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In his book, What's So Amazing About
Grace?, Philip Yancey tells the story of a
time when C.S. Lewis powerfully and
succinctly stated the difference
between Christianity and all other
world religions. Yancey writes, "During
a British conference on comparative
religions, experts from around the
world debated what, if any, belief was
unique to the Christian faith. They
began eliminating possibilities.
Incarnation? Other religions had
different versions of gods' appearing in
human form. Resurrection? Again, other
religions had accounts of return from
death. The debate went on for some
time until C. S. Lewis wandered into the
room. 'What's the rumpus about?' he
asked, and heard in reply that his
colleagues were discussing
Christianity's unique contribution
among world religions. Lewis
responded, 'Oh, that's easy. It's grace.'"

St. John's is a place where grace
abounds. The message we receive is the
same message we bring to the world:
God has given His Son, Jesus, up to
death on a cross for our sins, and raised
Him from the dead for our justification.
He freely offers us life and salvation.
There's no catch. No strings attached.
There's nothing you have to do—not
even the smallest little thing—eternal
salvation is a free gift. It is finished.
 
As Yancey wrote, "[Grace] seems to go
against every instinct of humanity." He's
right—it does. And that's why kids' faces
lit up when they realized that the cars
were actually free. You should have
seen it! Parents too!
 
How much bigger and better is God's
free gift of life and salvation? "You think
a free Hot Wheels car is a good deal?
Let me tell you about Jesus..."

Yancey continues: "After some
discussion, the conferees had to agree.
The notion of God's love coming to us
free of charge, no strings attached,
seems to go against every instinct of
humanity. The Buddhist eight-fold path,
the Hindu doctrine of karma, the Jewish
covenant, and the Muslim code of law—
each of these offers a way to earn
approval. Only Christianity dares to
make God's love unconditional."
 
This year, at the Williston Park Street
Fair, we gave out Hot Wheels cars to
kids for free. We did not require anyone
to sign an email list or anything—all we
wanted to do was give away something
free and tell people that Jesus "wheely"
loves them. That was it. But I can't tell
you how many parents refused the
invitation, telling me that "nothing is
free." You know what? They're right.
Well, they're almost right. 
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DAT E S  TO  REMEMBER



Another hindrance to our Christian
service can be that the "opportunity"
takes us out of our comfort zone. I think
anyone who has tried to embrace some
of the principles presented in Joining
Jesus would immediately agree that any
challenges or concerns that they may
have had before they reached out were
greatly overstated. It may be helpful to
consider the wise words of C.S. Lewis
who states: "It is not your business to
succeed, but to do right; when you have
done so, the rest lies with God."
 
"...We have not stopped praying for you
and asking God to fill you with the
knowledge of His will through all
spiritual wisdom and understanding...in
order that you may live a life worthy of
the Lord and may please Him in every
way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God"
(Colossians 1:9-10).
 

Jesus calls us to a life of service, to
carry His cross, to love others. When we
consider these aspects of our life as
Christians, it suggests that God is at
work in each of us whenever we help
others, give of our time and talents in
service to others and when we display
our love for others as is described in the
13th chapter of 1 Corinthians. That is
God working through us. That is being
led by the Spirit.
 
That puts a different perspective on
"interruptions" in our daily lives. I know
I am sometimes guilty of having the
wrong attitude when whatever I'm
doing is interrupted by a phone call, the
door bell, a request for assistance in any
number of circumstances inside or
outside of the home. Yet, interruptions
are exactly those opportunities for
personal interaction with another of
God's creation where our words and
actions are a reflection of God's work
within us, where we can serve and help
and love. Seeing interruptions as
opportunities might just change our
attitudes toward them.

FUEL FOR

THE SOUL

How did you see God at work in your life
this week?  This is one of the five
questions that are posed in Joining Jesus,
by Greg Finke, which Pastor and your
Church Council are embracing as we
work with Jesus in furthering His ministry
at St. John's. I'd like to focus on this
question in our 3rd issue of Let It Shine.
 
A perspective that has been gained in
reading this book is the refreshing
realization that God is always at work in
you, in me, in our brothers and sisters
in Christ, and—yes—even those friends
and neighbors and others we come in
daily contact with. Our omniscient,
omnipresent God is always at work in
each of us.

H A N K  F U N S C H
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"Fuel for the Soul" is the contribution of
St. John's Stewardship Committee, the
group of dedicated volunteers helping
us to live as free stewards of God's gifts.



the greatest cooking. He explained to
me that he was homeless by choice and
let me walk him to the subway. We
exchanged numbers so I could check on
him and made plans to meet the next
day.
 
As soon as he walked onto the subway
the rain eased up, and I found myself
hysterically crying. Just what I needed.
More water! Call mom. She’ll know what
to do. I wonder at what age this is no
longer the solution to everything. I was
so sad that this boy was in so much pain
and that no one stopped to see if he was
alright. I beat myself up because I didn’t
know what to say, and I wished I could
have spoken to my mom before I met
him! Talk to him about God. Remind him
he’s loved. Instead I rambled and
listened to whatever he wanted to share
with me. 
 
The next afternoon I waited on the
bridge where we agreed to meet. He
didn’t show up so I texted, “Did you
forget about me?” He responded that he
shared with the homeless shelter what 

MISSION

MOMENT

I’ve never seen rain like this before. All I
can remember was thinking how
thankful I was that he took my hand and
climbed back over the railing.
 
I was out for a run over the
Williamsburg Bridge when I noticed a
boy hanging over the edge. I paused for
a second. It seemed strange everyone
was continuing their journey without
looking twice at him. I found the
strength to ask if he was alright. “No.”
To be honest, I’m not even sure what I
said to convince him to come back to
the other side of the rail and talk with
me for a while. As soon as his feet hit
safety the sky opened up. We walked in
torrential downpour and spoke about
family and how grandmas always have 

M I C H E L L E  W E N Z
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The fact that I said

anything...saved his life

that night.

L E T  I T  S H I N E

How have you been joining Jesus on His
mission? If you have a story you'd like to
share, please contact Pastor Jake. 

had happened and was sent to the hospital.
told him how proud I was of him.
 
After reflecting on that night, I realized two
things. It’s not necessarily what I said, but
the fact that I said anything at all. We cross
paths with others by the grace of God and
sometimes that could change someone’s
life. The fact that I said anything, even if it
was a neurotic rambling of words, saved his
life that night. I also couldn’t get over the
rain. It was as if we were both being washed
in water and it reminded me of baptism.
Maybe his life was about to change 
because our paths crossed. Maybe God was
reaching out.
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