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How does the Gospel—Christ crucified
for us sinners—inform our vocation?
That's the question we're addressing in
this issue of Let It Shine. When I say
vocation, I'm not just referring to the
narrow meaning of your job, but the
more broader meaning of all the things
that you've been given to do. Think of
your vocation in terms of the
relationships into which God has placed
you. Are you a mother? Father?
Grandparent? Brother? Sister? Child?
Aunt? Uncle? Friend? Coworker? All of
the labors of life, even and especially
the ordinary and mundane, are rich
with meaning. They are also rich with
God's presence! God is at work, hidden
through these vocations, to minister to
us and through us. Martin Luther called
our vocations "masks of God." What we
see is the person, but God is behind the
scenes, hidden in the callings He has
chosen for us. 

And knowing that your standing before
God rests solely on Christ's finished
work for you, you are now free to give
yourself to benefit others. After all, God
doesn't need your works, but the people
He has called you to certainly do!

To sum it all up, let me quote Luther in
his exposition of 1 Peter 2:16: "We are to
act in liberty as the servants of
God...not as servants of men. Yet in case
anyone desires anything of me by which
I may be of service to him, I will
cheerfully do it out of good will, without
considering whether it has been
commanded or not...This should be the
character of all our works: they should
flow forth freely from our affection and
love and should all be directed toward
our neighbor, since we have no need to
perform them in order to become holy
by them." May the preaching of the
Gospel continue to free us to love and
serve as "masks of God" in the world.

So, what does the Gospel have to do
with our vocations—our callings—in
life? The proclamation that Christ was
crucified for you actually frees you to
benefit others. How does it do that?
Instead of having to earn your
righteousness before God by your
works, Jesus imputes, or gives, His
righteousness to you by faith. Paul puts
it this way in Romans 4:4-5, 24b-25:
"Now to the one who works, his wages
are not counted as a gift but as his due.
And to the one who does not work but
believes in him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness...It will be counted to us
who believe in him who raised from the
dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered
up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification." Your sins are forgiven and
you are counted as righteous before
God by grace alone through faith alone
in Jesus Christ alone!
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In His Plan, He places me with
circumstances, opportunities,
challenges, and relationships where the
Spirit guides me to utilize His Gifts of
TT&T to serve love to a world that so
desperately needs love. As Paul states in
the final verse of the well-known
wedding chapter on love: “So now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three, but
the greatest of these is love” (1
Corinthians 13:13). How can I serve love
to my neighbor, utilizing God’s gifts of
time, talent and treasure? As I abide in
the Spirit, He will direct my path.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make
straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them.”

We have, by God’s grace, been saved by
His Gift of faith. We are His
workmanship, His vessel, created for
good works. I focus on Paul’s words:
“which God prepared beforehand.”  I
recognize that I am God’s workmanship
and, along with His priceless gift of
faith, He provides time, talents, and
treasures (TT&T) so that I may “walk in
them” in accordance with His plan. That
means to me that the time, talents, and
treasures that are part of His
workmanship of this earthly vessel are
not mine. They are gifts from God. I am
merely a steward of these gifts and I
walk in them through the power of the
Holy Spirit as He guides me through my
earthly journey.  

FUEL FOR
THE SOUL

One of my favorite verses in God’s Holy
Word is Ephesians 2:8-10 because, in
these three verses, it “sets the record
straight” as to who we are as Christians
and how we live out our faith.

“For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is a gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God 
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it was because of God’s love that I am
free to love. My profession is my
vocation; and for those of you who
enjoy etymology as I do, you might
recognize that vocation comes from the
Latin, vocationem, which means to be
called. My faith is not only what I
believe, but what helped me to
understand exactly what it is that God
has truly called me to do. It teaches me
that I am free to love and serve others
because I am secure in Christ; and what
better way to do so than with the gifts
that I was given? I am free to serve my
neighbor through Christ, as well as
because of His righteousness. I believe
it is my God-given gift of my
comprehension of pharmacy and to take
that knowledge to help and educate my
neighbor. It is why I choose to serve
every patient I encounter with
kindness, empathy, knowledge, and
compassion. It is because of my faith
that I am able to better serve my
community in how I practice pharmacy
and temper my ideals as a pharmacist.

GRACE
PLACE

My faith has been an ever-present force
in my life, even if it wasn’t always
actively acknowledged. My early
exposure to religion instilled a familiar
belief in God, but it was not until my
college years that I began a true
exploration of my faith. I had
experienced a void and, called by the
Holy Spirit, I recognized that something
was missing. So, I began my personal
quest. 

At St. John’s Lutheran Church, I realized
that my faith was the biggest influence
in choosing a profession like pharmacy.
Pastor Jake helped me to realize and to
grow in my faith through many
theological discussions, where I learned 
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His love allows us

to feel compassion.
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If you'd like to encourage the
congregation with a brief word or story,
please contact Pastor Jake. 

When a patient approaches me frustrated;
often times confused or unsure of a
physician’s instructions, I desire to provide
compassion, as well as guidance. It is my
belief that my faith through my vocation
reflects God’s promise; His love allows us to
feel compassion. And that compassion
within the medical field is often overlooked,
but it can often be the best medicine for
someone who is frustrated, overwhelmed,
or burdened. If I can take the time to simply
talk to patients, sharing the knowledge that
I have as a pharmacist and help them with
whatever questions that they might have, I
am secure. I am free in knowing that I am
doing God’s work; to love and help my
neighbor because of Christ’s love for me.
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