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Preface 
Waiting can be so difficult: children waiting for their birthday, couples 
waiting for their wedding day, families waiting for a new baby, and 
me waiting for the package to arrive in the mail. Whatever you may be 
waiting for, it is often a test of our patience as we anticipate what is to 
come.  
 
The BWC staff has put together a series of devotionals that we trust 
will bless you throughout the Advent Season. From November 27 to 
January 1, the verses chosen highlight those who came before us, 
anxiously awaiting the birth of their Savior, and they encourage us as 
we continue to wait for the second coming of Christ. Each day you’ll 
find a short summary of the scripture passage, a relevant application, 
and a prayer of reflection. 
 
Our sincere hope is that you will be encouraged every day to 
remember why we celebrate the day Jesus came and the promise 
that comes with the Christmas Season! 
 
Merry Christmas! 

 



 

 

Pregnant with Expectation 

Looking back, I would definitely say I experienced joyful expectation 
when carrying our child. Certainly there were many questions, and 
even more emotions, but I trusted the doctor when he said that all 
was going as planned. However, to truly experience the joy of 
parenting, there must come a moment of pain — actually, many 
moments of pain that grow more frequent and intense. The suffering 
is necessary to bring the joyous results. The cliché “It was all worth it” 
is a colossal understatement. 
 
As we look at our world today, it seems the moments of suffering are 
gaining momentum.  This is the “groaning” referred to in our passage. 
This groaning is a result of Adam’s original sin and its effect upon 
every generation since. The pain that creation is experiencing pushes 
us, one step at a time, to the eventual revelation of God Himself when 
creation will be restored.  
 
In the midst of this passage, we see the word “hope.” Therein lies the 
key to navigating the suffering that stands between us and the 
moment we see our Savior face to face. This hope is literally translated 
to joyful expectation. Struggles may surround us, but struggles need 
not take up residence in us. Instead we can trade the growing pains of 
life for a spirit of joy. One day we will rejoice in the finished work of 
Christ and declare He is worth it all! 
 

Heavenly Father, please fill me with joyful anticipation of the mighty 
plan You have for my life. Amen. 
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Pains of Birth 

 

If you have children, you understand that there is some level of 
physical pain associated with delivering a newborn baby. However, 
the joy of holding that miraculous new life overrides it all. Parents also 
know the emotional pain of seeing a child go down the wrong path. 
We may try to steer the child in the right direction, but all we can 
really do is hope and pray that they make the right choices. 
 
If we take a step back to the beginning, we see that all God had 
created was perfect. We had it all! Adam was told he could eat from 
any tree in the garden, except the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. However, in this chapter, we see the serpent scheming with Eve, 
who developed a desire for this knowledge and ate the fruit. Adam 
followed and they instantly had a new awareness of things. They hid 
when God asked, “Where are you?” 
 
All of a sudden, relationships that were whole were now broken. Their 
relationship with God suffered from disobedience. As a result, Adam 
and Eve began finger pointing and blaming each other. You see, God 
knew of their physical location, and His question, “Where are you?” 
was more of a relational question. He understood that there would be 
a need for restoration to be made available to mend these 
relationships. As we continue along this Advent journey, we see that 
God sent His Son to pay the restitution for us all. Jesus brings the joy 
that overrides the physical and emotional pain we experience in this 
broken world. He restores our relationship with our Heavenly Father. 
 

Lord, please keep my eyes fixed on You that I may continue to grow 
stronger in my relationship with You and make right choices that 
glorify You. Amen  
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A Blessing to All Nations 

Most everyone has an idea of what their dream home looks like, 
where it's located, and how life will be when they are in that home. 
The television show “Full House” is a great example of this. The show 
centers around the Tanner family, who creates many memories 
throughout the seasons while growing up in their now iconic home. 
Even the show's remake portrays some of the original cast still living 
in that same house as adults, now with their own families. I personally 
have never met someone who enjoys moving. As a matter of fact, I 
have heard many great stories of people who grew up in the same 
house their entire life, similar to the Tanner family.  
 
In our passage, Abram is asked to uproot his entire family and move 
to the place God is preparing for them. Abram was probably very 
comfortable in his “dream home” when God asked him to move to 
the unknown. But he had always been a man with a strong faith, and 
when God says, “Jump,” Abram asks, “How high?” His prompt 
obedience when God spoke to him was a characteristic that made 
him stand out. It was natural for him to follow God’s leading. Abram 
loved God, and God loved him just as He loves each of us. God gave 
him a promise that, in turn, affects us today. Because of Abram’s 
obedience, God knew he was the right person to begin establishing 
this special place - a home His people could call their own and where 
they could worship God as the one true God! 
 

 
Heavenly Father, help us to be bold in telling people about You, 
Yahweh, so that the whole world may know the one true God! Amen. 
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A Promise 

In our Scripture today, we find Abram in a conversation with the Lord 
about the fact that he and his wife still remains childless. He is 
concerned about who his heir will be. Abram says in verse 3, “You 
have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my 
heir.” You can almost sense that Abram may be thinking, Well, if 
You’re not going to make it happen, I guess I’ll just settle for the less 
than ideal alternative. 
 
In verses 4 and 5, God says to him, “This man will not be your heir, but 
a son who is your own flesh and blood…Look up at the sky and count 
the stars…So shall your offspring be.” That is a pretty big promise! 
Verse 6 tells us that “Abram believed the Lord.” He believed and 
received this promise. 
 
Sometimes, like Abram, we find ourselves in a tough spot and we 
think, Well, if God’s not going to come through, I’ll just do it my way! 
We settle for the less than ideal alternative. But we can learn from 
Abram’s experience. God does come through. And when God makes 
a promise, He keeps it. Abram believed and was open to experience 
the plan that God had for him, even if it didn’t happen when or how 
he wanted it to. We have hope in the promises of God. He came 
through for Abram, and He’ll come through for us, too.  
 

God, I pray that I wouldn’t settle for the lesser alternative, but that I 
would be patient and wait expectantly to see Your promises fulfilled 
in my life. Amen. 
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Choosing Faith 

 

As World War 1 was ravaging the landscape of France and Belgium, 
evening set in on Christmas Eve. Shots from the German trenches slowed 
to a stop, and British soldiers spied twinkling fir trees dotting enemy 
lines. From across the vast battleground, the two companies sang carols 
and shouted Christmas greetings to one another. But when the British 
forces received word that the Germans wanted to meet them, they were 
understandably skeptical. What reason did they have to believe them? 
The next morning, however, when unarmed German soldiers inched 
their way out of the trenches, the British chose to trust and rose to meet 
them in this modern day miracle. Opposing soldiers shook hands, 
laughed together, took photos, exchanged food and souvenirs, and 
played soccer! The unofficial Christmas Truce of 1914 sparked 
something wonderful in an otherwise bleak season.  
 
In today’s passage, Sarah overhears some incredible news and she 
responds, understandably, with incredulity! At 90 years old, she is far 
past childbearing age, and she is physically unable to conceive (Genesis 
11:30). So she laughs. However, when God replies, “Is anything too hard 
for the Lord?” Sarah’s heart is convicted, understanding that this is not 
just anybody speaking this prophetic word over her. The lifelong desire 
of her heart was finally going to come true! Despite the odds and her 
long, dreary season of barrenness, she received her miracle because “by 
faith…she considered Him faithful who had made the promise” (Hebrews 
11:11). 
  
For many families, this Christmas may look different from years past. Even 
so, let’s choose to trust God’s purpose for this unusual season and 
intentionally make the most of it.  
 

 

Lord, we rejoice that all things are possible with You! Help us choose to 
trust You in our darker hours so that we don’t miss out on the glimmering 
joys You have prepared for us. Amen. 
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A Secret Birth 

We often struggle to see God working in the midst of dark, evil, and 
tragic circumstances. The story of Moses' salvation through his 
mother and Pharaoh's daughter is one of great faith, courage, and 
compassion. But this narrative follows one of the darkest passages of 
Scripture: “Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: ‘Every 
Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile’” (Exodus 1:22).  
 
How could a Hebrew see hope in these circumstances? Yet hope 
came. Hope grew in the midst of tragedy, and it came through the 
faith and bravery of the oppressed and the compassion of the 
powerful. The tremendous act of evil on the part of Pharaoh actually 
led to the opposite of what he expected. Moses - a Hebrew baby 
sentenced to death - found a secure place in the royal court. Though 
it took years, this position would put him in a position to save an 
entire people. Hope began as small as a newborn baby and grew to a 
nation redeemed.  
 
This story foreshadows the story of Jesus, who was also sentenced to 
death by an evil and powerful ruler: “When Herod realized that he 
had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders 
to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old 
and under” (Matthew 2:16).  
 
But Jesus and His family escaped, too - and, of all places, to Egypt! 
 

God, in this season, help me to trust You in the midst of the darkest 
circumstances. Help me to believe that, even if I may not see them, 
You are sowing the seeds of redemption. 
 

A Shocking Birth I 

I love making Christmas cookies. Every year, my family and I bake and 
decorate cookies on Christmas Eve and then leave them out for 
Santa’s snack. As a child, it seemed like it took ages for the cookies to 
bake - and even longer for them to cool. Baking, however, is a 
science. It requires just the right time and temperature to produce the 
best results. Take the cookies out too soon and you have a doughy 
mess; take them out too late and you’ve got fresh kindling for the fire. 
Baking, like much of life, requires patience and trust.  
 
God had promised Abraham and Sarah a child, and in our passage 
today, we read about that promise’s fulfillment. God had spoken and 
“at the very time God had promised,” Sarah gave birth to a son, Isaac 
(Vs. 2). Exactly as God had said, the very thing He promised took 
place. Had Isaac come sooner, there could have been complications 
with the birth. Had he come later, they could have lost all hope of his 
arrival ever taking place. Isaac came at just the right time because 
God keeps His word. 
 
Perhaps this season you’re waiting for your own “Isaac” to come forth. 
Maybe you’ve been waiting for ages, and it just seems like the cookies 
will never cool down. You’ll never get a taste of that delicious treat. 
Trust me, I get it. I’ve been there. I’m there now. But while our waiting 
seems to last forever, while it seems like God’s promises to us will 
never be fulfilled, we can find hope in the story of Abraham, Sarah, 
and Isaac. It will come at just the right moment and it will show up 
exactly as God says.  
 

Father, thank You for Your faithfulness to Abraham and Sarah. Give 
me eyes to see Your faithfulness in my own life. Amen.
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God Hears. Do You? 

God does not ignore those oppressed, abused, or disadvantaged. In 
verse 7, God speaks to the children of Israel and declares He has both 
seen their affliction and responded to their cry. “I am aware of their 
sufferings,” God says. 
 
Many Christians live with their sights aimed primarily at securing their 
own happiness and prosperity. The Bible, on the other hand, presents 
God as having His eyes focused on seeking justice, redemption, and 
deliverance for broken and discarded people on earth. God is not 
blind to people’s needs. 
 
“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob” (Vs. 6). God is consistently God in every 
generation, regardless of who the leader may be. The people of today 
are as precious and important to God as those who lived at any other 
time. God cares about afflicted people: those judged by their race or 
culture; unborn babies who would cry out “let me breathe;” spouses 
abused and discarded by narcissistic mates who promised to love and 
to cherish; children emotionally mutilated by divorce; mentally or 
physically challenged people trying to make it in a society that values 
power and beauty; widows and widowers living out the trauma of loss.   
 
In verse 8, God says to Moses, “I have come down to deliver them … to 
bring them up.” God acted! How? He told Moses, “Come now, I will 
send you …” (Vs. 10). Are you God’s answer to someone’s cry? 
 

 

God, help me to see what You see.  Let me not only have sight, but 
insight, into others. If You so choose, send me on assignment just like 
You sent Moses. I want to be one of Your difference-makers.  Amen. 

            33 
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God Comes Through 

Have you experienced abandonment at some point? I remember the 
feeling the first time I climbed a mountain and got separated from my 
group. As I sat on the side of a mountain, I began to panic because I 
realized I was all alone. I imagine this is how the Israelites felt as they 
sat in Egypt. 
 
By this point, the Israelites had been enslaved in Egypt for 430 years! 
Can we say, “Wow!” I imagine it would have been easy for them to 
believe God had forgotten them and abandoned them completely. 
However, the reality is that God already had everything worked out in 
His perfect timing. You could almost hear the quiet whisper: “I didn’t 
bring you here to abandon you. Trust Me!” 
 
The Israelites waited eagerly for God’s signal to leave Egypt. When 
the time came, they left their homes in such haste that the bread for 
their long journey didn’t have time to rise! Bread without yeast is 
known as unleavened bread. In scripture, leaven symbolizes sin. This 
is why, at the first Passover to celebrate their newfound freedom from 
Egypt, the Israelites celebrated with unleavened bread. They left their 
bondage in Egypt and found joy in following God into new freedom! 
  
True joy is found in the freedom of surrendering our timeline and 
plans to God! It would have been easy for the Israelites to give up and 
stop listening for God. But think about if they had! They never would 
have found the Promised Land. There is joy in freedom!  
 

Dear God, help us to learn to surrender our plans to You. Let us listen 
and be ready for when You ask us to move. Amen. 
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A Redeemer 

Have you ever felt trapped? Perhaps it was some physical limitation, 
like carpooling to a party and not having a way home. Maybe it was a 
mental state, like having a paper due at midnight that wasn’t even 
started. It could’ve been your car breaking down in traffic. Whatever it 
is, we’ve all been there. Would you pause for a moment and go to that 
place? Trapped in on all sides with no hope of freedom, your chest 
feels tight. Fight or flight kicks in, but there’s nowhere to run and no 
way to push through the situation. You feel secluded, lost, stuck.  
 
Now, have you ever experienced that unexpected freedom? The 
friend seeing your discomfort and offering a ride home. The teacher 
deciding to push back the due date. The stranger offering to change 
the tire. Do you recall the relief and celebration from that unforeseen 
saving grace? 
 
That is where we find the people in today’s passage. Naomi is a widow 
with a life of hardship and bitterness. Ruth, who has also been 
widowed, faces a similar fate because she remained faithful to her 
mother-in-law. However, something unexpected happens. Boaz 
notices Ruth’s sacrificial love and is filled with awe at her noble 
character. He decides to step into the role of “guardian-redeemer” by 
taking these widows condemned to a life of poverty and welcoming 
them home. In a situation where all hope was lost, an act of 
redemption changed everything - literally! It would be through the line 
of Ruth and Boaz that the greatest gift of undeserved, unexpected 
grace would come: Jesus. 
 

 

God, give me the faith to trust in Your personal redemption, that I may 
experience freedom in my life and embrace Your love, love that knows 
no bounds. Amen. 
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A New King 

In our Scripture today, Samuel is sent on a mission from God to anoint 
the next king over Israel. He sends him to Jesse of Bethlehem to 
anoint one of his sons. He is brought seven of Jesse’s sons, all who 
looked like the right fit, but the Lord had not chosen them. “‘Do not 
consider his appearance or his height…People look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart’” (Vs. 7). Samuel finally 
asks Jesse if he has another son, and Jesse calls David in from the 
fields. Verse 12 reads, “Then the Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; this 
is the one.’” The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David on 
that day! 
 
Samuel had thoughts of how the process should go and who the king 
should be. He saw a lot of good “candidates” and thought surely they 
would be chosen. But he was surprised when God chose David, an 
unlikely candidate. Sometimes we find ourselves in similar situations, 
where we have preconceived notions of how things in our lives 
should go or what should happen. But the Lord kindly comes in and 
shows us His plan -  and how He wants things to go. Sometimes it’s 
completely different than we thought it would be. Sometimes it’s a 
little scary. But it’s always better than all we could ever ask or imagine 
(Ephesians 3:20). 
 

Lord, today I ask that You would show me Your plan. Help me to trust 
You fully as I embrace all You have for me this day. Help me to pursue 
Your plan over my own. Amen. 
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You Are Not the One 

If you have ever had a boyfriend or girlfriend break up with you, you 
may have heard, “You are not the one.” It certainly does not feel good 
knowing that someone no longer wants to be in a relationship with 
you. Oftentimes it may send you to a gallon of ice cream and binge-
watching your favorite show or playing your favorite game. It can be 
shocking, emotionally devastating, and leaving you feeling a bit 
hopeless about the future. Thankfully, over time, the sad feelings of a 
breakup will ease, and you may have the opportunity to date 
someone new - someone that may say, “You ARE the one!”  
 
David heard from God, “You are not the one.” God sent David a 
message through his friend Nathan that he would not be the one to 
establish the house of God. While God had chosen David to be the 
King of Israel for his time, He promised him that it would be after 
David passed away that God would establish the eternal throne. The 
throne would be established forever through David’s family tree. 
God, as the Father, would bring His son through David’s descendants. 
Jesus will bring the hope of an eternal kingdom. Jesus is the one! 
 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the promise given centuries ago to 
David that was then fulfilled through Your son, Jesus. I am so grateful 
that, through a relationship with Jesus, I have the promise of seeing 
Your eternal Kingdom. Amen.  
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Crushed Expectations 

Young Timmy ran into his parents’ room Christmas morning. “Get up! 
Get up!” he shouted while bouncing joyfully on their bed. After a few 
remarks about the sun not even being up yet, the family hurried 
downstairs to unveil the presents. Boxes of all kinds sat around the 
tree, but Timmy had his eye on one in particular. He knew. This would 
be the Captain America action figure he had asked for. 
  
However, as wrapping paper and ribbon sailed into the trash can, so 
did Timmy’s dreams. As we all know, it didn’t quite matter what was 
actually in the box. Timmy wanted that action figure, and nothing else 
could satisfy that longing. Frustration filled the young boy’s heart. He 
felt misunderstood and questioned if his parents even cared about 
him. There was an expectation of how this day was supposed to go, 
and it got crushed. 
  
That is where we find the Israelites during today’s Bible reading. God 
had made promises and covenants about a future filled with victory. A 
promised king was to come, release the captives, and bring prosperity 
to the land. The people would be at peace under His rule. But instead 
we see yet another king fail. In fact, Rehoboam caused heavier 
oppression, the land was plagued with entitlement, and the people 
became divided. 
  
I’m sorry this particular story doesn’t have a happy ending, but I 
suppose we often can’t see the distant hope in the midst of crushed 
expectations. So let’s sit together with those who are crushed and be a 
gentle voice of assurance that God’s not done working yet. 
 
 
 

God, help me to be patient in my moments of crushed expectation. 
Reveal with even greater clarity the goodness You long to bring into 
my life. Amen. 
 
 

Passing on Hope  

Growing up, our father often reminded us about the many 
generations of rich Christian heritage we had before us. At a recent 
family graveside service, we had a moment to scan the names and 
dates of those believers that went back as far as the 1800s. It was hard 
to comprehend all the prayers that paved the way for our journey of 
faith. It brings me great hope that my prayers can produce fruit in the 
lives of my descendants.  
 
King David is having a teaching moment with his son Solomon in 
today’s passage. He understands that the future of the kingdom is 
about to be handed over to this new leader. He could have gone into 
the details of battle tactics, fiscal responsibility, or communication 
techniques, but he didn’t. Instead, he reminds his son to put God first. 
David was at the end of his days, reassessing his own experience, and 
he knew that one day Solomon would look back on his own life. What 
would he see? This was David’s last opportunity to pass on the hope 
and strength that comes only from obedience to the Lord.  
 
We simply can’t imagine the potential of our prayers and the hope 
that accompanies them. Our obedience could produce future 
pastors, cultural influencers, missionaries, and Kingdom builders of all 
kinds. Even when we stumble and fail, God can use those moments 
for good. We never know what our current obedience can produce in 
the future. King David was the recipient of hope passed down from 
Abraham. It continued through the generations and resulted in the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, whom we celebrate this season. Keep 
paving the way, my friends. Future generations will thank you. 
 

 

Heavenly Father, may my current obedience produce hope and 
strength for many years to come. Amen. 
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“You are My Son” 

Looking back at different times in my life, I can see when my stubborn 
nature had gotten the best of me. Even though I grew up going to 
church, Sunday school, and VBS, and I had seen examples of what 
living for God looks like, I still chose to do things my own way. All the 
forces and power in the world, however, fall short of the kingship of 
God. No matter how hard we might try to “dethrone” God, He still 
remains King. 
 
In Psalm 2, we see that this is not a new way of thinking and living. 
Verse 1 describes the people living a life in opposition of God. They 
were choosing to rise up against God, refusing to embrace His gift of 
salvation and freedom through Jesus Christ.  
 
When we choose to accept this gift, we are choosing to be embraced 
by God as His own. “He said to me, ‘You are My son, today I have 
become Your father’” (Vs.7). What a freeing thought this is. The Lord 
God has chosen us to be His, and with that, we are now heirs to what 
is His.  “Just ask Me, and I will make the nations your possession; the 
far corners of the earth will be your property” (Vs. 8). We can walk in 
confidence knowing that God, our Heavenly Father, is with those who 
know Him. 
 
For whoever takes refuge in Him will be truly happy. 
 

 

Lord, help us to embrace Your calling on our lives. We - Your children, 
Your sons and daughters - ask that You will give us the ability to live 
out that truth everyday. May we walk knowing that You are with us. 
Amen. 
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A BWC ALL-CAMPUS  
CHRISTMAS COMEDY EVENT 

 

BECKY’S DRIVE-IN: 4548 LEHIGH DR. WALNUTPORT 

Friends of BWC - and the film’s stars and producers -  
Jenn Gotzon & Jon Chandler will be here in-person! 

Bring your hot chocolate and coziest blankets  
as we get into the Christmas Spirit! 

This family-friendly movie supports 
a powerful message that we are 

valuable because God is our creator.  

Free Admission! Donations Encouraged! 
Donations support the film’s ministry of 

empowering girls and women to 
understand their true value in God. 
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In the Meantime 

One thing I have never been good at is waiting. When I see 
something that needs to be done, I would rather see it happen than 
wait another second. This may be true for you, especially in the 
Christmas season. You can’t wait to open that present, but you know 
you have to hold back until Christmas morning.  
 
I can only imagine that this is how the Israelite people were feeling 
during this time. Surrounded by injustice, all they want to see is the 
son of God come into the world. And while they have no control over 
the timing, what they do have control over is themselves. What do 
they do in the meantime? Well, they pray. They pray for a King to 
come, bring justice to the people of Israel, and rule over all. Their 
longing is not in vain. They take control and make the most of their 
situation, knowing that they serve a God who keeps His promises. In 
this time of waiting, they understand that they can pray to One who 
hears them when they call.   
 
What are you doing in these “meantime” moments? It is easy to 
complain about something. There is so much injustice and sickness in 
the world. What are you going to do about it? Philippians 4:6 says, 
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.” I 
encourage you today to set aside the stress of waiting for something 
to happen, and instead give it to God through prayer. We serve a 
God who is bigger than any crisis, and we serve a God who hears us 
when we pray.   
 

 

Father, help me to make the most out of the things that I can control, 
and pray without ceasing for the things I can’t. Amen. 
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The Rescuer 

Growing up, whenever I went through a tough time, my mother 
always used to remind me about Psalm 91. She would tell me to read 
it and believe it - to take it in and really understand what is being said. 
The Lord is our rescuer. Are you in need of a rescuer? Do you fully 
trust that God has you? This is a question that can be difficult to 
answer when going through a difficult time.  
 
In today’s reading, we see that we can rely on the Lord for whatever 
comes our way. He is our refuge and fortress. Anyone who has an 
intimate relationship with God knows the significance of having His 
protection over your life. The enemy likes to do whatever he can to 
disrupt our walk with the Lord. However, if we are rooted deeply in 
God, we can withstand any of the enemy’s attacks that may come our 
way. A strong and intimate relationship with God is the best shield 
against evil. This is something that we can rely on for the rest of our 
lives. Who wouldn’t want a promise like that? 
 
Although troubles and hardships are a fact of life, one thing I know to 
remain true is the love that we have from the Lord. That someone 
loves us this much can be unthinkable - unimaginable! But He does. 
Continue building your relationship with the Lord and keep your trust 
in Him!  
 

Father God, thank You for Your love that You give to us. I pray that we 
will continue in obedience to You for all of our days. Amen. 
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Who Are We Waiting For? 

Have you ever watched a movie and found yourself waiting for 
something big to happen? You are not always sure what it’s going to 
be, but you know something is about to change. Likewise, in all the 
hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, we sense a building 
anticipation. We journey through Advent knowing that something big 
is coming; something important is about to happen. 
 
In Isaiah 11, the text is setting the stage with that same feeling. 
Excitement starts to build as we realize that something is about to 
happen that isn’t just big - it’s going to be amazing. Jesse is the father 
of King David, but more importantly, Jesus Christ is born out of this 
family line. The amazing thing that verses 1-5 are pointing to is the 
coming of Jesus Christ!  
 
In the movies, after that big event finally takes place, things are never 
the same again. The first Christmas is that moment for believers - the 
day that everything changed. As Christmas day draws near this year, 
feel the anticipation building in your heart. It’s the same anticipation 
that was felt by thousands who lived before the birth of Christ. 
 
We have the blessing of not just knowing something big is about to 
happen. We live after that Big Event took place. Jesus came as a baby 
and changed everything. God is not done working in our lives or this 
world. The anticipation for Christmas day now lives in us, just as we 
anticipate the return of Jesus Christ.  
 

Lord, fill us with the same anticipation and excitement that lived in 
King David. May we live our lives longing to know You more and 
more everyday. Amen.  
 

If this passage sounds familiar, that may be because Jesus quotes it in 
the book of Luke while teaching in the synagogues of Nazareth. When 
Jesus spoke this passage, He applied it to Himself and why He had 
come into the world. To fully understand the meaning of this text, it is 
important to note the history of the Year of Jubilee. This was a Jewish 
practice where all debts were cancelled, slaves were freed, and 
people were given a new start. This was a time to repair and even 
restore the land and balance the economy. What a wonderful time 
that must have been!  
 
Unfortunately, the Year of Jubilee only came every 49 years. The 
people looked forward to its coming for decades. Jesus is saying that, 
when we believe in Him and accept Him into our hearts, we can live 
every day as if we are living in the Year of Jubilee. Every day, we can 
be renewed and made beautiful, displaying the splendor of the Lord! 
The people of that day were used to having to work for so long until 
they could experience this freedom. Our faith, however, is not 
measured by works or time spent but by our hearts longing after 
Jesus. I am sure this relieved and comforted the people Jesus was 
speaking to directly in the synagogues, and I hope it can do the same 
for you. 
 

Dear God, I pray that I truly live every day for You and rely on You for 
renewal all my days! Amen. 

The Year of the Lord’s Fa-
vor 



 

 

            

The Days are Coming... 

There was once a distant land filled with lush greenery and an 
abundance of food. The people who lived there lacked nothing 
because there was perfect harmony between caring for and 
consuming the fruit of the land. There was perfection, abundance, 
peace. It would be the best ending to a story. 
 
However, the inhabitants began sowing toxic seed that produced toxic 
fruit. They began to eat more than they needed and even stole from or 
sabotaged other gardens. The land became barren and dry. And 
sometimes, it feels like that’s where the story ends. There are days 
when that desert sand goes on for miles.  
 
Then you get confronted by Grace. If you have not yet experienced 
Grace, let today be the day. Don’t be fooled; this confrontation is not 
easy. You see a flash of perfection in the mirror. The garden thriving. In 
the next moment you see the desert land. It’s scary. It’s painful. The 
consequences of sin become real in that moment. 
 
But Grace steps in and empowers you to repent, providing the 
strength to turn away from the toxic seed. A prophetic word is spoken 
over that desert land. The days are coming when healing will come 
over the land. People will experience abundant peace and security 
again. A Messenger is coming… no, more than that. A Savior is 
coming to proclaim life to this land, and He will usher it in. The 
Righteous Savior will bring life! That is the celebration of Christmas. 
That is what Israel was waiting for in Jeremiah 33. But the awesome 
thing is this Savior is available to us today. Would you trust Jesus with 
your life?  
 

God, help me trust You. Please restore in me an abundant garden of 
life. Amen. 

Just Like the Love of the 
Lord 

What a story of betrayal that occurs here. Gomer left Hosea and is 
living with another man, committing adultery. God tells Hosea to “go 
and love your wife again, even though she commits adultery with 
another lover. This will illustrate that the Lord still loves Israel, even 
though the people have turned to other gods and love to worship 
them” (Vs. 1 NLT). As a result, Hosea buys back his own wife as God 
commanded. I can only imagine the challenge Hosea faced to move 
beyond his pain and misplaced trust in order to honor God.  
 
I’m sure there are times in your life when you felt betrayed in some 
way or another. There is usually a “cost” involved in the process of 
reconciliation and putting things back together. In love, God 
demonstrated this truth for us by paying the highest price: the blood 
of His only Son. It is just like the Lord to love us, even when His people 
do not love in return. How God’s heart must break when we, His 
children, commit “spiritual adultery” in living for the world when 
instead we should be living for Him. As Warren Weirsbe puts it, “The 
essence of idolatry is enjoying the gifts but not honoring the Giver.” 
 
God’s love is deeper and His gift is greater than anything we deserve. 
This season, as you are enjoying the many gifts you receive, it may be 
a great time to ask whether you are enjoying the Gift and honoring 
the Giver with all you have? 
 

Father, please help me to love You fully with all my being, just as You 
have so totally loved me. Amen! 
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Generations of Expectation 

If you took time to read today’s passage, you would notice that the first 
16 verses are all genealogy! Growing up, when I would come to these 
types of verses, I would skip over them! I figured, Who has time to 
read a bunch of names that you can’t even pronounce? But as I started 
to understand the importance of generations and how God was 
moving through each one, I began to pay more attention.  
 
The genealogy of Jesus starts with Abraham. Remember him? His wife, 
Sarah, was barren. God made a covenant with Abraham, promising 
him that from his lineage would come a great nation and that all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed because of him! Jesus was the 
fulfillment of this promise!  
 
There were 42 generations between Abraham and Jesus. Without 
Abraham, we wouldn’t have had the line of David, and without King 
David we wouldn’t have Jesus. God perfectly planned every 
generation to lead to the birth of Jesus!  
 
When we are given a promise, we usually expect to see it fulfilled 
pretty quickly. I am always amazed by the faith of Abraham. He trusted 
God so completely, even though he wouldn’t see the promise fulfilled 
in entirety! God never forsakes a promise, and He continued to remind 
each generation after Abraham that He was sending someone to 
rescue His people. Genealogy can be difficult to read and understand, 
but don’t skim too quickly through the list. It reveals generations of 
expectation all waiting for love to come down from heaven in human 
form so that God could save generations of people to come.  
 

God, let us continue to be a generation of expectation! Help us boldly 
live our lives with love that would point to you! Amen. 

                                          

A Lack of Faith 

Have you ever been told something that just seems too good to be 
true? I want you to take a moment and think about something you 
have wanted for a really long time. Now imagine that someone came 
to you and said you would get that very thing you’ve been waiting for. 
For some, they would instantly rejoice and get caught up in the 
excitement of the news. But for others (including myself), their 
response would be measured, springing more so from a place of 
doubt. They’d ask questions like, “Is this really happening?” or “Is that 
even possible?” 
 
In our passage for today, we encounter a couple who falls into the 
second category described above. Zechariah and Elizabeth were an 
old couple who the Bible calls “righteous in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly” (Vs. 6). 
However, early on in their story, we find out there is a problem. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth wanted nothing more than to have children, 
but they had none. This was a big deal in their culture. Many would 
have gone as far to say that this inability to conceive was tied to some 
displeasure God had toward the couple. Having this insight helps us 
to understand Zechariah’s disbelief, but in the end, his doubt comes 
with consequences. The question I want you to ask yourself is this: 
“What will I choose to do when I am confronted with God’s plan for 
my life?” Will you choose to doubt or instead have faith and lean into 
all God has in store for you?  
 

Lord, let us not be people who doubt Your plan but who have faith in 
your perfect plan. Amen. 
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Pregnant with Hope 

As a child, I can remember doing a lot of things to get into trouble. I 
found myself with a guilty conscience often, and when my parents 
would do something as innocent as ask how my day at school was, I 
would question their motives and ask if anyone had told them 
anything!   
 
When Mary was greeted in this passage, she wasn't sure how to take 
it. She was shocked, just as I believe anyone would be if an angel of 
the Lord appeared in front of them. But the angel quickly relieved 
some of her fear.   
 
The angel proceeded to tell her that she will become pregnant, but 
not just with any child.  This child would be the hope for all mankind. 
The Savior of the world. For Mary, this was probably a horrifying thing 
to hear. She wasn’t yet married to Joseph, so people would either 
think that she had been unfaithful or that the baby was conceived out 
of wedlock. Despite her fears, she looked at the angel and said, “I am 
the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled” (Vs. 38).  
 
Her response to this crazy news was one of hope - the same hope that 
the angel instilled into her with this message of the child to come. 
Mary could have done a lot of things, but instead she chose to put her 
hope in God’s plan. In the same way, when things get crazy during the 
holidays - and throughout our lives - we can put our hope in God and 
believe that He has a plan for us! 
 

God, we pray that we would have the same hope that Mary carried 
inside her womb in our lives each day as we follow Your plan for our 
lives. Amen. 
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A Shocking Birth II 

Babies are great! They bring such joy and excitement to a family. 
Some couples know nothing about “infertility” – they don’t even know 
how to spell it! They decide they want to start a family, and there is an 
immediate pregnancy; or, before they were even planning to have a 
child, they discover that one is on the way!  
 
Yes, having a child is so easy – unless it’s not. We are told that one in 
eight couples reportedly struggle to conceive. There are various 
treatments and medical procedures that couples can use today to 
help improve their chances of a pregnancy. Those things were not 
available for Zechariah and Elizabeth. So for many years, each passing 
month was another reminder of their unanswered prayer. At some 
point, they had both given up hoping and praying that a baby would 
be part of their future. It was simply not going to happen! And then 
God sent an angel to speak to Zechariah. The angel had miraculous 
news, incredible news, spectacular news, and unbelievable news! 
Elizabeth was going to give birth to a son that they would name John  
- and he would be known as John the Baptist! 
 
Have you ever been at that place where you have prayed and prayed, 
and you succumb to the realization that you believe your prayer will 
never be answered? God delights in showing up in ways that can only 
be described as “miraculous!” 
 

Father, give us faith to believe and eyes to see You doing the 
miraculous. Amen. 
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Joy Confirmed 

Few things in life can flood you with as much joy and wonder as the 
experience of your first ultrasound when you’re expecting. Glimpsing 
your little one’s silhouette, hearing the swift rhythm of his or her 
heartbeat, and watching those tiny limbs stretch and flail before they 
can even be felt, you may long to linger in that moment. You now have 
the amazing assurance of what you trusted was developing within. 
 
Mary may not have had the luxury of an ultrasound, but while visiting 
her cousin, she does receive an extraordinary report about her baby. 
Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth affirms that Mary’s unborn son 
is truly the Savior they have been waiting for, that Mary was indeed 
handpicked by God to carry and raise His own son. Mary had believed 
that God would orchestrate this mighty work within her, and she had 
been carrying His promise close to her heart. But now, hearing this 
larger-than-life news from the mouth of someone she knew personally 
– someone who wholly understood what it was like to have one’s life 
rerouted by God’s generous intervention – Mary’s heart was set ablaze 
with worship! We feel her awe that in the long history of faithfulness to 
His people, God saw her. We sense her wonder at being woven into 
the narrative of Holy Scripture. Weeks – months, even – before she 
would see her body change or feel the flutters of the little miracle 
inside her womb, her humble faith was rewarded with boundless joy! 
 
Jesus is ours! If you struggle to feel His spirit lovingly guiding you, 
cling to the purpose your life has in relation to Him. He will be your 
strength, your victory, your joy, today. 
 

Dear Lord, thank You for seeing me. May I linger in the wonder of 
moments shared with You. Amen. 

             

Inviting Others to Hope 

Can you recall a time you asked yourself these questions: How do I 
know I am choosing the right road that the Lord wants me to take?  
What if I make a wrong turn? Can I choose to detour back if I want? 
What do you do with these thoughts? I imagine these are some of the 
questions that went through Joseph's mind while Mary was pregnant.  
 
Joseph had lived his life as a righteous man, but he still planned to 
divorce Mary quietly, while she was still pregnant. I’m so thankful that 
an angel came to Joseph while he was sleeping. Not only did this 
confirm to Joseph what Mary herself said, but what wonderful hope it 
must have given Joseph when the angel replied, “She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will 
save His people from their sins.” The prophecy had come true that 
Jesus would be conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph listened to the 
angel and took Mary home as his wife. He could have chosen to listen 
to his own inner feelings, but he chose to have hope in what the angel 
shared with him. 
 
Where do you find your hope? Are you depending on yourself for it? 
Maybe you are looking for it through others. The answer is in the 
Lord. Each one of us was given the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
unrelenting desire to hear Him. When we slow down and make time 
to listen to Him, we will find that hope is always with us. 
 

Lord, thank You for always allowing us to have hope through You. 
Remind us to always lean on You for guidance. Amen.  
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And the Time Came... 

It is my guess that all of us have a very busy day ahead. We face full 
schedules with things like last-minute shopping, gifts to wrap, meals 
to fix, a Candlelight Service to attend, and more.  
 
Mary and Joseph had urgent deadlines that first Christmas. It was 
Christmas Eve, and they had  travels to complete (by donkey, no less), 
a census to participate in, and a baby due any minute. They had to 
secure a place to stay in an area that was crawling with out-of-
towners; there was no vacancy anywhere but in a manger. Somehow, 
today still seems to hold much of the rushing and stress of every 
Christmas Eve since that day. But the wonder of that first Christmas 
still captivates us! 
 
The lives of Mary and Joseph would be changed forever by the arrival 
of that first child. And so would ours! In all the hubbub of Christmas 
Eve, let us not forget the most important person of all - Jesus! Maybe 
you will want to read today’s passage to your family or friends before 
your meal or before your house goes quiet for the night. Remember 
Him! Receive Him! Celebrate Him! Make room for Him! 
  

 

Lord, as I go through this day, let me remember You. As I move 
through each event and check things from my list, help my thoughts 
to never be far from You. When I lay down my head tonight, let me 
rest in Your peace, knowing the Savior has been born! Amen. 
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Peace on Earth 

I want you to take a moment and think about the best news you have 
ever received. Maybe it was something health-related, a promotion, 
or something exciting happening in the life of a person you care 
about. Maybe it was something completely different! What did you do 
with that good news? Did you keep it to yourself, or did you share it 
with others so they could join you in celebrating? 
 
In Luke chapter 2, we encounter some shepherds who received good 
news of their own. This good news came from the mouths of angels 
who claimed that the Savior of the world was being born. I think it is 
fair to say this is the best news that the shepherds, people who were 
anxiously awaiting the Messiah, had ever received! I can imagine 
hearing this kind of news and wondering if it was actually real, but it is 
clear that this was not the shepherds’ first response. They did not hear 
the news and simply wait around pondering it. Instead, they quickly 
traveled to where this Savior was to be born and shared the good 
news along the way with all who would listen. The news of Jesus’ birth 
was a big deal when it was happening, and it is still a big deal for us 
today. It is the kind of news we should aim to share with anyone who 
will listen. It's the kind of news that promises hope for the future and 
peace for us to find in the arms of a Savior.  
 

God, we thank You for the good news of Jesus’ birth and what it 
means for those who believe. Amen. 
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The Already Not Yet 

I am convinced that one of the reasons Jesus came as a baby is 
because the greatest blessings are realized over time.  
 
As a child, some of my favorite presents at Christmas were Lego sets - 
they didn’t come fully assembled. When I was in middle school, our 
family welcomed a puppy home for Christmas. Talk about a gift that 
keeps on giving! With a puppy comes training, messes, and waking up 
in the night to let him out. But the gifting of toys and treats and time 
allowed our appreciation of that gift to grow over time. That puppy 
became family.  
 
A newborn child - Messiah or not - is a great gift. But the real treasure 
is in the opportunity to watch them grow, learn to walk, learn to love, 
and to see them (and be a part of them) reaching their potential over 
time. Jesus could have come to earth fully grown, ready to begin His 
ministry. But He didn’t. To us, a child was born, a son was given.  
 
At that first Christmas, this prophecy was fulfilled, but it wasn’t fully 
realized yet. It still is not. God’s promises, His blessings - like a child - 
often grow over time.  
 
If you are longing for the world to be made right, remember the future 
promises of this passage. Jesus will be called Wonderful Counselor. 
There will be no end to His peace. He will reign (Vs. 6,7).  
 

Lord Jesus, help me to remember that Your kingdom is expanding 
every day, near and far and in ways big and small. It has been ever 
since that miraculous day when Your great light entered a dark world. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.  
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That First Glimpse of Hope 

I can remember my college orientation. I was finally moving to college 
where I could pursue my life's passion. Orientation was so exciting 
because, in between all of the fun things happening, I was able to get 
a small glimpse of what my next four years of life would look like as I 
would work toward a degree in ministry. It is always exciting to see 
the amazing possibilities that the future can bring.  
 
I can’t help but imagine that this is how the wise men felt when they 
laid their eyes on Jesus for the first time. At this point, the world had 
been desperately waiting for the son of God to come. People knew 
they were in terrible need of a savior. Just that first glimpse alone 
must have given the wise men so much hope. Something big was 
going to happen through this life! Little did they know that the hope 
that came from this little boy would bring new life to people for 
generations on end.  
 
Are you in need of hope today? Have you found yourself walking 
through this life, lacking purpose? Maybe God is calling you to 
Himself today just as the wise men were called to Jesus through the 
star. And the best part is? That glimpse of hope that they saw 
thousands of years ago is still offered to all of us today! Our God is 
alive and resides in all who call upon His name. He offers us hope for 
a better tomorrow. I encourage you to lean into that hope today so 
that you too can get a glimpse of what your future can be like with 
Christ.        
 

Lord, give me hope today so that I may look forward to a better 
tomorrow. Amen. 
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Old Enough to Know 

 

I confess that I have resisted old age. It hasn’t done me any good. I 
have aged not because it was part of my strategy of life; it just 
happened. 
 
I am now 74 years old. It hit me the other day that my father died at the 
age of 37. I have now lived twice as long as he did. I don’t consider 
that a curse, but a blessing. When my dad died, they said it was tragic, 
that he was far too young to die. Now that I am 74, I think that is too 
young to die as well. 
 
One of the good things about getting older is you live long enough to 
see some of your dreams come true. Simeon and Anna had apparently 
lived in faithful service to God. In a reversal of expectation, we 
discover Anna, the woman, was eighty-four years old. Luke kept 
Simeon’s age a secret. Here they were - senior citizens faithfully 
serving God. I doubt they were front-liners or head-liners, but they 
were obviously remarkable people. Some of God’s best people are 
old people! 
 
Simeon lived long enough to see a personal promise from God come 
true … his old, trembling, wrinkled hands held the Christ child. He 
spoke words over the life of the newborn Jesus and into the lives of 
Mary and Joseph that only an aged saint ever could. Anna understood 
the significance of this child and this moment. Age gave Anna 
perspective. She had spent so much time marinating in the presence 
of God that she recognized God when He showed up. 
 
I like old people because their patience has paid off. They see God 
when I have been too preoccupied to even notice Him. 
 

God, open my eyes that I may see. Amen.             36 



 

 

Jesus is Lord 

 

Humility. It’s an underrated virtue, but Jesus demonstrated it 
throughout the Bible. Humility. It is not meekness, feelings of personal 
inadequacy, or a weakness. Humility. It’s one of the most incredible 
characteristics we can possess. What is the definition of being 
humble? To me, it means showing others grace and love, mercy and 
forgiveness, even when you may feel otherwise.  
 
Jesus is the ultimate example of humility. He became one of us, 
taking on human likeness. By becoming flesh, He had the opportunity 
to experience everything we do. Jesus could have asked the Father 
for a brief and simple interval on earth. He could have chosen to 
eventually opt out of living as a servant among humanity. But He 
didn’t. He chose to continue His walk in the world so that we could 
learn from Him. Jesus had the power to change things, but He chose 
to be faithful to the plan of God. He personified humility until He 
ultimately died on the cross. What a wonderful, selfless thing He did 
just for us! He showed us, through His walk, how to humble ourselves 
and live victoriously! 
 
Who can you demonstrate humility and love to today? Allow God to 
lead you where He wants you to go. Intentionally reach out to others 
as you are reminded of Jesus’s death on the cross for us. 
 

 

Lord, give us the opportunity to demonstrate the same humility that 
You did for us. Teach us to humble ourselves as we go forward in 
daily interactions with one another. Amen. 

Since Before Time 

An easy tip for Bible reading: repetition is important. In these six 
verses from the apostle Paul, there’s quite a bit of repetition.  
 
What was created in and for and through Jesus? All Things. 
What does He hold together? All Things. 
What does He have supremacy over? Everything. 
What is He reconciling, or making right? All things. 
 
It’s easy to relegate our Savior to a season, like Christmas or Easter. 
Or to a day, like Sunday. Or to a building, like the church. But, as 
these verses remind us, Jesus is everywhere, in everything. He is in 
charge of everything. Everything is important to Him. He cares about 
it all. And Jesus has something to offer every aspect of our lives: 
careers, relationships, finances, health, and more. Theologian 
Abraham Kuyper says, “There is not a square inch in the whole 
domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign 
over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” 
 
As we enter into a new year, seek Jesus as part of your every day. Ask 
Him into all aspects of your life. Read a book, listen to a podcast, 
Google some information about how a relationship with Him can 
transform your life in practical ways. Make Jesus a part of your New 
Year’s resolutions.  
 

Lord Jesus, help me to trust You with all areas of my life. Those things 
I have kept from You, I turn over to You. I give You my hopes, my 
dreams, my successes, and my failures. Give me eyes to see and ears 
to hear the greatness of Your gospel! Thank You for caring about 
everything. Amen. 
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Our Certain Hope 

When I was 13 years old, a huge box sat under the Christmas tree, 
wrapped in beautiful paper. I just knew it had to be for me! When it 
was my turn to open the present, I pushed the box to an open space 
on the floor and began unwrapping it, only to find a slightly smaller 
wrapped box inside. I unwrapped the smaller box and found another, 
and another, and still another. It felt like torture! While everyone 
watching laughed, I opened the final box. The gift was not what I 
expected when I originally saw the huge box, but it was better than I 
could have ever hoped for - a special keepsake from my favorite 
grandmother! Those who choose the gift of Jesus unwrap a gift better 
than they could ever think or imagine. His is a gift of eternal life, 
unending hope, and deep love. 
 
In our verses today, we read that Jesus is victorious over all of the 
tricks and schemes of the evil one. He opens the Book of Life. Any who 
have unwrapped the gift of salvation - by believing in the birth of Jesus 
that we celebrate at Christmas and His Resurrection remembered at 
Easter - will have eternal life in Heaven and victory of death. 
 
We unwrap hope, knowing that Jesus conquers Satan and throws him 
into the depths of Hell. We can cling to this hope no matter what today 
or tomorrow may bring. Furthermore, we can experience the depth of 
God’s love through the unending grace and forgiveness that He 
lovingly pours out. Blessed and holy are those who share in His gift 
and resurrection (Vs. 20)! 

Father, thank You for the gift of eternal life that is only found in You. 
May You reveal Your hope and pour out Your love to me daily, so that 
I may be encouraged to share the gift of Jesus with others. Amen. 

The Heir of All Things 

The writer of Hebrews was living in a time very similar to our own. 
There was great fear in the air due to the rumors of another mass 
persecution. Some of the writer’s friends were afraid to leave their 
homes, have contact with others, and even worship together. He 
wrote this letter to encourage the church in their time of fear. He 
acknowledges the fact that God, who once spoke to the people 
through prophets, now spoke to them through His very own Son. God 
does not want to be distant from us; He did not create us and leave 
us. Instead He spoke to us whenever possible and then sent an equal 
part of the Trinity to continue the conversation! God knows how much 
communication and connection mean to us, which is why He speaks 
to us so vividly throughout the Bible.  
 
The writer reminds us that the Son has the power to purify and protect 
us. He does not say that we will not face persecution, but He does say 
our comfort comes from Christ. The two types of people who will read 
this passage are believers and nonbelievers. Nonbelievers may read it 
as a new way to view God, as a loving and peaceful redeemer. 
Believers can use this as a way to handle the stress of this world, 
relying on Christ for peace and being reminded of how much we 
mean to Him.  
 

Dear God, we pray that, during this uncertain time, we remember You 
are our source of peace and comfort. Amen. 
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