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From the Pastor 
 

2021! 
Rarely have people been so eager to turn a calendar.  Usually, I don’t get worked up over New Year’s 
Day – it feels like an artificial difference to me.  Every day is a part of time past and time to come, and 
probably most importantly, time happening. But I must admit, this year I’m all for the calendar flipping.  
 
Besides, on the church calendar January 6h, Epiphany, ushers in a season of light—literally more light 
every day, plus the growing light we seek from the darkness of 2020.  
 
The hymn that came to mind as I thought about this was ELW 726, “Light Dawns on a Weary World”     
by Mary Louise Bringle.  The words are based in part on Isaiah 55:12-13: 
For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Put your name in this passage where it says ‘you.’  Read it slowly, and let the images and promises                  
fill you, as they did the composer. Then, read her hymn: 
 
Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world; the promised day of justice comes.  
 

Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world the promised feast of plenty comes. 
 

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn.  
Hope blooms in a weary world: the promised green of Eden comes.  
 

Refrain: 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;  
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

Thanks be to Christ, our light!        Pastor Sally 

 

Online worship!    

Sundays 9:30am 

 
Contact Pastor Sally (pastorsally @sbcglobal.net) for  

information on how to join Sunday’s service or the                     

Zoom Adult Bible Study at 10:30am. 

 

Anytime after that, you can find it on our Facebook Page 

(Salem Lutheran Church), or on our YouTube channel 

(Salem ELC Stillwater OK).  



  

 From Your President 

 
The calendar says it’s December 20 as I write this and I’m not sure if you will read this before or 

after we celebrate December 25.  I love the Christmas season and all the trimming.  I do decorate 

my house and lovingly refer to it as the “Country Store”, because I have collected so many                    

angels, nativities, Santa’s, trees, ornaments and I love getting them out and remembering where 

and when I bought or was given them. I love the memories, but it is a lot of work and then I love 

baking some special cookies and I find myself feeling behind and usually wondering if I can                    

actually get it all done. I love knowing which family and friends have family/friends coming or they 

are going to visit. This year is different though.  I have done some of the preparations and we will 

have some family here, but I think all the time about those not able to be together.  Hopefully if 

you are staying safe, you have still done the things that make you happy and enjoy the season as 

best you can because the reason we celebrate this season hasn’t changed.  To think that Jesus 

was born like you and me, a small baby, but he was God’s son and would die for all of us and rise 

again.  That is always worth decorating, baking, singing our favorite carols and hymns. 
 

We don’t know what 2021 holds for us. At this time last year we weren’t 

thinking pandemic.  There was no thought we would not all be worship-

ping together, but we have figured out how we can be together only in 

different places and we will continue this till safe to be the same place.  

Thanks to all of you who have supported this decision (though not liking 

it) and have joined our services by Facebook or YouTube, or read the 

service in the comfort of your own home. We are still church together.  
 

Many thanks to all of you who have helped with the services, have kept us involved in the activi-

ties we love to support, continued your monthly offerings and attended our semi-annual  congre-

gational meeting by zoom. We’ve needed all of you!  So I am wishing all of you the “Blessings of 

this Season”.  Be safe and be well. 

Hugs from a distance.  Judy Lewis 

 

How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide! Epiphany reveals a 
new King, the beginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his first healings, his “new 
teaching —with authority” (Mark 1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-
round. But newness can be tough. So we trust that God, who “[makes] all things new” 
while banishing “mourning and crying and pain(Revelation 21:4-5), walks with us  
in this new year —and always.  
 

... this is a time to be born.  
So we turn to you, God of our life  
God of all our years,  
God of our beginning....  
We dare pray that you will do for us  
and among us and through us  
what is needful for our newness.  
Give us the power to be receptive,  
to take the newness you give ....  
There is a time to be born, and it is now.  
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.  
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.   



 

 
Our next Third Sunday 
Food Offering will be on 
Sunday, January 17. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
signed up to get the                       
Lutheran magazine. If you 
are interested in more                 
stories, please check out 
their website 
www.livinglutheran.org - 
there is no password.            
If you would like to have the 
magazine read to you, scroll 
to the bottom and pick 
"Audio Issues".  
 
Our Fifth Sunday Offering 
will be on January 31.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our time for Reverse Advent food                        

collection is drawing to a close.  Since 

we can’t do our collection at church as 

we normally would do, we have a           

couple of alternatives: 
 

•Bring your box to the back parking lot 

at Salem on Wednesday, December 

30 sometime between 11am and 

noon, and you can put your box(es) in 

Annette Cowell’s pickup, and we’ll de-

liver everything to Our Daily Bread 

that day, OR 

•You can drop your box(es) off at 

ODB from 9-1 on weekdays 
 

If neither of those alternatives work for 

you, please contact the office and we 

can come up with some other way. 

(I’m happy to come pick up your                    

offering).  Priscilla Gerfen 

 

From Cindy Pennie, Salem’s Parish Nurse t s 
 

As the country begins to distribute COVID-19 vaccines, there's no doubt scammers are already  

scheming. 
 

Medicare covers the COVID-19 vaccine, so there will be no  

cost to you. If anyone asks you to share your Medicare Number  

or pay for  access to the vaccine, you can bet it's a scam. 
 

Here's what to know: 

•You can't pay to put your name on a list to get the vaccine. 

•You can't pay to get early access to a vaccine. 
 

Don't share your personal or financial information if someone calls, texts, or emails you                       

promising access to the vaccine for a fee. 
 

More Info 

If you come across a COVID-19 vaccine scam, report it to the Federal Trade Commission or call  

1-800-MEDICARE. And check out CDC.gov for trustworthy information on the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

 
 

It is nice to be  

appreciated and 

on behalf of the 

whole staff, we 

would like to 

thank you for the  

generous  

Christmas gifts. 

 

God bless you all! 

 

Pr. Sally, Krystal, 

Lisa, Elizabeth, 

Cindy, Jeremy & 

Olen 

 

http://www.livinglutheran.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjMuMzI0NDUxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZWRpY2FyZS5nb3YvY292ZXJhZ2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtZGlzZWFzZS0yMDE5LWNvdmlkLTE5LXZhY2NpbmU_dXRtX2Nh
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjMuMzI0NDUxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZWRpY2FyZS5nb3YvZm9ybXMtaGVscC1yZXNvdXJjZXMvaGVscC1maWdodC1tZWRpY2FyZS1mcmF1ZD91dG1fY2FtcGFp
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjMuMzI0NDUxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZWRpY2FyZS5nb3YvZm9ybXMtaGVscC1yZXNvdXJjZXMvaGVscC1maWdodC1tZWRpY2FyZS1mcmF1ZD91dG1fY2FtcGFp
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjMuMzI0NDUxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vUmVwb3J0RnJhdWQuZnRjLmdvdj91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDEyMjNfY3ZkX2ZyZF9nYWwmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZW5nbGlzaCZ1
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjMuMzI0NDUxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi92YWNjaW5lcy9pbmRleC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMTIy


Birthdays 
 

 1 Ken Eastman 

 8 Lori Oltmanns 

14 Terry Gipson 

17 Darald Haedt 

23 Elizabeth Albright 

26 Jacob Ebersole  

28 Anita Friedemann 

 Nathaniel Sahs 
 

Anniversaries 
 

 5 Joshua & Amie Haar 

10 Andrew & Caitlin Gipson 

 

 

 

 

 
A Prayer for Health Care Providers,  

from the ELW:  
 

Merciful God, your healing power is  

everywhere about us.  Strengthen those  

who work among the sick; give them courage and confidence in all they 

do.  Encourage them when their efforts seem futile or when death  prevails.   

Increase their trust in your power to overcome death and pain and sadness.  May 

they be thankful for every sign of health you give, and humble before the mystery of 

your healing grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 





 

   

During January the Adult Sunday School class will resume discussions 
based on the Great Courses “Saint Augustine’s Confessions” by  
Professors William R. Cook and Ronald B. Herzman.  
 

The topics will include: 
 January 3rd – “Book X – Augustine the Bishop ” 
 January 10th – “Book X – Augustine on Memory” 
 January 17th – “Book XI – Augustine on Memory” 
 January 24th – “Book XII – Augustine on Biblical Interpretation”  
 January 31st – “Book XIII – Augustine on Creation” 
 

The Adult Discussion Class will continue as a Zoom meeting at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings.  The 
address for the Zoom meetings can be found in Pastor’s Tuesday memos and the Sunday Service E-
Mail. Contact Pr. Sally or Lisa in the office to be sent the information.  
 

 

 

MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Pastor ~ Sally Houck    

Director of Music ~ Krystal Hennessey 

Choir Director ~ Elizabeth Albright 

Office Coordinator ~ Lisa Murray-Francis 

Parish Nurse ~ Cindy Pennie 

Peer Ministers ~  Sydney Ulrich,  

  Jared Smith, Luke Ratke  

Media Specialists ~ Olen Weaver &  

                      Jeremy Hennessey 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 

   
Hours: Tuesday thru 

   Thursday  9 - 11am 

Telephone numbers:   

 405-372-3074,  372-0879  

  (please leave a message!) 

Email Address: salemelc@sbcglobal.net 

 

                               Evangelical Lutheran     

                                   Church (ELCA) 

                                     101 S. Duck St. 

                               Stillwater  OK  74074 

 

STUDY AND PRAYER GUIDES  
 

If anyone is interested in having a copy of the daily 

study and prayer guides  Christ in Our Home (January-

March)  and/or Our Daily Bread  (December-February) 

please come by during office hours. The booklets are on 

the coffee table in the Atrium/Office entrance.  Or call 

or email the office to have it snail mailed the next day 

Lisa is working in the office. 


