
 
December 2, 2018 
  
Dear Three Rivers Church family, 
  
In this season of Advent, I want to publicly express thanks to God for almost 16 years of existence as 
a church.  We have experienced God’s blessings together in many ways through these years, and 
one of the tangible ways we’ve seen this has been through the Jolly family and Pastor Mitch Jolly’s 
leadership and service from the first days of Three Rivers until now.  This is an uninterrupted tenure 
that is rarely seen in ministry today. 
  
Lately our pastoral team has discussed ways to ensure pastoral health so that this longevity 
continues to grow and our church stays focused on discipling the nations for the long haul.  One of 
the ways we desire to accomplish this goal is by providing a sabbatical for Pastor Mitch. 
  
Today we are announcing that Pastor Mitch will be taking a sabbatical during the months of February 
and March 2019.  Although that is still two months away, we are making this announcement well in 
advance so the church will be informed and so that proper ministry preparation can be made.  Today I 
want to give you a little bit of the rationale behind this decision, and we’ll be filling you in on the details 
in the weeks to come. 
  
First of All: What is a Sabbatical? 
A sabbatical is an extended time away from routine ministry for the purpose of rest, recharge, and 
refocus. It is meant to provide a time of special renewal for the pastor that will bring personal 
nourishment to his soul, a deeper relationship with the Lord, family renewal, and a clearer 
understanding of God’s direction. 
  
A sabbatical is intended to help prevent ministry burnout and give the pastor a fresh perspective for 
his ministry.   It is not simply a vacation, but a time to escape the tyranny of the urgent and to seek 
the Lord both personally and as a leader in a way that the grind of daily ministry often doesn’t allow. 
Having served both in full-time ministry and now having been a bivocational pastor for the past 15 
years while working in the business world, I can testify that pastoral ministry has unique spiritual and 
emotional burdens and strains that are not found in most other professions.  
  
We see this sabbatical time as both beneficial for Pastor Mitch personally and for the church as we 
seek to follow best practices for long-term ministry health.  It is our hope and prayer that this extended 
time away will help restore and reinforce a foundation for continued pastoral longevity and 
effectiveness. 
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 What is the plan during Pastor Mitch’s sabbatical?  
There are many blessings in having a plurality of elders sharing leadership. No one person has sole 
responsibility for anything, and when one is absent, the other leaders can pull together to meet any 
need. 
 
Three Rivers will continue on as normal during the months of February and March.  The other 
pastors- Jim, Justin, Joseph, Eric, and I will temporarily assume and share Mitch’s roles of ministry 
oversight and preaching.  Capable ministry directors will continue in their leadership and execution in 
their ministry areas. 
 
In order for this to truly be a sabbatical, Mitch will not be leading in any capacity, responding to phone 
calls or emails, providing counsel, etc.  Most weeks he will not be at Three Rivers, as he will have 
some time for travel and study built into his schedule in addition to the rest and recharge.  When he is 
here we strongly encourage you to welcome him but to resist the temptation to ask him to make 
decisions, give input, etc.  We want him to just “be here” in that time.  Some weeks Jennifer and the 
Jolly boys will be here without Mitch, but please don’t use them as conduits to send questions or 
requests to Mitch. 
 
As you need assistance, I encourage you to reach out to another pastor, and we’ll be communicating 
verbally and in writing over the next few weeks who will be assuming primary responsibilities in each 
area. 
 
What is your role during this sabbatical?  
Continue to do what you already do so well: Gather for corporate worship, grow in community, 
engage in your domain.  Pray, encourage, and support Pastor Mitch and his family.  Step up at the 
church so the community of the kingdom is strengthened during this time.  Attend regularly and invite 
others.  Give faithfully and generously.  Volunteer and serve consistently.  Respect boundaries with 
the Jollys.  Look for the ways God acts for his people in this time.  May He receive all the glory as we 
continue to disciple the nations by being and producing radical followers of Jesus Christ.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Emmett Long on behalf of the pastors of Three Rivers Church 
emmett@threeriversc.org 
706-766-8379 
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