
TRC Return to Gathering
 
As the novel coronavirus has spread across the world, bringing with it the disease
commonly known as COVID-19, churches across the nation have experienced a major
change in their ministries and worship gatherings. Most churches have transitioned to a
season of reduced face-to-face interaction, leaving a series of questions.
The leadership of TRC has worked to create a plan that begins the process of answering
these questions. These answers are not rooted in any specific political perspective, but
instead in preserving the unity of our church body and the safety of our community.
This document is written to answer three primary questions. First, to help explain, from
a theological perspective, why we are not meeting in person at this time. Second, to
summarize the way we are ministering during this season. Third, to describe how we believe
TRC will gradually return to in-person ministry and worship.
 
First: What is the theological basis for us not to meet during this season?
There are many reasons for not meeting in person at this time, and the decision to not
meet seems at first to be in contradiction with our faith in the resurrection of
Jesus and His sovereignty over our lives. Nevertheless, the reason to not meet face-to-face is
grounded in Scripture as follows:
1. The Command to Love Our Neighbor. We understand that gathering, with or
without COVID-19, has the potential to spread infection, which could result in serious
illness or even death. In this case, however, we are still learning about how the virus
spreads and what treatments, if any, are effective. While we may not wait until a vaccine
or effective therapies are established (which could be many months), we think that
suspending gatherings at this time is different than, say, during flu season. There are
both drug therapies and vaccinations available for the flu but nothing yet widely
available for the treatment of those who contract the novel coronavirus.
 
2. The Command to Respect Governing Authorities. At this precise moment, the
White House, Governor’s office, the Floyd County Commission, and Rome City Commission
(the primary jurisdictions under which our church falls) are all recommending social distancing,
limiting
group size, etc. The Rome City and Floyd County Commissions and Governor’s office have
specifically
requested churches use online worship, if possible. We are good neighbors when we
work with the government when it does not cause us to compromise our convictions. We have
posted a document released by the State of Georgia with guidelines on gatherings.  We are not
philosophically or theologically opposed to taking a stand against civil authorities for the sake of
the gospel, when we deem it necessary. This is not us caving to government pressure to “shut
down churches.” Should we ever need to do so, we would seek to say the same as Peter and the
other Apostles did in Acts 5:29. That is not what we are doing in this case. Rather, this is
wisdom, deference, and cooperation.
 
3. The Preservation of Our Witness. As an unbelieving world watches, we walk a tight
rope between two concerns: 1) Live the faith of Jesus in a way that demonstrates the
gospel and the love of neighbor and 2) Be wise in our behavior so as to not harm the
reputation of the church. While many of us would worship freely without fear, trusting in
the Lord, a physical gathering at this time would appear to be a repudiation of common
wisdom in our community and would harm the long-term reputation of TRC in the



wisdom in our community and would harm the long-term reputation of TRC in the
community, and, by extension, Jesus and his gospel.
 
4. Care for Our Most Vulnerable. When the doors of the church are opened, those in
our congregation who are at risk will likely be among those who want to return
immediately, and we want to be prepared with sanitizing methods, the recommended
social distancing protocols, etc. We want to demonstrate that we have equal concern for
the weakest among us, and part of the job of shepherding means giving as much care
as possible to all the congregants.
 
5. Covenant community continues while we are scattered.  There will always be the desire and
need for gatherings of corporate worship.  We are the community of the Kingdom of God in
Jesus Christ.  We are designed with a Trinitarian nature for community.  But the absence of a
large gathering does not mean there is an absence of the community of the Kingdom.  As we
have gathered in homes, whether as individuals, families, or small groups, we are still
covenanted together under the same biblical Eldership on the same mission: For the glory of God
we will disciple the nations by being and producing radical followers of Jesus Christ.  This
mission has not changed, even though for a time our methods have changed.  Disciple making
continues, and you as the members of TRC have continued engaging domains of society to serve
the City/County and share the Good News.
 
Second: How is TRC ministering to the community and the church body during
this season?
Our church is working to meet spiritual, physical, and emotional needs during this
season. Some of the specific ministries are listed below. These lists change regularly
based on needs. Please visit threeriversc.org for the most up-to-date information.
Ministry to TRC Includes:
• Financial Assistance to TRC Members in Need
• Online Worship and Groups
• Online Age-Specific Resources for Preschoolers, Grade Schoolers, Students,
etc.
• Pastoral Care
• Individual Ministries Checking on Member Families
 
Community Ministry Includes (in addition to any ministries listed above):
• TRC Members working to distribute food to those in need through the local schools and the
YMCA
• Continued financial support of our local and global ministry partners
• TRC Members offering assistance to those who are vulnerable
 
Third: What is TRC’s plan for returning to in-person ministry and worship?
We look forward to returning to in-person ministry and worship, but we also recognize
we will likely need to employ a “Phased In” approach, making gradual changes until we
are back to “normal.” Our current plan is written utilizing the recommendations given by
national, state, and local officials. As their recommendations change, our plan may
change, as well. If our plan changes, we will communicate that with the church body.
We will make decisions on when to move to a different Phase based on recommendations
from local officials, the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention, Glocal
Net, and with input from TRC members who are part of the medical, civil, and legal fields.
We anticipate employing a Phased In plan that utilizes the following phases:
 
 
Phase 1: Begins May 1st

• The State of Georgia is entering into Phase 1 of “Opening Up America Again”
• To move on to Phase 2 of “Opening Up America Again” will require 2 weeks of declining

# of new cases
• We encourage you to begin meeting in person in groups of around 10 or less (including



• We encourage you to begin meeting in person in groups of around 10 or less (including
children)

o Gather together and watch the recorded service
o Do not share a meal
o Maintain appropriate social distancing and good hygiene
o Allow for freedom of conscience for those that don’t feel comfortable gathering
o If you are sick, or have been exposed to someone who is, STAY HOME

• Sunday May 3rd and May 10th

 
Phase 2: Could being as early as May 15th

• Sunday May 17th at the earliest
• To move on to Phase 3 will require an additional 2 weeks of declining # of new cases
• If GA moves to Phase 2, and meeting as small groups of around 10 has gone well:

o We can meet in groups up to 50 (RLGs gathering as satellite churches meeting in
homes)

▪ Watch the recorded service together
▪ Do not share a meal
▪ Maintain limited social distancing and excellent hygiene
▪ Allow for freedom of conscience for those that don’t feel comfortable

gathering
▪ If you are sick, or have been exposed to someone who is, STAY HOME

• Beginning June 7th, the service will be live streamed.  RLGs should gather together for the
live stream service.

 
Phase 3: Could begin as early as May 29th

• Sunday May 31st at the earliest
• Slow progression from gatherings of 50, to 100, to 250

o This would probably be done over a trial of progressing a little bit each week
o For example: one week 50, next week 100, next week 150, next week full,

▪ This would put us resuming normal services at the earliest June 21st

• This assumes that GA has moved to Phase 3, which means that as
things progressively opened up, new cases continued to decline,
and then continue to show no harm to our people as we
progressively gather again

• Radical Kids will not be provided until guidance from health care authorities and
government officials would provide a way for this to be done safely.

 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Please note that the dates for Phase 2 and 3 can, and most likely, will
change.  There are many variables involved in progressing from Phase 1 to 2, and 2 to 3.  We
will keep you informed with an updated timeline as more information becomes available.  We
will follow the recommendations from State and Local authorities, as well as the medical
professionals we are in contact with, on when moving from Phase 1 to 2, 2 to 3 would be
appropriate for TRC.
 


