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News in Review

Sept.1 Grace Church bid a fond 
farewell to Pastor Brad, Jenny and 
their kids during the potluck 
following Brad’s last sermon at 
Grace. 

Sept. 8 Greg Chenoweth began his 
time serving as the Interim Pastor at 
Grace Church as we search for our 
new pastor.  

The congregation 
is enjoying his  
sermons and is 
also looking  
forward to  
getting to  
know his wife,  
Sue better. 

Sunday Schools for all ages resumed 
in September. Thanks to all our 
faithful teachers for your service. 

Daylight Saving Ends  
Nov. 3rd at 2:00 AM
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Upcoming Events 

     Worship Service at 9:30 am 
     Sunday School at 11:00 am 
     (No Sunday School Dec. 29th) 

     Prayer Meeting 
        Oct. 7 at 7:00 pm 
        Nov. 4 at 7:00 pm 
        Dec. 2 at 7:00 pm 
     Food Pantry 
        Oct. 14 at 5:30 pm 
        Nov. 11 at 5:30 pm 
        Dec. 9 at 5:30 pm 
     Missions Committee 
        Oct. 8 at 6:30 pm 
        Nov. 12 at 6:30 pm 
        Dec. 10 at 6:30 pm 
     Community Meal 
        Oct. 24 at 5:00 pm 
     Quarterly Business Meeting 
        Nov. 3 at 6:00 pm 
     Thanksgiving Dinner 
        Nov. 28th  11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
     Children’s Christmas Program 
        Dec. 15 during worship service 
        Dec. 15 Potluck at 11:00 am 
         

Weekly Events 
Wednesdays 

Bobcats- 10:00 am 
Worship Team Practice-  6:30 pm 

Thursday’s 
Women’s Bible Study- 9:00 am 

Words of Grace

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

October 2  Kai Starr 
October 5  Connie Reed 
October 7  Kathie Hutcheson 
October 10  Donna Acheson 
October 13  Larry & Alice Gaumer 
October 12  Charlene & George Sankey 
October  19  Jim & Gay Lynn Berry 
October 21  Bill & Jana Krempasky 
October 26  Brendan Schlomer  

November 1  Nancy Golik 
November 2  Russ Sandquist 
November 3  Dennis Coe 
November 13  Bill Hekel  
November 15  Ryan & Allie Downing 
November 24  Heidi Blanchard 
November 24  Jim Berry 
November 28  Sophia Palmer 

December 3  Shawn Flinn 
December 9  Laraine Coe 
December 13  Ryan Downing 
December 14  Vanessa Pitschmann 
December 18  Matt Leach 
December  19 Ceara King 
December 20  Maggie Blanchard  
December 26  Jerry Cooley 
December 27  Kevin King 
December 29            Luke Gray 
December 29  Olivia King    
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It is my privilege and pleasure to be your interim pastor as you 
engage in the process of identifying your next pastor.  During this 
transition time, I look forward to getting to know as many of you as 
possible.  My primary role is to keep pointing you to the Lord, 
trusting Him, enjoying Him, and fulfilling His purpose for Grace 
Evangelical Free Church.   

I will be in the church office one day a week.  The particular day is 
likely to change during October due to my painting schedule and 
the weather.  During my office day, I would enjoy meeting and 
getting to know as many church members as possible.  If you would 
be interested in getting together with me, please email me at 
pastorgregcheno@gmail.com or give me a call at 515-943-4576. 

Sue and I moved back to Indianola in 2015 after spending 11 years 
in Geneseo, IL where I was the senior pastor at Geneseo Evangelical 
Free Church.  Both of us graduated from Martensdale St. Marys 
High School and attended Martensdale Community Church.  We 
are so glad to be closer to Sue's family which maintains the family 
farm in the St. Patrick's community north of Bevington. 

We have four children.  Brian is married to Madison and has our 
only grandchild - Theo.  Our son Daniel lives just a few miles south 
of Brian in New York City.  Joann is married to Nick and lives in 
Cedar Falls.  Our youngest son, David, also lives in Cedar Falls and 
is finishing up at the University of Northern Iowa. 

Currently, I am a self-employed painting contractor and Sue serves 
at Pleasantville Middle School as a special education aide.   

I look forward to getting to know you! 

Words from 
Interim Pastor 

Greg 
Chenoweth

mailto:pastorgregcheno@gmail.com
mailto:pastorgregcheno@gmail.com
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I came across this book in an unusual way. Becky and I were at a Fellowhip of Christian Athletes all 
sports camp at Central College in Pella. There were about 350 athletes grades 8-12 attending 
and besides their sports training and huddle groups, there is a main speaker for the evening 
sessions. This year's speaker was Chris Brauns from Stillman Valley, Illinois. 

Becky and I were eating breakfast with him one day and as we became acquainted, Chris became 
aware of our church's needing to replace our senior pastor. We had already become impressed 
with the way he taught the Scriptures to the FCA campers and staff and had been observing his 
interactions with others during the week. Chris said he had written a book on helping churches 
find their next pastor; an approach that was centered on God's Word. 

Chris "just happened" to have a copy of this book in his trunk and gave one to us. Very seldom 
do I meet the author of a book before I read it.  I immediately started reading it once we were 
through with our camp ministry duties. I have been involved in pastor seaches before and never 
felt qualified for that role. As I read this book it emphasised our need as a church to find our next 
pastor using a Word-centered emphasis. It has great ideas about how to help our committee and 
congregation to think theologically about whom the future pastor should be and practical ways 
how to evaluate a sermon. 

Don't just take my word for it. This book comes highly recommended by Christian leaders. 
Haddon Robinson from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary heartily recommends Chris Braun's 
book. Also, Dr. Albert Mohler, who is President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
says, "When a church is looking for a pastor, its first priority must be to find a preacher. Preaching 
is not all a pastor is called to do, but it is the central, nonnegotiable task of ministry. This book 
provides sound, biblically based advice and counsel that congregations and search committees 
will find invaluable, as will pastors who will come to a clearer understanding of their own calling." 

I encourage each one of you to read this book. You eventurally will be participating in this 
selection with your opinions and vote. Borrow my copy of the book or get one for yourself. You 
won't be disappointed. P.S. Please pray for our pastor search committee. 

When the Word Leads Your Pastor Search: Biblical Principles 
& Practices to Guide Your Search 

Book by Chris Brauns 
Book review by Greg Abbott 



Grace Evangelical Free Church Oct. - Dec.  2019

�5

Words of Grace
Author’s Corner

We have another talented author in our congregation to feature in this issue of the 

newsletter. Matt Leach, pastor, conference and camp speaker, author of books and leaflets 

about prayer, is an honor graduate from the Theological Seminary of the University of 

Dubuque. He has been active in the Camps Farthest Out and served as a Regional Vice 

President of CFO International. Mr. leach resides with his wife in Milo, Iowa.  

How Can I Believe What Can’t Be Believed? 

The book does not argue or insist. It presents the Bible as it is. It gives a logical basis to help the reader believe, shed prejudices, to think 
outside the box, and judge the Bible on its own merits. 

In “Back to the Future” the “gull-winged” door DeLorean DMC-12, outfitted with a flux capacitor, made time travel possible. In “The Last 
Starfighter” a DeLorean DCM-12 was turned into a Star Car that could travel between galaxies. 

Fantasy, we called it. But fantasy is fast turning into reality. Soon we will be riding in self-driving cars as we sit back to enjoy the scenery, 
read a book, or enjoy a movie. 

Perhaps even more amazing are the advancements in scientific research that are starting to show how everything written in the Bible about 
creation, the flood, crossing the Red Sea, and other Biblical accounts of ancient history are all possible. 

This book is a variety of anecdotes and stories told to illustrate an internally specified, but purposely ignored, way to examine the Bible. It 
does not rely on opinion, or theological interpretation, or what you or I think! In fact, it requires an ability we all have to make scientific inquires 
rather than rely on the beliefs and concepts of others. 

The question is: Can you disengage your mind from all preconceived ideas, teachings and beliefs to let the Bible speak for 
itself and defend itself? Is it myth? Is it true? Or is it a tall tale? Can you be honest enough to let the Bible speak for itself? 

This book is written for the curious who ask “Why and What about? … For example, how can a thistle be so pretty and so 
prickly at the same time? Or why is truth often hard to believe?  

The Biblical account of the creation of the earth and man and sin and the Fall may seem to be unbelievable — like an 
ancient myth — totally unsupported by science. Honesty requires us to ask that if Genesis 1–3 is only a myth, can any of the books of 
the Bible be believed? How can we know what is myth and what is fact? That is a troubling question, as our faith hangs on the 
answer. 

“Stop!” the Bible shouts. “You’ve got it all wrong! You must study me my way, not your way. Then you can believe. Then you will find that history, 
archeology, geology, and science support my claims.” WOW! That is quite an assertion! What is the Bible’s way? The answer will challenge many 
of your beliefs and assumptions and things you’ve been told. This book will help you discover the surprising answer. 

Overview by Matt Leach  

This book was generously donated to the church library. 
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About Grace EFC 
Glorifying God. Loving People. Teaching God's Word 

Our Mission: to glorify God through the power of the Holy Spirit by honoring Christ's name, teaching His Word, loving His people 
and expanding His Kingdom. 

Who We Are:  We are part of the Evangelical Free Church of America.  We are people from diverse backgrounds united by our love for 
God, for each other, and for the world. 

Our worship blends time-honored hymns in a modern style along with contemporary hymns and songs that honor and glorify Jesus 
Christ.  Messages at Grace feature clear, systematic teaching of the Bible with timeless truths that apply to our lives.

Sunday Morning Worship: 
9:30 AM

Sunday School for all ages
11:00 AM

108 N. Jefferson Way
Indianola, Iowa 50125
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