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Cadillac Mountain in Acadia National Park, Maine, is the first place the 
sun rises in the continental United States. Hundreds flock to the 
mountain every morning to catch the first glimpse of light that 
indicates a new day full of possibilities. Before the sun begins to rise, 
you are standing on a cold, dark mountain, surrounded by hundreds 
of strangers all there for the same reason. A sense of excitement 
pervades the crowd as they wait for the coming light. They are all 
willing to wait in the dark because they know the light is coming. 
 
Despite the rejection of God by Israel in chapter 8, our God does not 
abandon His people. Instead, He provides a beacon of hope through 
Isaiah’s prophecy in this passage. The regions mentioned in verse one 
were all living in the darkness of an enemy take-over. Despair filled 
the people as they were faced with the enemy’s victory. But, these 
same lands would be the first to see the coming light that God was 
sending. God’s words through Isaiah are saying, “Don’t give up hope. 
I’m not finished yet.” Endless darkness caused by the enemy would 
not prevail. God is providing the hope His people needed.  
 
You are not alone in your waiting. Sit in anticipation for the brightest 
light. 
 

Heavenly Father, may we find joy in the anticipation as we look for 
Your coming light. Amen. 

            2 

It is that time of year again! By now you have finished your turkey, 
eaten your pie, and maybe watched some football, which means it is 
officially the season of Advent. For some of you, it has been 
Christmastime since November 1. Others of you may not be in the 
“Christmas mood” until New Years has come and gone. Regardless of 
where you may find yourself on the spectrum, we hope to help you 
celebrate and wonder at the Incarnation in this Advent Devotional.  
 
Advent is a Latin word that literally means “the coming.” Every year, 
the four weeks leading up to Christmas are set aside in the Church to 
remember the first coming of Jesus more than 2,000 years ago, and 
to look forward to His second coming. In the pages of this devotional, 
you will find passages of Scripture that inspire the writings for each 
day from November 29 through January 1. All of these verses help 
paint the full portrait of God’s miraculous arrival to be with us. Each 
day includes a short narrative, applicatory thoughts, and a prayerful 
challenge to help remind us of how relevant that first Christmas still is 
to our lives today. 
 
As the BWC staff, this is our gift to you. We pray that this Advent 
Devotional challenges you, pushes you to worship, and helps you to 
remember the day our Savior came. Merry Christmas!  



 

 

 

During the Christmas season, we are invited to take part in many 
traditions. Whether that is storming the mall as it opens early on a 
Saturday to get the perfect gift, heading out to parties that we are 
excited to go to – and those that we “get” to attend – or dealing with 
the awkward gift of fruitcake, one thing is clear: Christmastime is a fast
-paced tradition-machine that can leave anyone exhausted. Much like 
the rest of life, Christmastime can feel like an uphill battle, both ways, 
and it’s cold and snowy. We face struggles all year, but around this 
special season we can feel extra weight. It can break our spirits and 
leave us wishing there was some sort of hope, or at least looking for 
some form of lasting encouragement to carry us through the next 
season.  
 
Fortunately, we have a hope that is available to us. In the book of 
Isaiah, the prophet receives a vision that points to the coming of 
Christ. In short he says this, “The struggles of this world will be 
worthwhile, because our King is coming.” The darkness that threatens 
to overwhelm each of us will be drowned out by the Light of the King. 
It is beautiful to consider the idea of peace coming in the midst of 
utter chaos. And this is exactly what Christ delivered. He entered into 
the world and brought peace to all people; yes, even to you and me. 
Take heart and know that the struggles we face are temporary, but 
the Peace of Christ is with us always.  
 

Lord, help us to dwell in Your peace this Christmas. Amen. 
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Opinion: We are in a vacuum of true leadership. In our politics, our 
culture, our economy, and sadly, our churches, we often lack strong 
leaders. Vacuums, voids, and empty spaces, though, are quickly filled 
- if not by the good and true, then often and easily by the false and 
harmful. Turn on the news, open your social media feed, or read a 
print publication. Who are we following? Who are we lifting up as a 
society? How often do we see true and godly leadership?  
 
Passages like those written by Isaiah remind us that, in some ways, our 
world and our longings are not that far removed from those to whom 
the prophet was writing. These people who were powerless and 
persecuted. To them, he promised someone worth following was 
coming: one who had both might and understanding, who was wise, 
but also feared God, who was powerful, but cared for the poor and 
marginalized.  
 
The answer for those people – the ancient Israelites living in exile – is 
the same for us. Our longings point to our need for a true leader, who 
came once and is coming again. Jesus. He – and no one else – is the 
good news for the poor, freedom for the captive, the healer for the 
broken. Jesus is the one to whom total devotion is deserved.  
 

God, our hearts long for someone worth following. While we pray for 
our leaders and seek to follow those with the best qualifications, help 
us to remember that the only true and perfect One, the One to whom 
we should pledge our full allegiance, is Your Son, our Lord, King 
Jesus. Amen. 

            6 

A staple of the Christmas season is cutting down a tree to take home 
and decorate. If you take the time to look around the tree farm, you 
would see that it is dotted with stumps of trees already in a home. 
Even after a tree is cut down, its stump can tell the story of its life. The 
rings indicate the years it grew and provided shade. Rings of healthier 
years are wider than the unhealthy ones. Tree stumps can become the 
homes of bugs, chipmunks, and birds. Sometimes, another kind of life 
can issue from an old stump. New branches, new shoots, and even a 
new tree can grow from it. New life comes from the old. 
 
A long line of kings descended from the family line of David, the son 
of Jesse. These kings ruled over God’s people. The branches of 
Jesse’s family tree stretched towards the sky and the rings multiplied. 
Eventually, the royalty in the line of Jesse would come to an end. The 
tree was cut down. However, this did not mean the end of Jesse’s 
descendants’ impact. From the stump of Jesse’s family tree comes the 
glory of the Savior. The impact of what we do today can be seen for 
years to come, too. Act today like God is going to use you as a 
catalyst in the future. Allow Him to bring about newness from your 
life.  
 

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your ability to create new out of the 
old. Help me to live like my life has the ability to bring change to the 
future. Amen. 

            5 



 

 

It seems like some things just do not go together! Some examples 
might include: dieting and Christmas parties… peace and tranquility 
and the shopping crowd awaiting the opening of Best Buy in the pre-
dawn hours of Black Friday… a white elephant gift exchange and a 
gift of great worth and value… or a less than perfect ending to a 
Hallmark Christmas movie! 
 
Today’s passage reminds us that there is a remarkable day coming, 
someday in the future, when the Messiah will come to fully establish 
His kingdom on earth! It will be a total fulfillment of the words of 
Jesus when He was teaching the disciples to pray: “Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven!” On that glorious 
day, we are told the wolf and the lamb will live together, the leopard 
will lie down with the baby goat, the calf will be safe with the lion, and 
the baby will play safely near the hole of the cobra! What an 
incredible day that will be! This passage culminates in verse 9 where it 
reads, “Nothing will hurt or destroy… for as the waters fill the sea, so 
the earth will be filled with people who know the Lord.” The Peace of 
God came that first Christmas, and it will come again! 
 

Lord, teach us to seek Your Kingdom on earth as we hope for Your 
peace to be fully realized even now. Amen.  
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This one verse sets the stage for what is to come out of the small town 
of Bethlehem. People thought so little of this village that it wasn’t even 
mentioned in the list of conquered cities in the book of Joshua. No 
one was threatened by it or ever thought the Messiah would come 
from a place such as this; and that is exactly why He did. Jesus came 
from heaven to earth, to be born of Mary, from the lineage of King 
David, fully human and fully God, to redeem the world. Yet he started 
in the humblest of places.  
 
The religious leaders of that day were expecting a conquering 
Messiah, not a baby wrapped in cloth. Jesus came to earth 
vulnerable, gentle, and with nothing but love. That is quite different 
than what people expected, and that is why some denied He could 
be the one they were waiting for. Jesus has done and will continue to 
do miraculous things in each and every one of us. People can argue 
theology, but they cannot argue against someone's testimony. No 
one can deny the work Jesus has done in your life, so use that as a 
tool to evangelize to those God has placed around you! Don’t let fear 
stop you. God will open doors for you to share. Since your testimony 
has the power of Jesus in it, then it must have the power to change 
lives.  
 

Dear Heavenly Father, we pray that You would give us the courage to 
share our testimony of what Christ has done with those around us. Let 
us boldly proclaim that You are the one true Messiah that truly 
changes us. Amen.  
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It seems like it is impossible to purchase any piece of technology 
without also being offered a protection plan. Buying the warranty 
protects you and your new toy from the disasters of everyday life. 
People all over the world desire that same protection for themselves. 
Some live in situations where their lives may end suddenly and 
without warning. This fear causes people to flee and find new 
homelands as they seek a safer life. They desire a protection plan that 
keeps them from sudden disaster.  
 
After the birth of Jesus, a paranoid Herod would order the execution 
of infants in Bethlehem. Jesus’ family would have to flee to another 
nation to escape the sudden wrath of their ruling King. Though 
running across borders may not have been easy, the Father in Heaven 
already knew that this would happen. He had a protection plan in 
place for the coming Savior. From Egypt, a land that had once 
oppressed the nation of Israel, the Savior would come. Our Christ 
would be protected in a foreign nation until it was time for His return 
to Israel.  
 
This Christmas season, we may have the opportunity to purchase a 
protection plan on the various gifts we buy. Such a simple offer can 
remind us of our Savior and his need for safety, and this should cause 
us to pray for those who find themselves in need of safety this 
Christmas.  
 

Lord, we thank You for the safety of our Savior and ask for the safety 
of others this Christmas. Amen.  

            10 



 

 

Ever since the 1600s when Martin Luther tied some candles to an 
evergreen, the words “Christmas” and “tree” came together into a 
household term. Families everywhere go out during the Christmas 
season to find a tree, cut it down, and carry it into their house. This 
simple evergreen is decorated with homemade and store bought 
ornaments that never seem to match. Every year, that tree is still “the 
best ever” to those who decorate it, even if it looks rather messy. The 
star or angel on top brings some grace to that tree’s beautiful mess.  
 
Jesus’ family tree was similar, decorated by the Gospel writer 
Matthew. He arranged the family line to appear very orderly with 
three sets of 14 generations. Though it was set up to look pleasing, 
the actual lives of these people were often just plain ugly. Matthew 
went so far as to include four women who had questionable histories! 
That was unheard of and, frankly, unspeakable to the upright Jews of 
his day. Yet God the Father allowed Matthew to decorate that tree, 
calling it “…the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). This ugly family tree was made beautiful 
by the Savior at the top of it. Imagine Jesus causing the Father to say, 
“That is beautiful; the best ever!” That tree tells the messy story of 
Jesus’ family, resulting in the greatest beauty the world has ever 
known.  
 
Even when our own families appear messy and downright ugly, we 
may not realize the beauty that God is bringing together beyond our 
own sight.  
 

Shine, Jesus, shine over our messy family trees. Amen. 

            11 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were a couple who did things right. We 
aren’t told too much about them when they enter the scene, but we 
do know that they were old, had no children, and were “righteous in 
the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees 
blamelessly” (Luke 1:6 NIV). At that time, people would have thought 
this inability to conceive was tied to some displeasure God had 
towards this righteous couple. The angel Gabriel, however, 
approaches Zechariah and tells him that Elizabeth is going to give 
birth to a son: a son who is going to prepare the way for the Lord. But 
instead of trusting in God and realizing his prayers had been 
answered, Zechariah doubts. 
 
Zechariah was a man who knew what God was capable of. He would 
have been familiar with multiple supernatural births, including the 
births of Isaac and Samson. Yet, for some reason, when Zechariah 
became the subject of God’s miraculous power, he found himself in a 
place of disbelief. I think many of us can relate to this position. We 
know what God has done for others because we have heard their 
testimonies or seen it firsthand. We truly believe He can do things for 
others, but for some reason, when it comes to what God is capable of 
doing in our lives, we sell Him short. We lack faith. Whether the 
struggle you find yourself in is big or small, unending or more recent, 
know our God is faithful.  
 

Lord, let us not be people who doubt Your capabilities, but instead 
lean into all You want for our lives. Amen. 
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As Christmas gets closer, kids and adults alike begin to dream about 
what the holiday is going to be like. The desire for December 25 
grows as the days drag on. Everyone looks forward to a part of 
Christmas. Maybe it’s the gifts, the special meal, the family time, or 
simply the day off of work. We sit in wonder of what Christmas Day 
will be like once it finally arrives, and hope it will be everything we 
dreamed. 
 
Zechariah and Elizabeth had been praying for a child for years. As a 
priest and his wife, they lived devoted to God’s teaching and laws. 
Today’s science is able to tell someone if they are unable to conceive. 
Back in the time of Jesus, it was believed that not being able to have 
kids was a sign of sin against God and that He was punishing them. 
The couple’s faith was coming into question because they never had a 
child. Their joy was so great when Elizabeth became pregnant, 
partially because it affirmed their righteousness. God knew the son 
He gave them would bless more than just the parents. He would pave 
the way for Jesus. He would be the one to baptize the Son of God. 
 
Do you ever sit in wonder at what God has planned for you? We can 
imagine everything we want God to do for us, but once His plan 
comes into play, it’s far greater than our wildest dreams. 
 

Heavenly Father, You know the deepest desires of my heart. I pray 
that You would use Your gifts to bless those beyond me. Amen.  

            13 

Mary was like anyone one of us, a regular person. Without much life 
experience, she may have wondered what she could possibly have to 
offer in this circumstance. Why would God choose her? Yet the angel 
Gabriel appears to Mary, telling her that she is highly favored and that 
the Lord is with her. Looking ahead, we see that she was troubled. 
Who wouldn’t be? There were so many reasons for her to be 
confused. So many questions. God was laying out a plan before her. 
He was looking for a simple “yes,” but she wasn’t really sure what she 
was saying yes to yet. Mary sought clarification in order to comply 
with God’s message.  
 
This reminds me of times in life when I have felt so small for the 
monumental job that was before me. Overwhelmed with not knowing 
what lay ahead or how I should even start to work through the 
situation, I have to be reminded that God created me in His image. He 
knows where my life, and yours, is headed. We are more than just a 
someone; we are a child of God! God knows what He can trust us 
with, and He believes in YOU! Sometimes you may just need to clarify 
what He is asking of you.  
 

Lord, thank you for making me in Your image. You have designed me 
for the tasks ahead. Thank you, Lord, that I am more than a simple 
person, but rather Your special creation. Amen.  

            14 



 

 

Have you ever thought that you weren’t made for much or that you 
were not worthy of something? I know I have. I have consistently 
doubted myself and what God could do through me. Joseph 
probably felt this way too when he found out that the woman he was 
marrying was pregnant with a son that wasn’t his - and that son would 
be the Savior of the world! Joseph was just a carpenter. How could he 
raise this child?  
 
I believe Joseph had a defining quality about him that made him 
more than worthy to bear this responsibility. Joseph had integrity. He 
could have left Mary, but he decided to stay. Eventually he grew to 
love this little boy and became an excellent father! Even in the trials of 
life, he chose to trust God, knowing that, though he was merely a 
man, he had been called for a reason. What things have come up in 
your life that make you feel as though you are not big enough to 
handle them? Are you going to run from those things or be like 
Joseph and display integrity? Will you trust that God will carry you 
through the trials of this life? 
 

God, even though I don’t always know what the future brings help me 
to be a person of integrity that trusts in You completely. When times 
get rough I can always know that You are there to keep me on the 
right path. Thank You for never giving up on me, and help me to 
never give up on You! Amen. 

            15 

I think it’s safe to say that parents agree with the song, “A Baby 
Changes Everything” by Faith Hill. No matter what age you are, what 
stage of life you’re in, how much money you have, or where you live, 
the addition of a new life to your family is awesome and scary at the 
same time. When my wife and I were pregnant with our firstborn, the 
number one question we were asked was, “Are you ready?” A few 
years later and my answer is still the same: “NO!” You can do 
everything possible to try and be ready, but I don’t think you can ever 
be fully prepared for what is coming. 
 
The same goes for Mary and Joseph. Some things to think about: they 
were probably between 12-19 years of age, they were betrothed to 
be married, they probably didn’t have a place to live after marriage, 
they weren’t from rich families, and they most likely were not planning 
on becoming pregnant outside of marriage. So when the angel came 
and shared this news with them, you can see why they were anxious 
and scared. Despite their uncertainty, they chose to continue to follow 
God and allowed Him to use them to bring Jesus into this world… 
and that changed everything! 
 

Father, as times are uncertain and I receive unsettling news, allow me 
to cling to You and trust that Your plans are higher than mine, even 
when I feel like I might not be ready. Amen.  
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Has there ever been a job that only you could do? Or maybe you felt 
like you were the only one who could do it? Maybe that is a certain 
job around the house that you like done in a certain way, or a task at 
work that your boss gave directly to you. The old saying puts it this 
way, “If you want something done right, do it yourself.” Once we get 
into a hard task, however, we often realize that help would have been 
a blessing. Not all work was meant to be done alone. That gargantuan 
task might not be meant for one person at all! When God calls us, it is 
never meant to be all on our own. We are called to do that job with 
God.  
 
Mary was called to a task that was beyond insurmountable – at least 
by human effort. She was to give birth to the Savior. In this case, she 
knew what would happen but did not know how it would happen. 
When she asked the angel, “How will this be?” she was not consumed 
by doubt. It was a moment of seeking clarification. The angel 
reminded her of what she already knew – God’s word never fails. If He 
calls, He equips. Mary was quick to recognize and say “yes” to the call 
because she knew the Holy Spirit would strengthen her in moments of 
uncertainty. 
 
Is God calling you to do something far outside your comfort zone? 
When you seek to be in the center of His plan, His presence and 
provision abides therein. Answer the call. Say yes! Witness the power 
of His faithfulness. Experience the joy of obedience. 
 

Heavenly Father, help me to hear You and say “yes” in faith to the 
calling You have placed on my life. Thank You that Your presence is 
with me wherever I go and that Your word never fails. Amen.  

            18 

Imagine these two extremes in regard to managing a relationship 
issue. One, your spouse humiliates you in a public setting by airing 
your most private issues. Two, your spouse goes about life quietly as 
if nothing ever happened in order to avoid what others may think. In 
our passage today, Joseph, being perplexed, leaned toward option 
two. With all good intentions, he wanted to put aside the pressing 
situation of Mary’s pregnancy in order to avoid humiliation. Now 
imagine how the outcome would have changed had he not been 
open to God’s wisdom and instruction. 
 
In which of the two extremes do you find yourself when a relationship 
is on the rocks? Do you shut down when you are bewildered? Or 
worse yet, do you immediately run to social media? There is a third 
option: address the situation in light of the Lord’s instruction - dig 
deep, search the Word, pray, talk to those with Godly wisdom. 
Instead of going to extremes, go to God, go to trusted friends, and go 
to the person with whom you are struggling. You never know what 
blessing is waiting on the other side of the rocks. 
 

Lord, when my life is headed for the rocks, please draw me closer to 
You. I choose to trust You and to move forward in Your wisdom. 
Amen. 

            17 



 

 

There are moments in history when everything seems to stand still. A 
major event takes place, and humanity cannot help but take notice: 
the assassination of JFK, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the election of 
Nelson Mandela. In an instant we become cognizant that the world is 
larger than us, that an ongoing story is occurring around us.  
 
Joseph had one of these moments in our passage today. Though the 
entire world did not experience the visit of the angel, Joseph had a 
realization that he was part of something bigger than himself. 
Assuming this angel was Gabriel, it was not his first time delivering 
news that God was moving and doing something powerful. For 
Joseph, it may have been the first time he became aware of the story 
unfolding around him. Up until the angelic visit, Joseph was just a 
carpenter, engaged to Mary, who had turned out to be pregnant. 
Despite the disappointment he surely felt, Joseph was trying to live in 
a way that resembled normalcy. When the angel speaks, however, 
Joseph begins to understand that the surprising events are actually 
carefully orchestrated by the Lord.  
 
Do we realize when God is moving in our time? Do we take note of 
God’s power displayed in our lives? We are taking part in a larger 
story than we may realize. Joseph, though ordinary, was used in 
extraordinary ways. God can do the same in us today.  
 

Lord, remind us that You are doing incredible things in our day and 
that we get to be a part of it. Fill us with courage as we seek to do 
Your will. Amen. 

With God, the impossible becomes possible. In this particular part of 
Mary’s story, she has just been told by an angel of the Lord that she 
will be used by God to bring His Son into the world. She first asks, 
“How can this be since I am a virgin?” Once the angel explains the 
power of the Holy Spirit that will work in her life, Mary simply says, “I 
am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” That’s it. 
Then the angel leaves her. She has just been told that she is being 
called by God to do something that seems humanly impossible, and 
she approaches it with utter humility and submission to the Lord. She 
calls herself the Lord’s servant and embraces His will for her life and 
the power of the Holy Spirit in her. 
 
I’m sure we have all experienced times in our lives where it seems like 
God is calling us to the impossible. I know I have. But what if we had 
the same attitude as Mary? What if we approached each of these 
situations with humility and submission, believing the power of the 
Spirit at work in us? I believe that God would come through for us, 
just like He did with Mary. Friends, let’s take a look at our lives right 
now. What are some areas in which we simply need to say, “I am the 
Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” Imagine all God 
could do in our lives if we were humble and willing. 
 

God, today I ask that You would empower us by Your Spirit to humbly 
say “yes” to You and all You want to do through us. Amen.  

            19             20 



 

 

Like many of us, Mary turned to family when times were difficult. She 
knew that Elizabeth, her cousin, was also going to have a baby soon 
(in about three months), and was hoping they could share in each 
other’s joy. As Mary entered the home of Elizabeth, even the baby 
that she was carrying leapt for joy. This beautiful moment was shared 
not only by Mary and Elizabeth, but also by John (the Baptist) and 
Jesus. While there was an understanding of what a blessed birth this 
was going to be and they sensed the Holy Spirit within, they had no 
idea of all that was to come. They would need to be there for each 
other in the coming months and even beyond that. 
 
When I look back over my life and consider the many times I have 
needed the support of my family, I feel truly blessed. Our story has 
not always been pretty (no one’s is), but it is our story, the story God 
has given us. The support of a family helps us learn how to love well. It 
helps us grow and mature. A family rooted in Christ brings about the 
most beautiful growth and a love that endures regardless of the 
messiness. So as you go about the rest of this busy season, remember 
to take some time with those you hold close.  
 

Lord, as we rush through this time of year with all the many good 
things on the schedule, help us to keep our focus on You and to 
spend time making special memories with our those we love. Amen. 

            21 

Have you ever had a moment when a problem seems very big and 
you seem very small? I know of a friend whose family went through an 
incredible tragedy. 30 members of their family gathered in a hospital 
room together crying out to God for his intervention in their situation. 
The room was full of prayer, begging for God to work. Then one 
person began to sing, “How great is our God! Sing with me how 
great, is Our God!” A choir of those thirty voices rang out in worship 
and wonder at the Lord’s greatness, even though they had not seen 
an answer yet. You see, it was not necessarily about the answer for 
this family, but rather, it was about how great God was and is.  
 
We read verses 46-55 and wonder how could Mary respond with such 
grace. She was faced with a huge problem: an unexplainable 
pregnancy during her engagement.  How could she have had so 
much confidence that came forth in song? Surely she had some 
supernatural gift that we ourselves could never possess. No, the 
answer is really quite simple: even though Mary was aware of the fact 
that she was not enough, she rejoiced in knowing that her God was. 
May we choose to respond to opportunities that challenge us or 
frighten us like as Mary did - with humility, wonder, trust, and rejoicing 
in our King. 
 

God, thank You for this gentle reminder that even when I’m faced with 
a task that I am insufficient to complete, You are able to complete it, 
and You will succeed. May I remember to worship You in my 
weakness because You are my strength. Amen.  

            22 



 

 

“He shall be called John.” That sentence seems so trivial, but it carries 
heavy weight. Not only are Zechariah and Elizabeth following 
instructions from the angel Gabriel, but John was a never-before used 
name in their lineage, meaning this baby would have a new identity. 
Friends and family disagreed on this decision, but once Zechariah 
supported Elizabeth, he was able to speak again! He was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to prophesy. John was to prepare the way 
for the Lord and to prophesy about Jesus Christ, and God had 
planned it! 
 
The angel kept Zechariah silent, not out of spite or anger but to teach 
obedience. The second he followed the final instruction of naming 
the child John, his voice returned! The first thing Zechariah did after 
being kept silent for nine months was to testify about the Lord. You 
may be in a waiting period where you feel like you have been kept 
silent, waiting to speak up. If that is you, please know that God has not 
abandoned you. God is not angry with you. Zechariah and Elizabeth 
were both righteous in the eyes of God. He may be preparing you to 
testify about the Lord in a way that only a person who has been 
silenced can. People who can always speak forget the value of it, so 
know how important it is to be able to speak in God’s power and 
timing. 
 

Lord, give us the patience to obey You and Your plan for our life. We 
want to follow Your will and obey Your instructions, just as Zechariah 
and Elizabeth did. Amen.  

You probably have heard something that sounds so impossible you 
had a hard time believing it. Well, I imagine Elizabeth was pretty 
surprised when she heard that she would conceive a son in her old 
age. I’m sure there were also some peers and family around her who 
also thought this sounded impossible. Yet, from the beginning, 
Elizabeth said, “The Lord has done this for me…He has shown His 
favor.” Elizabeth was confident that her child was a gift from the Lord, 
and she trusted that what He promised to her would come to pass. 
And it did. 
 
When we are sensitive to His voice, God can make His plan or 
promise known to us. In those times, is it easy to trust God’s plan and 
trust His promise? Elizabeth was confident in the Lord, and I imagine 
it was because she had seen His faithfulness in the past. She believed 
she could trust God with this big surprise, because He had been 
faithful before! In the same way, we can be confident in the Lord and 
trust His plan and process because we’ve seen how He has come 
through for us before. God’s faithfulness in the past proves His 
faithfulness in the future. 
 

Lord, today I pray that You will give me the confidence to trust You 
completely, even in the most unlikely circumstance. Renew my 
confidence in Your plans and Your promises. Amen. 
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Anticipation can be the excitement of a child waiting eagerly for 
Christmas morning.  Anticipation can be a nervous expectation, like a 
father waiting for the imminent birth of a child. It can also mean 
having a sense of responsibility and being prepared for whatever is 
next. At the time our scripture was written, every devout Jew was 
anticipating the Messiah. Imagine that overwhelming moment for 
Zechariah when he realized that his own son, John, would be part of 
the story of the coming Messiah! Our scripture is the song that 
Zechariah sang at the birth of John after a long season of waiting in 
silence. He reflects on the past but turns to the vision he has for 
John’s future as the forerunner of Jesus Christ. He speaks powerful 
words into his son’s life, words like salvation, mercy, rescue, holiness, 
righteousness, and peace.  
  
Have you ever experienced a season when you simply didn’t know 
what God would do next? How did the anticipation affect you? Was it 
a time of nervousness and fear? Or was it excitement that motivated 
you to look ahead? Zechariah’s response to the future was wrapped 
up with a prophecy: “to guide our feet into a path of peace.” Peace is 
not just a lack of trouble but the ability to walk through trouble 
knowing that we are not alone. We can have peace even when we 
don’t know what’s coming next. God’s peace is a light that shines in 
the darkness as we anticipate His plan. 
 

Lord, I ask You to be a light in my life when I don’t know what’s next. 
Thank You that I can live in peace knowing You hold my future. Amen. 
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What a scene that has been set in this text! Mary is nearly ready to 
deliver her first baby and Joseph is required to travel roughly eighty 
miles (and not in a car) to be registered in Bethlehem. Seems crazy, 
right? As if Mary and Joseph did not already have enough on their 
plate, they now needed to uproot themselves and hope that nothing 
would go wrong during those final days of pregnancy. It is important 
to remember, though, that Mary had surrendered herself to God for 
the fulfillment of His plan and divine prophecy. This was all happening 
for this prophecy to come to completion.  
 
There are so many things going on during this season of advent, it is 
easy to find ourselves getting off track. At times we will have the 
demands of others pulling at us, deadlines to keep, and commitments 
of parties and entertaining. While many of these things can be good, 
we need to remember to keep our focus on the best – Christ – and not 
get lost in the everyday of all that is going on. As we celebrate the 
love, joy, hope, and peace of Christmas, may we have the time to slow 
down and refresh, relaxing in all that He brings.  
 

Lord, may I be a light that shines for You and may I never lose sight of 
You as my Savior. Amen. 
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Have you ever flown before? If not, have you ever seen aerial footage 
of the earth? When we get a higher vantage point, our perception of 
the world transforms. Glimpsing the highway, we can see how it 
snakes off in the distance and connects with other roadways. We can 
see rivers cutting between large hills and shaping natural boundaries. 
Cities seem to have more definite ends from above than from within. 
Our whole understanding shifts when we get higher and see things 
from a different perspective. I wonder if that was what it was like for 
Gabriel.  
 
In the narrative surrounding Jesus’ birth, Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, 
and the Shepherds all have encounters with this angel. God’s 
personal messenger came to announce that something major was 
changing, that God was on the move. A cosmic shift was occurring, 
but did these people realize how all of the interconnected pieces fit 
together? Gabriel certainly did. He stood in the presence of God and 
knew the complete plan. From his place in heaven he could see how 
a visit to lowly shepherds would herald the coming King. Even while 
silencing Zechariah in the temple, Gabriel knew that this man’s son 
would cry out in the wilderness concerning the Light of the World. 
While Mary began to feel the child grow within her womb, Gabriel 
knew the Savior would die for the sins of all humanity.  
 
You might not know the complete plan, but God does, and the 
purposes of God do not fail. The big picture is still unfolding around 
us, but God has seen the end and told us that He wins.  
 

Lord, thank You for winning. Amen. 
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It’s finally here! The day we have all been waiting for – Christmas Eve! 
The hustle has been bustled, the lines have been braved, dad is 
probably wrapping the last minute gifts he picked up an hour ago, 
the food has been enjoyed, and everyone is preparing themselves for 
the excitement of the Big Day! Many of us wait all year for this day. 
There really is no time quite like it. The stillness is extra still, the cold is 
comfortable, the fire is so delightful, the lights are a little more 
brilliant than usual: it’s Christmas Eve. The time has come.  
  
In Luke 2 we can imagine a similar scene. The time has come for the 
baby to be born! Though that may not seem like a peaceful time, the 
moments afterward bring a peace unlike any other: “She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger.” The conditions were not 
perfect, but the child was. The house wasn’t in good order, but the 
family was together. The moments after the Christ child was laid down 
in His bed had to be some of the most beautiful than ever 
experienced before. The prophecy had come true – He had arrived. 
The King is present, and from this day forward, the world would never 
be the same. May we rest now knowing that our God so loved us that 
He sent His only Son to be the Savior of the world. 
 

Dear God, thank You for the Christmas miracle: that You joined us on 
earth because of Your deep love for us. We celebrate You tonight, 
and forever. Amen.  
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What a night! If you have ever visited the Holy Land you probably 
visited Bethlehem, the city of Jesus’ birth, nestled into hills and 
pasturelands, one can imagine the appearance of angels lighting up 
the entire night sky, the glory of God on display for the whole town to 
see. It would not have taken much for someone to look up and see 
the night made into day by the angels’ light. That was the night when 
God showed up, heralded by angels.  
 
Luke 2:9 says, “The glory of the Lord shone around them… and the 
shepherds were terrified.” We probably would be a little frightened, 
too, at the appearance of not one, but many, angels. That is why the 
angel first said, “Do not be afraid.” He then told them about a 
newborn baby in a manger who was Christ, the Messiah, the Lord, the 
Promised One. That was when the whole host of Heaven appeared 
and sang praises confirming the message. Pure fear, or terror, 
accompanied this encounter. The shepherds were amazed to live 
through the experience, and others were amazed to hear their 
message.  
 
When did we lose the holy fear and awe of that night? This Christmas 
may we all have our own moment in the pastures of Bethlehem that 
takes us back to that night. This was no bedtime story for children, this 
was the holy night!  
 

Lord, may we not make it through Christmas 2019 without falling on 
our knees in holy fear before You. Amen. 
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The shepherds in our story identify remarkably well with the newborn 
Jesus. The Savior of the world was born in a stable and laid in a 
manger. He had no roof over his head and no place to call home. The 
shepherds understood what this was like. Because of the specific care 
their flocks needed, shepherds usually slept under the stars with their 
livestock. While shepherds weren’t the most popular people in their 
day, we see that God Himself relates to them. Whether through the 
birth of Jesus in the stable or in playing the role of a shepherd to His 
people, the resemblance is there. And why wouldn’t it be? We all 
have been created in God’s image. 
 
The God we serve values diversity. He has come for all people, of all 
ages, of all backgrounds. Sharing our faith and who Jesus is can be a 
difficult thing, especially when it comes to sharing with people whom 
we don’t normally identify with. But let us not forget that we serve a 
God who desires to be in relationship with all His creation. We have 
been called to make disciples of all nations. So let’s be like the 
shepherds. Let’s follow God closely and without hesitancy. Let’s go 
spread the good news of Jesus to any and all who will listen. 
 

Lord, give us strength and boldness as we join in the mission of telling 
the world who You are. Amen. 

            32 

I have to admit – I am like a little kid at Christmas! There are so many 
parts of Christmas that I love: the family coming together, the house 
and the tree all decorated and aglow, those special Christmas 
cookies, the Advent messages, and the Candlelight services! I love 
the entire service, but I think my favorite moment on Christmas Eve is 
when the lights go out, and the Christ candle shines so bright in the 
darkened room. And then the “light” from the Christ candle is shared 
one person and one candle at a time, until the entire auditorium is 
ablaze with the flame that came from the One Light!  
 
In today’s passage, we are told about the arrival of John the Baptist, 
who came into the world to be the witness to the Light. He made it 
very clear that he was not the Light; he came to testify that Jesus was 
the Light that would light up the entire world. “In Him was life, and 
that life was the light of men. The true light that gives light to every 
man was coming into the world!” Yes, my friends, Jesus, the Light of 
the World has come! Merry Christmas! 
 

Dear Father, thank You for the incredible gift of Your Son, and our 
Savior – Jesus, the Light of the World! Help us to share His light with 
those we meet! Amen.  
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50 years. For some that’s a lifetime. It’s college, marriage, children, 
and grandchildren. It’s your first job, the next job, and the next job - 
all the way until retirement. It’s 12 presidential elections, countless 
technological advancements, and many updates to your favorite 
brand of car. 50 years, maybe more, they waited. 
 
In this passage we see an aged man, Simeon, and an old widow, 
Anna. Both have seen many years, no doubt filled with the joys and 
sorrows we’ve all experienced. Yet still, they were waiting in hopeful 
expectation of the Messiah. Waiting for freedom from the oppression 
they saw around them. Waiting for comfort in the excruciating sorrow 
of losing a spouse. Waiting for the One who would finally make them 
right in the eyes of God. Always waiting. They didn’t know how long 
they’d wait. They might not have known exactly what they were 
waiting for, but they did know in whom they were waiting. And 
because they knew Him, they knew He would never disappoint.  
 
Now after years of waiting, everything they had hoped for appeared – 
the promised Messiah, the Savior of the World. He had been worth 
the wait! 
 
Maybe you’re waiting for a friendship to heal your loneliness, for a 
prodigal child to return home, or for something else. Whatever you’re 
waiting for, take comfort in Anna and Simeon’s story. When we wait in 
God, we never wait in vain. He alone fulfills our greatest needs. So 
what are you waiting for today? More importantly, in whom are you 
waiting? 
 

God, thank You for teaching me to hope in You in the waiting. Help 
me to trust Your heart as I wait. Amen.  
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No one likes feeling as if their whole livelihood is at stake. Knowing 
that our jobs, our positions, and our titles are safe and secure allows 
us to sleep at night. We feel secure knowing our work is secure! 
According to a 2018 article, the top three careers with the best job 
security are: 1) real estate appraisers, 2) supervisors of correctional 
officers, and 3) water and wastewater treatment plant operators. The 
career with the worst job security…actors. 
 
When Jesus was born, Herod was the big man in charge. He heard 
about this “threat” and didn’t want to lose his position. He was afraid 
of not being in charge and losing his power. Up to this point, Herod 
had the title, “King of the Jews,” but the Magi’s announcement of this 
new “King of the Jews” threw him into fear and aggression. His job 
seemed to be on the line. Once known for great things, Herod is now 
remembered for his obscene order to try and stop the Old Testament 
prophecies from coming true. Rather than be recalled for his great 
feats, Herod is infamous for killing babies in Bethlehem, all because of 
fear.   
 
If we allow our fear and paranoia to get to us, we too can make 
decisions that could haunt us down the road. Be bold in who you are 
as a child of Christ, and don’t allow paranoia to drive you. 
 

 

Lord, help me to stand firm in who You created me to be, despite the 
circumstances surrounding me. Amen. 



 

 

Over 2,000 years ago, Magi (or, as we like to call them, Wise Men) 
offered three gifts to the newborn King. Each gift holds great 
significance. There are different opinions as to what these gifts 
represented. Gold, in particular, was a gift of high value common only 
for a king. Because of this, the gift of gold could have represented 
Jesus’ divine nature. The Wise Men showed immense respect and 
honor by offering Christ something of such high value.  
 
Christ sees each one of us as holding great value. We may not see 
ourselves this way, but He does. Offering ourselves to God is the 
greatest gift we can ever give Him. But how do we do that? We live in 
total surrender to God. We follow His Word. The Bible gives us our 
guidance and mission to reach the lost. We have the chance to team 
up with God and other believers to spread the Gospel and to keep 
each other on track by honoring Him in everything we say, think, and 
do. Jesus gave His all for us so we can offer our all to Him!  
 

God, I thank You for the ultimate gift of salvation. Give me a desire to 
offer myself to You daily, walking in complete surrender to You. 
Amen. 
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Essential oils are a widely used tool for literally everything: sleep, 
sickness, energy, and so on. Aromatherapy utilizes scents to calm a 
person, fortify immune systems, and a variety of other benefits.  One 
such oil is frankincense. Frankincense was also one of the three gifts 
presented to Jesus by the Magi, so they must have considered it to be 
important. Each of those gifts had meaning behind them, and 
frankincense was chosen for Jesus because it was a priestly gift. 
Priests were known for burning frankincense in the temple for 
worship, and this was only fitting because Jesus was the High Priest. 
Many didn’t know it yet, but Jesus had come to teach the people how 
to live the way God wanted! He would preach, teach, and show love 
like no else. He would even go to the most marginalized members of 
society and tell them about God. This is the kind of man and priest 
that Jesus would be!  
 
Jesus lived out His mission and He teaches us to do the same. 1 Peter 
says that we are a royal priesthood. Are you fulfilling this call on your 
life? Remember that heavenly love that someone once showed you. 
Go and give that same love to others! It is a massive calling, so take 
courage as you live and love the way Jesus has shown you. 
 

God, You are the Priest above all priests. Thank You for teaching me 
to love people! Amen. 
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The third gift, myrrh is the only one of the three that, perhaps, Jesus 
didn’t deserve. Gold is a gift for a King (Jesus was); frankincense, a 
gift for a priest (Jesus was). But the third gift, myrrh – that’s a little 
different. Myrrh is a sap that comes from a tree and was used to 
embalm the bodies of the dead. It’s reserved for someone who was 
going to die. 
 
Myrrh pointed to the cross. It was the gift that foreshadowed the 
sacrificial death Jesus would undergo so that humanity – from the 
shepherds on the first Christmas, to the wise men, to the disciples, to 
you and I today – could live free from death, from sin, and from the 
world’s system of earning and deserving. Jesus’ birth at that first 
Christmas threw a wrench into the cog of that system.   
 
We don’t know how much the Magi actually knew about the 
significance of the gifts they were giving. We do know, however, that 
when Matthew wrote his gospel account, of all the details he could 
have included, he told us that Jesus received the gift that He didn’t 
deserve so that we would receive Him, Jesus, the gift we didn’t 
deserve.  

Jesus, thank You for receiving not only what You earned, but what 
You didn’t. Thank You for bearing our sin, our failures, our hate, our 
anger, our iniquity, our shame, and our brokenness to the point of 
death. Even in this celebration of Christmastime, let us not forget that 
even Your birth foreshadowed Your death and sacrifice. Your life for 
ours. The greatest gift ever given. Amen.  
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Every New Year is filled with possibility. I find myself dreaming of what 
life will look like at this time the following New Year. What will 
change? What will be different? How will we have grown and 
changed as believers? Will this year be the year that things happen? 
In my wondering, I realized one thing will not change: our message. 
Every single year the Church will continue sharing the good news that 
God became man, was humbly born, and would die for us. Our 
methods may change, but the truth will remain the same.  
 
In the passage for today, Jesus sends His disciples out in authority to 
make more disciples. We often don’t read verse 17, which says that 
while some worshiped, others doubted. Jesus was speaking to the 11 
people who had witnessed every single thing that He had done. They 
had been present when He flipped tables in the temple and when he 
walked on the Sea of Galilee. They had heard the stories of His birth 
from Mary and had spent time living with Jesus. Yet some of them still 
doubted. Jesus’ ascension was the beginning of a new day, full of 
new possibilities for His people. Today is a chance for many of us to 
reset and start something new. Don’t lose sight of Jesus lying in a 
manager for you. Don’t doubt the work that God has done in you. 
This New Year, go share with certainty that Jesus has come for you 
and for others.  
 

Lord, let us go out with joy as we seek to make more disciples this 
New Year. Amen. 
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