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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

and fading colors of the sea-

son.  Reminding us that the 

abundance of fall is the rich-

ness of the end of life.  Most 

plants harvested in the fall 

give up their life in the pro-

cess of bringing the fruits to 

fullness.  We are also remind-

ed that the end of the liturgi-

cal year is approaching, pro-

pelling us into the next year. 

Our First Lutheran October is 

abounding in harvest this 

year! We begin the month 

with our leadership luncheon 

for Consecration Sunday on 

October 2nd after worship. 

Our congregational Consecra-

tion Sunday is a joyful cele-

bration of giving on October 

9th. Our keynote speaker, 

Pastor Gary Teske, will lead 

us through the pledge pro-

cess. On the Sundays before-

hand, we will be gifted by FLC 

members who will lead us in 

Temple Talks about Steward-

ship as a way of life. Our min-

istry plan is built on this. 

We will celebrate the nailing 

of Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis 

to the church door at Witten-

berg on Sunday, October 

30th. This will be the 499th 

anniversary and will begin a 

year of international and 

At the Reynold’s household 

October traditionally begins 

with a colorful, fall floral 

wreath hanging on the outside 

of our front door. Each year, I 

purchase a new cinnamon 

broom to hang on its inside.  

Our outside yard decorations 

are a cornucopia of pumpkins, 

scarecrows, autumn and trick-

or-treat decorations—from a 

smiling witch and Franken-

stein—to our inflatable Winnie-

the-Pooh and Tigger too.  In 

recent years we’ve added a 

speaking ghoul that lifts his 

head off when you approach 

him. We’ve enjoyed watching 

passersby stop and enjoy the 

decorations, especially the 

young children and cars of 

teens who will run up to give 

Winnie Pooh and Tigger a hug.  

The face of the season is 

changing, and many happy 

faces delight in it. 

This year our decorations are 

packed in storage at our Las 

Cruces home. Our rental Man-

hattan home will have some 

fall flowers, but will lack all 

our traditional fare. Some-

times we are simply caught up 

in change, or changing the 

events around us. 

Soon the bright colors of sum-

mer Pentecost in the church 

will change to the darker hues 

of fall. Transitioning into the 

patterns and weaves with 

green to match the deepening 

church-wide commemora-

tions of the 500th Anniver-

sary next year. There will be 

much more information 

about our congregational 

activities in the months to 

come! As I stated earlier, 

sometimes we are simply 

caught up in change, or 

changing the events around 

us. So it goes with the 

church! 

But what if we rethought 

this practice of Reformation 

as a “re-formation”?  Espe-

cially for our children.  Ex-

perts will tell you that chil-

dren learn by what they do, 

and what they see done, 

more than what they are 

told to do but seldom see.  

See View on page 2 
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Realizing that children are 

formed by worship practices 

themselves, and that this ap-

plies to every age from the very 

young to the very old.  All God’s 

children learn to worship God by 

actually worshiping God, not just 

by being told about the im-

portance of worship.  Children 

learn to pray by praying, not by 

being taught models and meth-

ods of prayer. They are taught 

our liturgy and songs by using 

the hymnals. Actually all of us 

learn this way, but it is in this 

autumn season we remind our-

selves that worship is itself 

training in Christian discipleship 

and formation in faith.  Children 

learn to go to church by going to 

church. 

Life happens. What we do in 

and with our life matters.  We 

have been given a wonderful 

gift: “We are justified by grace 

through faith” giving us eternal 

salvation.  This fall let us exer-

cise our gifts, use and give 

them and not lose them as 

scripture warns, worshiping 

together in family and as fami-

ly, opening up the harvest to 

all! Knowing the face of the 

season is changing, and see-

ing the many happy faces de-

light in it! 

 

My love to you in Christ, 

Pastor Jerry 

View 

Continued from page 1 

By definition, an unintended 

consequence results from an 

outcome that is not the one 

foreseen or intended by pur-

poseful action.  Jesus did not 

intend to create a new religion, 

but to reform Judaism.  He 

would not recognize Christianity 

today, it being one of the 3 ma-

jor religions of the world.  

When Martin Luther posted the 

Ninety Five Theses on the door 

of Wittenberg Castle on October 

31, 2017, he was calling for a 

debate on the abuses of the 

sale of indulgences and wanted 

to reform the Roman Catholic 

Church.  He didn’t intend to be 

excommunicated and become a 

fugitive from Rome, hiding as 

“Knight George” at the Wart-

burg Castle for nearly a year as 

he secretly continued his writ-

ings and translation of the Bi-

ble. He certainly didn’t foresee 

the Protestant Reformation, or 

the Lutheran religion we have 

today throughout the world.  

When he returned to Witten-

berg in 1522, he gradually 

transformed Wittenberg into a 

Lutheran stronghold and model 

for other German communities. 

His life and work made a tre-

mendous difference in world 

history. 

As we celebrate the 499th year 

since the posting of the Ninety 

Five Theses, take some time to 

reflect on the things that you 

can do to change the outcomes 

in the lives of others in our 

world today.  We can be pro-

active in our intentions and pur-

poseful actions.  All of us can 

become involved in one or more 

of the many ministries at First 

Lutheran, or, even start a new 

one!  Maybe we won’t recognize 

immediate outcomes, especial-

Unintended Consequences 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and  

certain that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times. “ 

Martin Luther 

Even if I  knew that 
tomorrow the 
world would  
go to pieces,  

I would still plant 
my apple tree. 

 

Martin Luther 

ly in the lives of others, but the 

positive effects can last for life-

times to come. 
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The Protestant Reformation 

was one of the most important 

events in Christian history.  

However, reformation has been 

a continuous process through-

out humanity’s relationship with 

God.  Reform has always been 

focused on one central theme: 

who is in and who is out.  Re-

form is about establishing pa-

rameters around true faith vers-

es false belief.  It wrestles with 

the question, “Who is ‘in’ and 

who is ‘out?’” 

No group had a greater sense 

of in and out then the Jewish 

people.  In fact, their counter-

parts, the Samaritans, were al-

so children of Israel, yet there 

was a great hatred between the 

two groups.  Jesus acknowl-

edged this divide, yet commis-

sioned his disciples to reach 

out to all people.   

We see the apostles wrestling 

with in and out after Jesus’ as-

cension.  Could Gentiles 

(everyone who is not Jewish) be 

Christ’s followers without adher-

ing to Jewish Law and customs?  

The apostles who set up shop in 

Jerusalem tended to believe 

that one had to live in accord 

with traditional teachings, while 

the apostles who ministered to 

those outside the Holy Land did 

not.  Finally, God gave Peter a 

dream.  Peter dreamed that a 

sheet fell from heaven and on it 

was a variety of foods forbidden 

to the Jewish people.  God told 

him to eat and after once pro-

testing, he ate.  Peter under-

Kyle Olson 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

Continuous Reform stood this dream to be a mes-

sage that Christ’s liberating 

work was for all. Everyone was 

welcome in. 

Fast forward 1,000 years.  

Christianity was an institutional 

religion practiced across a wide 

swath of Europe as well as 

pockets of Africa, the Middle 

East, and Asia.  This rigid polity 

was widespread with 5 Popes 

or “papas” overseeing various 

regions.  The 5 patriarchs ruled 

harmoniously until the Pope of 

Rome asserted that the others 

were subservient to him.  The 

others disagreed, which result-

ed in the Great Schism.  To the 

Roman Church, the Eastern 

Churches were out. To the East-

ern Churches, the Roman 

Church was out. 

Advance another 500 years and 

we come to the era of Martin 

Luther.  This was an age of 

great corruption in the Roman 

Church – greater than had ever 

been seen before.  There were 

a few of the faithful who had 

tried to expose these abuses of 

power, most notably Jan Hus in 

the modern Czech Republic and 

John Wycliffe in England.  How-

ever, both of these men were 

labeled heretics, imprisoned, 

and killed.  Martin Luther was 

also labeled a heretic, but was 

the first man to successfully 

bring to light the errors in the 

church.  He worked to bring 

about – not new form – but RE-

form.  However, we know what 

happened.  Martin Luther and 

the Evangelicals (Protestants) 

were labeled, out.  

It is agreed among ecclesial 

(church) sociologists that we 

are currently living in a time of 

great reformation in Christen-

dom.  Consider the number of 

new churches that have 

cropped up in our community in 

the past 10 years.  Each de-

nomination and faith tradition 

feels that they are the most 

pure representation of Christi-

anity.  After all, when is the last 

time you heard someone say, “I 

go to the 4th most ‘correct’ 

church in the city?”  No, we are 

all trying to live as Christ would 

have us live, and we all fall 

short of God’s glory.   

As we prepare to commemo-

rate the 499th anniversary of 

our reformation, the Protestant 

Reformation, I ask that you re-

flect on those you consider to 

be in and those who you con-

sider to be outside of the true 

faith.  What has set them apart 

in your mind?  Finally, consider 

the message of Christ – that all 

are welcomed in.  Reach out to 

them and consider how Christ 

might work through you to re-

form them in faith, just as he 

worked through Martin Luther 

499 years ago.  Christ is always 

calling on us to reform.  It is our 

responsibility to respond to that 

call. 
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Tynisha Moore 

Program Director 

Lamb of  God School 

Fall is in full swing at Lamb of 

God Early Childhood Ministry 

and we are all getting into the 

groove of the different routines 

that a new season brings. Many 

families are adjusting to new 

schedules that include school, 

work, sports practices, and af-

terschool activities.  

As we welcome in a new sea-

son, it is a great time to reflect 

on change, growth, and renewal. 

Romans 12:2 tell us “Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may dis-

cern what is the will of God—

what is good and acceptable 

and perfect.”  

We are thankful for the natural 

reminders that God has given to 

remind us that growth, renewal, 

and change should be a part of 

our daily walk and lifelong learn-

ing.  

In early childhood we under-

stand that a young children are 

constantly learning. Information 

that they learn today will be 

built upon and expanded tomor-

row. In many ways their minds 

are constantly being renewed 

and transformed. As adults con-

formity can often set in when 

routines of our day to day life 

remain the same for extended 

periods of time.  

Information for this article is 

from the Central States Synod 

Church in Society page, found at 

http://www.css-elca.org/church-

in-society. 

Co-hosts Ann Say and Mary Jo 

Moore invite you to join the new 

In Invitation to Join the Synod-Wide Church in Society 
Online Book Club 

Justice & Kindness Book Club 

Central States Synod - ELCA 
Synod-wide book club, which will 

use a private Facebook group 

page as our virtual meeting 

place. They will be reading 

books and discussing current 

topics related to the Lutheran 

church in today’s society. This 

first year (October 2016 to Sep-

tember 2017) they plan to read 

four books together and discuss 

them virtually in a private Face-

book group.  

The first discussion will take 

place on October 3rd at 12:00 

noon on the book, They Are US, 

Lutherans and Immigration, by 

Stephen Bouman and Ralston 

Deffenbaugh. Dr. Bouman is di-

rector of Evangelical Outreach 

and Congregational Mission for 

the E.L.C.A and the former bish-

op of the Metropolitan New York 

Synod.  Dr. Bouman was recent-

ly guest speaker at the K.C. for 

Refugees event at Atonement 

Lutheran Church, in Overland 

Park, KS.  

If you are interested in partici-

pating in this online book club, 

please send your name and 

email address to Ann Say at 

asay1227@gmail.com.  Ann will 

then include you in the private 

Facebook group and send the 

Guidelines for the group to you 

in an email.  
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Around FLC 

Connect and learnConnect and learnConnect and learn   
Check out one of these classes or fellowship groupsCheck out one of these classes or fellowship groupsCheck out one of these classes or fellowship groups———there’s something for everyone!there’s something for everyone!there’s something for everyone!   

Adult Bible Study 

Sundays, 9:00-9:45 in Room 30 

Study a variety of topics  

using writings by church leaders, 

past and present 

Children’s Sunday School 

Infants thru 6th grade 

Sundays, 9:00-9:45 a.m.  

in the Fellowship Hall 

Learn Bible lessons through play 

and fun activities 

Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 9:15-11:15 in Room 28 

Join the women of FLC  

for study and fellowship.  

All are welcome! 

The Bible in 30 Seconds 

Sundays, 9:15-9:45  

on the Fellowship Hall Stage 

Fitting Bible study into our  

busy lives takes creativity;  

this class makes it easy. Fellowship & Service Groups 

Lunch Bunch—2nd Wednesday 

Naomi-Ruth Circle—2nd Friday 

Men’s Breakfast—2nd Saturday 

Lydia Circle—3rd Tuesday 

Esther Circle—3rd Wednesday 

Men @ First in Action—4th Saturday 

Call or email the office for details 

on these great opportunities to 

grow in both faith and fellowship. 

Making a Difference 

Congratulations to Coach 

Bruce Weber! He was chosen 

as the 2016 recipient of the 

Graven Award presented an-

nually by Wartburg College in 

Waverly, Iowa for his philan-

thropic endeavors.  

Fall Festival @ Nelson’s Pumpkin Patch 



6 

 

Page 6 F IRST  MATTERS  

Submitted by Larry Davis 

For complete minutes, contact the office 

 Approved a “charge to” the 

Facilities Task Force.  The 5 

member task force (including 

at least one Council member) 

will provide monthly reports to 

Council with a final report ex-

pected by the January meet-

ing. Their main task is to make 

recommendations for im-

proved restroom and other 

permanent facilities, taking 

September Council Actions into consideration ADA, fire 

and safety regulations, and 

changing needs of the congre-

gation, such as the Lamb of 

God school and the First Sup-

pers and related programs. 

 Approved personnel actions 

including increasing Kelly Pe-

terson’s work hours to 37.5 

per week. Approved several 

recommendations of the Lamb 

of God board of directors for 

employment of new school 

staff. 

 Accepted reports from several 

committees indicating pro-

posed budgets for 2017. 

 Were briefed on the plans for 

a Leadership Luncheon and 

Consecration Sunday to take 

place on Oct 2 and Oct 9. 

 Received an update on the 

search for a replacement for 

Kate Nesse on Council. 

The year 2016 marks 10 years since the publication of Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), the 

family of resources that helps congregations support and provide engaging worship focused on 

God's mission. In an effort to enhance our worship experience and reduce paper waste, First Luther-

an will be acquiring copies of this hymnal/service book for use in the Sanctuary. 

Thanks to generous memorial gifts, we are well on our way to the goal of purchasing the new hym-

nals. With your help, we can achieve this goal even sooner. Each hymnal costs $25, including ship-

ping. We are offering our members, friends, and fellowship groups the opportunity to donate and 

dedicate an ELW in “Memory of” or “Honor of” special people in your lives with a bookplate that will 

be attached to the inside cover of each hymnal. Please use the attached form or contact Kelly in the 

office at (785)-537-8532 to make your donation. 

ELW Hymnal Dedication Form 
My Name ________________________________________________________________  

Number of ELW books __________  Total ($25 per book)$ ____________  

If desired, you may designate your gift: 

Given in memory of ____________________________________________________  

Given in honor of _______________________________________________________  
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August Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

213 

Income $ 58,316.96 

Expenses $ 43,211.17 

Budget $  45,833.33 

Income YTD $ 339,707.55  

Expenses YTD $ 330,667.66 

Budget YTD $ 366,666.64 

Classifieds 
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Nursery Volunteers 

Wanted: caring individuals to 

volunteer in the nursery approx-

imately one Sunday per month. 

Volunteers will work closely 

with the Nursery Coordinator to 

care for the youngest members 

of FLC. Anyone working with 

children must attend child pro-

tection training and pass a 

background check. If interest-

ed, please contact Kelly to sign 

up. 

Lost & Found 

The Lost & Found basket is lo-

cated on the table outside the 

main office. Found items will be 

held for a month before being 

donated.  

Quilters Needed 

The Quilting group is looking for 

new members. No experience 

necessary; all are welcome! 

Help create beautiful, hand-tied 

quilts to give to church mem-

bers and folks around the com-

munity for various occasions. 

Meets on the second Wednes-

day of the month at 1:30 p.m. 

in the music room. Coffee and 

treats provided. Call 539-4436 

for more info. 

10/1 Cliff Spaeth      

10/1 Kendra Lewison    

10/2 Stan Krumm        

10/4 Cindy Hunter      

10/4 Marilyn Russell   

10/4 Tim Beese         

10/4 Ashton Lehmann    

10/4 Molly Holderness  

10/4 Quinn Adkins      

10/5 Sam Mehl          

10/5 Dustin Seabourn   

10/5 Lisa Melander     

10/5 Sarah Nelson      

10/5 Kristina Harrison 

10/6 Darin Nelson      

10/6 Darla Heinitz     

10/6 Joran Heinitz     

10/6 Greg Lund         

10/7 Tim Nelson        

10/7 Deborah Nelson    

10/7 John Yadon        

10/7 Chase Gray        

10/8 Larry Erickson    

10/8 Brittany Pearl    

10/9 Joanna Copeland   

10/10 Andrea Riley      

10/10 Kaleb Hawk        

10/11 Michelle Gralow   

10/11 Leigha Kern       

10/11 Andy Gray         

10/11 Betty Mullet      

10/11 Logan Moore       

10/11 Carrie Hall       

10/12 Jessica Flunder   

10/12 Michele Duncan    

10/13 Charlie Busch     

10/13 Chuck Johnson     

10/13 Gwen Whittlesey   

10/14 Fred Oehme        

10/14 Sean Parsons      

10/14 Rowan Ehrlich     

10/15 Arlene Odde       

10/16 Gracie Stone      

10/17 Emily Brown       

10/17 Jamie Hughes      

10/18 Zachary Hoover    

10/19 Ann Erickson      

10/19 Steve Ballard     

10/19 Sally Yahnke      

10/20 James Thaemert    

10/20 Taren Blew        

10/20 Norm Nuss         

10/21 Logan Nelson      

10/21 Susan James       

10/21 Donna King        

10/21 Morgan Schwinn    

10/21 Julie McIntyre    

10/23 Elvie Gustafson   

10/23 Cody Langemeier   

10/24 Geary Mosburg     

10/25 Tweed Ross        

10/25 Tyler Jensen      

10/25 Tayler Jensen     

10/25 Fred Carlson      

10/26 Jessica Lane      

10/26 Edwin Gray        

10/26 Freddie Barbosa   

10/27 Mary Thibault     

10/27 Debbie Sorenson   

10/28 Caitlin Rusk      

10/28 David Knittel     

10/28 Debbie Jones      

10/28 Ladonna Piper     

10/28 Doris Zehner      

10/28 Jerry L Reynolds  

10/29 Diane Snead       

10/30 Timothy Redetzke  

10/30 Cindy Thomas      

10/30 Larry Kastanek    

10/31 Regie Gray        

Birthdays October 

Wedding Anniversaries 
Holly & Neil Parikh, 3 years 

Meagan & Jeremy Milliron, 4 years 

Tom & Ann Kirk, 5 years 

Vincent & Kristi Traffas, 10 years 

Erin & Wes Overturf, 11 years 

Jason & Morgan Padgett, 15 years 

Roxanne & Darin Pelfrey, 18 years 

Ross & Stephanie Grynkiewicz, 19 years 

David & Debbie Jones, 23 years 

Kevin & Jeanette Wagner, 27 years 

Fred & Pam Oehme, 35 years 

Joe & Judy Larson, 39 years 
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Kelly Peterson 
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"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 Nov. 1 2 3 4 5 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 

11:30am Leader Lunch 

1pm N. Loupe-Beatty Service 

11:45am SGAB 

7pm Prayer Shawls 7pm Property Team 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Ministry 

8pm Luther League 6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11:30am LL Bowling & 

Celebration Luncheon 

Columbus Day 

 

 

  

11:30am Lunch Bunch 

1:30pm Quilting 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Esther Circle 

8pm Luther League 6pm First Suppers 

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth 

6pm STM Meal 

3pm Wedding 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11:30am Worship Team 7pm Prayer Shawls 11:30am Lydia Circle 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

8pm Luther League 

4pm LOG PTO 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 

 

 

6pm STM Meal 

 

 

9:00am Men At First 

10am Fall Fest (CTS) 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 5:30pm LOG Board 

 

 

 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Confirmation 

8pm Luther League 6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

4pm Wedding 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship  7pm Property Team 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Ministry 

7pm Confirmation 

8pm Luther League 6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

October 2016 


