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News in Review

June 24-28  Grace VBS  attendees 
learned about “Hidden Treasures” in 
the parables in God’s Word. 

June 16 Grace celebrated our 
annual outdoor worship service at 
Annett Nature Center followed by a 
potluck. 

June 1 Many hands make light 
work for Spring Cleaning at Grace 
Church!

Fond Farewell to the Normans
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Upcoming Events 
     First Prayer 
        July 1 at 7:00 pm 
        August 5 at 7:00 pm 
        September 2 at 7:00 pm 
     Food Pantry  
        July 8 at 5:30 pm 
        August 12 at 5:30 pm 
        September 9 at 5:30 pm 
     Missions Committee 
        July 9 at 6:30 pm 
        August 13 at 6:30 pm 
        September 10 at 6:30 pm 
     Women’s Scrapbook/Craft Night 
        July 12 at 6:00 pm 
        August 9 at 6:00 pm 
        September 13 at 6:00 pm 
     Meals for the Heartland- Pack Food 
        July 13 9:00-11:00 at Valley Junction 
     Grace Quarterly Meeting 

August 4  at 11:00 am  
     Church Game Night- Bring game & snack 
 August 18 6:00-8:00 pm 
     Community Meal 
 August 22 at 5:30 pm 
          

Weekly Events 
Sunday 

Sunday School resumes  
Sept. 8th - 11:00 am 

Wednesdays 
Bobcats- at Grace- 10:00 am 

Zechariah Bible Study- 6:30 pm 
Worship Team Practice-  6:30 pm 

Birthdays and Anniversaries
July 1 Marvin Kester

Matt & Helen Leach
July 2 Brian & Connie Reed
July 7 Lillian Walker
July 10 Caleb Aust
July 13             Ben Walton
July 16 Danny Downing
July 17 Bob & Virginia Gray
July 20 Greg & Becky Abbott

Macie Walker
July 21 Dave Christopherson
July 22 Bill Moore
July 24 Bill & Jeanette Campbell

Brandon Starr
Les Mowrer

July 25 Lori Freeman
Vicki Felton

July 28 Colton Downing
Reneé & Ben Walton

July 29 Madalyn Downing 
July 30 Jeanie Hamilton

Bill & Bev Hekel 
July 31 Brad & Jenny Aust
August 6 Josiah Aust
August 10 Becky King
August 14 Jon & Shirley Schuttinga

Kathy Pattison
August 15 Alice Brito

Don Kingery
August 21 Gale Christopherson
August 23 Kevin & Becky King
August 26 Lynn Sargent
August 30 Lynn Ripperger

Sandi Hudnall
September 1  Jeanie Mowrer
September 2 Madison Walton
September 5 Beth Zimmerman

Jerry & Karen Cooley
Jim Stewart

September 11  Collin Blanchard 
Kathy Kester
Reneé Walton

September 13 Bill Hekel
September 19 Tom Thomas
September 20 Kirsten Edwards
September 21 Carl Alexander 
September 28 Jeanette Campbell 
September 30 Dawn Gross
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“11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:11–16) 

“4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 
8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:4–8; See also 1 Corinthians 12) 

We continue looking at different biblical metaphors of the church. This edition, we focus a second time on the metaphor of 
church as the body of Christ, this time unpacking how God calls the local church to function as one body.  

The first thing to notice is that the work of ministry is the work of the every member of the body, not just a few people. Each 
member of the body has a vital role to play in the work of the church’s ministry (1 Corinthians 12:21–26), and it is the 
responsibility of the shepherds (pastors/elders)–teachers to equip the body for the work of ministry. The work of ministry is 
the building up of the body in love as it grows toward maturity in Christ.  

The second thing to notice is that the Holy Spirit has gifted each of God’s children with spiritual gifts to fulfill those roles. So 
this work of ministry is an outworking of the Spirit of God through the people of God (1 Corinthians 15:10). This is good 
news, because this work does not depend on our natural abilities. When we are weak, he is strong (2 Corinthians 12:9–10)! 

Some questions to ponder or discuss: 

• How does recognizing that you have a role to play in the church’s ministry affect how you view Grace Church? What are 
some ways you regularly minister to this body, building it up in love and growing others toward maturity in Christ? 

• Are there specific areas where you desire more equipping for works of ministry? If so, what could you do to pursue being 
equipped to better serve? 

• How might the knowledge that the Spirit gifts God’s children with gifts help you overcome feelings of inadequacy in 
ministering to others? How might you depend even more on the Holy Spirit to work through you as you minister to 
others? 

Thoughts by Pastor Brad Church as the Body of Christ (part 2)
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Words 
from 
Pastor 
Mark

Pursuing God 

On several occasions over the years, God has used a little book to 
rejuvenate my heart towards Him. The book is The Pursuit of God 
written by A. W. Tozer, a pastor who ministered in Chicago in the 
early-to-mid 1900’s. My little paperback copy (which sold for $1.95, 
to show you how old it is!) is well-marked from different colored 
pens and highlighters.  

If you haven’t read this excellent book, let me provide you with a 
couple of quotes to whet your appetite: “The Bible is not an end in 
itself, but a means to bring men to an intimate and satisfying 
knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may 
delight in His Presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of 
the very God Himself in the core and center of their hearts” (p. 10). 

The second quote is a prayer: “O God, I have tasted Thy goodness, 
and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for more. I am 
painfully conscious of my need of further grace. I am ashamed of 
my lack of desire. O God, the Triune God, I want to want Thee; I 
long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still. 
Show me Thy glory, I pray Thee, that so I may know Thee indeed. 
Begin in mercy a new work of love within me. Say to my soul, ‘Rise 
up, my love, my fair one, and come away.’ Then give me grace to 
rise and follow Thee up from this lowly misty lowland where I have 
wandered so long” (p. 20).   

This going hard after God is something God strongly encourages. 
Psalm 27:8 reads: “You have said, ‘Seek my face.’ My heart says to 
you, ‘Your face, Lord, do I seek.’” And, in Jeremiah 29:13, God 
promises: “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with 
all your heart.”

May God grant us grace to pursue Him with everything we’ve got.  

For God’s glory and your joy,  

Pastor Mark 

May God grant us grace to 
pursue Him with everything 

we’ve got. 

 Pastor Mark 



Grace Evangelical Free Church July - Sept.   2019

�5

6 Truths to Encourage You During  
Pastoral Transition 

 by Ben Simpson* 
Somewhere right now a church is losing its lead pastor. For whatever reason, this man is leaving, the church has 
moved into a time of transition, and the members feel like they’ve had the wind knocked out of them. He has loved 
them, fed them, and protected them. He has doctored their wounds and rejoiced when they rejoiced. But now this 
man is moving away, and sadness and discouragement well up. If your church is in this scenario, I simply want to 
hearten you with six biblical truths. 

1. God will be with this church at all times. You are not forsaken. God is with your congregation. “I will never 
leave your or forsake you,” (Heb 13:5). Pastors will come and go. Only God will never leave us. And the presence 
of God is more vital to the life of the church. 

2. God is in control. God “works all things according to the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11). Do you believe that? 
This pastoral transition is not happening outside of the will of God. God is working this according to the counsel of 
his will. So the question is not, “Who is in control?” God is in control. The question is, “Will you rest in him by 
trusting him?” 

3. God plans good out of this transition. It might not feel good right now, but God has promised that he works all 
things together for the good of his people (Rom 8:28). Is your church part of his people? If so, this transition is 
included in “all things”? Therefore, you can rest assured that good will come from it. That’s how awesome God is: 
even those things that don’t feel good are used for good. It might not be the good you have in mind, but it is good. 
Therefore, walk forward in faith. 

4. It’s okay to weep. While good will come out this pastoral transition, that doesn’t remove the deep sadness. 
Losing your pastor hurts. I’m reminded of how the Ephesian elders wept at Paul’s goodbye: “And when he had said 
these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. And there was much weeping on the part of all; they 
embraced Paul and kissed him, being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not 
see his face again. And they accompanied him to the ship” (Acts 20:36-38). I believe the Ephesians knew that God 
would be with them, that he was in control, and that he was going to bring good out of this transition. Nevertheless, 
they wept. And it’s okay to weep. It’s actually a way of saying thank you to both God and your pastor. 

5. Ministry must go on. Notice what the Great Commission does not say, “Go therefore and make disciples . . . if 
you have a pastor.” One church that I used to work with lost their pastor. When I’d call their lay leaders about a 
ministry opportunity, their answer was always, “Well, you see, we just don’t have a pastor right now.” They had 
forgotten that ministry must continue in the interim. The Great Commission doesn’t include any conditionals. Does 
ministry become a bit harder without a pastor leading? Probably so, but if he was a good pastor, he will have 
obeyed Ephesians 4:11-12 by equipping the saints for the work of the ministry. In the interim, you and the lay 
leadership of the church must make sure ministry continues. Get to work! 

6. The church must not scatter. Jesus promised the flock would scatter at his crucifixion (Mat 26:31). For a 
season, that’s exactly what happened. The same often happens in churches during pastoral transition. Because 
“their” pastor is no longer there or ministry begins to lag, folks trickle out. Some reasons for going might be 
legitimate, but this may also be the time in which the congregation should most strongly gather together for support 
and encouragement. Recognize the temptation to scatter and work more diligently to stay bound together in unity 
and love. This will be a season of testing for you. I know you didn’t ask for it, but with God’s help, you’ll endure it. 
For churches currently in this situation: May the interim bring blessings you never expected, and I pray that God 
provides a new pastor for your church soon. 

*Article taken from https://www.9marks.org/article/6-truths-to-encourage-you-during-pastoral-transition/

Words of Grace
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‘Heart of a Warrior’ For a Time Such as This.  
A Forty-day Devotional sharing a Legacy of Faith by Shelly 
Thompson. 

                                       Book review by Kathie Hutcheson 
Shelly & her husband restored an 1875 bank building in Walnut, Iowa, and created The Notebook Cafe 
& The Vault.  The Vault is an antique store. The Notebook Cafe is where Shelly tells small groups of 
ladies her amazing testimony/motivational speech & takes them on a tour of the upstairs of the bank 
that is now their beautiful apartment. Becky C., two other friends & myself were blessed to be a part of 
this in Oct. 2018.  In April 2019 Becky C. & I were blessed to attend Shelly’s annual conference in the 
old Walnut school building. Karen Abercrombie (Miss Clara in the movie War Room) gave a moving 
motivational speech tied to the conference theme of becoming a Warrior for God. A group of our 
church women went to The Notebook Cafe June 29 to meet Shelly & hear her amazing story. 

In a previous newsletter I wrote about Shelly’s first book ‘Entwined’. It was the story of two women 
Brenda & Shelly, their faith & how their stories were woven together by God.  This is Shelly’s second 
book. She is a gifted writer who wrote this 40 day devotional based on her childhood in the Highland 
Park neighborhood of DesMoines. Each day’s story is based on the sweet “Warrior” ladies of 5th street 
that God placed in her life.  The ladies left a legacy of faith, love & nuturing. The memories & miracles 
that helped form her into one of God’s Warriors & can help you become a Warrior or grow more as a 
Warrior. Many of these memories she shared were similar to my childhood memories. If you or your 
parents grew up in the 50’s or 60’s these devotions will bring back memories for you as you grow in as 
a Warrior in God’s army. We too can leave a faith filled legacy for this generation and the next 
generation.  Shelly tells us God’s plans are always thought out & organized, not haphazard & 
coincidental. God’s plans take time, persistence, belief, wrestling, acceptance of His will, obedience, 
faith & complete trust that He is Who He says He is. God’s plans will make us His Warriors. This book 
can be bought through the notebookcafe.com.

http://notebookcafe.com
http://notebookcafe.com
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Farewell to a More Than a Friend 

Pastor Mark  was the original pastor of Grace Evangelical Free Church of Indianola, beginning 
August 2, 2009. When he began, Grace Church did not even have a building; he helped lead the 
church members in the purchase and remodeling of our current facility. Pastor Mark concluded 
his ministry at Grace on July 7th. He has been loved and appreciated for his years of ministry,  
preaching, counseling and being a friend to all. Warmth and Godly wisdom have been Mark’s 
calling card.  

Each Sunday we all have grown and learned from his faithful preaching of God’s Word as it has 
drawn us all into a closer communion with the Savior.  

Mark placed a great emphasis in prayer, both in corporate prayer (1st Prayer) and in the lives of 
the individual believers. His prayer and support during times of illness, grief and personal 
struggles will be remembered by all.  

His future plans have not yet been established but we are assured that his giftings and Christian 
love will be beneficial wherever God leads him.  

Words of Grace
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About Grace EFC 
Glorifying God. Loving People. Teaching God's Word 

Our Mission: to glorify God through the power of the Holy Spirit by honoring Christ's name, 
teaching His Word, loving His people and expanding His Kingdom. 

Who We Are:  We are part of the Evangelical Free Church of America.  We are people from 
diverse backgrounds united by our love for God, for each other, and for the world. 

Our worship blends time-honored hymns in a modern style along with contemporary hymns 
and songs that honor and glorify Jesus Christ.  Messages at Grace feature clear, systematic 

teaching of the Bible with timeless truths that apply to our lives.

Sunday Morning Worship:  
9:30 AM 

Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 AM  

108 N. Jefferson Way 
Indianola, Iowa 50125
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