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Every seminarian is assigned a local
church to attend, and they are to serve
as they are given the opportunity. These
churches are known as "field work"
churches. I have a friend whose field
work church had an enclosed pulpit
with an inscription inside of it that
could only be seen by the preacher. The
inscription was the simple request of
some Greeks in John 12:21: "Sir, we wish
to see Jesus." The inscription was a
reminder to the preacher every time he
stepped into the pulpit. His job is to
deliver Jesus. A long list of Christian
living principles won't do the people
any good, neither will a sermon that
proclaims the preacher as the example
of one who has it all together. No, the
people need Jesus.
 
You do too, don't you? I know I do. I am
a hot mess of a sinner who needs to
hear the Good News of Christ's death 

I also pray that God would continue to
help us see where He is at work in
people around us. We're not the only
ones who need to hear the Good News
of Christ's death and resurrection. Jesus
said, "I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me" (John 14:6). It is only
through faith in Jesus that we have
salvation. Everyone needs Jesus. 
 
How might He already be at work in the
lives of those around you? They could
start asking questions or they could
experience a tragedy. I don't know. All I
know is that God loves them. Jesus died
for them, and, for some reason, He uses
us to speak to them about Jesus. Not a
long list of Christian living principles or
a self-brag about how we have it all
together (we don't). No, we are beggars
telling a fellow beggar about the Bread
of Life. May God use us to that end!

for the forgiveness of my sins, and His
rising from the dead so save me from
death. Jesus gives me peace and hope.
He gives me new life. I need to hear that
often. We all do.
 
Friends, it's the New Year, and with it
comes New Year's resolutions! I find it
interesting that this year is 2020, the
numbers we use to mark good eyesight.
Funny enough, the term "resolution"
can also refer to the number of pixels in
an image. The higher the resolution, the
clearer the image is to see. I pray that
God would help us see Jesus even
clearer in the Scriptures—that God
would placard before our eyeballs and
earballs His finished work on our behalf.
And would that the Greek's request to
Philip in John 12:21 be your request to
the pastor as you walk into the building
with hands open ready to receive: "Sir,
we wish to see Jesus."
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DAT E S  TO  REMEMBER



do is hear Pastor's message on any
given Sunday and we've now "rounded
second base, headed for third."
 
So, I'll return to our Joining Jesus
Mission. We've done a lot in the recent
past, but we can do so much more! We
need more ideas! I think we have great
momentum and very willing volunteers
to support future outreach activities. All
we need are ideas that we can run with.
Please share any thoughts you have
with Pastor Jake, Debbie Franciotti, or
any member of the Church Council. If
you present an idea to pursue, it does
not mean that you will chair the event,
unless, of course, you want to. But we
will be grateful for your suggestion.
 
"Grace is given not because we have done
good works, but in order that we may be
able to do them" (Augustine). 
 
"Fuel for the Soul" is the contribution of
St. John's Stewardship Committee, the
group of dedicated volunteers helping
us to live as free stewards of God's gifts.

neighbors to bring their kids to the
event (let's pray for good weather).
 
Think about the non-churched who are
perhaps interested in going to church
and to hear the Good News. They may
not even be aware of the Good News,
but feel they are missing something not
attending church services, or they feel
their children are missing something.
But to walk into a strange church,
knowing no one, can be a challenging
situation for many...and so, it often
doesn't happen, or it is postponed until
some future time that often never
arrives. That is where our outreach
activities can help immensely. Non-
members meet the family of St. John's in
an informal setting, see-and sense-the
Christian community and atmosphere
that exists among us and get to know
several of us, however slightly. That can
make a huge difference in their comfort
level in walking into our church for a
Sunday service. And, I'll add an
unsolicited plug for our wonderful
blessing, Pastor Jake. All they need to 

FUEL FOR
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In this issue of "Let it Shine," I'd to focus
again on the question from Greg Finke's
book, "Joining Jesus on His Mission": what
good can we do around here?
 
If we look back over the past year or
two, we've done a lot in reaching out
into the community with various
activities that have brought St. John's
members together with friends and
neighbors. Among them, the September
Street fare with race care giveaways,
Trunk-or-Treat on Halloween, the
Veterans' Day luncheon and singalong.
We are planning an Egg Hunt around
Easter time with the intention of
inviting non-member friends and 
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To my surprise, Stephen pulled out a
small Bible from his desk, flipped it
open randomly, and tried to pronounce
the name of the book in the top right
corner as a joke. I helped him
pronounce it: "Ecclesiastes." It was no
coincidence that Ecclesiastes 3:11 had
been a verse I was enjoying recently, so
I decided to show it to him. After some
initial confusion and explaining, my
Bible podcast mention had suddenly
turned into an hour long conversation
about Christ. One verse had already
stirred his heart, so imagine what the
other 30,000 or so verses could do! We
agreed to continue exploring the Bible
together, and a few months later, I
could not believe my eyes when I saw
him proclaiming Christ to be His Lord
and Savior with the most beaming smile
on his face. I cannot emphasize enough
how important and special this moment
was for my Christian life. This
indescribable joy and awe came over
me, knowing that God really just saved
one of my closest friends.
 
Stephen had owned a Bible because a
close friend of his had passed it down to
him as a parting gift. Even when
Stephen and that friend parted ways,
God shuttled him over to me and
plopped him right into room 424 with
me. The culmination of so many little
moments of care, love, and exposure to
the living Word of God ultimately led
Stephen to his Savior. Even when you
don't think you have much to give, or
when you think your portion is too
small to do anything significant, I'd 

MISSION

MOMENT

Let me start off by saying this: one of
the greatest joys in the world is
watching someone you deeply care
about have a real experience with the
Lord. When I look back, it all started
with a small moment of opportunity
that I took advantage of, and to see how
God cultivated that seed into salvation
honestly blew me away. God is seriously
so real and so powerful. He hears your
prayers. There is power in His Word,
and His Word can produce faith in the
person who hears it. He has given us the
privilege to proclaim this Gospel to the
nations, and we can witness firsthand
just how much God can do when we lay
the groundwork for Him.
 
I met a kid named Stephen during one
of my first days at Boston University.
We went from acquaintances to
becoming best friends in a matter of
days, and eventually we spent our
sophomore year living together in the
same dorm. On a day like any other, I
mentioned to Stephen that I was
listening to a Bible podcast, and I never
thought that small mention of the Bible
would turn into one of my most
impactful experiences as a college
student. 
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The Word of God is

living and operative. Do

you believe that?

L E T  I T  S H I N E

How have you been joining Jesus on His
mission? If you have a story you'd like to
share, please contact Pastor Jake. 

Think of your loved ones. Think of your
closest friends. Think of your beloved
family members. Now think of what Christ
has done in your life. Think about all He has
saved you from, and think about the work
that He is continuing to carry out in your
life to this day. Think about the reality and
meaning He has given to you in the midst of
a world full of vanity. Don't you want that
so desperately for the ones you care about?
While yes, failures will come and every
story will not develop into one of success, it
is always better to say something than to
say nothing. God will cause the growth, but
we need to plant, and we need to water. I'm
praying earnestly that someone who is
reading this can experience the same joy I
felt, watching Stephen shine as a new
creation. Trust in Him, trust in His Word.
The same God that transformed your life
can do the same in someone you care
about. Much grace to you all!

encourage you to test and see what our
God can do with it. The Word of God is
living and operative. Do you believe that?
After what I experienced, I have no doubts.
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EPIPHANY

Have you recently read the four Gospels? Have you
ever read the four Gospels? The Atlantic District
and our church are challenging everyone to read
the four Gospels during the 2020 Epiphany season.
 
Read two chapters a day starting the First Sunday
after the Epiphany, January 12, and concluding the
last day of Epiphany, Tuesday, February 25. 

GOSPEL CHALLENGE


