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Thank you for joining the BWC staff on this 47 day journey 
through the season of Lent. From Ash Wednesday to Easter, 
we will be following the story of Scripture with a wide angle 
lens, touching on important themes and moments in the 
narrative of God’s love.  
 
You see, Lent is a time to repent, a time to fast, a time to 
mourn, and a time to hope. It is not difficult to notice that the 
world is in bondage to sin. Evil often seems so strong. Our 
own brokenness may even be overwhelming. So during this 
time period, we will remember our own hurt and lament it. 
Crying out to God, we will echo the prophet Habakkuk, “How 
long, oh God…?” It may seem as if creation is a valley of dry 
bones, with no life left in them. Yet despite our pain, 
separation, and the fallenness of this world, we are given 
hope.  
 
Redemption is coming. The Kingdom of God is at hand. Lent 
is a time to prepare, because the King is about to win the 
greatest victory in history. All things are to be set right by God 
through the most unlikely way, His own sacrifice.  
 

Preface: 

 

Have you ever had a major soul adjustment? Not some simple 
everyday occurrence. Something big. Maybe it was the birth of a 
child, or when you moved across the country, or maybe it happened 
during a Sunday morning service. Everyone will have a few soul-
shifting moments in life. For myself, one of those moments was the 
first Ash Wednesday service I attended. For Job, it was in our passage 
for today.  
 
The college I went to had a small, early morning service each year on 
the first day of Lent. Less than 50 people attended, and frankly, I was 
there because a professor had offered extra credit for those who 
attended. I remember sleepily sitting down, wondering if there would 
be time to get a coffee before classes started. Little did I know that 
what was coming would change my outlook on God and 
Christianity.   
 
What does Ash Wednesday make you think of? Nothing? Vague 
curiosity? Maybe you picture celebrities with sooty crosses on their 
foreheads that look more like dirty smudges. Some of you may have 
received that ashy mark yourselves. For me, Ash Wednesday will 
always be a time to mourn my own sinfulness. During that service, I 
was confronted with how sinful I had been. We all know about sin, but 
do we ever grieve over sin? Do we mourn our own brokenness? Job 
had been confronted with the powerful presence of God, and it 
transformed him and caused him to be filled with sorrow. We too are 
intended to lament our sinfulness during Lent as we look forward to 
God’s redemptive act on Easter.  
 

Holy God, teach us to mourn our own brokenness. Amen.   
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Ash Wednesday 
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There’s something frustrating about starting a movie or TV show 
halfway through. You’ve missed half the story, don’t know the 
characters, and the plot isn’t understandable. To be invested in the 
narrative, you need to start from the beginning: minute 00:00 of 
episode one, season one, before the opening credits. But the 
beginning of anything can be daunting - a new job, a new baby, even 
retirement - everything after the beginning is unknown territory. 
Starting at “in the beginning” means you don’t know what comes 
before “happily ever after.” It leaves an endless amount of 
possibilities open. We are left more susceptible to mistakes. It can 
feel chaotic. 
 
This is where the beginning of our story, God’s story, is different from 
any other. The beginning of God’s story doesn’t start with chaos and 
anxiety, but with our omnipotent God speaking order through four 
well known words: “Let there be light.” From there, the verses 
illustrate the world, created perfectly by God. All creatures are living 
in harmony. The sun and water feed the plants, the plants feed the 
animals, and the animals eventually create fertilizer for the plants. The 
peace and beauty that permeate the beginning are hard to find in the 
messy middle where we are now. But if we want to know where our 
story, in God’s story, is going to end, we need to look back at the 
beginning.  
 
Lent provides us with the opportunity to reflect on how God ordered 
the world to be. Even though we are in the middle of this story, we 
have the opportunity to use the beginning of the story to see how it 
will end. All creation, in perfect harmony, with God.  
 

Heavenly Father, thank You that the original creation can motivate us 
towards the new creation. Amen.  

“In the Beginning…” 



 

 

            6 

 

Have you ever sinned? The answer is yes. Romans 3:23 says we all 
have. People hurt other people. Tragedies happen. We ask why bad 
things happen to good people. Sometimes this all seems unfair, but it 
is really humanity’s fault. Sin and pain go hand in hand. 
 
God prepared the Garden of Eden perfectly for humanity and was 
living in harmony and intimacy with them. But He set up one rule. By 
doing this, God gave Adam and Eve a choice: trust His definition of 
good and evil or embrace death by eating from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil.  
 
The serpent said to Eve, “You won’t die! God knows that your eyes 
will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, 
knowing both good and evil.” This creature was rebelling against 
God and wanted to lead Eve to do the same. Adam and Eve chose to 
embrace death to be like God, though they had already been made 
in His image. Humanity was created with God’s character to create 
beauty and order, but all of that faded away.  
 
If God allowed them to stay in the garden, they would have eaten 
from the Tree of Life and would have had to live with this curse 
forever, separated from God. So, God banished them. Banishing may 
seem harsh for such a loving God, but it actually stemmed from His 
love. 
 
So when we ask, “Why, God?” during moments of heartbreak, 
remember the Fall. Remember there is hope. From the beginning, 
God loved us enough to have a rescue plan. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your plan to rescue us. Help me 
sin less and to trust in You throughout life with the hope that You will 
make all things new. Amen.  

The Fall 
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A trend on social media is the hashtag “faith in humanity restored.” 
Whenever someone does something above and beyond regular 
human interaction or in contrast to the seemingly endless negativity 
around us, we state that our faith in humanity is not broken. But what 
is humanity? To what are good and selfless deeds being compared? 
For a full picture of humanity, we need to look at how God created 
the first two humans, Adam and Eve. 
 
Scripture says that God created humanity in His own image, both 
male and female. To be made in the image of God implies that 
humanity should reflect the attributes of God. The list of godly 
characteristics is miles long. God is love, so we should love. God is 
merciful, so we too should be merciful. God is relational, exhibited 
through the Trinity, meaning we also need to be in relationship with 
others. In fact, the first time anything is appraised as “not good” is 
when God saw that Adam was alone. It was and is good for people to 
be in community. 
 
Having “faith in humanity restored” is like saying we have faith that we 
can be who God created us to be - relational beings reflecting who 
God is. Even when every fiber of our being is telling us to reflect the 
world, we can make the choice to reflect the Creator. When we 
purposefully seek out human connection and relationships, and act in 
opposition to the surrounding darkness, we are living as humanity 
was created to live. 
 
Heavenly Father, may we learn to reflect You more in every part of 
our lives. Amen.  

Humanity  
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I love asking questions! If you’re like me and aren’t fond of surprises, 
you probably like to ask questions, too. Some of the questions we 
have flow from curiosity. Others, however, may come from a place of 
confusion or doubt. Having questions is normal, but what should we 
do when it comes to questions we have for God? And where are 
those specific questions coming from? 
 
In Genesis 15 we encounter a man named Abram who seems to have 
some bold questions to ask the Lord. God visits Abram in a vision and 
promises to be his reward and shield. Abram responds to this 
promise, however, with a question that seems to stem from his 
frustration. You see, Abram is childless and wealthy. While this may 
sound like the ideal life for some, Abram wasn’t content. He 
desperately wanted an heir to inherit his estate, and in the face of 
God’s promise, Abram makes this very clear. He asks, “Sovereign 
Lord, what can You give me since I remain childless...?” (Gen. 15:2).  
 
But consider God’s response to Abram: “Look up at the sky and count 
the stars - if indeed you can count them… So shall your offspring 
be” (Gen. 15:5). God doesn’t condemn Abram for his question like 
some of us might have if we were in God’s shoes. Instead, God shows 
up and provides Abram with an answer.  
 
This encounter helps us realize that, when we have questions for God, 
we can take them to Him without fear or uncertainty. God may not 
always respond the way we expect, but I promise you He will answer. 
My encouragement to you today is to bring your questions to God 
and wait expectantly for His response.  
 
God, we recognize that You are in control and are working all things 
together for our good. Amen. 

God & Abraham 
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Did you know the term “hangry” means “angry as a result of hunger?” 
Advertisers entice us with irresistible temptations telling us to evade 
that empty feeling at all cost. In our consumerist culture, voluntary 
hunger does not compute. Yet Scripture shows the deliberate 
relinquishment of food to fulfill a spiritual discipline or purpose. 
 
In Exodus 12, God gives specific directions to sacrifice food for the 
purpose of placing all trust in His power alone. The Passover 
commemorates God’s judgement passing over the Israelites, and the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread commemorates their rescue from Egypt. 
God saves and redeems. Their hope was in the power of the 
Almighty, not human strength. God was instituting an opportunity to 
celebrate deliverance. 
 
During Lent we often fast from what we can taste or see, because we 
have tasted and seen the goodness of a powerful God and we are 
desperately hungry for more of Him. Fasting takes the pangs of 
hunger and turns them into purpose-filled prayers on behalf of a 
specific need. Like that of the Israelites, our fasting is not just 
discipline of the body, but of the spirit. We reach out in faith, knowing 
God saves and redeems. Reflecting on God’s instruction to His 
people, Charles Spurgeon said, “They were to stand like travelers 
who are starting upon a journey, believing that God was about to set 
them free.” Oh, that we would hunger for that kind of faith! 
 
Lord, help us to hunger and thirst for You. Turn our pain into prayers 
of deliverance. Amen. 
 
(Please note – if you have medical complications, please seek the advice of 
a doctor before fasting) 
 

The Passover 
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Exodus 16:2-3 says, “...the whole community of Israel complained 
about Moses and Aaron. ‘If only the Lord had killed us back in Egypt,’ 
they moaned. ‘There we sat around pots filled with meat and ate all 
the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this 
wilderness to starve us all to death.’” At face value, that verse can 
make the Israelites appear to be ungrateful and dramatic. In order to 
understand the Israelites we need to relate to them; they were 
stressed and scared that their necessary needs of survival would not 
be met. They didn’t actually want to go back to Egypt to be killed as 
slaves; they just wanted to escape their worst nightmare of starving to 
death.  
  
When we are scared for our wellbeing, whether it be financial, health, 
or physical needs, we can jump to conclusions, question God, or even 
run away. In Exodus 16:8 Moses says, “Your complaints are against 
the Lord, not us.” The root of the Israelites’ complaints was their lack 
of trust in the Lord. But He heard their groaning and took care of 
them once again. In Exodus 16:4, God says, “Look, I’m going to rain 
down food from heaven for you. Each day the people can go out and 
pick up as much food as they need for that day.” If the Israelites 
would have focused on God’s power, they could have managed their 
stress much better. Their days could have been filled with praise 
instead of complaints. Like the Israelites, we can spend less time 
fearing and more time demonstrating faith in our great Lord.   
 
Lord, help us to have an overabundance of trust in You, knowing that 
You hear, love, and will care for us. Amen.  

Stress Management 
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Today, let’s focus on the Ten Commandments as we prepare our 
hearts for the message God would later reveal through Christ and the 
cross. Someone wisely observed that these are not “10 suggestions!” 
This truth is especially clear when we read Exodus 20:1 - “And God 
spoke all these words.” Moses did not give us the Ten 
Commandments. God did! Sin was a problem that Moses had like 
you and me. God knew what instruction we would need to flourish as 
people. When our God speaks, He releases light and life, just as the 
sun produces growth and new life. His words are ones that cause us 
to grow stronger and live better. His way causes us to live vibrantly.  
 
When God speaks, all that is required is our obedience. Here is the 
thing: God has spoken! In response, we must listen and obey. In 
doing so, we may find that life as God desires is a better life than we 
could have created for ourselves. I can count on my 10 fingers how 
you can have a more light-filled day. These commandments were not 
given to restrict us or make life more difficult. They were given to help 
us live a life in the sun - or rather, in the light which causes us to grow. 
Today, let us live as God has commanded, not suggested.  
 
Lord, help me to read, memorize, and obey all 10 of your wonderful 
commandments, starting today. Amen.  
 

The 10 Commandments 
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Have you ever needed to substitute a temporary “fix” while you 
sought out a complete solution of a problem or situation?  
 
In this passage, we read about the third Passover that’s been 
celebrated. Through this ritual, the Israelites recalled their 
deliverance and redemption from Egypt and were able to look 
onward in anticipation of what God would do. While God had 
previously provided manna (temporarily), it would no longer be 
needed in the Promised Land. This was just a glimpse of the 
abundant life available to God’s people through faith and fellowship 
with Him. 
 
There are times when we must have patience, knowing that what is 
before us will not be the final outcome. We often anticipate what we 
think the future should hold and will grumble and complain when it 
does not turn out how we planned. Yet, when we are willing to hand 
all things over to God and let Him work, we begin to see how He is 
taking care of the details and completing His plan. 
 
When we are in those moments of waiting, fasting will help us to fix 
our eyes on God, removing our focus from the problem. As we 
replace food (or any other thing you choose to fast from) with prayer 
and Bible reading, it will bring us into closer fellowship with God. It is 
here that we can trust and wait expectantly for His answer to our 
prayers! 
 
Lord, as I seek to release earthly things, please help me to find more 
of You. Amen. 

Passover in a New Land 
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Throughout my life I have often journaled to help organize my 
thoughts and record big life moments. Anything from celebrations to 
small grievances to my darkest moments are written on those pages. 
Years later, I’ll look at my hand-writing and be shocked by the many 
things God has carried me through. One common thread through all 
the pages is that everything productive and good has not been of my 
own will. God’s promise of plans for welfare and not harm, of hope 
and a future are never accomplished when I’m working off my own 
volition.  
 
God’s original promise to Israel is ancient history to Joshua as he 
speaks to the Israelites, so he reminds the people of everything God 
has done for them, starting with Abraham’s promise, through the 
exodus from Egypt, to the kingdoms that fell at Israel’s feet. “It wasn’t 
your sword or bow that did this,” he proclaims. The farther we get 
from the acts of God, the more likely we are to forget how little those 
events depended on us to be accomplished. Just as the Israelites 
needed to be reminded about how God has taken care of them, we 
also need to be reminded of God’s leading in our lives and actions. It 
is often after these reminders that we need to make sure our lives are 
still aligned with God’s story. Everything God brings us through, no 
matter the enemy or dark moment, is another reason to make sure we 
are not trying to write our own story. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for writing my story. Amen.  

Israel’s Promise 
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In Judges 2, we encounter God’s people who seem to no longer care 
about being God’s people. We are told that during the time of 
Joshua’s leadership, the Israelites served God faithfully. However, 
after Joshua’s death, along with the deaths of the elders who served 
alongside him, things changed. God no longer received the worship 
and devotion He deserved from this younger generation. Many may 
be quick to draw parallels to modern times, but after reading the text, 
can you blame this new generation of Israelites? The Bible tells us 
they didn’t even know who God was or what He had done for Israel. 
Some scholars point to the parents from Joshua’s generation and 
claim “the basic failure of Israel is that they do not pass on to their 
children the stories of the Lord nor the loyalty He requires of 
them” (Layman’s Bible Commentary). My point is not to give the 
Israelites an excuse for their poor behavior, but instead to remind us 
of the truth that if someone is to follow God and obey His 
commandments, they must know Him and what He has done.  
 
Sin is everywhere in the world around us. And while it seems very 
easy to look at those caught up in sin and point a finger, this shouldn’t 
be our mission. How can we condemn generations of individuals for 
not following God when they know nothing of Him or what He has 
done? Let’s make it a priority to seek the lost and give them a glimpse 
of who their Heavenly Father is and what He has done for them. 
 
God, help us lead others into Your love. Amen.  

Israel’s Disobedience 
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Have you ever felt as though you needed to make the best out of a 
bad situation? I have! There was a time when my fiancée was baking 
brownies for an event at the church and they came out harder than 
expected! Instead of throwing them away, however, we decided to 
rename the dish “brownie bark.” The dessert was a hit, and the 
stressful situation turned into a positive memory. 
 
When you look at the position Samuel was in, it can be easy to see 
this as a stressful situation. The people that he had led for years now 
were calling for a king. In this time of struggle, he turned to God and 
was reminded of Israel's story. Samuel felt rejected, but he wasn’t the 
only one who was; these people repeatedly rejected God as well. 
These were the same people that God brought out of Egypt and had 
not given up on. God told Samuel to give the people exactly what 
they wanted and to inform them of what they were really asking for. 
Confident in their decision, the Israelites were about to face the 
results of their demands to God.  
 
God knew that by giving the people what they wanted, they would 
eventually see the error of their ways and turn back to Him. Have you 
ever thought you knew what was best for you? If we continue to live 
our lives the way we think they should go, we will always fall short. 
Denying ourselves and turning to God will help us see why we are 
meant to be sheep of the Shepherd.  
 
Holy God, help me to make the best of every situation and bring You 
glory. Amen. 

Israel’s Request 
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Saul Anointed 

 

I can recall numerous times in my life when I have sensed God’s 
nudging. Sometimes it was to offer encouragement to someone. 
Other times God pushed me to do a good deed, and, on some 
occasions, to meet more material needs. There are times I follow 
through, and regrettably, there are times I fall short and shrink back. It 
may have been because I was not paying close enough attention, or 
because I was fearful of looking “weird.” My experience, though, tells 
me that when we allow God to intervene and follow His leading, 
blessing follows. I have experienced this on both the giving and 
receiving side. There have been challenges in life that I don’t know 
how I would have come through had it not been for God’s 
intervention through another individual.  
 
In today’s passage Samuel receives a clear direction from God - 
“Anoint Saul ruler over My people Israel; he will deliver them from the 
hand of the Philistines. I have looked on My people, for their cry has 
reached Me.” Samuel received this word from God the day prior to 
meeting Saul. Then God pointed out Saul the following day. God 
intervened on behalf of His people to bring them a king that was 
promised. Samuel allowed himself to be a vessel through which God 
could intervene, and Samuel did so without hesitation. We can learn 
from his example. When God speaks, we obey. We are the tools of 
the master craftsman, obeying His directions whenever He calls on us 
to.  
 
Lord, please help me to be a willing vessel for Your intervention. 
Amen. 
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God’s Timing 
 

Have you ever forced something to happen in your own timing? Of 
course, we all have! We can rush into financial distress because we 
need that $70,000 truck, maybe force someone to forgive us on our 
time so we can feel better about ourselves, or maybe we wait to serve 
or give until the timing is right for us. These feelings might be valid, 
but are we listening to God and trusting in His timing?  
 
In 1 Samuel 13, we see that Saul lacked patience in God’s timing and 
took matters into his own hands. The result? He lost his position as 
the leader of God’s people, the Israelites. This was the king Israel had 
asked for, but now he was removed from power because he lacked 
patience. Would things have turned out differently if he had waited 
on God?  
 
Perhaps the more important question is “Can we put our trust in 
God’s timing?”  
 
I think we can. Through prayer, we can call out to God and show our 
reliance and dependence on Him. God’s Spirit lives within us and 
offers us the strength to trust in Him. Through community, fellow 
believers can also hold us accountable, encourage us, or even offer 
wise counsel on different issues. So many times we put our trust in 
ourselves because we think we can take matters into our own hands. 
In reality, God wants us to put our trust in Him!  
 
God, I thank You for Your faithfulness throughout the years in my life. 
Give me the strength to trust You and Your timing. Help me to have 
the boldness to reach out to other believers. Amen. 
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David’s Anointing 

 

Samuel was sent by the Lord to find a man named Jesse and anoint 
one of his sons to be the next king. Saul, the current king, had 
disobeyed the Lord, and Samuel’s time of mourning Saul’s hardened 
heart was over. Samuel saw the stature of Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, 
and thought surely he was the next king. However, the Lord said, 
“Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The 
Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” David was the 
youngest of Jesse’s sons. He wasn’t the tallest or the strongest, but he 
was the Lord’s anointed. Samuel was looking for a king that looked 
like Saul, a man who made a grand statement. But the Lord was 
looking for the boy who was out tending the sheep, the boy whose 
own father didn't even bother to bring to Samuel. Through this one 
boy came the lineage that would hold the Savior of the world. 
 
People are impressed by appearance, beauty, and money, but the 
Lord values character. Saul was in a position of leadership, but the 
Lord was sorry He had ever made Saul king because of his inward 
nature. You may be asking yourself, “Why does the Lord give 
unworthy people power?” Gene Edwards writes in A Tale of Three 
Kings, “The answer is both simple and shocking. He sometimes gives 
unworthy vessels a greater portion of power so that others will 
eventually see the true state of internal nakedness within that 
individual.” David, although far from perfect, had the submission, not 
authority, that was needed to rule.  
 
Lord, turn our hearts away from selfish desires so we can lead with a 
pure heart. Amen. 
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 David & Bathsheba 
 

You have probably heard the saying, “Wrong place, wrong time.” For 
King David, this statement was extremely true! 
 
We may not go around looking for ways to sin, but we definitely do 
things that don’t help us stay far away from it. When we read this 
passage, the first thing we see is that the king was expected to be at 
war, but David decided to stay in Jerusalem. Wrong place, wrong 
time.   
 
David was not where he was supposed to be and went looking for 
trouble, and of course he found it. Now, David had a choice after 
committing this sin. He could confess it out, ask for forgiveness, and 
take responsibility for it. But instead, he tries to cover it up by 
bringing Uriah home to be with his wife. When this doesn’t work, 
David basically signs Uriah's death warrant to cover up his sin. 
 
When we go against what God says about how we should live, we 
need to confess and repent from those sins. The Bible says to flee 
from it, meaning to run in the opposite direction.  David had no 
business being where he was, and ultimately that led to him breaking 
three of the ten commandments: don’t murder, don’t commit 
adultery, and don’t covet your neighbor’s house.  Always be on guard 
against the devil's schemes to throw us off the right path. Pay 
attention to warning signs - and flee when necessary! 
 
Lord, help me in my day to day living to not only refrain from sin but 
flee from it. Help me to not do things that would lead me into sin, but 
to stay far from it! Amen. 
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The Rebuke 

 

On November 18, 2006, a film was released that changed the world: 
King George and the Ducky. You may have seen this cinematic 
masterpiece. Produced by Big Idea in their acclaimed VeggieTales 
series, this movie is a retelling of David and Bathsheba’s story and the 
subsequent visit by Nathan spoken of in our passage today. If you 
know much about VeggieTales, then you know these half hour shorts 
were created to teach children Bible stories. But you could hardly say 
that this story was a good one to share with a five year old! In order to 
make the narrative appropriate, the studio had watered down the 
actual pain of the story.  
 
In telling his parable, Nathan first builds up a sense of self-
righteousness within David. Having been a shepherd, David knows 
what it is like to defend his flock, even down to the littlest lamb. 
Nathan is tugging on the king’s heart until he exclaims, “You are the 
man!” When David was anointed to rule Israel, he probably did not 
plan to hurt so many people. Few of us plan to injure others in our 
sinfulness. What matters is how we move on from those misdeeds.  
 
David did not seek forgiveness from other people, and this had 
serious consequences. If you follow his story, the entire line of David 
falls apart due to infighting. During Lent, we can learn from David’s 
mistake. Today is the day to ask someone for forgiveness - or to 
forgive someone else. When we do so, we are putting sin behind us 
and stepping towards the future God has for us.  
 
Holy God, thank You for forgiving us and teaching us to forgive 
others. Amen.  
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Self Care I 

 

Elijah was running for his life. He felt exhausted and alone, stressed 
beyond measure. Calling out to God, he collapsed into much-needed 
sleep. Elijah may have been ready to give up, but God still had plans 
for him. On Mount Sinai, Elijah would receive life-giving 
encouragement and instruction. But first, he would have to endure 
more work - a 40-day trek to the mountain. God Himself supplied 
food and water, nourishing Elijah’s body and mind for the journey 
ahead. 
  
Have you ever felt like you were running for your life, struggling to 
keep up with it all? When the demands of family, work, and finances 
never seem to end; when sleep eludes you and worrying comes as 
natural as breathing; we may slowly move from treading water to 
drowning. If you’re running on empty, do as Elijah did and call out to 
the Lord. He is ready to refresh us and carry our burdens. Just as 
Elijah’s expedition was part of God’s plan, the mountains ascending 
before us are nothing to shirk from. Our loving God will journey by 
our side. 
  
Prioritize your physical, mental, and emotional health. God made time 
for Elijah to eat and rest. Caring for yourself allows you to best honor 
the role He gave you. What do you need? To sleep without 
interruption, to truly enjoy a meal, to read, to exercise? If you struggle 
to stay afloat, it’s imperative to build time for yourself into your 
schedule. Start by choosing just one thing you can do to care for 
yourself; initiate it purposefully and enjoy it consciously. It’s not selfish 
to strengthen yourself for the journey. You’ll be better equipped to 
care for the people and tasks you’ve been chosen for. 
  
Dear Lord, help me to be sensitive to my own needs so that I can give 
my best back to You and others. Amen.  

            34 

God’s Desire 

 

The heart plays an important role when it comes to our worship. In 
Zechariah 7, we encounter a group of people who are inquiring 
about fasting and mourning as an act of worship (something they 
have practiced for many years). God hears their inquiry and responds 
with a question. The Lord said, “When you fasted and mourned in the 
fifth and seventh months for the past seventy years, was it really for 
Me that you fasted?” (Zech. 7:5). The problem here is that the fasting 
and mourning taking place had become an empty practice that 
honored the one engaging in it rather than worshiping the One to 
whom it was being offered. Fasting and mourning are legitimate acts 
of worship, but only when they are practiced with the right intentions. 
  
So often, religion becomes an outward display with no inner content 
to back it up. We can become so focused on engaging in certain 
practices and following a specific routine that we forget why we are 
doing what we are doing. We become like machines on autopilot 
who are incapable of adjusting when necessary. In Zechariah 7:9-10, 
the Lord aims to refocus His people and give them a framework for 
what true worship looks like. A worship that is filled with justice, 
mercy, compassion, and a proper treatment of others. Like the story 
of the Good Samaritan, loving God involves loving others.  
 
God, may we be a people who aims to worship You through all we 
think, say, and do. Amen.  
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Have you ever come to your wits’ end? You’ve been facing hardship 
after hardship and just feel depleted of energy. You begin to wonder 
where God is. I’m sure we have all been there at some point, when we 
feel lost and alone in our circumstances. I know I have.  
 
I imagine Job was feeling that way right about now in our story. He 
had lost everything and was just looking for an answer - looking for 
God to show up and speak above the noise. 
 
Our Scripture today begins with the words, “Then the LORD 
answered Job from the whirlwind…” The Lord spoke to Job right 
when he needed Him to. God didn’t bring up Job’s problems and 
remind him of what he was going through. Instead, He reminded Job 
of how big God is. He reminded Job that He has everything under 
control.  
 
You see, in the middle of our problems, sometimes we just need to 
be reminded of how big our God is. Circumstances can feel 
overwhelming, and there seems to be no way out. I want to 
encourage you - anytime you feel that way - to take a few minutes to 
read Job 38-41. Be reminded of exactly who your God is and that the 
God who “commanded the morning and assigned the dawn its 
place” looks on you with love. He sees your significance even in your 
lowly circumstance.  
  
God, thank You for being a big God who has everything under 
control yet also sees me and knows my name. I pray that You would 
show up in big ways and speak truth and life into my broken and 
weary places. Remind me of who You are. Amen. 

The Lord’s Answer 
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Job’s Reaction  

 

Job’s life was filled with ups and downs. Okay, if we’re being honest, 
it seems to be mostly down. Throughout the twist and turns, Job 
questioned a lot of things, especially where God was in the midst of 
his trials and suffering. When the storm Job was trapped in finally 
settled, he took some time to make three confessions to God.  
 
1. Job’s first confession was that God is sovereign and in control of 

everything. Job no longer questioned God’s plan for his life or 
where He was.  

2. Job’s second confession was that he spoke foolishly about things 
he didn’t understand. God’s ways are certainly higher than our 
ways, so the Lord pointed Job to the truths he knew about God, 
rather than dwelling on the foolish things Job cluelessly spoke 
about.  

3. Job’s third confession was that experiencing God changes 
everything. It is the encounter Job had with the living God that 
pushed him to repent and change his perspective.   

 
While we might not recognize it at first, the confessions Job made 
were acts of worship. God was glorified and given credit through 
them. The Divine Person whom Job thought had forsaken him was 
the God who showed up with answers and a hope for a better future. 
How do we respond to the trials and pain we face? Does the Lord get 
the worship He deserves through the storm and after it settles? In this 
world we will have trouble, but we can take heart that the God we 
serve has overcome the world (John 16:33). 
 
God, may we give You the worship You deserve at all times, no 
matter the circumstances. Amen. 
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Create In Me a  
Pure Heart 

 

Sometimes we feel far from God because of our sins. Maybe it is a sin 
we struggle with daily or maybe it’s something that affected us and 
others in the past that seems unforgivable. We should remember that 
there is no sin too great that can separate us from the love and 
forgiveness of God (Rom. 8:38-39).  
 
Earlier in our Lent study, we looked at David’s sin and the 
consequences of that situation. Because of his sin, David asks a 
pointed question in Psalm 51: “Can You make me clean again?” It is a 
prayer of complete submission to God. Beyond just asking for 
forgiveness, David had a true desire for a pure heart. The Lord used 
David to make a major difference in God’s Kingdom. If God can 
forgive, love, and use a murdering adulterer to make an impact for 
Christ, surely He can use us as well.  
 
So does that mean we go on carelessly sinning, knowing about God’s 
grace? Of course not (Rom. 6:2)! We ask for forgiveness of our sins 
and then turn away from them. How can we move on from these 
hurtful acts? Here are some ideas: 
 
• Get into the Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bible shows us 

how to live our lives for His glory.  
• Surround ourselves with fellow believers to help us grow in our 

walk with God (Prov. 13:20). Fellow believers can give us a good 
example of how to live, encourage us, and hold us accountable.  

• Pray to God for a pure heart, and give God time to work. (1 John 
5:14).  

  
Heavenly Father, You love me and know me. Create in me a pure 
heart, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Amen.  
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The First Exchange 

 

As humans, we love justice. If someone wrongs us, we want to see 
that person get what they deserve. If they get away with their 
wrongdoing, we feel like we were robbed of something.   
 
In today's scripture, we see Habakkuk crying out for the LORD to 
send help and stop all the violence that is going on around him. He 
even goes to great lengths, asking why God would allow such 
injustice to happen. If we are being honest with ourselves, we have 
probably been in the same sandals as Habakkuk at least once in our 
lives. When we see some form of injustice and cry out to God for help 
- multiple times, with no response - sometimes we believe that all this 
hurt is allowed by God. 
 
But there are two truths that we see in this passage. The first is that 
God answers Habakkuk’s, and our, prayers. It might not be the 
answer we want or happen in our timing, but He does always answer 
them. The second truth is that God is just and fair. We can’t always 
see the bigger picture, but we must believe that God has a plan. In 
fact, His plan is much better than the one we have. 
 
So whatever you are praying for, be persistent because the LORD 
hears you and will answer your prayers with a plan that is much 
bigger than your own! 
 
God, You know my prayers and my heart. Help me to trust in Your 
plan and timing. Amen. 



 

 

F OLL OW US  ON  

V I M E O  &  
 
 

Listen to the most recent 
weekend message as well as 
hundreds of past messages on: 
• 

• 

•  

Watch BWC’s weekend messages!  
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The Second Exchange 

 

Spoiler Alert: Darth Vader is Luke’s father, Bruce Wayne is Batman, 
Beth dies, and Katniss and Peeta are both victors in the 74th Hunger 
Games. Every twist draws you into a story and keeps you interested. 
Plot twists are great in fiction, but in real-life we tend to prefer 
predictability. We prefer our own lives to be straightforward and 
obvious, without a twist in sight.  
 
This is why Habakkuk is shocked that his merciful and good God 
would use an evil nation to punish his own. He asks many valid 
questions: won’t conquering one group of people make the 
Chaldeans hungry for more? Who will be able to stop them? 
Habakkuk sees the plot twist in the story and stops everything to 
figure out why and how. An important characteristic of God, however, 
is that He doesn’t shame us for having questions. When Habakkuk 
questions God’s motives, He responds as only an omniscient God 
could. The time of evil that God is allowing will not last. The 
Chaledeans’ kingdom is built on bloodshed and war, so their rule will 
also one day crumble and they will be left with nothing. God is 
intervening so that His people will not share that fate. His answer to 
Habakkuk is the reminder that evil never prevails, but His goodness is 
at the end of everything.  
 
Sometimes we need that reminder. We are allowed to have 
questions. We aren’t supposed to have all the answers. One thing we 
can know is that if God is intervening, He must have a greater 
purpose than we can realize. 
  
Heavenly Father, I pray that You would intervene in our lives when we 
stray from Your purpose so that we may remain on Your path. Amen. 

            30 

Habakkuk’s Prayer 

 

Habakkuk’s unusual name means “to embrace” or “to wrestle” - and in 
the first two chapters, he has been wrestling with God and His plan 
for the nation. Now, in chapter three, he begins to embrace God’s 
plan, opening his prayer by recounting how awesome God is and 
praising Him. Let me simply say that it is always a good thing to open 
our prayers with thanksgiving and praise to our incredible God! I love 
Habakkuk’s resolve and determination to keep following this God 
whose ways are higher than our ways and whose thoughts are higher 
than our thoughts! “Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and 
there are no grapes on the vines; and even though the olive crop 
fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die 
in the fields, and the cattle barns are empty, YET I will rejoice in the 
Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation” (Hab. 3:17-18). 
 
I’m sure that you have experienced times of wrestling with God’s 
plan. Sometimes we wrestle with Him for answers…and sometimes 
we wrestle with Him to change His answer. However, it’s always a wise 
thing to quickly embrace God’s plan and His way for us and for our 
family. It is also a great thing to remind Him that we ARE committed 
to praising Him and following Him no matter the circumstance! 
 
Father, for who You are and for all You have done, we praise 
You! Help us to daily embrace Your plan and Your path for our lives! 
Amen! 
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Creation Worships 

 

Psalm 19 poetically illustrates two ways by which God reveals Himself 
to us - His creation and His Word. 
  
Through His creation, we experience many of His good gifts and 
attributes: beauty, order, majesty, warmth. We get our first glimpses 
of God through the skies and seas, the grandeur of the mountains, 
and the lushness of the forests. It is almost like God left signs 
throughout creation that point toward Himself. We are drawn to Him, 
learning to yearn for something beyond ourselves, when we pay 
attention to the world He created. 
 
But… that knowledge is incomplete without God’s other revelation – 
His Word. It’s through Scripture that we get to know the Creator 
behind creation and experience His other good gifts - gifts like love, 
mercy, forgiveness, and wisdom. In His Word we learn of God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, growing each of us with loving care.  
 
Spend time with both. Stop and smell the roses. Spend a morning in 
the Psalms. And thank God for it all. 
 
God of creation, thank You for this world, in all its beauty and 
grandeur. Thank You also for revealing Yourself to me in Your Word. 
Thank You, because even though You made the stars, planets and 
solar systems, even though the winds and waves obey Your 
command, You care enough to walk with me in the quiet moments of 
my day. Help me to learn more of You in every way possible. Amen. 
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True Worship 

 

It might be easy to judge Israel after reading this chapter. It’s obvious 
the Lord is angry with His people, and for good reason. They have 
turned away from Him. They have chosen other things and, as a 
result, they’ve become a nation that is scorned. Others rule over 
them, they are slowly becoming more and more evil, they are 
wounded and hurt, and they no longer have the blessings they once 
received. On top of all of this, and perhaps worst of all, the Israelites 
are full of hypocrisy. It would be one thing if they had performed their 
evil deeds after completely abandoning their faith, but that’s not the 
case. Instead, the Israelites maintain the appearance of holiness by 
doing all the “right” things like bringing burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
all while continuing to live in sin. Their worship really isn’t worship at 
all. 
 
It’s easy to sit back and judge Israel. It’s easy to sit back and think we 
are better than they are; but maybe, instead, we can do the hard 
thing and use their story to evaluate our hearts. Perhaps there are 
places in our lives where we do the same things. Maybe we attend 
church or serve others out of obligation. Maybe we’ve also come to 
rely on our works instead of our relationship with Christ. 
 
Today as you sit and reflect on this passage, I encourage you to ask 
yourself these questions: What does my worship look like to God? 
What is my worship really about? As the Lord reveals, remember 
God’s grace and His desire to redeem: “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow” (Is.1:18). 
 
Father, thank You for using Israel to help show me the hypocrisy that 
might exist in my own heart. Turn my desires and worship completely 
back to You. Amen.  
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The Court Case 

 

To put it bluntly, sometimes our focus is on the wrong things. We get 
so caught up in certain ideologies that we lose sight of what is really 
important. For example, our political opinions may become so 
essential to our beliefs that we forget to love our neighbor. Or maybe 
some of us have grown too accustomed to the injustice of our world 
to notice the least of these. Some Christians fall in love with a 
particular style of worship or theology that causes them to discount 
other believers. Actually, that was one of the main issues in our 
passage today. People had become too focused on a particular part 
of their beliefs that they had forgotten the purpose of their religion.  
 
Micah 6 depicts God calling creation to court against Israel. The 
accusation? His people have fallen more in love with worship and the 
sacrificial system than with God. What does He want? Not their 
overabundant offerings nor the worship of idols (which included child 
sacrifice). Rather, God wants their hearts. Micah writes, “He has shown 
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  
 
Of course, this begs the question, what does this mean for us? It 
seems that God asks for our hearts over our opinions and 
preferences. You may not like certain music, but do those songs point 
to the Creator? You might like a particular preacher, but does that 
minister push you to worship God? Focus on the why, not the how.  
  
Lord, teach me to follow You over my preferences. Amen.  
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God’s Desire 

 

The heart plays an important role when it comes to our worship. In 
Zechariah 7, we encounter a group of people who are inquiring 
about fasting and mourning as an act of worship (something they 
have practiced for many years). God hears their inquiry and responds 
with a question. The Lord said, “When you fasted and mourned in the 
fifth and seventh months for the past seventy years, was it really for 
Me that you fasted?” (Zech. 7:5). The problem here is that the fasting 
and mourning taking place had become an empty practice that 
honored the one engaging in it rather than worshiping the One to 
whom it was being offered. Fasting and mourning are legitimate acts 
of worship, but only when they are practiced with the right intentions. 
  
So often, religion becomes an outward display with no inner content 
to back it up. We can become so focused on engaging in certain 
practices and following a specific routine that we forget why we are 
doing what we are doing. We become like machines on autopilot 
who are incapable of adjusting when necessary. In Zechariah 7:9-10, 
the Lord aims to refocus His people and give them a framework for 
what true worship looks like. A worship that is filled with justice, 
mercy, compassion, and a proper treatment of others. Like the story 
of the Good Samaritan, loving God involves loving others.  
 
God, may we be a people who aims to worship You through all we 
think, say, and do. Amen.  



 

 

The Valley 
 

“Son of man, can these bones live?” Have you ever asked that 
question about something in your life? Can these bones live, can a 
dream come back to life? Can a relationship bloom again? Can your 
life be full once more? 
 
Ezekiel was looking at dry bones and God asked him, “Can these 
bones live?” I can imagine that as Ezekiel was standing among the 
graves, looking over the bones, he may have been dismayed. “Of 
course not,” he might say. “They’re dead. They’re brittle. There is no 
life!” But no, instead Ezekiel responds, “O Sovereign Lord, You alone 
know.”  
 
“You alone know.” Ezekiel doesn’t respond in discouragement. He 
doesn’t give reasons why they can’t live or why it’s impossible, or 
even demand that God do what Ezekiel wants. Instead, Ezekiel 
surrenders himself to the sovereignty of God. He acknowledges that 
God alone is good and that God alone can bring dead things to life. 
“O Sovereign Lord,” he says, “You alone know.”  
 
I’m sure there are places in our lives where we probably feel a bit like 
Ezekiel. There are places that feel dead, like a pile of bones. Our only 
response to whether or not they’ll come back to life should be, “O 
Sovereign Lord, You alone know.”  
 
Today, as you’re looking at the bones of what was and wondering 
what yet could be, remember Ezekiel’s encounter with the Lord, and 
also remember the Lord’s response. “Prophesy over these bones,” He 
tells Ezekiel. “...You will come to life.” And it happens, just as God 
says. 
  
God, today as I wrestle with things that might feel dead, help me 
remember that You are good and that You are God. You alone can 
bring dead things to life. Amen.  

True Fasting 

 

Fasting is a common spiritual practice recorded in the Bible and 
observed by believers throughout history. While seemingly less 
prominent in practice today, it is nonetheless a valuable asset in the 
spiritual arsenal of a Christian believer. Many will sacrifice at the sake 
of their physical well-being and appearance by denying themselves. 
Fasting is an investment of the spirit. 
 
What is fasting?  It is a spiritual discipline whereby we sacrifice for the 
purpose of focusing on our relationship with God. It may be reflected 
in sacrificing food, activities, technology, entertainment, people 
contact, and almost any variety of involvements and indulgences. 
 
Why fasting?  It is not a bargaining chip to negotiate with God. Nor is 
it a basis of asserting spiritual superiority before others (Mt. 6:5-6). 
When accompanied by prayer and obedience, fasting helps to rightly 
align ourselves with God. As we experience the journey of faith, we all 
hit potholes along the way. These can jolt us and misalign our spirit 
with the Spirit of God. Just as an automobile may need to be 
realigned at times, so our spirit requires the same attention. Fasting 
and prayer enable us to live in alignment with the Spirit of God. 
 
How to fast?  In our hectic lives, we find adding additional pressures 
to our schedules are difficult. For some, even physical conditions limit 
our fasting potential. But setting aside time from technology, TV 
viewing, certain foods or activities in order to spend that same time in 
communion with God through His word, prayer, or even walking and 
talking with God, can prove to be valuable. 
 
Intimacy with God sometimes requires a time out from other 
indulgences! 
 
Lord, align my soul with Your works through this discipline. Amen.  
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The 40 Days 
 

We were taught by Jesus to pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” 
However in today’s scripture passage, we find just the opposite 
happening to Him. “Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil.” Some temptations are self-imposed 
(James. 1:13-15). Others, like Jesus experienced here, are more 
about testing us, seeing what the authentic nature of our relationship 
with God truly is. 
 
In college, it didn’t take me long to discover that the middle of a test 
is not the time to begin your preparation. A test reveals the results of 
your preparation. Jesus spent 40 days and nights in prayer and 
fasting before the “tempter” came to Him. Did He know what was 
coming and so prepare Himself? Or did the Spirit know what was 
coming and thus prepare Him? Either way, Jesus’ preparation in 
overcoming temptation was essential to His victory. 
 
Some view fasting like they view a fire alarm — pull in case of 
emergency. But it is also a preventative spiritual discipline, much like 
a professional football player will lift weights in order to be prepared 
for the inevitable physical collisions that come with playing the sport. 
The inevitability of the nature of football requires physical 
preparation. The same is true of our spiritual nature. There are times 
when light and darkness, truth and falsehood, righteousness and sin, 
heaven and hell collide in our hearts. The testing is real, the 
consequences critical, the moment unpredictable. 
 
Fasting and prayer can help put inside us what we will need in our 
time of testing.   
 
God, equip me for the tests ahead. Amen.  
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The Beatitudes  

 

Sometimes we might wonder, “What do I get out of following God?” 
We see most of the people around us living for themselves. We too 
have the choice to live for ourselves or live for God. Will we follow our 
will or seek His will? Everything we do has the potential to move us 
closer to God or further from Him. In Matthew 5, Jesus gives us eight 
phrases, or beatitudes, to remember. He is teaching us that our Christ
-like walk on earth is not going unnoticed by our heavenly Father. He 
even goes so far as to say, “Blessed are you when people persecute 
you because of Me. For great is your reward in Heaven.”  
 
It is easy to focus on the here-and-now without thinking of what lies 
ahead. It is in our nature to feed our worldly desires, but in order to 
live a meaningful, fulfilling life, we need to gear our minds toward 
God’s way of living. This is a hard thing to do when it seems no one 
else around us is doing this, but remember there are other believers 
out there trying to live their lives fully committed to God, too. The 
Lord knows everything we think and do, and we will be rewarded one 
day in Heaven. He is on our side and wants to give us the strength to 
carry on through difficult times, the wisdom to handle different 
situations, and the love to give to others. We must live for God and 
not for ourselves.  
 
God, I thank You for showing me how to live through Your Word. 
Give me the strength to continue to live for You and not myself. 
Amen.  



 

 

Self Care II  
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When most people think of Jesus, they think of His miracles and His 
redemptive love for all mankind. Often, we forget that He was fully 
God and fully man, which meant He needed time to rest with the 
Father. As soon as Jesus had heard about the beheading of John the 
Baptist, “He left in a boat to a remote area to be alone.” He was 
mourning the loss of His cousin and sought solitude. When I lost 
someone important to me, I wanted to be alone to cry and talk to 
God. I was angry at the person for dying and how they chose to die, 
but at the same time filled with regret that I didn’t do more. However, 
I was able to find healing because I processed my emotions with 
God.  
 
Later in Matthew 14, immediately after the feeding of the 5,000, 
Scripture says, “After sending them home, He went up into the hills by 
Himself to pray. Night fell while He was there alone.” Our culture 
tends to be afraid of being alone; we constantly want to be 
surrounded by entertainment or friends. Silence can make us 
uncomfortable, so we fill our days with background noise and 
distractions. Of course there is great value in small groups, praying 
with other believers, and learning in community. However, if Jesus 
felt it was important to spend time alone with God in addition to all 
those things, I think it would be wise for us to do the same. Like Jesus, 
we will experience loss, hard work, and busyness. Spending time with 
God can equip us to handle life’s challenges.  
 
Dear God, help us to practice the spiritual discipline of solitude with 
You, and help us to seek rest in You alone. Amen. 
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“I am the Bread of Life” 

 

My wife adores bread. The crustier the better, according to her. She 
loves a soft interior paired with an outside crunch. Unfortunately, I do 
not think that was the bread Jesus was speaking of, nor was it a 
ciabatta or a baguette. Bread was and is a symbol for something 
much deeper and more powerful in our lives than actual crusty bread. 
 
The theme of bread has persisted throughout this devotional. At 
Passover, God commanded the people to eat specific kinds of bread. 
When they wandered in the desert for 40 years, they were given 
manna to sustain them. Upon conquering the Promised Land, the 
Israelites stopped to celebrate the Passover. Even while fasting in the 
desert for 40 days, Jesus was tempted to create bread. Then we 
arrive at this story in John. Many of us may be familiar with the 
feeding of the 5,000 which immediately precedes this sermon. From 
what Jesus says, the bread He fed them was meant to point to 
something greater.  
 
Jesus offers us bread that does not merely satisfy our stomachs and 
taste buds. He proclaims, “I am the Bread of Life.” That may have 
confused His listeners then and might still confuse people today. 
Jesus was not advocating for people to cannibalize Him; rather, He 
was telling them to consume His teachings, His actions, and His life. 
Jesus was telling His audience that He was God. Eating this “bread” 
would grant eternal life. Eating this bread satisfies our souls. 
 
Jesus, thank You for satisfying our hunger for God. Amen. 
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The Good Shepherd 

 

Jesus says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (Jn. 10:10). 
 
What is your most treasured possession? What would you do to 
protect it? People put alarm systems in their homes, baby monitors in 
kids’ rooms, and microchips in their pets. What systems do you have 
to protect your faith? Here are 5 practices of protection from John 10: 
  
1. Learn the Shepherd’s voice. Jesus is hard to follow if you don’t 

know what He sounds like. Listen to Him through prayer and 
Scripture reading.  

2. Recognize your wolves. What things keep you from being closer 
to God? Money, addictions, low self-esteem, anger? Be extra wary 
of wolves that look like sheep.  

3. Know your pasture. This is the place where sheep live; its 
boundaries offer protection. Identify your boundaries on things 
like your time, relationships, and media consumption. 

4. Stay connected to the flock. Predators attack the weakest animals 
on the fringes of the herd. Stay connected to a local community of 
believers. 

5. Go where the Shepherd leads. Know who or what you're 
following. Other people and promises will try to lead you astray, 
only to let you down when it matters; but not Jesus.   

 
Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, thank You for laying down Your life 
for us. Help us to follow where You go and be wary of those wolves 
who would lead us astray. Amen.  
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Parables of the Lost 

 

It has happened to all of us. We are running a bit behind, and we 
realize we have misplaced our keys or our wallet or an extremely 
important note or document. We search for the lost item, we inform 
other family members so they can assist us, and we pray! We go 
through a lot of emotions at a time like that, including desperation.   
 
Jesus gives us insight into the heart of the Father when He tells the 
three stories about the “lost.” There were the lost sheep. The 
shepherd could have been content with the ninety-nine sheep that 
were safe, but he went out to find that one that was lost! There was a 
woman who had ten coins and lost one. In her culture, the ten coins 
were symbolic; it was almost unthinkable that one might be lost! And 
when Jesus told the story of a son being “lost,” it would grab the 
attention of any parent! Jesus told how the son had turned his back 
on his father, had asked for his share of the inheritance, and wasted 
all of the money on “wild living.” Many would have said to simply 
forget about that son; after all, he had disgraced his father! But that 
dad waited for his wayward son, watched for him, and ran to embrace 
him! He did not hold him at arm's length; instead, he had a calf killed 
to serve at a party for his son’s return! This dad shows us the heart of 
our heavenly Father, and Jesus echoed this love when He said, “For 
the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”  
 
You have never strayed too far from the Father. He awaits your U-turn 
with open arms! 
 
Thank You, Father, for Your love and forgiveness! Amen. 



 

 

            45 

The Great Banquet 

 

In today’s passage, Jesus paints a picture of a huge, happy banquet 
feast. It is, in fact, a celebration that will one day take place in Heaven 
where Jesus Himself will be the host. Everyone is invited, but many 
make excuses because they are already “booked” with other 
activities. Imagine how you would feel if you went through the time 
and expense to lovingly prepare a feast for your friends, but instead 
of RSVPs giving confirmation, all you got back were excuses. Happily, 
none of that heavenly food is going to go to waste, which is exactly 
where we fit into this picture. All we have to do is accept His personal 
invitation. He is inviting us; all we have to do is say yes! 
 
During this season of Lent, one of the ways we can celebrate what 
Jesus has done is to fast (a theme throughout this devotional). A 
simple way to fast is to give up the “good food” that is really junk. The 
foods we like are often not good for us. Perhaps we can thank Jesus 
by eating food that actually nourishes us, just as He nourishes us. He 
has invited us to the banquet, but how will you say thank you?  
 
Jesus, thank You for inviting me to Your beautiful banquet table set 
just for me. I accept it! Amen.   
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What a Waste? 
 

There are a lot of things that can be considered a waste. You can 
waste resources, time, energy, etc. We humans have pretty much 
mastered the art of wasting. And yet, in a world full of so much waste, 
there is a counter-narrative that Christians believe to be true. While 
the rest of the world actually waste their days, believers live in a way 
that others might consider to be a waste of time.  
 
One of my favorite stories in Scripture is the anointing of Jesus. Here 
a woman pours an entire jar of perfume that costs more than a year's 
wages on Jesus’ feet. Immediately those who follow after Jesus 
consider this a waste. Yet Jesus sees the bigger picture. She knows 
who Jesus is and she is offering a great sacrifice to show love and 
respect for Him. Those who don’t have the faith to see her love 
consider it a waste. But Jesus proclaimed, “Wherever the gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in 
memory of her.” (Mk. 14:9 ESV) Why? Perhaps it is because what the 
world sees as a waste, God sees as the perfect sacrifice.  
 
What would it take for you to “waste” your life on Jesus? Are you able 
to look at something that the world sees as a waste, like Christianity, 
and see it for what it really is? Are you willing to stand by that faith 
even when the rest of the world looks at you and says, “What a 
waste.”? 
 
Lord, teach me to value Your commands over the things of this world. 
Amen.  
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The Triumphal Entry   

 

The picture that comes to mind when we think of a king is one of 
royalty, power, and prestige. A king, at least a worldly one, is clothed 
in the finest of apparel and arrives in a majestic way. There is also the 
probability that they are well guarded and not too easily approached. 
So why do we see a king making such a triumphal entry, riding on a 
donkey? 
 
It really should be of no surprise. Jesus made a similar entry into the 
world at birth, into a lowly manger; now we see Him making this entry 
into Jerusalem on a lowly donkey. We understand this to be a part of 
God’s greater plan and to be a fulfillment of prophecy - “See, your 
king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zech. 9:9).  
 
Riding in on a donkey made Jesus more approachable and put Him 
on common ground. The donkey was also a symbol of peace (riding 
on a horse would signify wealth and power in Biblical times). Contrary 
to our belief of the stubbornness of a donkey, the truth is that they are 
actually gentle, cautious, and patient. Even upon carrying a heavy 
load, they do not become angry.  
 
Jesus was not worried about status. His concern was for the people - 
for us. As garments were laid in the path before Him, palm branches 
waved, and “Hosannas” shouted, He humbly made this triumphal 
entry, preparing a way of entrance for us!   
 
Lord, thank You for such an example of humble love. May the Spirit 
guide me in living Your example. Amen. 
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The New Passover 
 

Are you comfortable sitting alone in a restaurant? Many people are 
not. Meal time is meant to fuel our bodies, but we don’t want to 
simply survive, we want to thrive! The table becomes a place of 
belonging. It is a connection with something that is greater than us. 
 
The First Passover in Exodus 12 was instituted as a reminder of 
deliverance from Egypt. It represented the sovereign plan of God to 
protect and provide for His people. The New Passover (The Last 
Supper) was instituted by Christ Himself. It was a pivotal moment in 
history, changing the shadow of the past into the shining hope of 
eternal fellowship with Christ. It was all made possible as Jesus 
became the ultimate sacrificial lamb. The bread and wine He shared 
with the disciples remind us that God’s sovereignty, once again, 
provides salvation and a sense of belonging to something that is far 
greater. 
 
When the church gathers for the Sacrament of Communion, it is 
unlike any other meal. Not only is the individual soul nourished by the 
symbol of Christ’s sacrifice, but the church thrives as a whole. The 
New Passover is a table of belonging and wholeness. It is a place of 
friendship with God and with other believers. There is no need to 
survive alone. Experience the healing forgiveness of Christ and the 
beauty of fellowship with others. Come to the table and be filled to 
overflowing. 
 
Lord, please nourish my soul and help me to thrive. Amen.  
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The Foot Washing:  
Are You Being Served? 

 

I crouched down before my then two-year-old son, warm washcloth in 
hand, ready to clean away the chocolate smudges around his mouth. 
“I do it!” he exclaimed. I handed him the washcloth and asked if he 
wanted to look in the mirror. He didn’t. Pursing his lips, he swiped the 
cloth once to the right, once to the left. His quiet pride and matter-of-
fact expression that the job was complete shone on his still-dirty face.  
 
We love doing things ourselves. It’s a symptom of our humanity. But 
one of the transforming keystones of the Gospel is the call to accept 
what Christ is doing for us.  
  
Peter first resists having Jesus wash his feet. Jesus, inviting him to a 
deeper understanding of what He was accomplishing, replies, 
“Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to Me” (John 13:8 NLT). These 
astonishing words point beyond the present moment to Christ’s 
atoning work on the cross. Our sins are only washed away when we 
accept His sacrifice and acknowledge Him as Savior. He gave; we 
receive. Such a simple act of faith is hard for many to swallow, and 
they try to work their way into heaven. But our attempts will get us 
about as clean as my son’s face.  
 
Once we accept Christ’s free gift of salvation, we are able to run after 
the life that He calls us to and models Himself - one of exuberant 
servanthood. Peter witnessed the purest form of giving when the Son 
of God crouched before him with a towel. In love, Jesus gave 
everything to people deserving of nothing. His example liberates us 
to joyfully and richly give to others. Live generously and get in on the 
life He is blessing! 
  
Lord, thank You for washing away our sins. Teach us to receive in 
order to give. Amen.   

            50 

The Garden 
 

Jesus had absolute divinity, but He shared in our humanity, fully 
human in every way (Hebrews 2:14). He knows what it feels like to be 
human, betrayed and heartbroken. In the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Jesus asks His disciples a question He still asks us every day: “Will you 
stay and keep your eyes on Me?” 
 
Knowing full well soldiers were on the way to arrest Him, Jesus told 
His disciples, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay 
here and keep watch with Me.” As you read these words of Jesus, can 
you relate? Has your soul felt crushed with grief? In the Garden, Jesus 
shows us how to handle the inevitable hard parts of life, when our 
souls feel crushed. He calls to us, saying, “Stay here and watch Me.” 
Jesus is there with us during our Gethsemane moments.  
 
As Jesus was experiencing His grief, He fell to the ground and 
prayed, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for You. Please take this 
cup of suffering away from Me. Yet I want Your will to be done, not 
Mine” (Matt. 14:36). Sometimes we cry out to God, asking Him to take 
away hard circumstances. We have a decision whether to choose faith 
or our feelings. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus chose faith over 
His feelings. Jesus reminds us to keep our eyes on Him, and to 
choose God’s will in times of sorrow. 
 
Take a moment and prayerfully fill in the blank below for your own 
situation: 
If God doesn’t change my circumstances, He can bring good even 
from __________________.  
 
Dear Jesus, help me to live in full surrender to Your will. Amen.    
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The Crucifixion  
 

Jesus knew some lessons are best learned through experience. He 
decided that even recording it in the Scriptures to be read was not 
sufficient. Thus Jesus instituted a practice or sacrament which we call “The 
Lord’s Supper” or “The Sacrament of Holy Communion” to be observed in 
remembrance of Him.    
 
The word remembrance, as it is used by Jesus, is far more significant than 
a jogging of the memory or a commemoration of an event. It is an 
invitation to step inside the experience and relive with Him what He 
endured. It requires more than being a spectator, but to travel with Him 
along the journey of His suffering and crucifixion through which our 
forgiveness and new life were obtained. Jesus’ crucifixion is the pivotal 
moment in our salvation. 
 
I invite you to step inside the experience with Jesus, in remembrance of 
Him: 
• Stand with Him as His flesh is ripped by the soldiers’ angry flogging, 

His forehead pierced by a crown of thorns, His eyes blurred by the 
flow of His own blood, His shoulders wrapped in a purple robe 
mocking royalty. 

• Walk with Him as He carries the cross through Jerusalem amidst the 
hostile, mocking crowd – hear their voices, see their faces, feel their 
utter disdain. 

• Sense the helplessness as soldiers roughly throw Him to the ground 
and nail Him to a cross. Listen to the pounding as stakes drive through 
His hands and feet. 

• Feel the sweeping sense of agony and humiliation as He is thrust 
heavenward and put on display. 

• Watch the life slip out of His body as His muscles spasm and the blood 
drips. 

• Hear His final words, “It is finished.” 
 
Now cry out, “Hallelujah, Christ is Victor!” 
 
Lord, thank You for the victory of the cross and the remembrance of it 
in communion. Amen.              51 

The Denial   

 

Can you usually tell if someone is lying or stretching the truth? Some 
people are just a little obvious. You do not need a lie detector or a 
doctorate in body language to know when it is happening. When we 
lie - not just when others lie - our words ultimately do not connect as 
they lose sincerity and truth gets lost. That is what happened to Peter 
that sad night, just as Jesus had said it would.  
 
Luke 22:61 reads, “The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.” 
Ouch! Did you ever get “the look” from a parent when you were 
young? Now imagine getting that same look from Jesus. I know He 
has given me that look more than once. It feels totally miserable and 
humiliating, as if I have failed entirely. Those feelings tend to last until 
I take the time to confess and honestly cry out to God and others. 
When we deny our God or when we deny love to others, we are 
breaking the heart of God, and like any relationship, it needs to be 
repaired. When honesty wins out, not only is humility learned, but we 
restore our relationship with God. Did you ever get a look of love and 
an embrace from a parent when you asked for forgiveness? That is 
how Jesus responds when we seek Him out and ask for forgiveness. 
We get the look of love and an embrace from the King of Kings. Now 
that makes everything all better.  
  
God, help me to care more about being totally open and honest with 
You rather than attempting to hide things from You. Forgive me and 
embrace me. Amen.  



 

 

            

“Why do you seek the Living  

among the dead?” 

 

That first Easter must have brought incredible emotions and great 
confirmation to those who followed Jesus! They had ventured through the 
long, dark season of Friday. Their Sabbath wait on Saturday ended and 
now they would learn if their hopes and transformations were real. 
 
In the past, Jesus had met Peter. Jesus said that Peter would transform into 
a very solid contributor of the faith. Peter doubted, but Jesus never did. 
On that resurrection morning, the risen Savior said, “Go tell the disciples 
and Peter.” The resurrection meant the transformation was ongoing and 
still happening. So, too, is our transformation! 
 
The first person Jesus spoke to on His resurrection morning was Mary 
Magdalene. Jesus had previously cast demons out of her. Mary’s life had 
been in complete shambles but now was making sense. Jesus’ Friday 
crucifixion could call all of her deliverance into question. You may not 
understand all that Jesus is up to, but never doubt His love and great 
intentions for you! 
 
When Jesus spoke to Mary on that resurrection morning, she knew she did 
not have to fear that Jesus’ transformation in her heart was just a 
temporary reprieve from the tormenting demons. The resurrection of 
Jesus meant that she could continue living in the victory of deliverance. No 
more demon dominance! No return to the old life! She was free indeed! 
 
Because Jesus died and rose, we too have incredible hope and power to 
live in His transforming grace! Jesus said, “Because I live you shall live 
also! He explained it this way, “I have come that you might have life to the 
full.” He completely died. He completely rose. He completely lives and 
saves all who call on His name! Live in His resurrection power today!  
 

Jesus, today I choose You. Transform my soul. Amen.  

Love One Another 

 

This is My command: Love each other (John 15:17). 
 
How do we know if someone is a follower of Christ? Better question: 
How do we know that we are continuing to follow after Christ?  
 
Jesus says that, like a plant, we know we are healthy in our faith if we 
produce fruit. But what kind of fruit, as not all apples are created 
equal. Does He mean our disciplines - like church attendance, tithing 
and Bible reading? Our habits - do we do the right things and avoid 
the wrong things? Our social and political opinions? How good a 
steward we are with our finances or relationships?  
 
Nope. It’s our love.  
 
The other things - disciplines, habits, etc. - all these can be faked, at 
least for a season. But not love.  
 
It’s the simplest and hardest command in the Bible. Love. It’s not hard 
to understand but almost impossible to execute unless we’re 
connected to the Source of love. Jesus doesn’t just mean loving the 
people we like; He means loving everyone - our family, our enemies, 
our bosses, our leaders, our friends who have hurt us. And not just 
saying it but demonstrating it. Loving to the point of sacrifice. Loving 
even when it costs.  
 
“You are My friends if you do what I command,” Jesus says. What’s 
the best thing you can do for Jesus? What is the greatest thanks you 
can give for the greatest sacrifice this Easter season? Go and love.  
 
Lord Jesus, sometimes it's hard to love. Yet You loved the world - a 
world who showed You hate in return - enough to sacrifice Yourself 
for its sake. For my sake. May Your love overflow into my life so that 
others experience it, too. Amen.  


