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Words of Grace
News in Review

2/10 The Grace congregation gives a heartfelt thanks for years
of service as Roger Kester retires and Jon Roen takes a leave of
absence from the council of elders..

3/16 The Men’s Ministry enjoyed fellowship and a delicious
breakfast at Crouse Cafe.

3/18 The Women’s Ministry held a get together at Pizza Ranch
where they enjoyed conversation with pizza and chicken.

1/30 No one minds saying good bye to winter this year.
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Upcoming Events
First Prayer
April 1 at 7:00 pm
May 6 at 7:00 pm
June 3 at 7:00 pm
Food Pantry
April 8 at 5:30 pm
May 13 at 5:30 pm
June 10 at 5:30 pm
Missions Committee
April 10 at 6:30 pm
May 14 at 6:30 pm
June 11 at 6:30 pm
Women’s Scrapbook/Craft Night
April 12 at 6:00 pm
May 10 at 6:00 pm
June 14 at 6:00 pm
Vacation Bible School
June 24-28 at 6:00-8:00 pm
Annual Congregational Mtg.
May 6th at 6:00 pm
Outdoor Worship at Annett Nature Center
June 16 at 10:00 am

Weekly Events
Sunday
Financial Peace- starting May 5th
1:00-3:00
Wednesdays
Bobcats- 10:00 am
Worship Team Practice- 6:30 pm

April 7

April - June
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Hannah Aust

April 10
April 12

Bev Hekel
Mark & Helene Norman

April 15
April 26

Karen Cooley
Gwen Roen

April 27

Bill Cook
Noah Palmer

May 5
May 6

Allie Downing
Olivia Blanchard

May 13

Dave & Gale Christopherson
Shirley Schuttinga
Charlene Sankey
Ron Hudnall

May 14
May 15

May 17

Vicki Abbott
Hannah Palmer
Monty Freeman
Fred & Joan Bown
Steve & Lynn Sargent
James Gray

May 20

George Sankey
Lynn Long

May 21
May 22

Jon Schuttinga
Monty & Lori Freeman

May 25
May 28

Becky Clausen
Daniel & Andrea Palmer

May 29
May 30

Becky Abbott
Wilma Seymour

June 4
June 9

Sandy Gaffey
Jana Krempasky

June 10
June 14

Jon & Gwen Roen
Les & Jeanie Mower

June 17
June 21

Donna Andrus
Helen Leach

June 25
June 26

Roger & Kathy Kester
Brett Blanchard

June 30

Steve Sargent
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The Old Rugged Cross
We are approaching what is often referred to as “Passion
Week” (also called “Holy Week”), commemorating the events from
Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday (also called Resurrection Sunday).
I am grateful for the many great songs which help us to reflect
on the significance and meaning of Jesus’ death, burial, and
resurrection. One of my favorites, however, is “The Old Rugged
Cross”, written by George Bennard in 1913. Of special interest is that
although Bennard was born in Ohio, he was raised in Albia, Iowa,
and later in Lucas, Iowa.
What I appreciate about this beloved hymn is that it portrays
both the horror and the beauty of the cross. It was there that the dear
Lamb of God . . . suffered and died . . . to pardon and sanctify me.
As we draw closer to Passion Week, I encourage you to read
(or better yet, sing) this great song. As you do, pay close attention to
the words:

Words
from
Pastor
Mark

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
The emblem of suff’ring and shame;
And I love that old cross where the Dearest and Best
For a world of lost sinners was slain.
Refrain:
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it someday for a crown.
Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary.
In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see,
For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
To pardon and sanctify me.
To the old rugged cross I will ever be true;
Its shame and reproach gladly bear;
Then He’ll call me someday to my home far away,
Where His glory forever I’ll share.
Cherishing that old cross and the One who suffered on it,
Pastor Mark

“You have said, ‘Seek my
face.’ My heart says to you,
‘Your face, Lord, do I seek.”
Psalm 27: 8
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Thoughts by Pastor Brad

Church as the Body of Christ (part 1)

“And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22–23)
“For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself
its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their
husbands.” (Ephesians 5:23–24)
We continue looking at different biblical metaphors of the church. This edition, we focus on the metaphor
of church as the body of Christ. While this metaphor applies to the universal Church, it also applies
equally to individual local churches. I’ll focus on the latter here.
The first thing to see is that Christ is the head of the local church. That is to say, he is the one who has
authority over the local church. We don’t have the freedom to do whatever we want as a church; we must
submit ourselves corporately to who Christ calls us to be and what he calls us to do.
Have you ever considered these two questions: Who is God calling us to be, and what is he calling us to
do? The Bible has lots to say in answer to those questions. For example, in my last two articles, I’ve
unpacked how God calls us as a local church to be a family, honoring one another with love and respect
and living out the numerous “one another” commands, and to be the bride of Christ, pursuing purity and
holiness together. He calls us as a local church to be united (Ephesians 4:2–6), to gather together
regularly for worship (Hebrews 10:25), to devote ourselves to Scripture, fellowship, the breaking of bread,
and prayer (Acts 2:42), and a whole host of other things. All of this is a means of us fulfilling the
commission he’s given us: to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing new Christians and teaching
them to obey (Matthew 28:19–20).
Though it may not speak to every detail of every situation, God has revealed more than enough in the
Bible for us as a church to follow. The point here is that Christ is the head of the local church, and we
must submit to him. He is our Lord.
Some questions to ponder or discuss:
● What additional items would you add to how the Bible answers the two questions: Who is God calling
us to be, and what is he calling us to do? (Consider making a list of answers to these two questions the
next time you read through the New Testament.)
● What does it practically look like for Christ to be the head of Grace Church? How does him being our
head affect our desires and pursuits? How might it affect the way we spend the time, money, and other
resources he’s entrusted to us? How should it affect the way we pray? How does it affect the way we
relate to one another? How might it impact the way we as a church relate to those in our community who
don’t yet believe in Jesus?
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BOOK REVIEW

VBS Time

For This He Came
(Jesus’ Journey to the Cross)
by Bill Crowder
This book is focused on the end of Jesus’ life of ministry.
It covers the preparation from the upper room, on the
road to Gethsemane, to alone in the garden. Then the
book speaks of the betrayal, denial, trial and surrounding
of the crowd. The third section of the book portrays the
mockery, majesty, and the victory on Calvary for our
salvation. The book concludes with Jesus’ exaltation and
return to the Father.
Mary Magdalene is the most significant “first” in human
history. She is the first to see the risen Savior. This is my
favorite paragraph.
In that most tender of moments, Jesus called her name
and she immediately recognized Him. She was shocked
with joy! As Christ had taught in John 10, the Shepherd
calls His sheep by name and they know His voice. This is
the Shepherd calling His sheep by name tenderly, but
with the authority of One who has conquered death.
Powerfully, lovingly, gently, He says her name as it was
never spoken before: ‘Mary!’”. (Page 187)
Jesus surrendered to the will of the Father and took the
cup of God’s wrath poured for all my sin. He paid the
penalty for my sin and gave me His righteousness. He
loved me before I knew Him. He died and rose again on
my behalf. He knows me. He speaks my name. He is my
Shepherd, Savior and Lord. For this He came.
This review was provided by Virginia Gray.

Starting May 5th. 1:00-3:00 pm at Grace

Financial Peace University
9 weekly sessions
Tackle budgeting, pay off debt and make your
money work for you! Contact Carol Kuhn

WHEN:

JUNE 24-28, 2019
6:00-8:00 pm

WHERE:

Grace Evangelical Free Church
108 N Jefferson Way, Indianola

CONTACT: Brad Aust- 515-962-9099
BRADAUST39@GMAIL.COM
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About Grace EFC
Glorifying God. Loving People. Teaching God's Word
Our Mission: to glorify God through the power of the Holy Spirit by honoring Christ's name,
teaching His Word, loving His people and expanding His Kingdom.
Who We Are: We are part of the Evangelical Free Church of America. We are people from
diverse backgrounds united by our love for God, for each other, and for the world.
Our worship blends time-honored hymns in a modern style along with contemporary hymns
and songs that honor and glorify Jesus Christ. Messages at Grace feature clear, systematic
teaching of the Bible with timeless truths that apply to our lives.

108 N. Jefferson Way
Indianola, Iowa 50125

Sunday Morning Worship
9:30 AM
Sunday School for all ages
11:00 AM
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