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And we're back! I thought the start of
the new year would be the perfect time
to release a new issue of "Let It Shine."
After the abrupt halt to in-person
worship services during the middle of
March 2020, we have been slowly
making our way, safely and faithfully, to
a more pre-pandemic normalcy. Most
recently, we've begun distributing the
Sacrament of the Altar through the use
of a dispenser and individual cups. Yes,
masks are back for the time being, but
that mandate has not stopped us from
receiving God's good gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation, nor has
it stopped us from having His promises
preached into our ears. I know I have
said this many times in the past, but I
need to say it again: thank you for your
patience and understanding. Your
support during all of this craziness has
meant the world to me.

Rest assured, this article (and this issue
of Let It Shine) is not meant to simply
recount the past twenty-one months.

Second, because we are free in Christ
through His all-availing work for us on
the cross, we get to find ways to
motivate one another to love and serve.
I like how Martin Luther put it: "God
does not need your good works, but your
neighbor does." There is no shortage of
people who need Good News preached
to them and good works done for them.

Last, but not least, let's not neglect to
meet together! As often as we are able,
we are encouraged to come together
for worship. Why? Because we need
each other! We need the words and
presence of our brothers and sisters.
And more than that, we need what Jesus
promises to give us in the Divine
Service: the forgiveness of our sins, the
strengthening of our faith, and His
promises once again preached into our
ears! The Last Day is drawing near,
there's no doubt about that. So, let's
continue to encourage one another in
the hope that we have through Jesus.

You know what happened—you lived it!
No, this article is meant to encourage
you, as Christ's church, to continue
living as...well, the Church! 

The author of Hebrews offers us just
such a word of encouragement: "Let us
hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised
is faithful. And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near" (Hebrews 10:23-25). 

We can glean at least three things from
these words. First, our hope in Christ—
the hope that He will come again to
make all things new—is what we
continually need to have preached to
us. We have no hope apart from Jesus.
He will keep His promise to raise us
from the dead, "for he who promised is
faithful." 
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As I write this, I also reflect on the key
headlines for the past month or more—
supply-chain problems…there were
shortages of many products that our
world was trying to acquire for
Christmas. But Christmas is all about
Jesus. He was born into the world to
save humanity—and He did that for us
on the cross. That is fact and He is our
Supply Chain. He is all we need today,
tomorrow, and forever. Our Body of
Christ, our family at St John’s is a place
where we share that belief, that faith,
share in receiving His Body and Blood
every week, and support one another
with our love and our prayers. As we
enter yet another year, I pray that you
will receive His nourishment regularly
in fellowship with your brothers and
sisters in Christ. “I can do everything
through Him who strengthens me”
(Philippians 4:13).

"Fuel for the Soul" is the contribution of
St. John's Stewardship Committee, the
group of dedicated volunteers helping
us to live as free stewards of God's gifts.

But thank God for the gift of Jesus. He
remains the same—yesterday, today,
and forever. We can always trust in
Him, and His promises. He reminds us
in John 16:33: “I have said these things to
you, that in me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation.  But
take heart; I have overcome the world.” I
have read those words many times and I
have always believed those words. But
only recently—with the passing of my
dear Linda—have I felt the enormous
power of those words. I feel His peace
that surpasses my own understanding. I
know Linda is now at peace with the
Lord and I am so thankful for the
wonderful life He blessed us with.
Whatever challenges you face,
remember that Jesus is with you. He will
carry you through whatever you face
and promises an eternity in His
Presence.

FUEL FOR
THE SOUL

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 
 In God, whose word I praise, in God I
trust; I shall not be afraid” (Psalm 56:3-4)

We are now almost two years into a
pandemic that it seems will never leave
us. Our world has been “turned upside
down” in so many ways. We are
surrounded with social unrest, severe
weather events that appear beyond
what we may consider normal, so many
people are hurting—emotionally,
financially—losing hope. Very close to
home, I lost my loving wife of 47 years.
Many others have experienced a similar
loss or suffer with significant health
issues, with little hope for
improvement.

H A N K  F U N S C H
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[Jesus] is our

Supply Chain.



still a success! We continued once a
month.

Then I thought about collecting our
mites, which is such an important part
of our mission goals for the LWML.
They were collected once a month and
sent to our treasurer, or given to her in
church. No encouragement needed. We
collected a LOT of mites during this
time. Then it was time to get approval
to have Ladies Aid start meeting. We
did, masked and sitting at a distance.
Then we started to worship in church,
masked and apart. Fast forward and not
rehashing everything at this point, we
are a family of worshipers again.
Communing together, singing and
praying. No encouragement needed.

However, we still must move forward
with encouraging one another. We can
accomplish this by sending a card,
calling members who cannot attend 
worship due to either the pandemic or
other circumstances. Talking to and

MISSION
MOMENT

The pandemic did a lot of disconcerting
damage to our way of worship and
living. Normalcy would not return to us
for quite some time. However, in the
meantime of trying to stay six feet apart
and masked, I felt the need to move
forward in small ways and not let this
pandemic get the better of me. It was
time to get the ball rolling, with
approval. Time to start collecting food
for the Lutheran Social Services Food
Pantry. The word went out and the
congregation responded. They did not
need encouragement. They wanted to
get the ball rolling again. Monthly food
collections in the parking lot was and is 

B A R B A R A  G R A N T
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We must move forward

with encouraging one

another.

L E T  I T  S H I N E

If you'd like to encourage the
congregation with a brief word or story,
please contact Pastor Jake. 

encouraging one another is a gift we all
have. It costs absolutely nothing.

I will continue to encourage the awesome
members of St. John’s to carry on and
move forward and put the pandemic to
rest, with precautions of course, always
being mindful it’s still out there. We need
that mutual encouragement to spur each
other toward love and good deeds. Most
of all, Pastor always needs our
encouragement now and moving us
forward in hope and faith. 
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