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August 13, 2020 
 

Three Rivers Church: Launching 2 Services 

 
As COVID-19 spread this spring, churches across the nation including TRC made the decision to 
forego corporate worship for a season.  As we all learned more and things changed, TRC transitioned 
from only live stream services to inviting folks to attend a live service on a rotational basis.   
 
We continue to monitor the best way for us to gather during this season but are announcing today the 
transition from rotating Radical Life Groups through attending the live service and moving to two live 
services each week at 9:30am and 11:00am.  This change will be effective August 30, 2020.   
 
The 11:00 service will be live streamed.  Each service will have a maximum capacity of 75 people. As 
things change with the COVID-19 situation we will adjust that capacity accordingly (i.e. if things get 
worse we can reduce that number, and if things get better we can increase that number). 
 
If you are interested in attending one of the services, you will have to register to attend on our 
website https://threeriversc.org/event-registrations or church center app due to limited 
capacity.  There will be room for guests, but if guests are able please encourage those you invite to 
register as well.  If you or a member of your family is sick in any way, please stay home and join us 
via live stream. 
 
There will be further instructions as we get closer to August 30th regarding set up, break down, 
hospitality and greeting, communion, etc. 
 
At this time, Radical Kids will not be provided.  However, the mom’s room in the UCS library will 
be available for mothers needing a place to tend to infants. 
 
As Elders of Three Rivers Church, we want to remind you of some things we are striving for as we 
make decisions regarding how we gather. These answers are not rooted in any specific political 
perspective, but instead in preserving the unity of our church body and the safety of our community. 
 
1. The Command to Love Our Neighbor. We want to provide an environment of worship where we are 
able to love our neighbor well by being able to follow the guidelines for social distancing and hygiene 
to the best of our ability when we gather.  In line with this, we have wrist bands available to help you 
let others know your comfort level of engagement.  Green: high fives and handshakes; Yellow: elbow 
bump maybe, semi-distanced; Red: Social distanced, no physical contact. 
 
2. The Command to Respect Governing Authorities. We are good neighbors when we work with the 
government when it does not cause us to compromise our convictions. We are not philosophically or 
theologically opposed to taking a stand against civil authorities for the sake of the gospel, when we 
deem it necessary. This is not us caving to government pressure to “shut down churches.” Should we 
ever need to do so, we would seek to say the same as Peter and the other Apostles did in Acts 5:29. 
That is not what we are doing in this case. Rather, this is wisdom, deference, and cooperation.  We 
are not being told to refrain from gathering, rather we are being asked to gather in a responsible 
manner consistent with public health guidelines. 
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3. The Preservation of Our Witness. As an unbelieving world watches, we walk a tightrope between 
two concerns: 1) Live the faith of Jesus in a way that demonstrates the gospel and the love of 
neighbor and 2) Be wise in our behavior so as to not harm the reputation of the church. While many 
of us would worship freely without fear, trusting in the Lord, a physical gathering of unlimited size at 
this time would appear to be a repudiation of common wisdom in our community and would harm the 
long-term reputation of TRC in the community, and, by extension, Jesus and his gospel. 
 
4. Care for Our Most Vulnerable. When the doors of the church are opened, those in our 
congregation who are at risk will likely be among those who want to return immediately, and we want 
to be prepared with sanitizing methods, the recommended social distancing protocols, etc. We want 
to demonstrate that we have equal concern for the weakest among us, and part of the job of 
shepherding means giving as much care as possible to all the congregants. 
 
5. Covenant community continues while we are scattered.  There will always be the desire and need 
for gatherings of corporate worship.  We are the community of the Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ.  
We are designed with a Trinitarian nature for community.  But the absence of a large gathering does 
not mean there is an absence of the community of the Kingdom.  As we have gathered in homes, 
whether as individuals, families, or small groups, we are still covenanted together under the same 
biblical Eldership on the same mission: For the glory of God we will disciple the nations by being and 
producing radical followers of Jesus Christ.  This mission has not changed, even though for a time 
our methods have changed.  Disciple making continues, and you as the members of TRC have 
continued engaging domains of society to serve the City/County and share the Good News. 
 

FAQ: 
Will I be required to wear a mask? 
Not at this time, but we do have masks available if anyone wants one. 
 
What if I have a slight cold?  
Please stay home if you or anyone in your family is not well with any sickness. 
 
How will I register to come? 
https://threeriversc.org/event-registrations or the planning center church center app. 
 
Where can I get a green/yellow/red wristband? 
These will be available on a table in the back of the room each week. 
 
Can I attend service every week? 
Yes, as long as there is space available and you register in advance. 
 
Which service should I come to? 
We are anticipating more people will want to come to the 11:00 service and are encouraging people 
to come to the 9:30 service to maximize available space. 
 
When will Radical Kids start back? 
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We don’t’ know at this time, but it will likely not be this fall.   
 
Is the Mom’s room available? 
Yes, the mom’s room for moms with infants has a live audio/video feed of the service. It is located in 
the UCS library directly next to the auditorium.  
 
Can we use the restrooms at Unity Christian School? 
Yes, but only upstairs.  UCS is having the building cleaned and sanitized after we use it and before 
school, and has asked us to only use the upstairs bathrooms. 
 
What happens after service? 
We will ask you to exit the building fairly quickly for two reasons.  First, those attending the 9:30 will 
need to leave soon after the service is over to allow people coming to the 11:00 service to arrive to 
adequate parking and seating.  Second, we want to reduce crowding and exposure risk in the 
hallways, etc. for everyone attending both services.  We are working on details for setup and 
teardown and will be announcing that information soon. 
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