
 
March   12,   2020  
 
In   light   of   the   rapid   spread   of   the   COVID-19   coronavirus   and   the   impact   on   our   community,   we   are   writing   to  
communicate   information   to   our   church   family   about   current   and   potential   future   plans   at   TRC.  
 
Today   Unity   Christian   School   made   the   decision   to   close   until   March   27th.    In   light   of   this   decision   and   other  
efforts   being   undertaken   locally   to   stem   the   spread   of   the   virus,   we   will   not   meet   for   corporate   worship   for   the  
next   two   Sundays-   March   15th   and   22nd.    We   will   also   cancel   Wednesday   night   student   ministry   meetings   on  
March   18th   and   25th.   
 
We   are   not   requiring   Radical   Life   Groups   to   forgo   meeting,   but   are   leaving   this   decision   up   to   individual   groups  
at   this   time   as   long   as   they   are   healthy   and   feel   comfortable   doing   so.    Mitch   will   plan   to   record   and   post   a  
sermon   to   his   blog    www.mitchjolly.com    the   next   two   Sundays   and   we   will   also   publish   links   to   the   video   and  
music   playlists   on   TRC’s   website   and   social   media.    Radical   Life   Groups   might   gather   to   watch   or   discuss   the  
sermon   together   as   they   feel   comfortable.    
 
In   any   case,   if   you   are   or   have   been   sick   recently,   please   stay   home   from   Radical   Life   Group.    Members  
should   be   fever   and   cold   symptom   free   for   48   hours   before   coming   to   RLG.    Members   at   high   risk   of  
COVID-19   should   not   come   to   any   gathering   for   two   weeks   if   you   have   fever   or   cold   symptoms.  
  
High   risk   includes:   

● Known   or   suspected   exposure   to   COVID-19  
● Members   that   have   traveled   by   plane,   train,   or   bus   within   the   past   two   weeks.  

 
If   you   have   been   exposed   to   anyone   else   that   has   been   diagnosed   or   suspected   of   having   the   COVID-19   virus,  
please   stay   home.    Please   also   contact   one   of   the   pastors   so   that   we   can   pray   for   you   and   seek   to   help   you   in  
other   ways.    You   can   find   all   of   our   pastors’   contact   info   here:    https://threeriversc.org/about-us/elders .    
 
Some   of   the   current   public   discourse   about   this   virus   is   being   fueled   by   fear   and   the   unknown,   and   this   is  
particularly   true   on   social   media.    As   Christians,   we   are   called   to   respond   to   any   situation   with   faith   in   God,  
wisdom   in   our   actions,   and   love   for   our   neighbor.    Responding   in   faith   means   that   we   don’t   give   in   to   irrational  
fear,   but   trust   God’s   care   for   us   and   go   to   him   in   prayer   for   this   situation.    Wisdom   looks   like   doing   all   we   can   to  
best   understand   the   situation   and   taking   appropriate   action   to   best   protect   our   families   and   congregation.    And  
love   of   neighbor   means   protecting   the   health   of   those   vulnerable   to   this   virus   and   finding   ways   to   serve   those  
inside   and   outside   the   church   in   this   difficult   time.  
 
Philippians   4:4-7   gives   us   instruction   and   comfort   in   unfamiliar   times   like   these:  
4    Rejoice   in   the   Lord   always;   again   I   will   say,   rejoice.    5    Let   your   reasonableness   be   known   to   everyone.   The  
Lord   is   at   hand;    6    do   not   be   anxious   about   anything,   but   in   everything   by   prayer   and   supplication   with  
thanksgiving   let   your   requests   be   made   known   to   God.    7    And   the   peace   of   God,   which   surpasses   all  
understanding,   will   guard   your   hearts   and   your   minds   in   Christ   Jesus.  
 

http://www.mitchjolly.com/
https://threeriversc.org/about-us/elders


We   recognize   the   rapidly   changing   nature   of   this   situation,   so   should   our   situation   change   further   we   will   be  
communicating   changes   through   all   of   our   TRC   communication   channels   including:  

● TRC   website   (TR   Central)  
● Text   message   to   everyone   subscribed   for   Sunday   morning   announcements  
● Email   through   Planning   Center  
● Facebook   public   page   and   membership   page  
● Twitter  
● Pastor   Mitch’s   blog  

 
Finally,   here   are   some   resources   that   can   be   helpful   to   you   in   thinking   about   COVID-19   and   how   to   respond:  
 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/evangelical-history/when-the-deadly-outbreak-comes-counsel-from-m 
artin-luther/  
 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/cs-lewis-coronavirus/  
 
https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/a-q-and-a-on-coronavirus-with-an-infectious-disease-specialist  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/talking-with-children.html  
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