
 
 

Vision 
 

For the glory of God, we will disciple the nations by being 
and producing radical followers of Jesus Christ 

 

 
 
 

Communion- Jesus is the essence of transformation 
Colossians 2:9; Romans 12:1-2; Luke 12:28; Matthew 7:24-27 

 
Community- Community is the context for transformation 

1 Corinthians 12:24-25; Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Peter 1:4; Hebrews 10: 24-25 
 

Collision- Service is the catalyst for transformation 
Matthew 22:37-40; Ephesians 2:8-10; Matthew 5:16 



 
Our DNA 

 
We believe that when we make Disciples of the Kingdom in all domains of Society, Jesus will build his Church. Three Rivers 
Church and Release Initiative is mentored in this DNA by Bob Roberts, Jr1 & Northwood Church Planting2. 
 
KINGDOM: 
The kingdom of God is the reign of God. It is Jesus Christ, the Lord over all things, in action. Wherever the will of God is being 
done, that’s where the kingdom is being manifested. In a very real sense, Jesus is the kingdom in person. 
 
It is the message Jesus proclaimed (referenced nearly 100 times in Matthew, Mark, and Luke). It is the reality Jesus embodied. His 
teaching makes it the priority of our prayers, our personal lives, and all our ministry endeavors. We are to “seek first the kingdom 
of God.” It is a key to understanding personal and city transformation. 
 
Our charge is to fully utilize all that has been made possible for us by Christ (the new accessibility of the kingdom) to affect 
change in ourselves and our society to more explicitly align with the values of God’s Kingdom. We really want His kingdom to 
come and His will to be done on earth just as it is being done in heaven right now. 
 
DISCIPLE: 
We are disciples of Jesus and are called to make more disciples. This is the focus and primary goal: to advance the Kingdom by 
making disciples. A Disciple is someone who HEARS & OBEYS everything God has commanded through the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
If we’re going to see real transformation in our own communities and communities with which we engage globally, everybody has 
to be in the game. Each disciple has gifts and skills that can make a difference when mobilized for the good of others. Their job is 
their ministry both at a local level and with potential to open doors at the global level. 
 
Three Rhythms combine to help create a culture of disciple making that leads to personal and community transformation. These 
three rhythms: COMMUNION, COMMUNITY, COLLISION (Up, In, Out) must be practiced simultaneously for a disciple to 
have a transforming influence. 
 
Underlying this model is the conviction that through Christ God is reconciling all things to himself. 
 
SOCIETY: 
Society is composed of groups of people who work within their own areas of expertise or “domains.” These core structures of 
society do not change. The people working within these domains meet the basic needs of society and keep it functioning. The 
domains of society become crucial in the transformation of a city. Those who assume leadership in these spheres of influence have 
the potential to completely reshape their city, its values, priorities, and practices. In directing his people to bless their cities and the 
nations of the world, God is calling us to engage domains as a way of seeing God’s Kingdom come to people and cities. 
 
CHURCH: 
Our DNA of Kingdom Disciples compels us to engage SOCIETY and then watch God build His CHURCH. The church consists of 
all true believers in Jesus Christ throughout all time. The Kingdom manifests itself through the church. Thus, experientially, it 
provides a foretaste of the future reign of God. It exists only because of Jesus Christ and is mandated with extending His mission 
in the world.3 

																																																								
1	www.glocal.net	 	
2	http://northwoodchurch.org/ministries/glocal-impact/church-planting	
	
3	http://releaseinitiative.com/dna	



The Grand Narrative of Scripture 
(adapted from Trevin Wax’s Counterfeit Gospels) 

 
 
Creation: One Hebrew word sums up the picture of Genesis 1 and 2: shalom. Peace. Earth was full of God's 
shalom, the kind of peace in which everything works according to God's intention. The world was made for 
human flourishing, there we could live in joy in the presence of our Maker, worshiping God by loving Him and 
one another forever. 
 
Fall: Adam and Eve rejected God's rule over them. We refer to their rebellious choice as "the fall," and 
because the represented all of humanity, their action affects us too. We have-- through our attitudes and 
actions-- declared ourselves to be God's enemies. This rebellion results in physical and spiritual death. 
 
Redemption: Thankfully the loving Creator who rightly shows Himself to be wrathful toward our sin is 
determined to turn evil and suffering we have caused into good that will be to His ultimate glory. So the next 
movement shows God implementing a master plan for redeeming His world and rescuing fallen sinners. In the 
Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself comes to renew the world and restore His people. The grand narrative of 
Scripture climaxes with the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Restoration: The story doesn't end with redemption. God has promised to renew the whole world, and the 
Bible gives us a peak into this glorious future. The restoration of all things will take place in two ways. Christ 
will return to judge sin and evil, and He will usher in righteousness and peace. God will purge this world of evil 
once and for all. 

 

 
Image	  by	  Jeff	  Seevers	  
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Confessional Statement1 

(1) The Triune God 

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is infinitely perfect 
both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, and is therefore 
worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows the 
end from the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings about his 
eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen creation, to the praise of his 
glorious grace.  

(2) Revelation 

God has graciously disclosed his existence and power in the created order, and has supremely revealed 
himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate Word. Moreover, this God is a 
speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed himself in human words: we believe that God 
has inspired the words preserved in the Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, 
which are both record and means of his saving work in the world. These writings alone constitute the 
verbally inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative and without error in the original writings, 
complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all that God requires us to believe and do, 
and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge to which it speaks. We confess that both our 
finitude and our sinfulness preclude the possibility of knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but we affirm 
that, enlightened by the Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth truly. The Bible is to be 
believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it requires; and 
trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people hear, believe, and do the Word, they are 
equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the gospel. 

(3) Creation of Humanity  

We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and Eve belonged 
to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as God's agents to care for, 
manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship with their Maker. Men and women, 
equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and are both called 
to move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement in family, church, 
and civic life. Adam and Eve were made to complement each other in a one-flesh union that establishes 
the only normative pattern of sexual relations for men and women, such that marriage ultimately serves as 
a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God's wise purposes, men and women are not 
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simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in mutually enriching ways. God ordains 
that they assume distinctive roles which reflect the loving relationship between Christ and the church, the 
husband exercising headship in a way that displays the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife 
submitting to her husband in a way that models the love of the church for her Lord. In the ministry of the 
church, both men and women are encouraged to serve Christ and to be developed to their full potential in 
the manifold ministries of the people of God. The distinctive leadership role within the church given to 
qualified men is grounded in creation, fall, and redemption and must not be sidelined by appeals to 
cultural developments. 

(4) The Fall 

We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited his original 
blessedness—for himself and all his progeny—by falling into sin through Satan’s temptation. As a result, 
all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their being (e.g., physically, 
mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned finally and irrevocably to death—apart 
from God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all human beings is to be reconciled to the 
God under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the only hope of all human beings is the undeserved love 
of this same God, who alone can rescue us and restore us to himself.  

(5) The Plan of God 

We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty sinners from 
every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them and chose them. We 
believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one day 
glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all people to 
repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained Christ to be 
their Redeemer. 

(6) The Gospel 

We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. Utter folly to the 
world, even though it is the power of God to those who are being saved, this good news is christological, 
centering on the cross and resurrection: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the 
authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not central (the message is 
“Christ died for our sins . . . [and] was raised”). This good news is biblical (his death and resurrection are 
according to the Scriptures), theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to God), 
historical (if the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and we are to 
be pitied more than all others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and transmitted by the apostles, 
who were witnesses of these saving events), and intensely personal (where it is received, believed, and 
held firmly, individual persons are saved). 

(7) The Redemption of Christ 

We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became human: the Word 
became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two natures. The man Jesus, the promised 
Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the 
virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed miraculous signs, 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and ascended into heaven. 
As the mediatorial King, he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, exercising in heaven and on 
earth all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest and righteous Advocate. We believe that by his 
incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ acted as our representative and 
substitute. He did this so that in him we might become the righteousness of God: on the cross he canceled 
sin, propitiated God, and, by bearing the full penalty of our sins, reconciled to God all those who believe. 
By his resurrection Christ Jesus was vindicated by his Father, broke the power of death and defeated 
Satan who once had power over it, and brought everlasting life to all his people; by his ascension he has 
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been forever exalted as Lord and has prepared a place for us to be with him. We believe that salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved. Because 
God chose the lowly things of this world, the despised things, the things that are not, to nullify the things 
that are, no human being can ever boast before him—Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—
that is, our righteousness, holiness, and redemption. 

 (8) The Justification of Sinners 

We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those who are 
justified. By his sacrifice, he bore in our stead the punishment due us for our sins, making a proper, real, 
and full satisfaction to God’s justice on our behalf. By his perfect obedience he satisfied the just demands 
of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is credited to all who trust in Christ 
alone for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, and his obedience 
and punishment were accepted in place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, this justification is 
solely of free grace, in order that both the exact justice and the rich grace of God might be glorified in the 
justification of sinners. We believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows from this free 
justification. 

(9) The Power of the Holy Spirit 

We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is applied to his 
people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and, as the “other” Paraclete, is present with and in believers. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment, and by his powerful and mysterious work regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening 
them to repentance and faith, baptizing them into union with the Lord Jesus, such that they are justified 
before God by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit’s agency, believers are 
renewed, sanctified, and adopted into God’s family; they participate in the divine nature and receive his 
sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the down payment of the promised inheritance, 
and in this age indwells, guides, instructs, equips, revives, and empowers believers for Christ-like living 
and service.  

(10) The Kingdom of God 

We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ by faith and 
through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight in the blessings of the new 
covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation that awakens a desire to glorify, trust, and 
obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be revealed. Good works constitute indispensable evidence 
of saving grace. Living as salt in a world that is decaying and light in a world that is dark, believers 
should neither withdraw into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it: rather, we 
are to do good to the city, for all the glory and honor of the nations is to be offered up to the living God. 
Recognizing whose created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we are to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to the household of God. 
The kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is the exercise of God’s sovereignty in the 
world toward the eventual redemption of all creation. The kingdom of God is an invasive power that 
plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and regenerates and renovates through repentance and faith the lives of 
individuals rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a new community of human life 
together under God.  

(11) God’s New People 

We believe that God’s new covenant people have already come to the heavenly Jerusalem; they are 
already seated with Christ in the heavenlies. This universal church is manifest in local churches of which 
Christ is the only Head; thus each “local church” is, in fact, the church, the household of God, the 
assembly of the living God, and the pillar and foundation of the truth. The church is the body of Christ, 
the apple of his eye, graven on his hands, and he has pledged himself to her forever. The church is 
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distinguished by her gospel message, her sacred ordinances, her discipline, her great mission, and, above 
all, by her love for God, and by her members’ love for one another and for the world. Crucially, this 
gospel we cherish has both personal and corporate dimensions, neither of which may properly be 
overlooked. Christ Jesus is our peace: he has not only brought about peace with God, but also peace 
between alienated peoples. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity, thus making peace, 
and in one body to reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God through the cross, by which he put to death 
their hostility. The church serves as a sign of God’s future new world when its members live for the 
service of one another and their neighbors, rather than for self-focus. The church is the corporate dwelling 
place of God’s Spirit, and the continuing witness to God in the world.  

(12) Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordained by the Lord Jesus himself. The former is 
connected with entrance into the new covenant community, the latter with ongoing covenant renewal. 
 Together they are simultaneously God’s pledge to us, divinely ordained means of grace, our public vows 
of submission to and joyful worship of the once crucified and now resurrected Christ, and anticipations of 
his return and of the consummation of all things.  
 
We believe that baptism is an ordinance of the Lord by which those who have repented and come to 
faith express their union with Christ in His death and resurrection, by being immersed in water in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  It is a sign of belonging to the new people of God, 
the true Israel, and an emblem of burial and cleansing, signifying death to the old life of unbelief, and 
purification from the pollution of sin. 
  
We believe that the Lord‘s Supper is an ordinance of the Lord in which gathered believers eat bread, 
signifying Christ‘s body given for His people, and drink the cup of the Lord, signifying the New 
Covenant in Christ‘s blood. We do this in remembrance of the Lord, and thus proclaim His death until He 
comes. Those who eat and drink in a worthy manner partake of Christ‘s body and blood, not physically, 
but spiritually, in that, by faith, they are nourished with the benefits He obtained through His death, and 
thus grow in grace. 

(13) The Restoration of All Things 

We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his holy angels, 
when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be consummated. We believe in the 
bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the unjust to judgment and eternal conscious 
punishment in hell, as our Lord himself taught, and the just to eternal blessedness in the presence of him 
who sits on the throne and of the Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the home of righteousness. 
On that day the church will be presented faultless before God by the obedience, suffering and triumph of 
Christ, all sin purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be all in all and his people will 
be enthralled by the immediacy of his ineffable holiness, and everything will be to the praise of his 
glorious grace. 

 
                                                        
1 This confessional statement is our blending of The Gospel Coalition’s statement of faith and Bethlehem Baptist Church’s Elder 
Affirmation of Faith.  You can find these documents at www.gospelcoalition.org and http://www.hopeingod.org/document/elder-
affirmation-faith.  
 



 

 
Community @ TRC 

 
The Purpose of Community: To strengthen the church to collide with culture. 
 
TRC’s Values in Community:  
(this is WHO we are, see our ethos) 
 
Fluid – we allow for anything in and of the Kingdom to shape the content and structure of community 
Initiative – we inspire everyone in the Kingdom to take initiative in realizing community among believers 
Realized – we allow the freedom to realize community within the church however the Holy Spirit is directing and 
shaping  
Revealed Gifts – we allow for the revealing of Holy Spirit giftedness in each person inside of community and for 
the exercise of those gifts 
 
Our Strategic Principles of Community 
These are the principles for how we “do” community 
 
Be Radical   
 - Know God / Take Action 
 - Study the Word / Do the Word 
 - In communion with God by abiding in Christ (John 15) 
 - In community with each other  
 - In collision with culture to transform its ills (Ezekiel 16:49) 
 
To be Radical is to be connected to Christ, who is the vine, and rise from that connection to be in community with 
others who are in communion with Christ and to transform our world.  
 
Be Together (1 John 1:1-7) 
 - Koinonia  
  - Study the Word Together 
  - Live Life Together 
  - Do Ministry Together 
 
Be Christ-Like (Matthew 5-7) 
 - Live the Sermon on the Mount 
 - Act like Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Be Obedient (Ezekiel 36) 
 - Obedience is a gift given by the Gospel  
 - We live out the faith by doing the work of the Kingdom (Luke 10:1-12) 
  - Proclaim the Gospel 
  - Heal what needs healing in whatever way it is possible 
  - Work hard, in God’s power, to bring the Kingdom of God (Colossians  1:29) 
  - Hold each other accountable (Matthew 18:15-20) 
 
Be a Doer and Not a Hearer Only 
 - Accept the word 
 - Contemplate the word 
 - Take action 
 - Share the word 
What does a Follower of Jesus in community look like?  
1. Obedient (salt; applying one’s life to the culture where they are) 
2. Public (light; living out the faith and speaking about the faith) 
3. Heart Transformation (our internal motivations and longings are changed) 
4. Giver (does not view what they have as their own, but God’s) 
5. Disciplined (lives out the spiritual disciplines such as fasting and praying in joy) 
6. Eternal Minded (makes decisions based on what is to come not what is) 
7. At rest in turbulence (not anxious) 
8. Changed and helping others change (not hypocritical in judgment) 
9. Treats others how the other person needs to be treated 
10. Blesses those who are in need (ministry done to the least in society) 
 
Our Strategic Method 
 (This is how we practically “do” community) 
 
Name: Radical Life Groups 
 

What does the Radical Life look like within Radical Life Groups? 
 
 

Communion with God 
Understanding/Application of Scripture- Our relationship with God must be informed and nurtured by God’s 
Word.  Radical Life Groups provide an environment to both study Scripture and apply it to everyday life situations. 
Corporate Prayer- Prayer acknowledges our dependence on God and draws us closer to Him as individuals and a 
group.  Corporate prayer is more than a formality for opening and closing meetings, it is a shared experience of 
aligning ourselves with God’s will and asking him to intervene in our lives. 
Spiritual Disciplines- Radical Life Groups provide a great opportunity to explore and encourage individual the 
disciplines that fuel a radical life.  
 
 

Community with the Church 
Availability- A primary responsibility of community is to prioritize for specific relationships.  This requires a 
willingness to meet each other’s needs. 
Authenticity- The atmosphere of a small group should encourage openness and transparency among members.  
This is an environment where people should feel free to be themselves. 
Confidentiality & Respect- For authenticity to occur, members must be able to trust that issues discussed within 
a small group will not be shared outside the group.  Group members should never say anything that will embarrass 
their spouse or members of the group. 
 
 

Colliding with Culture 
Evangelism- Radical Life Groups are an ideal for learning about how to share our faith as well as receiving 
encouragement and accountability to do so.  
Individual & shared ministry- Groups serving together develop and demonstrate true Christian fellowship.  
Radical Life Groups also provide a place to equip and encourage one another in our own spheres of influence and 
ministry. 
Multiplying Groups- Group members recognize that one of the goals of their group is to start a new group within 
eighteen to twenty-four months.  This allows others to experience the community group relationship.                   



 
MISSION1 CORE VALUES 

 
 
1. Focused: Unreached People Groups 

Three Rivers’ passion, FOR GOD’S GLORY, is to answer the challenge to take the magnificent news of 
Jesus Christ to unreached people groups (UPGs), even in the face of risk. We, as the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “aspire to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named…” (Rom. 15:20) We call this 
frontier missions – going where the church is not established.  

 
2. Strategic: Church Planting Movements 

It has been said that the most effective form of evangelism is through church planting2. Our goal, FOR 

GOD’S GLORY, is to establish indigenous, self-sustaining, reproducible, church-planting churches full of 
radical followers of Jesus who are committed to engaging the culture by meeting both physical and 
spiritual needs for the purpose of advancing the Kingdom of God by adopting, developing, and 
implementing strategies believed to effectively launch Church Planting Movements (CPMs). 

 
3. Dynamic: Going and Sending 

God’s mandate throughout Scripture gives every believer the opportunity and the responsibility to 
carry the good news of Jesus as the Savior to every people group on the face of the earth. This 
certainly does not mean that we think everyone is called to work overseas as a cross-cultural 
missionary. Some are specifically called by God to stay, be salt and light in their own culture, and join 
others in sending those who are called to be frontier missionaries. Both jobs are crucial and equally 
important. FOR GOD’S GLORY, we will endeavor to encourage and prepare people for the task – 
whether it’s with the neighbor across the street or halfway around the world. 

 
4. Long-Term: Committed to Seeing the Work Through 

Many of the churches’ methods today toward cross-cultural mission work are “shotgun” approaches 
– short term trips to a random country each year with no specific long term strategy or goal in mind. 
FOR GOD’S GLORY, we will, instead, commit to a strategy that focuses long-term on a specific UPG until 
a Church Planting Movement is launched and a self-sustaining, viable, indigenous church is 
established. 

 
5. Synergistic: Strategic Partnerships 

Synergy is defined as the working together of two or more things, people, or organizations, especially 
when the result is greater than the sum of their individual effects or capabilities3. With this approach, 
FOR GOD’S GLORY, we will pursue strategic partnerships with like-minded churches and organizations, 
and by using the life of Jesus as our example, we will seek to transform lives and holistically meet 
needs – both physical and spiritual. 

                                                        
1  For our purposes, mission narrowly defined is the proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom of God cross-culturally to a people 

who have never heard. 
2  C. Peter Wagner, Church Planting for a Greater Harvest (Ventura, CA: Regal, 1990, p. 11) 
3  Encarta® World English Dictionary [North American Edition] © & (P)2005 Microsoft Corporation 



	

MISSION SUPPORT GUIDELINES 

Our desire at Three Rivers Church (TRC) is to be a missional church – a church which has at the very core 
of its being the drive to communicate and demonstrate the glory of God in the image of Christ to all 
peoples. 

With this at the core of who TRC is, it is clear that many within the church will respond to the call of Jesus 
Christ to make disciples of all the nations through cross-cultural engagement. This occurs through both 
long-term and short-term mission trips. We believe that both approaches can be effective in spreading 
the gospel as individuals are lead by the Holy Spirit. 

At the same time, it must be understood that TRC has a specific call and strategy to engage unreached 
people groups (UPGs), as described in our Mission Core Values (see attached). Additionally, as with any 
organization, financial resources are limited. TRC must, therefore, use godly discernment in determining 
how those resources are best used to carry out the vision of the church. 

Accordingly, we have set forth the following guidelines in determining financial support for mission work. 

• The person requesting financial support must be an active member in good standing of TRC for at 
least one year. An “active member in good standing” is one who is a professing follower of Jesus 
Christ and demonstrates a lifestyle that is in accord with biblical standards of godliness, has 
completed the membership class, has signed the church’s membership covenant, regularly 
participates in the corporate worship services, and is actively involved in the ministry of the church. 

• Trips must be at least three (3) months in duration with an organization that has a proven record of 
effective, gospel-centered ministry. Support for shorter trips will be at the discretion of the elders of 
TRC. 

• The purpose of the trip must be for the spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This may include 
assisting missionaries/field workers in their work, ministering directly to the missionaries/field workers, 
and/or seeking to transform the lives of the indigenous people by holistically meeting both physical 
and spiritual needs. 

• Support checks from TRC will be made payable to the organization with which the individual or group 
is working. Checks will not be made payable to an individual. 

• In keeping with the church’s Mission Core Values, priority will be given to those groups or individuals 
who are going to serve among an unreached people group (as determined by Joshua Project 
http://www.joshuaproject.net), especially if it is among the UPG that the church has adopted. 

• Ongoing, long-term support will be reserved for those who work among the UPG that the church has 
adopted. One-time financial contributions may be given on behalf of individuals or groups who are 
going to serve among other people groups. The amount given will be determined by the elders of 
TRC. 

• Requests for financial support must be submitted in letter form, which details the purpose, calling of 
the individual, and dates of the trip. Trip information from the sending organization is also required. 

• Special considerations, exceptions, and final decisions regarding financial support shall be 
determined at the sole discretion of the elders of TRC.	



   
Membership Covenant 

  
Jesus Christ dwells in me (Colossians 1:27). I have repented of my sin and am trusting only in Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection on my behalf for the forgiveness of my sin and adoption into God’s family.  I have been saved by grace through 
faith, not of my own work; it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8).  In joining the membership of TRC, I make the following 
covenant:  
 

My Covenant with TRC 
 
I commit, as a worshiper of Jesus, to live a life of worship that 
reflects the Glory of God.  
 
 
I commit to knowing God and his Word, and I commit to apply 
God’s Word by the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
I commit to be corrected by church discipline if my actions 
depart from the Word and dishonor Jesus and his cause. 
 
I commit to serve the Kingdom of God through TRC with my 
attendance and gifts. 
 
I commit to give financially and materially to the Kingdom of 
God through TRC. 
 
I commit to unity in the church.  I will not allow my views on 
non-essential doctrines, personal preferences, or personality 
conflicts destroy that unity.  I commit to love and honor my 
family of faith above myself, and to love and honor God above 
all. 
 
I commit myself to the vision and strategy of TRC. 
 
 
TRC’s Covenant with me 

 
TRC commits to help me pursue God’s glory and my joy in 
Jesus, and to call and equip me toward nothing less than a life 
of worship.  
 
TRC commits to teaching me to feast on God’s Word through 
Scripture-saturated worship services and ministries.  We invite 
the Holy Spirit to uniquely apply Scripture to each of our lives. 
 
TRC commits to love me enough to call me to repentance 
rather than ignore persistent sin in my life. 
 
TRC commits to call me to join with others to advance the 
Kingdom of God through all talents Jesus gives me. 
 
TRC commits to good stewardship and accountability of God’s 
money given through the church. 
 
TRC commits to protecting unity in the church.  We allow for 
diversity of opinion on non-essential doctrines as long as they 
do not become a point of contention in the church. We strive to 
love and honor one another above ourselves, and to love and 
honor God above all.  
 
TRC commits to keep our vision and strategy focused on God’s 
fame above all else thusly: For the glory of God, we will 
disciple the nations by being and producing radical followers of 
Jesus Christ.

 
____________________               ____________________   ________________ 
Signature              Print Name     Date 
 
Former Church Name/Address (if we need to send them notification of you joining TRC): 
 
_________________________                   ________________________________________________________________ 
Church Name    Church Address 
 

______  Initial here if you are a college student and wish to join TRC by Watchcare.  This means you are making the same commitments of 
membership as any other member, but that you are maintaining a kind of “dual membership” with your home church while you are away from home 
in school. 
 
This covenant is an agreement between you and TRC with God as our witness.  Part of TRC’s covenant includes pastoral care for members, and we 
pursue this in part by placing each member in a deacon care group where spiritual and physical needs can be met.   
 
Because membership involves an active commitment to corporate worship, Christian community, shared ministry, and generosity, it is our policy that 
any member who is not actively involved in the life of the church and/or not responsive to attempts to contact them for six consecutive months or 
more will be removed from the membership roll.  Exceptions for extenuating circumstances (such as prolonged illness, temporary relocation, or 
military deployment) may be made by TRC’s elders.  Members who relocate to another city are strongly encouraged to join a local church in their 
new community, and we would gladly help recommend a church to you. 



   
Membership Covenant 
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love and honor one another above ourselves, and to love and 
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fame above all else thusly: For the glory of God, we will 
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____________________               ____________________   ________________ 
Signature              Print Name     Date 
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pursue this in part by placing each member in a deacon care group where spiritual and physical needs can be met.   
 
Because membership involves an active commitment to corporate worship, Christian community, shared ministry, and generosity, it is our policy that 
any member who is not actively involved in the life of the church and/or not responsive to attempts to contact them for six consecutive months or 
more will be removed from the membership roll.  Exceptions for extenuating circumstances (such as prolonged illness, temporary relocation, or 
military deployment) may be made by TRC’s elders.  Members who relocate to another city are strongly encouraged to join a local church in their 
new community, and we would gladly help recommend a church to you. 


