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December 31 

A New Year’s Blessing! 
Today is New Year’s Eve! I have a few questions for you.  
 
Do you have any special plans to get together with your family or 
friends? Will you be watching the ball drop in New York City tonight? 
Will you stay up to welcome in the new year, or will you go to bed at 
your regular time?   
 
Tomorrow is January 1, 2022! What about tomorrow? Will tomorrow 
be just another day - a normal Saturday at your home? Do you have to 
work tomorrow, or is it a day off? Is it part of your tradition to have a 
Lehigh Valley favorite, pork and sauerkraut, to kick off your new year? 
Will you be watching the Citrus Bowl or the Outback Bowl? 
 
With a brand new year comes an opportunity to have a fresh start! 
Maybe you want to start a new exercise routine. There could be a new 
book you want to begin reading. Possibly you want to commit to 
reading a passage of Scripture and praying each day. You may want 
to make church attendance a priority this new year. You may want to 
increase the amount of time you spend with your family. 
 
As we look out at the year ahead, I want to share the following New 
Year Blessing with you: 
 
“May the Lord bless you and protect you. May the Lord smile on you 
and be gracious to you. May the Lord show you His favor and give 
you His peace. I ask Him to strengthen you by His Spirit – not a brute 
strength, but a glorious inner strength – that Christ will live in you as 
you open the door and let Him in. I ask Him that, with both feet 
planted in love, you’ll be able to take in, with all the followers of Jesus, 
the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love! 

            38 

 
We hope that you are encouraged to encounter the birth of Jesus in 
new and different ways through this Advent Devotional, written 
especially for you by the BWC staff. 
 
This year, we will focus on some of the gifts of the season - gifts like 
gratitude, service, and most importantly, the good news of Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Each week of this devotional centers upon a theme and features five 
scripture-based readings and one weekly call-to-action. You may want 
to flip ahead to the end of the week for a preview of this call-to-action, 
in which you’ll be encouraged to display the gifts of the season in a 
tangible way. 
 
In addition, weekly videos will be posted to the Bethany Wesleyan 
Facebook Page. 
 
We’d love to hear your stories of how God uses this devotional and the 
call-to-action moments to encourage you and our community. Please 
send us an email at info@bethanywes.org or share on your social media 
pages and tag us at #bethanywesleyan. 

 

Preface 
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The phrase “shed light” originated in the early European English 

language. The comforting glow of a crackling fire in a room dispelled 

darkness and fear. As a result, this phrase refers to any information 

that may clear doubts or clarify a situation. However, there are times 

when light may also expose conflict, unholy motivations, or sin itself.  

In our passage, Jesus came as The Light to oppose all powers of 

darkness. He came to clarify and complete the work of the Father. We 

would think the hearts of all those living in darkness would have 

gladly welcomed the light of the Messiah, but that is not what 

occurred. There were those who opposed the light and all that it 

represented. People’s hearts and attitudes were revealed. A battle of 

good and evil ensued. But the good news is “the darkness has not 

overcome it.” 

 

In Greek, to “overcome” also meant to gain a greater understanding. 

We have the privilege of understanding why Jesus came to earth. 

Luke 19:10 reminds us He came to seek and save the lost. As we 

accept the gift of the light of Christ, we can lead the way for others to 

join in this journey of faith. By doing so, others can experience a 

clearer and brighter future as darkness and fear are dispelled by the 

beautiful light of the Savior.  

 

Prayer: 
Lord, prepare my heart for this Advent season. Shine through me and 
make me an instrument of Your peace. Amen. 
 

December 30 

Reflections on Giving 

Have you ever asked someone what they wanted for Christmas only 
to have them reply, “I don’t really need anything”? It might make you 
wonder if they mean it or if they really don't want anything. The fact is, 
everyone appreciates a kindness shown to them whether they need it 
or not. The gifts may seem insignificant, but the thought behind them 
goes a long way to show love and kindness to the person you give 
them to. 
  
This is what happened to Paul while he was in prison. He experienced 
the generosity of some very ordinary people that did not have much 
to give. Yet they gave out of their resources just the same. Their gifts 
were so meaningful that Paul wrote about it in the Bible. The gifts 
encouraged him and gave him the assurance that God continued to 
see and care for him. He told them their generosity would not go 
unnoticed or unrewarded by God!  
  
You may not have much in the way of tangible gifts to give, but any 
gift of encouragement and hope will impart love and appreciation. 
You have the ability to carry the love of Christ deep into the hearts of 
others. Like Paul, your family or friend will find your warm intentions 
satisfy their heart in ways they never anticipated. So whether your 
friend is in prison like Paul, in a hospital, at their home, or anywhere 
else, give your gift, no matter the size. This is what the Philippians did 
and - to a greater degree - this is what God did by sending us the gift 
of Jesus Christ!  
  

Heavenly Father, I thank You for the opportunity to share the gift of 
Jesus with others, whether through tangible gifts, acts of kindness, or 
spoken words. Give me the courage to be intentional about loving 
others well. Amen. 

November 29 
 

The Light of all Humankind 



 

 

             

December 29 

Reflections on Service 

It’s been four days since Christmas, but you may still find yourself 
surrounded by things that remind you of Christmas. My favorite are 
the cookies. Not just any cookie… chocolate chunk cookies. I head to 
the living room to enjoy them, cookies that my family and friends 
made, and I sit by the Christmas lights still strung on the tree. That is 
my favorite time. You see, these cookies were made with love. You 
can tell because they are still soft and gooey… or maybe it’s because 
they were made just for me. They knew these were my favorite. They 
were a gift. 
 
We are given the opportunity to show others that same love and live 
like Jesus did. By His actions, Jesus has shown us how to live 
generously. We can act out of that same generous spirit by giving to 
others. God does not intend giving to be done as an obligation. 
Giving with a cheerful heart is an opportunity for believers to 
participate with God in meeting the needs of the poor. This increases 
generosity in believers, so we not only give more, but are thankful for 
the opportunity to bless others. God will be glorified through all gifts. 
 
As it says in 2 Corinthians 9:11, “You will be enriched in every way so 
that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” We have all been given 
gifts from the Holy Spirit. How will you continue to use yours to bless 
others? 
 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the opportunity to give to others. Thank 
You for allowing us to be vessels of generosity and love. Amen. 

            36 
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Hope. People hope for many things. We hope for the desires of our 
hearts, for higher positions in life, and for the best for the future.  
Many of these hopes are practical – they could bring about more 
opportunities and better circumstances. Things that will change our 
lives and meet our needs.   
 
We meet Zechariah and Elizabeth in Luke 1:5-23. At one time, this 
God-fearing couple had a hope. A meaningful and practical hope for 
their lives. They hoped for a child. Unfortunately, they reached a place 
in life where their hope in this had become small, if they even held on 
to hope at all. The reality of age and more were taking a toll upon 
their hope. 
 
When an angel of the Lord brought the news of a child to Zechariah, 
he couldn’t believe it. A child? Now? It was the truth. They were to 
have a child! And more, he was promised to be a joy and a delight to 
them! 
 
As we come into this Advent season, may we be reminded to hold on 
to hope! Whatever your story is, whatever burden you face, whatever 
hope you long for - hold on! It is never too late for God!   
 
Furthermore, as followers of Jesus Christ, may we be reminded that 
we share a deeper hope – a hope that touches the deepest longings 
of the human soul. We have hope for redemption. While the world 
around us may not be at its best, hope still abounds! 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, help us to dwell in Your peace this Christmas. Amen. 
 

November 30 
 

Birth of John Foretold 
December 28 

Reflections on Jesus 

 
A young North Carolinian mother discovered that she was pregnant…
again. This was not in her plans, and she was unprepared to care for 
another child. She chose to give the child up for adoption. She gave 
the gift of parenthood to a couple who could not become parents on 
their own. This couple was now able to be parents through the 
selfless love of this young mama.  
  
“God did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all” (vs. 32).  
Even greater than the love of this mother is the love that God showed 
to us by giving up His only begotten Son for each of us. She gave up 
her child so that the child could live, but God gave His Son over to 
death so that WE could live. Of course, we know this was not any sort 
of divine child abuse, because Jesus said in John 10:18, “No one can 
take My life from Me. I sacrifice it voluntarily” (NLT). He went on to say 
He had the authority not only to lay His life down, but to take it up 
again. So we worship a Messiah who was born, died, and was raised 
to life for the purpose of love for all humanity. And there is absolutely 
nothing that can take that sacrificial, personal, eternal love away from 
us. It’s ours to cherish and enjoy every day!  
  

Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us with an everlasting, life-
giving, selfless love. Help me to live my life this day as a child who is 
truly and deeply loved, and help me share that love with others. Amen. 
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December 1 

Genealogy of Jesus 

Have you ever been to a fair and had the chance to spin a wheel for 
prizes? It’s exciting to think about where the wheel may land, but it's 
easy to get dizzy as you watch for what happens! When you look at 
the genealogy listed in the opening book of the New Testament, your 
mind cannot help but spin. There are some very famous and infamous 
people listed among the names. No doubt, people would hear that 
Jesus was a distant relative of Abraham or David and tell Him that He 
had a lot to live up to if He was going to be that good. Others may 
have remembered the less-than-impressive stories of Tamar and 
Rahab and said that nothing very special would ever come from 
someone with relatives like that! 
  
Jesus could have listened to conversations like this and allowed them 
to limit His perspective on His earthly mission. But He locked into the 
will of the Father in Heaven and set out to fulfill the mission God had 
called Him to. This should be our goal as well. Each of us are called by 
God to live out our own life. We aren’t limited by the lofty or lackluster 
historic experiences lived out by our relatives. This is your God-given 
life, and it is time for you to give it all to Him!  
  
Don’t let your legacy be left to dizzying chance, much like a Spinning 
Wheel. Decision by decision, let your legacy be noble. By choosing to 
go forward in God’s mission for you, you too will touch many for Him 
and make the world a better place. Like Jesus, you will encounter 
challenging seasons in your life, but your journey will have some 
amazing experiences as well. At the end of your journey, you will be 
able to look back and echo the great words of Jesus: “I have done the 
will of Him who sent me!”  
  
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, I choose to move forward in Your mission for my life. 
Help me be locked into what Your will is so that, at the end of my days, 
I can say, “I have done the will of Him who sent me.” Amen. 

December 27 

Reflections on Gratitude 

In the afterglow of Christmas, I’d like to invite you to pause. Just 
take a moment and think of how you’ve seen God move this 
season. Maybe it was getting the whole family together again 
for the first time in a long time. Perhaps it was the healing of a 
loved one. Maybe it is simply that you survived the holidays and 
the wonderful insanity of it all! Take a moment and thank Him 
for that. 
 

Sometimes it is difficult to recognize the gifts He has given us, 
but they are all around us if we know how to look for them. The 
smiles of family and friends can be a sign of overflowing joy. 
Apart from Christ, happiness is fleeting; in Him, joy continues to 
fill our hearts. Experiencing peace after a chaotic season can 
point to His presence and grace sustaining us! The point is this: 
we have an opportunity to give credit where it is due, and that 
is to God. 
 

So let’s take a moment and thank Him for all He has done. 
 

As we look toward the coming year, we may already have 
resolutions set in our mind. But I want to encourage you to 
consider this one first and foremost: “Whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (v. 17). 
 

Give thanks to Him with every new morning, every hard 
conversation, every blessing you see. Maybe, just maybe, you’ll 
begin to notice Him more with every step. Let’s begin living 
lives of gratitude throughout the whole year. Starting now we 
have the chance to give thanks! 
 

Prayer: 
Lord, we thank You for loving us enough to be involved and 
invested in our lives. We praise You for all You have done, and 
we’re blessed knowing there is more to come. May we always 
be grateful to You for Your love. Amen. 
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December 2 

Birth of Jesus Foretold 

Have you ever had an encounter with someone you weren’t 
expecting? Maybe you were out at the grocery store and bumped 
into an old friend. Maybe it was while you were out for a meal. Maybe 
you were simply at home and someone dropped by unannounced. 
These encounters can be tied to a variety of different emotions - 
sometimes positive, sometimes negative, and other times just 
downright confusing.  
 
In Luke 1, we learn of Mary’s unexpected encounter with the angel 
Gabriel. At first glance, this visit seems perplexing and troubling to 
Mary (Luke 1:29). However, we quickly learn that, while this visit was 
surprising, it surely wasn’t a coincidence. The angel tells Mary that she 
has found favor with God and is going to be the conduit He uses to 
bring His Son, the Savior of all humanity, into the world. Mary might 
not have felt worthy of this calling, but her willingness to follow God’s 
plan displays her rock solid faith - not only in God, but also in the 
Savior she would soon give birth to. This is the very Savior who, 
through His death and resurrection, would provide hope for all 
people through all generations!  
 
Each of us has the opportunity to experience this hope through a 
personal relationship with Jesus. He is knocking at the door of your 
heart. All you have to do is open the door and invite Him in. No 
matter what we are facing in our lives, one thing is clear: His presence 
changes everything!  
 

God, we thank You for the incredible gift of Your Son, Jesus! Amen. 

            33 
            6 

December 26 

Christmas Word Scramble! 

All the words below are related to Christmas.  

However, they have all been mixed up! 

Can you help by unscrambling them? 

 

RATS _________________________________________ 

STHICMRSA ___________________________________ 

SMWANNO ___________________________________ 

TERE _________________________________________ 

LRDOHUP_____________________________________ 

RPNETES______________________________________ 

AANST________________________________________ 

ALGNE________________________________________ 

KTUERY_______________________________________ 

LHISEG_______________________________________ 

TADRNEICOOS_______________________________ 

ERGANDIBGER ANM___________________________ 

STAR, CHRISTMAS, SNOWMAN, TREE, 

RUDOLPH, PRESENT, SANTA, ANGEL, TURKEY, 

SLEIGH, DECORATIONS, GINGERBREAD MAN 
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December 25 

Call to Action: Gift of Giving 

Merry Christmas!  
 
Today people around the world will give and receive many gifts. 
Some gifts will have taken much thought and effort. Most gifts are 
given as a token of love and appreciation.  
 
As a church body, we want all people to know that they are loved.  
As you share the love of Christ this week, we are also asking that you 
take time to give a gift to someone with whom you might not normally 
exchange a gift. Maybe a neighbor. Maybe someone you see while 
shopping who looks like they could use a “pick me up.” Maybe a co-
worker who’s been struggling. Over the next week, use the attached 
gift card holder and add a gift card in any amount (a $5 Dunkin gift 
card can bring someone much joy). As you offer this gift to enjoy, you 
may also want to invite them to a service at one of our campuses. It 
will be an opportunity to give a gift that keeps on giving! 
 
This week I will give a gift to: 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

 
December 3 

Gratitude 

My parents taught me manners. Some of those lessons were not 
learned easily or without a whole lot of repetition (and the occasional 
scolding), but it worked. As an adult, I’m sure to say my pleases and 
thank-yous. The practice of showing gratitude is now almost a reflex.  
 
But what about the kind of gratitude that Mary displays at the news of 
her pregnancy? When was the last time your “soul” praised 
something? It was probably a big event - the birth of a child, the 
restoration of a relationship, rescue from a difficult financial situation, 
or the answer to a serious health concern.  
 
Slow down for a minute today and remember a time when you were 
truly and deeply thankful for something. Then ask, “What do I have 
today that can stir up that same level of deep appreciation?” 
 
For some, that answer will come easily. For others, blessings may be 
harder to come by, unless we turn our attention to God and His 
goodness toward us. Look for moments of His grace, love, guidance, 
provision, and - as Mary received - the joy of His son, Jesus.  
 
Advent is a time to remind your soul to praise. To look through the 
routine gratitude, we (hopefully) show every day — which is good — to 
the greater, deeper, spirit-rejoicing gratitude for the best gifts in life.  
 

 
Dear God, awaken in my heart a spirit of gratitude this Christmas. In 
seasons when my spirit is dry, help my soul to rejoice again. Amen. 
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December 24 

The Magi Visit  the Messiah 

Have you ever pondered, painstakingly, over a gift for a family 
member or friend?  
 
I have one family member in particular who was not present in my life 
for many years. When they returned and started to build a 
relationship with my family, I never felt like I could find the right or 
“perfect” gift for them when it was gift-giving time. I felt like there 
were expectations to meet, and I wanted the gift to really mean 
something to them - not just another gift to add to the pile.  
 
In today’s Bible verses, the Magi (Persian court officials who were part 
priest, part astronomer, and part royal advisor) had been following 
the star to find the Messiah. By this time, Jesus would have been 
somewhere around two years old. I am sure there were “piles” of gifts 
bestowed upon this little King, but three stood out: gold represented 
His kingship, frankincense corresponded to His priestly role, and 
myrrh symbolized His death that would cover all. Even though they 
had never met this little one, they delivered the “perfect” gifts 
representing who the Messiah was.  
 
The most precious gift we have is life — life in the present and life 
eternal. I would encourage you to live fully, developing your abilities 
to be a gift giver of the gospel. It’s the best gift you can give! 
 
 

Lord, may I live in a way that represents the life You have given me in 
the best way possible. May I take every opportunity to share the gift of 
the gospel and expand Your kingdom. Amen. 



 

 
December 4  

Call to Action: Gift of Gratitude 

I’m not a particularly good gift-giver. I have the best intentions and a 
strong desire to impress the lucky recipient of my shopping and 
wrapping endeavors (which are also less than perfect), but too often I 
find my efforts fall short. Maybe you’re like me. Or perhaps finances 
are tight this year or those supply-chain shortages are messing with 
your Christmas shopping plans. It’s okay! 
 
Remember: sometimes the greatest gift we can give someone is a 
“thank you.” In the activity and busyness of the season, remember to 
stop and show appreciation. This week, make it a point to tangibly 
thank someone. Maybe they did you a big favor, played an important 
or underappreciated role in your life, or just seem to always be there 
for you. Maybe they are just that friendly face that hands you your 
coffee with a smile every morning. Give them a gift: let them know 
they are appreciated. It might be a small token. Or a heartfelt written 
note. Or a verbal expression of gratitude. Whatever it is, give it. It will 
bless you and them.  
 
 
This weekend, I will share the Gift of Gratitude with 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
This weekend, I will share the Gift of Gratitude by 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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December 23 

Jesus Presented in the Temple  

 
Have you ever waited on an important package to arrive? Maybe a 
new shirt from your favorite online store or a new gadget to install at 
the house? No matter what the item is, there is a certain level of 
anticipation, excitement, and sometimes frustration that comes as you 
wait! I imagine Simeon must have felt the same way. The Holy Spirit 
had revealed to him that he wouldn’t die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah, but there was no timeline other than that! So Simeon 
waited at the temple in hopes of seeing Jesus. When Mary and 
Joseph arrived at the Temple with Jesus, the Holy Spirit led Simeon 
right to them. Simeon held the Messiah in his arms and blessed Him! 
Having seen Jesus, Simeon considered his life complete.  
 
I can’t imagine what Jesus’ parents were feeling when Simeon 
approached them. Did they experience peace at the confirmation of 
everything God had revealed to them? Excitement for what Jesus was 
going to be? Sorrow that not everyone would joyfully accept Him? 
The one thing that would have stood out was the amount of hope 
Simeon had as he held Jesus. This was Israel's Consolation, their 
Comforter! Jesus had come to right the wrongs and save all those 
who believed in Him! Eternal hope was wrapped up in this tiny human 
form, and Simeon had finally received his long-awaited promise.  
 
Jesus came, and with Him came hope - hope that once again all 
would be made right. What are you hoping for this Christmas season? 
 

 
Thank You for Simeon’s contagious hope. You haven’t stopped 
fulfilling promises and bringing hope to Your people. Come thou long 
expected, Jesus. Amen.  
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December 5 

Christmas Trivia! 

_____What Child is This? 

_____We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

_____God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

_____Sweet Little Jesus Boy 

_____O Holy Night 

_____It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

_____I’ll Be Home for Christmas 

_____Angels We Have Heard on High 

_____We Three Kings 

_____O Come All Ye Faithful 

_____Little Drummer Boy 

_____Fum, Fum, Fum 

 

1. Good tidings we bring to you and your kin 

2. Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

3. Please have snow and mistletoe and presents on the tree 

4. Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day 

5. From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 

6. Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary 

7. The ox and lamb kept time 

8. Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light 

9. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation 

10. The world, they treat you mean, they treat me mean, too 

11. And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains 

12. On December five and twenty 

1=We Wish You a Merry Christmas; 2=O Holy Night; 3=I’ll Be Home for 

Christmas; 4=God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen; 5=It Came Upon a Midnight Clear; 6=What 

Child is This?; 7=Little Drummer Boy; 8=We Three Kings; 9=O Come All Ye Faithful; 

10=Sweet Little Jesus Boy; 11=Angels We Have Heard on High; 12=Fum, Fum, Fum  

December 22 

The Shepherd’s Discovery 

The Discovery Channel, which is available on most major television 
and streaming services, offers the viewer over 55,000 episodes to 
watch. Food, animals, reality, home improvement - you can discover a 
program that will entertain, inspire, and instruct you. The idea of 
navigating 55,000 episodes seems overwhelming to most people. I 
wonder if the shepherds felt overwhelmed at the task of navigating 
their way to the baby in the manger. 
 
Thankfully, the shepherds were given the gift of some instructions and 
information from the angels on how to find the Messiah. As soon as 
they discovered the manger and baby, they couldn’t help but “spread 
the word” to all they came in contact with (vs. 17). They returned from 
their trip “glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen” (vs 20). 
 
Sometimes we may be overwhelmed with the task of navigating this 
world - from the tedious task of navigating media choices to the 
serious business of relationships, medical needs, and finances. 
Thankfully, much like the shepherds, we are given the gift of 
instruction found in God’s Word and the ability to receive wisdom 
through the help of the Holy Spirit. All of those who have joined in the 
shepherds’ discovery of Jesus will be able to join in with all of heaven 
in “glorifying and praising God” for the good and perfect gift He has 
given to us: our Savior, the Messiah, the Lord! 
 

: 
Heavenly Father, thank You for the good and perfect gift of Jesus, our 
Savior, the Messiah. May I be like the shepherds and help spread the 
word of the good news that this Christmas season brings. Amen. 



 

 
December 6 

Joseph’s Gift 

Getting married can be a crazy time, full of excitement and dreams. 
The next phase of your life is about to start. Joseph and Mary were on 
the brink of this new chapter, yet things did not play out as they were 
anticipating. 

 
Mary’s unexpected pregnancy surely raised a few eyebrows in her 
community. Joseph's plan to leave Mary quietly was an honorable 
one. But an angel came to Joseph, confirming that Mary was telling 
him the truth. Her child was the Son of God! 

 
In that moment, Joseph had two options: he could choose to walk 
away and leave Mary, or he could stay with her and raise Jesus, the 
Son of God, as his own.  
 
This gift presented to Joseph from God was not one he expected or 
ever imagined. But Joseph was honored to be the father of the Son of 
God.  
 
We are not always expecting what happens to us throughout our 
lives. There are many days filled with amazing memories, yet some 
things come along and completely change our lives. 
 
Joseph's gift was from God Himself - an opportunity to be the father 
of Jesus Christ. Joseph did not allow the situation he was in to change 
who he was or diminish his faith in God. He continued to follow God, 
even as he embarked on an adventure he never dreamed of! 
 

Lord, let us be like Joseph, continuing to follow You wherever You take 
us. May we believe and trust in You. Help us to allow You to be the 
leader of our lives. Amen. 
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December 7 

The Leap of Joy 

Have you ever been so excited that you jumped for joy? I remember 
Christmas 2007 when I got my first cell phone. It was a flip phone with 
a state-of-the-art digital camera. My twelve-year-old self was so 
excited I could hardly breathe! If we think back, I’m sure we could 
recall many times in which our excitement and joy overwhelmed us. 
When you get good news, who is the first person you tell? In the case 
of Mary’s encounter with the angel, Gabriel, she ran to her cousin 
Elizabeth. 
 
Elizabeth could celebrate with Mary and affirm her encounter with 
Gabriel, because she herself had met with him. She was not jealous 
but instead rejoiced with her friend! Elizabeth’s very own baby leaped 
for joy inside her womb, and she made it known. This was a leap of 
joy worth remembering. As we go through life as humans made in the 
image of God, we all need a friend who can support us - not only in 
our struggles but also in our joy. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and said, “God has blessed you above all women, and your 
child is blessed. Why am I so honored that the mother of my Lord 
should visit me?” The friendship of Mary and Elizabeth was special; it 
was built on trust, love, and godliness. May we all strive to be friends 
who jump for joy when the time comes for those we love! 
 

Dear God, thank You for blessing us with friendships that exceed  
expectations. Let us be friends that are an example of You! Amen. 
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December 21 

The Shepherds’ Curiosity 

Seventy-five degrees, blaring sun, light breeze, and waves crashing in 
the background: that is my happy place. I feel at peace being around 
one of God’s most beautiful yet terrifying creations, the ocean. But I’ll 
be honest, I do not feel at peace when I scroll through social media or 
watch the news for too long. I do not feel peace as a part of this 
world; I feel division and strife. When Jesus was being born, the world 
was in a similar place. So when a great company of heavenly angels 
said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom His favor rests,” the shepherds were curious. 
 
They were curious about what peace this newfound Savior could 
bring. The angels made it clear that true peace has to come from 
Jesus. We can never create peace from a broken world; we can only 
receive it through Christ. All of us can accept Jesus, but unfortunately, 
not all of us will. Some will never know what it feels like to have the 
peace of Christ in their hearts. The shepherds wanted to see where 
this peace could come from, and they found a baby wrapped in cloth. 
Godly peace does not look like a white flag or a signed treaty. Inner 
peace is found in a manger. 
 

Dear God, we pray that those who do not know Your peace will seek 
You and accept You as Savior. Thank You for sending true peace to a 
broken world. Amen. 



 

 
December 8 

Mary’s Song 

I have always admired Mary. She received unexpected news with 
grace and humility. I am pretty confident that I am not alone when I 
say that I do not always receive unexpected news like Mary did. She 
absorbed the news of her upcoming pregnancy and counted herself 
blessed that the Lord would be mindful of her. In this passage of 
Scripture, she is recounting moments in history that the Lord has been 
faithful to and mindful of His people. And now, she can add herself to 
that list. The Lord has been faithful to her and will continue to be as 
He uses her to fulfill His prophecy. This passage is called “Mary’s 
Song.” As she recounts the goodness of the Lord, it calls her to sing in 
praise. 
  
Like Mary, we can respond with praise and reflection in the midst of 
our uncertainty. We can praise the Lord for who He is, and we can 
reflect on what He has done and the ways He has shown up in the 
past. Mary knew that, because of the ways God has worked things out 
in the past, He would continue to show up in her present and her 
future. The same is true for us. We serve a God who was and is and is 
to come (Revelation1:8). Take encouragement and comfort in the 
faithfulness of God. 
  

Lord, we praise You for who You are, what You’ve done, and what You 
will continue to do. May the truths of Your faithfulness lead us to 
praise, because You are worthy. Amen. 

December 20 

The Birth of Jesus 

As I sat in the hospital room awaiting the arrival of my firstborn, I 
could hear the cries of a baby that was just born echo through the 
halls. A few hours later, my son was born - one of the greatest gifts 
and blessings I have ever received. Later that evening, I went to visit 
him in the nursery where he lay with the other newborns. His entrance 
into the world was normal; there was no fanfare. If it wasn't for his 
name on the bassinet, I probably would not have been able to pick 
him out from the rest at a quick glance. 
 
God sent us the greatest gift we could have ever received, Jesus 
Christ! Mary and Joseph were probably nervous because her 
pregnancy went against normal Jewish custom. On top of that, they 
had to travel over 80 miles to their hometown for the census. Usually 
there would be enough room for all Jewish people coming back for 
the census, but for some reason, it was maxed out. And so the 
greatest gift entered the world in no “special” manner.  
 
When I saw the other children in the hospital nursery, I had no way of 
telling what kind of gifts they would bring: doctors to cure cancer, 
teachers to educate, famous composers, maybe even a future 
president. When people may have heard the cries of baby Jesus, little 
did they know that the Savior of the world was in their midst! The 
greatest gift was right in front of them. 

 

Father God, help us to be aware of the greatest gift that was ever 
given! Don’t allow us to keep it to ourselves. Instead, may we share 
that gift with others so they, too, may be able to enjoy all that comes 
with knowing Jesus Christ! Amen. 
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December 19 

Christmas Quiz! 

1. What angel visited Mary to tell her 

that she would have a baby? 

A. Gabriel 

B. Michael 

C. A multitude of the heavenly host 

D. The Bible doesn’t say 

 

2. Joseph’s ancestors were from: 

A. Jerusalem 

B. Nazareth 

C. Bethlehem 

D. None of the above 

 

3. How did Mary and Joseph get to 

Bethlehem? 

A. They walked 

B. Joseph walked and Mary rode a 

donkey 

C. They hitched a ride 

D. It’s not known 

 

4. Just what is a heavenly host? 

A. An angelic choir 

B. The angel that welcomes you to 

heaven 

C. An army of angels 

D. None of the above 

5. What sign were the shepherds to 

look for? 

A. A star over the stable 

B. A barn outlined with Christmas 

lights 

C. A baby wrapped in cloths and  

       lying in a manger 

D.   Both a star and a manger 

 

6. Who saw the star over Bethlehem? 

A. Mary and Joseph 

B. The Magi 

C. The shepherds 

D. The shepherds and the Magi 

 

7. What in the world are Magi? 

A. Astrologers 

B. Bankers 

C. Eastern kings 

D. School teachers 

 

8. When the Magi brought their gifts  

to Jesus, where did they find him? 

A. A manger 

B. A house 

C. The temple 

D. The Bible doesn’t say 

1=A (Luke 1:26-27); 2=C (Luke 2:4); 3=D (Luke 2:4-5); 4=C (Luke 2:13); 

5=C (Luke 2:12); 6=B (Matthew 2:1-2); 7=A (Matthew 2:2); 8=B (Matthew 2:11) 



 

 
December 9 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 

The setting of today’s Scripture lesson is the circumcision and 
consecration of John the Baptist. Circumcision was conducted at the 
Temple in Jerusalem eight days after the birth of a male child.   
 

It has been my privilege to consecrate over 130 children to the Lord. 
When I took each child in my hands, it was a sacred moment. Great 
hope and mysterious unknowns were wrapped in each of their lives. 
Since each baby born is a gift from God, there is much hope. Yet the 
question asked in Luke 1:66 is common: “What then will this child turn 
out to be?” 
 

John’s role, like that of Jesus, was ordained by God from his very 
conception. John was born with a specific mission. His father, 
Zechariah, a priest in the Temple and filled with the Holy Spirit, 
prophetically foretold his son’s role. God said of the prophet 
Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you: I have appointed 
you a prophet to the nations.”  
 

As a minister consecrating children to God, my hands have held 
future writers, musicians, ministers, an Olympian, artists, worship 
leaders, teachers, and many others. I recall an old children’s song 
from long ago. “I am a promise, I am a possibility… I can be anything 
God wants me to be.”   
 

Yet, since 1973, our nation has aborted about 65 million babies who 
never reached a pastor’s hands in consecration. While God offers 
forgiveness, how many would-have-been mothers and fathers have 
had this singular decision steal and destroy what could have been in 
their own lives? Every person is known and precious to Our Father. 
Only God knows what plans have been thwarted. 

Father, forgive us, for we as a nation have sinned against You by  
destroying Your abundant gifts of life and promise. Amen. 

December 18 

Call to Action: Gift of Service 

So often, God invites us into helping to write His beautiful story of 
love and salvation. We are given spiritual gifts used for encouraging 
and aiding each other. However, so often busyness and excuses 
cause us to muffle those gifts and miss out on the blessing of service 
to others. The challenge this week is for you to block out those 
excuses and do something radically kind for your “neighbor.” 
Remember, your neighbor is anyone. Shovel some snow without 
being asked, cook a meal for a family that might appreciate the break, 
or simply send a text message of encouragement. You know your 
God-given gifts. Listen to His prompting and ask how God would like 
to use you to bless others. You’ll be surprised how much God loves to 
work through people! 
 
This weekend I will give the Gift of Service to   
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
This weekend I will give the Gift of Service by 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

            15             24 



 

 
December 10 

The Gift of Jesus 

I’m not sure when it happened, but at some point in my life I got the 
idea that I don’t deserve presents, meals offered, or an unsolicited 
kind word. As a matter of fact, I’m quite uncomfortable receiving gifts. 
A wise friend who saw my struggle told me that to deny a gift from 
someone is to deny them the blessing of giving. I now try to make a 
conscientious effort to receive a blessing graciously and, in turn, share 
that blessing with others. 
 
The gift of Jesus is just that: a blessing we need to choose to receive. 
It isn’t anything we can earn. We may feel uncomfortable knowing 
that there isn't anything we can do to deserve or earn our way into 
heaven, or it may be a relief. Instead of striving to earn our way and 
prove we are enough, we must humble ourselves to receive the 
blessing of Jesus. 
 
Jesus is the light of this world, who gives us the right to become 
children of God (John 1:9-12). Receiving the gift of Jesus is simply 
recognizing that we are sinners who need forgiveness. Jesus came to 
earth as God in human form to die on the cross as a sacrifice to take 
away our sins. He allows us to have a personal relationship with God 
and the gift of knowing our home in heaven is waiting. Tell Jesus you 
are ready to receive His gift! 
 

 
Dear God, thank You for the blessing of receiving the gift of Jesus. 
Please show me how and give me the courage to share the gift of 
Jesus with all I meet. Amen. 

December 17 

John Prepares the Way 

I’m a rather “forgetful despite good intentions” kind of person. 
Whether it’s remembering to wish a close friend “Happy Birthday” or 
eating that delicious-looking cake sitting in the fridge, I’ll often forget 
to do those good things unless I do them immediately. I have to send 
the “Happy Belated Birthday” message or throw away stale cake 
because I fall into the temptation of waiting until later. And you might 
be thinking, “Cake is so tasty; how could you ever let it go bad?” 
Yeah. I hear you. I have missed many opportunities for something 
good because I failed to act immediately. 
 
In our passage for today, John the Baptist presses us with a much 
more urgent opportunity: “Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance” (vs. 8). In the passage, the world is already at the cusp of 
the Kingdom of God coming near. By divine empowerment through 
grace, we can produce good fruit according to the faith we claim to 
possess. For the friend asking for prayer, the neighbor in need of 
leaves being raked, or the spouse and children that need you to 
actively love them, stop saying, “I’ll do it later.” Many people have 
claimed they would die for someone they love, but would you live for 
God today? Would you respond by taking a step towards greater 
holiness? Towards loving those around you more right now? Grace 
says it’s not too late to accept the love of God and produce good 
fruit, but the warning remains: “The axe is already at the root of the 
trees” (vs.10). 
 

Heavenly Father, forgive me where I fall short of Your goodness. Open 
my eyes to see ways of loving more like You, and give me the courage 
to act right now. Amen. 
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December 11 

Call to Action: Gift of Jesus  

A new puppy, an engagement ring, a favorite book or song - all are 
gifts we love to share with friends, family, and our social media world. 
In the same way, we are called to share the gift of Jesus with all those 
we know. We need to be as excited to share the gift of Jesus and 
eternal life with our friends and family as we are to share the latest 
news on our news feed. Invite others to your home to share your 
Jesus story with them. Invite them to church. Share our Bethany 
Wesleyan service times on your social media feed. Consider today 
how you can share the gift of Jesus. 
 
This weekend I will share the Gift of Jesus with 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
This weekend I will share the Gift of Jesus by 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

December 16 

John Denies Being the Messiah 

I can still remember the sense of wonder I felt as a child as Christmas 
approached! My excitement would only increase as my family made 
all the preparations. Decorations adorned the house and Christmas 
tree, the aroma of Christmas cookies baking filled the air, and I began 
to anticipate what I may find under the tree with my name on it! You 
may have found yourself in that same situation, waiting in anticipation 
and ready to share your joy with others! 
 
In today’s passage, we are told about the arrival of John the Baptist, 
who came into the world to be the witness to the Light. He made it 
very clear that he was not the Light. John came to testify that Jesus 
was the one that would illuminate the entire world. God sent John to 
show others how to live like Jesus. He knew his purpose was to pave 
the way for Jesus’ arrival, pointing people to Him. The joy of 
anticipation for the true Messiah was a gift he was always ready to 
share with others. 
 

Dear Father, thank You for showing us the way to clear a path for You. 
When we are willing to wait in anticipation and follow Your lead, great 
things will be seen through us for Your glory. Amen. 
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December 15 

Desert Living 

John had a unique calling to use his gift of prophecy, to go before the 
Lord and shine a light in the darkness and call people to repentance. 
What he does before that shows us how to respond to God’s call for 
our lives. Before John began his public ministry, he started in the 
desert. He grew strong in spirit, waiting until he was ready.  
 
A desert is not what you think of when embracing your calling, right? 
At least, I don’t. But before we are ready to fulfill God’s plan for us, He 
calls us to “desert living.” This season is where we wait productively. 
We prepare and grow strong spiritually. We develop our gifts and 
grit. Preparing is not something we always want to do. It can be 
mundane, like a desert. But God calls us to the mundane things first. 
 
The question is, are we willing to put in the work so that we can live 
out our purpose to our full potential? The day that we are ready to 
fulfill His calling for our lives will come. And it might not be how you 
expect. Maybe you don’t know what it looks like, but you still need to 
prepare. He has a unique purpose for each one of us to use our gifts 
and abilities to serve Him. It starts with preparation. Are you willing to 
spend time in the “desert?” 
 

Lord, use me. Lead me as I prepare for what You have planned for me. 
Amen. 

December 12 

Christmas Trivia! 

_____O Little Town of Bethlehem 

_____Love Came Down at Christmas 

_____Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

_____Jolly Old Saint Nicholas 

_____Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

_____Pat-a-Pan 

_____Silver Bells 

_____Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

_____Sing We Now of Christmas 

_____Mary, Did You Know? 

_____Jingle Bells 

_____White Christmas 

 

1. From the eastern kingdoms come the wise men far 

2. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light 

3. Children laughing, people passing, greeting smile after smile 

4. The blind will see, the lame will walk, the dead will rise again 

5. O’er the fields we go, laughing all the way 

6. Star and angels gave the sign 

7. Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled 

8. Treetops glisten & children listen to hear sleighbells in the snow 

9. Lean your ear this way 

10. The men of olden days gave the King of Kings their praise 

11. Behold, throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light 

12. He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He 

1=Sing We Now of Christmas; 2=O Little Town of Bethlehem; 3=Silver 

Bells; 4=Mary, Did You Know?; 5=Jingle Bells; 6=Love Came Down at Christmas; 

7=Hark! The Herald Angels Sing; 8=White Christmas; 9=Jolly Old Saint Nicholas; 

10=Pat-a-Pan; 11=Go, Tell It on the Mountain; 12=Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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 December 14 

Zechariah’s Song 

When I was a child, a missionary came to my church and told my mom 
that I would be a warrior for God’s kingdom. As I grew up, I had a lot 
of struggles, including being bullied. People said things about me 
that I started to believe, and I let them shape my identity. 
Remembering what the missionary said, my mom reminded me of my 
true identity, and she never gave up on praying for me. 
 
The Holy Spirit came on Zechariah, and He prophesied over his 
newborn son. He believed that John would be a prophet of the Most 
High, going before the Lord to prepare the way for Him. People 
wanted to stop John, and they even put him in prison. You could call 
them bullies. But no one could stop God’s calling for John’s life - to 
bring His people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness 
of their sins. Not even the bullies.  
 
God has a unique purpose for each of our lives. We all have the 
calling to help spread the knowledge of salvation. God gives us 
talents and spiritual gifts to do His work - like wisdom, faith, and 
discernment. Whatever gift God has given you, there is no need to 
compare to anyone else because each of us is created by God for 
such a time as this. 
 

Heavenly Father, help me to understand my true identity and purpose 
so that I can use my gifts to serve You. Amen. 
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December 13 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

The miracle of birth. It is an amazing thing. Before we were even a 
thought in our parents’ minds, God knew who we were and the 
potential that we all had. Elizabeth was a mother who understood her 
son’s calling and potential. She gave him a name like no one who 
came before him in their family. This one act alone was so powerful 
that, once her husband, Zechariah, wrote it down, he was able to 
speak again. This was always God’s plan. The scriptures say, 
“Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, ‘What then is 
this child going to be?’ For the Lord’s hand was with him” (Luke 1:66 
NIV). Of course, we know what became of John. He would be the one 
to make way for the coming of Jesus.  
 
We have each been given life for a purpose. And like John, we too 
can make a way for Jesus to enter into the lives of lost people so that 
they may understand that they have a purpose. We only have one life 
here on earth until we enter into eternal glory. This means we not only 
need to make our lives count, but we need to do the best we can for 
the children we have and those we influence. Elizabeth understood 
John’s purpose and raised him up in that way. Like Elizabeth, we need 
to do the same. We only have one shot at life on earth. Let’s make it 
count.  
 

 
Lord, help me to be an instrument of Your purpose. Guide me in Your 
ways for the sake of myself and those who follow after me. Amen. 
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