God again 

gave him favor in the sight of another ruler, king Darius, who was part 

of the Medo-Persian empire.  But those who were jealous about his 

favor in the eyes of the king got him thrown into a pit of lions for 

continuing to pray every day despite the king’s edict.  God showed his 

grace in rescuing him from the mouth of the lions. 

 

Can God be trusted to show grace? 

 

Yes, all of these examples show that God can be trusted to show grace. 

 

3. God can be trusted to establish his kingdom:  The kingdom of God 

 

[Throughout this section, sprinkle in the question:  “Can God be trusted to 

establish his kingdom?”] 

 

Examples from Ezekiel and Daniel: 

 

In Ezekiel:  Dry bones revived 

 

In Ezekiel 37, Ezekiel sees a vision of dry bones that come back to 

life.  He explains the vision: 

 

Ezekiel 37:11-14  
 
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are 

the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up 

and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’  Therefore 

prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will 

open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, my 

people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel.  Then you will 

know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves and caused 

you to come up out of your graves, my people.  I will put my Spirit 

within you and you will come to life, and I will place you on your 



own land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done 

it,” declares the Lord.’” 

 

It was a vision of God restoring the people and returning them 

from exile, which we know started during the time of Zerubbabel, 

Ezra, and Nehemiah. 

 

In Ezekiel:  And a glorious future temple! 

 

In chapters 40-43 and beyond, Ezekiel saw a vision of an enormous 

temple that pointed toward the rebuilding of the temple that had been 

destroyed when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. 

  

In Daniel:  And ‘one like a son of man’ 

 

In Daniel 7, Daniel saw a vision of God—the Ancient of Days—and 

then one came up to him. 

 

Daniel 7:13-14   I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with 

the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and he came 

up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.  And to Him 

was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, 

nations and men of every language might serve him. His dominion is 

an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and his kingdom is 

one which will not be destroyed. 

 

He is looking ahead to a glorious future Messiah who will be the ruler 

of kingdoms.  Early Christians following the lead of Jesus himself 

pointed to this passage as Jesus being the Messiah.  It was an 

important text for early Christians. 

 

Jesus himself quoted from this text at his farce of a trial before he 

was put to death.   

 

Matthew 26:62-64  The high priest stood up and said to him, “Do you 

not answer? What is it that these men are testifying against you?”  But 

Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the 

living God, that you tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of 

God.”  Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell 



you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 

of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

In Daniel:  Seventy weeks 

 

Finally, there is the seventy weeks prophecy (or prophecy of the 

seventy sevens) of Daniel 9 where the Messiah and his coming is 

predicted. 

 

Can God be trusted? 

 

Yes, God has shown that he can be trusted by fulfilling his promises.  Which 

promises? 

 

1. That he would return the people to the land (initial fulfillment in 

Ezra-Nehemiah). 

2. That he would rebuild the temple (initial fulfillment in Ezra-

Nehemiah). 

3. That Messiah would come and establish his kingdom (Seen in the 

entire New Testament.) 

 

ASK:  Have you ever felt like an exile in this world?  Do you wonder how you can 

trust God in the midst of it all? 

 

God can be trusted.  One of the main things we can get from the prophets such as 

Ezekiel and Daniel is that we come to a much greater and deeper appreciation for 

the truth that God can indeed be trusted.  He keeps his promises. 

 

He isn’t like someone who promises to show up for a planned meeting but doesn’t 

show up.  

 

He isn’t like a parent who promised to spend time with you but didn’t. 

 

He is a faithful God who can be trusted to punish sin, to show his grace, and to 

establish his kingdom. 

 

The New Testament takes the theme of exile and applies it to the people of God in 

the midst of the world. 

 



James 1:1-4  James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 

the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.  Consider it all joy, 

my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so 

that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

 

1 Peter 2:11-12   Beloved, I urge you as foreigners and strangers to abstain 

from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  Keep your behavior 

excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you 

as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, 

glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 

Illustration:  [Return to your opener where you shared about a time in your own 

life where it got really difficult and you struggled with the question of whether 

God can be trusted.  Explain some of the process and how you came to a place of 

resolution in your heart.] 

 

A prayer of response from Daniel 7:9-14 

 

Ancient of Days 

You sit on a throne ablaze with flames 

Its wheels are a burning fire 

A river of fire is flowing from it 

Thousands upon thousands attend you 

Myriads stand before you 

You, Ancient of Days 

Have given to the Son of Man 

Dominion, glory, and a kingdom 

That all peoples and nations 

Might serve him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

Which will not pass away 

And his kingdom is one 

That will never be destroyed. 

 

In the name of Jesus, the Anointed Son of Man, 

Amen 

 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 11 

 

Bring: 

 Recorded or live music (some way to play the music for the Prophets song) 

 Bible 

 Attendance Sheets [put by door with pen for people to sign in as they come 

in] 

 Quiz Templates [put by door for people to pick up as they come in] 

 Week 11 OT Student Notes [put by door for people to pick up as they come 

in] 

 Jeopardy set up (either on computer—download from website—or drawn on 

whiteboard) 

 

Class Layout: 

 

 Open with Prophets song.  [Just play the pre-recorded song and allow people 

to sing along as they wish.  Tell them that they can look at their lyrics if they 

need to.  If you prefer to use a live instrument like a guitar, that can work as 

well.] 

 

 Lead in prayer. 

 

 Quizzing in pairs and threes for a few minutes in preparation for the quiz. 

 

 Quiz over Genesis-Daniel.  Quizzed orally, giving questions twice—no 

repeats.  “Draw a line under Daniel on your quiz template.  Your options are 

Genesis-Daniel.”   

1. Three so-called “friends” said that the reason he was suffering must 

have been because he sinned. [Job] 

2. They rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem that had been destroyed. [Ezra-

Nehemiah] 

3. This prophet saw a vision of God that he described as “wheels within 

wheels.” [Ezekiel] 

4. The “sons of Korah” wrote of few sections of this book. [Psalms] 

5. Instructions about which foods are clean and which are not. 

[Leviticus] 

6. King David takes over Jerusalem and begins to rule from there. 

[Samuel or Chronicles] 



7. King Nebuchadnezzar has dreams that he needs to have interpreted. 

[Daniel] 

8. Deborah and Barak. [Judges] 

9. “Everything is meaningless.” [Ecclesiastes] 

10. Joshua challenges the people to declare whether they will serve the 

Lord. [Joshua] 

 

 Quiz Grading:  “Let’s see how you did.  Grade your own paper.”  [Read 

back through each question and then give them the answers.]  “Put the 

correct number out of ten on the top of the page and hand it in to me.” 

 

 Questions and Answers from your reading in the books of Ezekiel and 

Daniel.  “Let’s spend a few minutes discussing any questions you have about 

the books of Ezekiel and Daniel that came up while you were doing your 

homework.  Is there anything that you would like to discuss?” 

 

 Instructional Section for Week 11: Do we dare to hope? (The Twelve: 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habbakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)  [Either teach it yourself using the outline 

below or show the video sessions.] 

 

 Play Jeopardy:  Use computer with data projector or hand-write a chart on a 

white board. 

 

If you are handwriting the game on a board, this is what it should look like: 

 

Places People Perspectives Predicaments Prophets 

100 100 100 100 100 

200 200 200 200 200 

300 300 300 300 300 

400 400 400 400 400 

500 500 500 500 500 

 

Instructions for Jeopardy:   

o I will count you off into [four] groups.  [Note:  Just count people off 

“1” “2” “3” “4”, or however many groups you decide to have.  You 

can do this with as few as two groups or as many as you want.  

Perhaps have four, five, or six people in the group.  After you have 



counted them off, have them move to sit with the other people who 

received the same group number.] 

o Please choose one person from your group who doesn’t mind doing 

addition and subtraction to keep track of the score for your group. 

o Each of you will have a turn.  When you are the next person in your 

group, please stand up. 

o You must take your turn when it comes. 

o I will allow the team that won the previous round to choose the next 

category and point amount. 

o I will read the question/display it on the screen.  As soon as you know 

the answer, clap.  [If I’m reading it, I will stop reading and you can 

answer the question.  If I’m displaying it on the screen, you will 

already be able to see it all.]  If you are correct in your answer, you 

will receive the number of points available.  If you are incorrect, you 

will lose that same number of points.   

o You have five seconds to answer after you have clapped. 

o Your team members can help you. 

o As soon as you have said your answer, if it is incorrect, you will lose 

the point value. 

o Also, as soon as you have said your answer, if it is incorrect, another 

person standing from another team can clap and answer correctly and 

gain the points. 

o The correct answer will always be a book of the Bible. 

o While we play the game, test yourself to see if you know the answer 

to the question we are asking. 

 

Jeopardy Questions for Week 11:  Genesis-Malachi  [Note:  There will 

only be one or two questions that come out of the Minor Prophets—these 

are just to see if people have picked them up from the teaching time.]  

 

 

(Places for 100) God tells them that they will wander in the desert for 40 

years [Numbers] 

 

(Places for 200) This prophet’s early exile made it so that his message of 

the coming destruction of Jerusalem was spoken from Babylon [Ezekiel] 

 

(Places for 300)  The town of Ai [Joshua] 

 

(Places for 400) The plagues of Egypt [Exodus] 



 

(Places for 500)  Jeroboam led 10 tribes of Israel to split off from Judah 

which was ruled by Rehoboam [Kings] 

 

(People for 100)  Satan put this person to a test [Job] 

 

(People for 200)  Abraham   [Genesis] 

 

(People for 300) Samson [Judges] 

 

(People for 400)  He foretold a locust plague [Joel] 

 

(People for 500)  Manasseh [Kings] 

 

(Perspectives for 100)  This book is a collection of writings from 

Solomon and others and focuses on wisdom [Proverbs] 

 

(Perspectives for 200)  Life can be like hopelessly chasing after the wind 

[Ecclesiastes] 

 

(Perspectives for 300)  The prophecy of the seventy weeks [Daniel] 

 

(Perspectives for 400)  “If my people who are called by my name will 

humble themselves and pray…” [Chronicles] 

 

(Perspectives for 500)  This book has sometimes been read as a collection 

of love songs [Song of Songs] 

 

(Predicaments for 100)  Everyone complains when the spies bring back a 

bad report [Numbers] 

 

(Predicaments for 200)  They didn’t have food, so God brought them 

manna in the desert [Exodus] 

 

(Predicaments for 300)  They had to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem [Ezra-

Nehemiah] 

 

(Predicaments for 400)  In this book, a prophet is lamenting over fallen 

Jerusalem [Lamentations] 

 



(Predicaments for 500)  This prophet used lots of visual images and 

stories and analogies [Ezekiel] 

 

(Prophets for 100)  This prophet interpreted the handwriting on the wall 

[Daniel] 

 

(Prophets for 200)  This prophet promised that Immanuel would come 

[Isaiah] 

 

(Prophets for 300)  This prophet’s unfaithful wife was compared to the 

unfaithfulness of Israel [Hosea] 

 

(Prophets for 400)  This prophet promised that God would judge the 

nation of Edom [Obadiah] 

 

(Prophets for 500)  This prophet’s message helped encourage the people 

to rebuild Jerusalem [Haggai or Zechariah] 

 

 Announce at the end:  “Next week there is only the exam for the class.  

There will be 50 questions on the exam; it will be set up exactly like the 

quizzes you have been taking except that the questions will be written rather 

than given orally.  I need a show of hands of how many of you are planning 

to take the test so I have an idea of how many tests I need to print.  There 

will be an OT Fluency certificate to anyone who gets 40 out of 50 questions 

correct—that is 80% on the test.” 

 

 



Instructional Section for Week 11 

Do we dare to hope? 

The Twelve: 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habbakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

 

[Note to speaker:  You are welcome to make adjustments to this message in any 

way you think is necessary or helpful in your setting as long as you stay rooted in 

the Bible.  You are free to use the message exactly as it presently stands—except 

to insert personal stories and illustrations when needed—or you can draw upon 

parts of it and bring in any other issues you think need to be included that are not 

included here.  The goal of this instructional section of each class is to introduce 

key themes that are important both for the biblical books under discussion and for 

understanding the overall message of the Bible.] 

 

[Note:  Some words have been bolded to aid you in speaking.  If you familiarize 

yourself with your message before you speak it—even practice it ahead of time—

you won’t have to just read it.  This will help your listeners.  The bolded words 

will help you achieve this aim.] 

 

Opener:  Reading through the prophets, including the 12 minor prophets, can 

sometimes feel like you are listening to one of those good news/bad news jokes:  

You know: 

 

 Good news:  A man was riding on an airplane. 

 Bad news:  He fell out. 

 Good news:  He was wearing a parachute. 

 Bad news:  It didn’t open. 

 Good news:  There was a haystack below. 

 Bad news:  There was a pitchfork in the haystack. 

 Good news:  He missed the pitchfork. 

 Bad news:  He missed the haystack. 

 

In the prophets, there is lots of bad news, and there’s lots of good news.  The bad 

news is that: 

1. People rebel against God 

2. God is going to judge their sin 

 



The good news is that: 

1. God keeps showing his grace 

2. God is committed to establishing his kingdom. 

 

Rebellion toward God,  

the judgment of God,  

the grace of God,  

the kingdom of God. 

 

And these four themes continue to run through the 12 minor prophets. 

 

By the way, in most ancient lists of the books of the Bible, these minor prophets 

are simply referred to as “The Twelve.”  They circulated together.  As a group, 

they are about as long as one of the major prophets, like Isaiah, Jeremiah, or 

Ezekiel. 

 

You can see on the chart that some of the prophets prophesied before the exile in 

586 B.C., and some after the exile.  Some of their prophecies focused on either 

Israel and/or Judah while some focused on the surrounding nations. 

 

 
Prophecy focused primarily on 

Israel and/or Judah 

Before the Exile 

Prophecy focused primarily on 

another nation 

Before the Exile 

Prophecy directed toward 

Israel 

After the Exile 

Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 

Micah 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Obadiah (Edom) 

Jonah (Assyria) 

Nahum (Assyria) 

 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 

 

Let’s ask each of these prophets the question that is driving us today:  Do we dare 

to hope? 

 

One of the most striking things that happens in the 12 Minor Prophets is that 

though they focus on coming judgment, at the end of their writings there is almost 

always a message of hope before they close.  I wish we could read through all of 

those together.  Be sure when you read through the Twelve on your own, that you 

pay attention to the endings, which are sometimes so dramatic. 

 



Have you ever been in a place of darkness where you weren’t sure whether you 

dared even to hope?  

 

Illustration:  [Mention someone you know who has gone through incredible 

suffering.]  ASK:  What about someone like him?  Did he dare to hope?  My friend 

did hope.  But on what basis?  Do we dare to hope?   

 

The minor prophets are a wonderful place to go to answer this question.  Let’s ask 

each of these prophets in turn, and see what they say: 

 

Let’s ask Hosea:  Hosea, do we dare to hope? 

Hosea responds:  Though you have been unfaithful like my wife was unfaithful to 

me and went after other lovers, yet God will be faithful to you.  He says: 

 

Hosea 2:14-15   Therefore, behold, I will allure her, bring her into the 

wilderness and speak kindly to her.  Then I will give her vineyards from 

there, and the valley of Achor as a door of hope. And she will sing there as 

in the days of her youth, as in the day when she came up from the land of 

Egypt. 

 

Hosea says:  Yes, you should dare to hope.  Even if you’ve been unfaithful 

to him.  God promises explicitly that he can open to you a door of hope. 

 

Let’s ask Joel:  Joel, do we dare to hope? 

Joel responds:  Though your land has been devasted by locusts and will yet be 

devastated again by locusts if you will not repent, yet I promise one day to pour 

out my Spirit upon you. 

 

Joel 2:28-29   It will come about after this that I will pour out my Spirit on 

all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will 

dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on the male and 

female servants I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

 

You know, the apostle Peter quoted these verses on the Day of Pentecost 

when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the apostles. 

 

Joel, do we dare to hope?  Joel says Absolutely!  Whether you have been 

devastated physically or financially, you can hope.  Besides, God has given 

his Holy Spirit to you! 

 



 

Let’s ask Amos:  Amos, do we dare to hope? 

Amos responds:  Though you have oppressed the poor and the needy and will be 

taken into captivity as a result, there is a day in the future when I will restore you: 

 

Amos 9:11, 14-15   In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, and 

wall up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days 

of old…Also I will restore the captivity of my people Israel, and they will 

rebuild the ruined cities and live in them; they will also plant vineyards and 

drink their wine, and make gardens and eat their fruit.  I will also plant them 

on their land, and they will not again be rooted out from their land which I 

have given them," says the Lord your God. 

 

Did you know that the apostle James in Acts 15 quoted these verses at the 

great Jerusalem council when they were wrestling through the relationship 

of Jews and Gentiles in the early church? 

 

So, Amos, is there reason to hope?  Amos replies:  There definitely is.  God 

has raised up David’s fallen tent.  God knows what he is doing. 

 

Let’s ask Obadiah:  Obadiah, do we dare to hope? 

Obadiah responds:  The nation of Edom—the descendents of Esau who despised 

his birthright—have been arrogant and violent and will be judged.  This judgment 

is itself a vindication of the justice of God.   

 

But, says Obadiah: 

 

Obadiah 1:17, 21  But on Mount Zion there will be those who escape, and it 

will be holy. And the house of Jacob will possess their possessions…The 

deliverers will ascend Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esau, and the 

kingdom will be the Lord’s. 

 

Yes, you have reason to hope, say Obadiah; God will bring his justice 

against those who oppress you. 
 

Let’s ask Jonah:  Jonah, do we dare to hope? 

Jonah responds:  Well, I was a little slow on figuring it out.  I was sent to declare 

a coming destruction on Nineveh, the capital city of the wicked Assyrian empire.  

But I knew that God was a gracious God, so I tried to flee from God on a ship 

headed toward Tarshish.  But God sent a big storm and after three days in the 



stomach of a big fish, I realized I couldn’t escape God.  After getting vomited up 

on the shore I preached to the Assyrians that God was going to overthrow the city 

of Nineveh in 40 days.  (I must have looked pretty scary after coming out of the 

belly of a fish!—think about that one!)  When the Assyrians repented and God 

chose not to destroy the city, I was angry at God.  Besides, he had sent a worm to 

eat the plant that was giving me shade!—of all things!  God’s response to me 

shows that there is hope, even for people like the evil Assyrians when they repent. 

 

Jonah 4:10-11  Then the Lord said, “You had compassion on the plant for 

which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came 

up overnight and perished overnight.  Should I not have compassion on 

Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do 

not know the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many 

animals?" 

 

Absolutely, there is reason to hope, and Jonah offered his book as a 

testimony to that hope, despite his reluctance as a participant in the story. 

 

Let’s ask Micah:  Micah, do we dare to hope? 

Micah responds:  My message, like that of Isaiah who ministered at the same time 

as I did, was a message of judgment.  They had a false sense of security, not 

realizing that judgment was imminent.  Still, I knew that God would be faithful to 

his age-old promises and my book is sprinkled with these words of hope.  Here’s 

one you’re probably familiar with. 

 

Micah 5:2  But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the 

clans of Judah, from you one will go forth for me to be ruler in Israel. His 

goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity. 

 

The apostle Matthew in the New Testament quoted this verse when he 

wrote about the birth of Jesus who was born in the little town of Bethlehem.  

Yes, we have reason to hope, says Micah.  God has sent his ruler, Messiah 

Jesus, whose goings forth are from the days of eternity. 

 

Let’s ask Nahum the same question:  Nahum, do we dare to hope? 

Nahum responds: If you trust in the Lord, you have reason to hope, but if you 

set yourself as an enemy of God like the Assyrians during the period in which I 

prophesied, you have no reason to hope. 

 



Nahum 1:7-8   The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and he 

knows those who take refuge in him.  But with an overflowing flood he will 

make a complete end of its site, and will pursue his enemies into darkness. 

 

There is no hope if you are an enemy of God.  But if you will make him 

your stronghold and take refuge in him, you will come to know the 

goodness of the Lord. 

 

Let’s ask Habakkuk:  Habakkuk, do we dare to hope? 

Habakkuk answers:  Well, I didn’t really know if there was reason to hope.  I kept 

on asking God why he was allowing such injustice in the land.  God answered 

me, and told me that he was going to punish this injustice through the coming of 

the Chaldeans, whom you probably know as the Babylonians.  But this created an 

even worse dilemma for me.  How could God use a nation more unjust than Judah 

to punish their injustice?  That itself seemed unjust!  God answered me a second 

time and promised that he would punish the wickedness of the Chaldeans as well—

thus proving his justice.  My interaction with the deep things of God’s sovereign 

plan caused me to break out in a song of praise to God in the last chapter of my 

book. 

 

Habakkuk 3:17-19  Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be no 

fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail and the fields 

produce no food, though the flock should be cut off from the fold and there 

be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God 

of my salvation.  The Lord God is my strength, and he has made my feet like 

hinds' feet, and makes me walk on my high places. 

 

Do we have reason to hope?  Absolutely! Says Habbakkuk.  And in 

anticipation of the coming salvation of God, we need to rejoice in the Lord 

and declare his salvation in advance. 

 

Let’s ask our question to Zephaniah:  Zephaniah, do we dare to hope? 

Zephaniah responds:  Yes, certainly there is reason to hope, but not in the way that 

people were hoping when I was preaching my message of repentance.  They 

thought that the coming judgment known as the day of the Lord was just going 

to be judgment upon their enemies.  I told them that if they continued in the 

direction that they were going, that they themselves would be included in the 

judgment against the enemies of God.  Theirs was a false hope; I told them that 

they needed to be part of the remnant—the small group of my faithful followers—

who truly were humble and took refuge in the name of the Lord. 



 

Zephaniah 3:12, 17  But I will leave among you a humble and lowly 

people, and they will take refuge in the name of the Lord…The Lord your 

God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, 

he will be quiet in his love, he will rejoice over you with shouts of joy. 

 

Is there reason to hope?  Yes, but hope is found in humility and trust, not 

in arrogance and assuming that judgment is only for one’s enemies.  No, 

judgment are for all those who refuse to take refuge in the name of the Lord. 

 

What about after the exile?  What about after they’ve returned from their exile in 

Babylon? 

 

Let’s ask Haggai and Zechariah this question:  Haggai and Zechariah, do we dare 

to hope? 

Haggai and Zechariah answer:  Yes, there is reason to hope.  God has brought us 

back from the exile that he said would take place.  He’s brought us back to the 

land like he promised through the prophet Jeremiah.  So now, rebuild the temple!  

Don’t just live in your own paneled houses; rebuild the house of the Lord that has 

been destroyed! 

 

Did you know that the book of Ezra mentions the ministries of Haggai and 

Zechariah? 

 

Ezra 5:1-2  When the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of 

Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name 

of the God of Israel, who was over them, then Zerubbabel the son of 

Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house 

of God which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them 

supporting them. 

 

Haggai and Zechariah challenged them to rebuild entirely because they did 

believe that there was hope for the future.  I think they would encourage us 

today to look forward to a good future on the basis of an unchanging God. 

 

Finally, there is Malachi.  Let’s ask Malachi the same question:  Malachi, do we 

dare to hope? 

 

Malachi responds:  There is no reason to hope if you are living hypocritical 

lives.   God has been faithful to his covenant with Israel, but Israel has not been 



faithful.  They have put defiled food on his altar.  They have divorced the wives of 

their youth.  They have not presented their tithe to God.  They think that serving 

God is meaningless.  Nevertheless, there is reason to hope.  God is sending one 

like Elijah before the great day of the Lord. 

 

Malachi 4:5-6  Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.  He will restore the hearts 

of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 

so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse. 

 

The book of Mark starts with a quotation that combines Malachi 3:1 and 

Isaiah 40:3, pointing to John the Baptist as the one who is the coming 

Elijah.  Of course we have reason to hope.  There is one who is coming after 

Elijah—that is, after John the Baptist—who “will restore the hearts of the 

fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers” and 

will remove the curse.   

 

Interestingly, the entire Old Testament—at least in the order that we find in 

our English Bibles—finishes with the word “curse.”  One of the central 

messages of the New Testament is that unless one keeps the entire Mosaic 

covenant, he is under a curse from which he cannot free himself.  Only in 

the death of Jesus on the cross is the curse removed. 

 

So, do we dare to hope?  Absolutely.  Time and again, the prophets are pointing 

toward a reason to hope, grounded in the absolute character of a faithful God 

who will once and for all take care of the curse through Jesus Christ. 

 

I think that there are some people here today who wonder whether there really is 

hope.  I’m not sure how you got to the place that you are, but you really need to 

hear the message of these prophets.  In the midst of the darkest valley you could 

ever pass through—what our older translations of Psalm 23 called “the valley of 

the shadow of death” there is hope.  God wants you to know that today. 

 

Let’s bow our heads, and recite the words of hope from Habakkuk 3:17-19 that we 

read earlier.  I’ll read a line, and you read after me: 

 

Though the fig tree should not blossom  

and there be no fruit on the vines,  

though the yield of the olive should fail  

and the fields produce no food,  



though the flock should be cut off 

and there be no cattle in the stalls,  

yet I will exult in the Lord,  

I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.   

The Lord God is my strength,  

and he has made my feet like hinds' feet,  

and makes me walk on my high places. 

 

We rejoice in you, 

God of our salvation. 

 

In the name of Jesus your Son, 

Amen 



Old Testament Fluency 

Week 12 
 

Old Testament Fluency Exam 
 
Are you a teacher or leader of an Old Testament Fluency Class or self-studying Bible 
Fluency outside of a class setting?  If yes, keep reading.  If no, skip. 
 
To access final exams (both the questions, easy-to-grade answer sheets, and answers to the 
questions) click on the tab “classes and videos” at the biblefluency.com site, then click on 
the tab “Old Testament Class,” then the tab “Old Testament Handouts,” then scroll down to 
“Old Testament Day 12 Handouts” under which you will find a tab to click “Leaders only, 
open this page (students, ignore).”  There you will find what you need.  Feel free to create 
your own exam if you prefer, particularly since this part of the site is open to everyone. 
 
You will also find a certificate that you can print and sign for people who receive 80%, that 
is 40/50, on the exam. 
 
 

 


