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JOINING JESUS ON HIS MISSION
PASTOR JAKE ALLSTAEDT
Welcome to the first issue of "Let It
Shine": the official newsletter of St.
John's Lutheran Church! I hope and
pray that "Let It Shine" (LIS) will be a
helpful and encouraging offering to our
congregation. LIS will not be a repeat of
"Reflecting His Light," which is our
weekly announcements page, but rather
a unique spotlight on the mission of our
church.
What is our mission? It is to reflect the
light of Jesus Christ by sharing the
Good News of salvation with all people
and by nourishing the faithful through
His Word and Sacraments. The mission
is to make disciples of all people
(Matthew 28:18-20). Salvation comes
through Jesus alone, and there's a world
of people who need to hear that. And as
much as we care about the people in
our lives who do not believe, Jesus cares
about them even more. He is already at
work in their lives.

Our goal, then, is to seek, recognize,
and respond to what Jesus is already up
to in the lives of the people around us.
When we see our mission through that
lens, it becomes a little less scary,
doesn't it? It also helps us to see that
our mission isn't a hobby; it's a lifestyle.
Using Greg Finke's book, "Joining Jesus
on His Mission," we will gain insight,
encouragement, and accountability for
this mindset shift by participating in
"Take-10" conversations. We will take 10
minutes before Bible Study and other
meetings to answer five questions:
1. How did you see God at work in your
life this week?
2. What has God been teaching you in
His Word?
3. What kind of conversations are you
having with your pre-Christian friends?
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4. What good can you do around here?
5. How can we help you in prayer and
what do you want us to ask you about
next week?
I would encourage you to ask these
questions at family gatherings as well.
Another way we will bring our mission
to the forefront is to highlight a mission
story in this newsletter (to start). These
practices (again, to start) will help us
begin to think about our everyday
interactions as opportunities to reflect
the light of Jesus Christ.
It's all about baby steps. We are in this
together, friends. Jesus is already at
work in the lives of people living
without His grace and truth—and we
get to join Him! So, please take the time
to read this first issue of LIS and may it
be a blessing to you!
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FUEL FOR
THE SOUL
HANK FUNSCH
We sent out a letter earlier this year
entitled “Thoughts for the New Year”
which discussed some of the exciting
new things we are doing and
encouraging everyone to continue their
good stewardship and our reaching out
into our communities. Again, our LCMS
defines Stewardship as “a free and
joyous activity of the child of God and
God’s family, the church, in managing
all of life and life’s resources for God’s
purposes.” Our Church Council is
working with the book “Joining Jesus on
His Mission” by Greg Finke. We put an
emphasis on Joining Jesus. He is already
working in your life and in the lives of
each and every person we come in
contact with. All we have to do is to be
mindful of this and recognize that He
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places us in various situations for a
reason. So, very simply, we should seek,
recognize, and respond to what Jesus
is already doing in the lives of the
people we are enjoying. That is good
stewardship…. “managing all of life and
life’s resources for God’s purposes."
Mother Theresa states that “Not all of
us can do great things. But we can do
small things with great love.” We can do
good in small ways. Greg Finke suggests
that random acts of kindness may not
be so random at all, but rather planned
by God. He points us to Ephesians 2:10:
“For we are God’s workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to
do.” The more people we get to know at
some level, just by availing ourselves of
each opportunity to do so and being
mindful that Jesus in at work, right
there, right now…. How can I join Him?
We will be furthering God’s Kingdom at
St. John’s and in our local communities
and neighborhoods. We’ve noted all the
outreach activities that St John’s has
initiated (the recent Trivia
Night was another such activity which
brought DOZENS of non-members in on

the fun and fellowship). We need to
continue to reach out at both the
congregational level and as individuals
as we touch lives in other local settings.

Not all of us can do
great things. But we can
do small things with
great love.
— MOTHER THERESA
I’d like to repeat Paul’s prayer to the
Thessalonians here: "To this end we
always pray for you, that our God may
make you worthy of his calling and may
fulfill every resolve for good and every
work of faith by his power, so that the
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified
in you, and you in him, according to the
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12).
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and she had stopped going to church
because we had talked about it before. I
reminded her about the First
Commandment that you shall have no
other gods. I told her that the rocks
were idols and that they would not help
her find happiness or save her. I was
afraid for her so suggested that she go
DEBBIE BORCHERS
back to church to hear God’s word and
that Jesus is the way the truth and life.
It was a hot summer day and I was
We talked about how everyone goes
working at summer school. The
through ups and downs, but that Jesus
teaching assistant and I went outside
will give you the strength and comfort
with some of the children to the
that you need. You have to trust him. I
playground. She expressed to me how
shared how I started going to bible
unhappy she was with her life. She
study and how much that has given me
couldn’t find a boyfriend and was lonely. an understanding of God’s forgiveness
The rest of the class came out with the
and love. We talked about praying and
teacher and she shared her unhappiness talking to God about anything. I
with her also. She then proceeded to
expressed that he might not answer you
tell us that she went to a little shop that right away put to be patient and trust
a friend told her about and purchased
him. I also told her how I feel after I go
some rocks. These rocks were supposed to church and ask for forgiveness and
to make her feel better. They said Hope, receive his body and blood. She listened
Faith and Love. I guess the look on my
to what I had to say and thanked me for
face said it all. I told her to throw them
telling her to get rid of the rocks. I was
in the garbage and the other teacher
thankful that the children played nice
agreed. I knew we were all Christians
so we could watch them and talk.

MISSION
MOMENT
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She listened to what I
had to say and thanked
me for telling her to get
rid of the rocks.
When I left school, I prayed for her and
the next day I gave her my portals of
prayers. I think of her often because she
works now in another school. I pray
that she has found her way back to God
and realizes how awesome he is and
how much he loves her. He died for all
of our sins and I’m thankful God was
with me that day so I could tell her
about my faith and love for him. He is
our Solid Rock.
If you have a mission story you would
like to share—even and especially a time
when things didn't work out like you
had hoped—please contact Pastor Jake.
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ANNIVERSARIES
APRIL
8
12
21
22

Wolfgang & Eva Porte
Kandiam & Shantini Manoranjithan
Andrew & Jennifer Paris
Trustum & Bev DeVoe

MAY

22 Greg & Karen Lukas

JUNE
4
6
14
23
27

Jake & Christina Allstaedt
Helmut & Gabriella Henrichs
Kenneth & Debra Borchers
Mike & Bernhardine Brody
Philipp & Carla Strauss

BIRTHDAYS
APRIL

Greg Lukas
Joyce Organik
Karin Koppelmann
Zachary Koerber
Rebecca Krass
Ravikumar Johnson
Andrew Paris
Sienna Smith
Brad Coleman
Wolfgang Porte
Willian Shannon
Henry Funsch
Helmut Henrichs
Raymond Wenz

2
4
6
7
7
13
14
14
17
17
18
26
27
27

MAY

Amanda Passero 11
Debra Borchers 16
Yuri Choi 26
Nikki Koch 28
Mike Brody 29

SAVE THE DATE
AUGUST
5-9
2019

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL

ADDRESS
47 Winthrop Street
Williston Park, NY 11596

JUNE

Daniel Wicks
Paul Koppelmann
Hermann Thomann
Joanne Amodeo
Kenneth Mahlmeister
Kishoth Manoranjithan
Jacklyn Amodeo
Jacob Wicks
Cornelia Gutwein
Ginny Liebert-Koster
Marcelo Wicks Cohen

3
6
6
11
13
13
17
18
24
26
27

EMAIL
office@stjohns-wp.org
pastor@stjohns-wp.org

WEB

PHONE

stjohns-wp.org

516.742.5858
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