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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

“Merciful Father, we offer with 

joy and thanksgiving…” With 

these words we are recognizing 

that God is the master of all 

Creation—which also means 

the master of each of us—we 

are not in control of our lives 

despite our best or worst ef-

forts.  This is what we cele-

brate with joy, that God has 

given us the gift of grace 

through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

We are celebrating—yes cele-

brating! —by our gifts--“with joy 

and thanksgiving.”  We cele-

brate all that we are in this 

prayer, who and whose we are, 

and we do so with great, heart-

felt joy. 

“what you have first given us—

our selves…”  It is customary 

whenever a baby is born, or 

when talking with someone, to 

say something like, “Well as 

long as the baby is healthy.”  

Or “As long as you have your 

health.”  Our health is our first 

responsibility; each of us is 

called to maintain our health.  

All things in life pale when 

compared to good health.  Cer-

tainly there are diseases that 

rob us of health that are be-

yond our control.  But addictive 

behaviors, whether they are 

dependency issues, or such 

things as “busyness” to a work-

aholic, also rob us of our 

health.  I am not the best ex-

ample of taking care of myself, 

but I constantly try to take bet-

ter care.  I’m not where I want 

to be, many of us aren’t, but 

we need to keep trying.  We 

can’t take care of others until 

we learn to take care of our-

Each worship service we pray 

the offertory prayer above or a 

similar prayer as we present 

our gifts at the altar.  It is a 

time when we show our thanks 

to God by the monetary gifts we 

return to the church for God’s 

work through our ministry.  It is 

a time of thanksgiving. 

I think all too often we recite 

this prayer simply because it is 

printed in “bold” in the bulletin.  

We good Lutherans know that 

“bold” means we speak out 

loud when we are supposed to, 

I fear, more so instead of un-

derstanding that we are praying 

out loud in thanks to all that 

God has given to us.  It is a re-

minder of all that God has 

done, is doing, and promises 

yet to do for God’s good Crea-

tion. 

During this season of Thanks-

giving, I’d like us to take a clos-

er look at this prayer that we 

speak responsively during Sun-

day worship: 

selves.  Our good health is a 

gift and blessing, yet one that 

God charges us to maintain. 

“our time…” I have had the 

privilege of being with many 

people during their final 

hours.  No one has ever told 

me they wish they had spent 

more time at the office or at 

work.  Usually they wish they 

had spent more time with 

family and friends.  Most will 

cite their family or time given 

to others as their greatest 

legacy.  I rarely hear about 

the “great business achieve-

ment” or “great worldly ac-

complishment.”  I hear about 

families and friends—as time 

well spent.  Our time is our 

greatest possession.  Use it 

wisely; none of us knows how 

much time we have.  It is a 

gift and a mystery.  Our time 

is a gift to use; it should be 

See View on page 2 

“Merciful Father, we offer 

with joy and thanksgiving 

what you have first given 

us—our selves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs 

of your gracious love.   

Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself 

for us, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.” 
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ours to use, not others.  Take 

time to enjoy your time.  Don’t 

wait until your time runs out. Life 

is meant to be well-lived. 

“our possessions…”  Society and 

culture have taught us over the 

centuries to measure our success 

in material things.  The more we 

have, the more successful we 

must be.  This simply is not true.  

The more that God gives to each 

of us, is actually a responsibility 

to give more to others.  Our God is 

a God of Abundance.  There is a 

myth of scarcity, that we won’t 

have what we need if we give 

away what has been given to us.  

It is only a myth.  God constantly 

gives all that God has to us, in-

cluding God’s only Son.  We often 

hold back on our giving for the 

fear of the unknown.  None of us 

knows what tomorrow will bring.  

This is an unfounded fear for 

Christians.  Our future has been 

“sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ 

forever” in our Baptism.  Our fear 

should not be in the perceived 

scarcity of what the future holds.  

Our knowledge that hands 

pierced on the cross will hold us 

eternally is our greatest gift.  God 

gives us material things—

possessions—so that we may en-

joy life and share in the abun-

dance of God’s love and grace by 

enjoying giving to others. He who 

dies with the most toys, still dies. 

“signs of your gracious love.”  

“Greater love has no one than 

this, that he lay down his life for 

his friends.  You are my friends if 

you do what I command.  I no 

longer call you servants, because 

a servant does not know his mas-

ter’s business.  Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you.  You 

did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you to go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last.  

Then the Father will give you 

whatever you ask in my name.  

This is my command:  Love each 

other.” (NIV John 15:13-16a)  Be 

fruitful.  Bear fruit.  Fruit that will 

last.  Love each other. 

“Receive them for the sake of 

him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Each of 

us loves and gives to others as 

we allow God to work within us.  

During this season of Thanksgiv-

ing we are reminded that what 

we are thankful for has already 

been given to us.  God’s gift of 

God’s self, Christ Jesus our Lord 

is how we are to live, love and 

give to others.  In Christ’s name, 

not ours.  This is the true spirit of 

a Christian Thanksgiving, our giv-

ing as Christ has given to us. 

During this holiday season of 

Thanksgiving, which the commer-

cial world tries to ignore, 

(although a few retailers are re-

kindling the spirit of being 

closed on Thanksgiving Day) let 

us stop and give thanks to God 

for all that we have in abun-

dance.  Let your prayer at the 

Thanksgiving table be said bold-

ly, not a response printed “in 

bold.”  Let it be an offertory 

prayer, just as we pray before 

we come to the Lord’s Table.  

Let us live and love as Christ 

Jesus our Lord has commanded 

us.   

“Amen.”  Amen means, “Yes, 

yes!”  Each year we celebrate all 

those who have gone before us 

on “All Saints Sunday.”  We may 

all take comfort in knowing 

those seats have been filled at 

the eternal banquet of our Lord.  

Many of us will rejoice in living 

that comfort this year.  That is 

the difference in being Christian 

living and giving by thanksgiv-

ing.   

From our family to yours a very 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

My love to you in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jerry  

View 

Continued from page 1 

“All that we have,  

all that we are,  

all that we hope to be,  

we give to you.” 
We Are an Offering 

ELW 692 
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So - how often do you think about 

that?  If your answer is some-

thing like “Ummm….,” well, okay 

then.  Want to start? (Don’t wan-

der over to a different page of 

this newsletter just yet.) 

 It’s likely that most of us will first 

veer off to how we ended up be-

ing Lutheran.  A lot of us, like me, 

were born into it and have been 

here ever since.  Lucky us.  Some 

of us married into it, or maybe 

were brought by a friend.  Also 

lucky, and wonderful.  Then we 

have the group of people who 

were actually looking for a 

church and happily found the Lu-

therans.  This last group may ac-

tually be better able than any of 

the rest of us to really answer 

and explain why they are now 

Lutheran.   

So, everyone - back to the origi-

nal question.  Why Are You a Lu-

theran?  However it is that you 

got here, you’re still here.  Why is 

that?  I don’t mean why are you 

still part of our First Lutheran 

family - Why are you a Lutheran?   

Karen Jerabek 

Chair, Reformation 500 Committee 

If we don’t really know how to 

answer the question, we should 

figure out how to do that. Grace 

has to be part of the answer.  

Lutheranism and grace go hand 

in hand.  I don’t mean a cheap 

grace though, that Dietrich Bon-

hoeffer wrote about.  Not the 

‘God loves me just as I am, so 

I’m covered’ grace.  I am talking 

about the grace that grabbed 

hold of Martin Luther and never 

let him go.  The grace of a great 

burden lifted, a desperately 

needed breath of air.  As a monk, 

Luther knew the Scriptures.  And 

he knew he couldn’t keep the 

Law, and didn’t have the faith to 

be saved because he wasn’t 

righteous.  But he kept trying. 

Harder and harder.  He told him-

self things like “You did not per-

form correctly.  You were not con-

trite enough.  You left that out of 

your confession.”  Until grace 

took over. 

And that is why Law and Gospel 

are also so important to Luther-

ans, and should enter into your 

answer.  God gave us the Law, 

the Ten Commandments - the 

gifts that both show us how to 

live, as well as the obvious - we 

are not going to be able to do 

any of it.  The gift of coming face 

to face with our faults and weak-

Why are You a  
Lutheran? 

nesses, our failings, ourselves, 

so that we can be honest about 

it all - with ourselves, that’s a big 

first step itself, and then with 

God.   

So confession is also a big part 

of being Lutheran.  We don’t of-

ten see owning up to our failings 

as a gift, I’m guessing.  But that 

gets us over to the Gospel, the 

grace.  We’ll only keep muddling 

along, keep trying harder and 

harder, keep not being good 

enough, if we don’t let grace 

grab hold of us, washing away 

everything that we can’t take 

care of ourselves.  Freeing us 

from ourselves, and straight into 

the arms of God, who lets us 

confess, repent, and then for-

gives us. All that through the gift 

of Jesus, who did everything for 

us that we can’t do ourselves. 

And, all of that is part of why I 

am still a Lutheran.  What about 

you?  Let’s talk about those 

things with each other.  What is 

it about being Lutheran that 

makes a difference in your life?  

Why are you a Lutheran?   

God’s grace, mercy and peace to 

us all.   

Karen Jerabek 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing;  

it is the gift of  God...    

Ephesians 2:8 
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Submitted by Larry Davis 

For complete minutes, contact the office 

 Welcomed Caite Kendrick as a 

new member to replace Kate 

Nesse. Caite is part of the civil-

ian management team at Ft. 

Riley.  

 Received the resignation of 

Tom Kirk. We are currently 

seeking a replacement. 

 Discussed progress toward 

development of next year’s 

October Council Actions budget. Council will have a 

special meeting Nov 3 at 5:30 

pm for that purpose. 

 Received an update on devel-

opment of the Facilities task 

force. 

 Discussed a conceptual design 

for digital signage. This con-

ceptual design plan will be pre-

sented to the congregation 

during the next few weeks, pri-

or to our regular November 

meeting.  

 Received recommendations 

from the Staff support com-

mittee that we move forward 

with hiring a Director of Con-

gregational Life. Revised job 

descriptions for both Congre-

gational Life and Spiritual 

Growth directors were shared 

with Council members. 

 Decided that there will be 

Christmas Eve services at 5 

and 10 pm on Saturday Dec 

24, but no scheduled services 

for Sunday Dec 25.  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name.  

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,  
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Psalm 100 

As the leaves fall and the days 

become shorter, the bright and 

active days of summer pass 

away into warm, sunny after-

noons and cool nights and 

thoughts of the upcoming 

months of winter.  We can easi-

ly get caught up in the busy-

ness of the season and the 

looming holidays ahead.   

When Thanksgiving Day comes, 

all of a sudden it’s time to stop 

and give thanks, and then, back 

to the all-encompassing prepa-

rations for Christmas. As Chris-

tians, we reflect on other 

thoughts during this time. 

The Bible is full of passages on 

how much is given to us and 

that God will provide for all of 

his creation.  A hymnist wrote: 

“Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mer-

cies I see; all that I have need-

ed, Thy hand hath provided.”   

We are taught to be thankful 

and full of praise for all that we 

are given, without regard to out-

ward appearances or demean-

Thoughts of  Thanks 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

or, and that we should live a life 

of thanksgiving each day. Only 

God can see in our hearts to 

know who we are. Our good 

works and service only praise 

Him if we truly believe that his 

mercy and love is given freely to 

all of us.  Sincere and true de-

light in service to others should 

accompany our words and 

deeds; therefore the “attitude” 

of thanks is more important 

that the “acts” of thanks.   

As God’s people, live a life of 

thanksgiving each day!  
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Leaves are falling, tempera-

tures are cooling, and family 

celebrations are being planned.  

Yes, we are entering the most 

wonderful time of the year. 

While major retailers seem to 

be on Christmas, let us not 

overlook Thanksgiving as a ma-

jor holiday. 

While this holiday has secular 

origins, it most certainly has 

Christian themes. In fact, the 

word thanksgiving appears 28 

times in the Bible, while thank 

appears 27 times and thankful 

appears 3 (KJV). Great purvey-

ors of our faith like David, Paul, 

Peter, and even Jesus Christ 

himself were thankful and 

taught us to be thankful. 

Kyle Olson, AiM 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

Personal Thanks I would like to tell you some of 

the things I am thankful for.  

First and foremost, I am thank-

ful that God loves me. This is 

never something that I wonder 

about.  I know God loves me 

because he has blessed me so 

richly and is with me when 

things are not so rosy. Second-

ly, I am thankful for my family. 

The love and grace my wife Sa-

rah constantly displays amazes 

me. Isn’t she great! We are 

jointly thankful for three won-

derful (and goofy) kids who 

make us laugh and for extend-

ed family who offer us their love 

and support. Sarah and I are 

also blessed by friends to share 

our experiences with.    

I am also thankful to work 

among you at First Lutheran. I 

appreciate you trusting me with 

your kids, tolerating my silli-

ness, and allowing me to go off 

script, especially during the 

noisy offering debacle of 2016. 

Indeed, all of these things have 

filled my heart with thanks and I 

look forward to what God might 

have instore for my life in the 

future. Happy Thanksgiving!  

I will give thanks to 
the Lord with my 

whole heart; 
I will tell of all your 
wonderful deeds. 

Psalm 9:1 (NRSV) 

Thank you for lending your hands in service to our neighbors! 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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Tynisha Moore 

Program Director 

Lamb of  God School 

We are “Giving Thanks” to all 

the volunteers and church mem-

bers that bless the Lamb of God 

children through their service. 

The children enjoy the volun-

teers that join them in the class-

rooms to read and play. The chil-

dren are also enjoying the new 

paved walkway and fencing. We 

are thankful for their time and 

talents. We are thankful for the 

new families joining Lamb of 

God and will continue to give 

thanks as we grow closer as a 

school and church community. 

Advent Begins November 27 
 

Christmas Eve Services 

December 24, 5 p.m. & 10 p.m. 
 

No Services on Sunday, December 25th 
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September Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

212 

Income $ 30,562.34 

Expenses $ 37,745.03 

Budget $  45,833.33 

Income YTD $ 370,269.89  

Expenses YTD $ 368,412.69 

Budget YTD $ 412,499.97 

Classifieds 

Page 7 

Nursery Volunteers 

Wanted: caring individuals to 

volunteer in the nursery approxi-

mately one Sunday per month. 

Volunteers will work closely with 

the Nursery Coordinator to care 

for the youngest members of 

FLC. Anyone working with chil-

dren must attend child protec-

tion training and pass a back-

ground check. If interested, 

please contact Kelly to sign up. 

Please Join Us 
The family of Anne Emerson  

invite you to join them in a celebration of Anne’s 
 

80th Birthday 
 

 

An Open House is planned for  

Friday, November 25th 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 

In the First Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

Birthdays 
November 

11/20 Kristen Polley   

11/21 Bernard Behrends 

11/22 Jessica Brockman 

11/22 Julie Todd       

11/22 Bridget O'Brate  

11/22 Takara Marsh     

11/22 A.J. Jacobsen    

11/23 Del Jacobsen     

11/24 Brian Peil       

11/24 Tammy Quick      

11/24 Shelly Smith     

11/25 Erin Dunlap      

11/25 Joe Larson       

11/25 Mary Matthews    

11/25 Reid Lundin      

11/25 Ruth Okerlund    

11/25 Martha Ann Olson 

11/26 Jason Riley      

11/26 Leslie Campbell  

11/26 Nicole Skidmore  

11/26 Sean Pearl       

11/28 Ian Moore        

11/28 Eric Parsons     

11/29 Nathan Sorenson  

11/29 Ty Wendlandt     

11/30 Raquel Tollefson 

11/30 E. Adene Winter  

11/1 Jana Goin        

11/2 Lynn Bowles      

11/3 Debbie Holle     

11/3 Ed Freshnock     

11/3 Annette Dix      

11/3 Blaine Johnson   

11/4 Eric Melander    

11/4 Kelsey Ronningen 

11/5 Cole Daniels     

11/5 Tiffany Hoover   

11/5 Anna Barbosa     

11/5 Shelby Branting  

11/5 James Willms     

11/5 Kathy Wichmann   

11/6 Darlene Siegle   

11/7 Lane Lewison     

11/7 Linda Weis       

11/7 Morgan Padgett   

11/8 Alison Ross      

11/8 David Russell    

11/9 Wilbur Erichsen  

11/9 Lora Salem       

11/10 Dustin Moore     

11/10 Elias Dame       

11/10 Abigail Peterson 

11/11 Trent Ross       

11/11 Nikolaus Grubbs  

11/11 Garrett Francis  

11/11 Phyllis Erickson 

11/12 Isabelle Ambriz  

11/12 Danielle Mosher  

11/12 James Walmann    

11/12 Scott Rusk       

11/12 Kirkland Lambert 

11/13 Addison Koch     

11/13 Mark Gray        

11/14 Corbin Grote     

11/14 Easton Grote     

11/15 Robert Gray      

11/15 Norma Blakely    

11/15 Phalton Flunder  

11/16 Drew Nichols     

11/17 Susan Morelock   

11/17 Denise Dunaway   

11/17 Kristen Hageman  

11/17 Pam Oehme        

11/18 Katie Grote      

11/18 Margaret Benson  

11/19 Rob St. John     

11/19 Josie Mehl       

11/19 Shelby Smith     

11/19 Gavin Mann       

11/20 William Novotny  

11/20 Justin Hughes    
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Communion Server 

Seeking: individuals to serve 

communion one Sunday per 

month. Training is provided, and 

n o  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  a r e  

required—just faith and a willing-

ness to serve. Call the office to 

volunteer. 

Thanksgiving Meal 

FLC is seeking people to lend a 

helping hand at the First Suppers 

meal at 6:00 p.m. on Thanksgiv-

ing day. Cooks, servers, and hos-

pitality workers are all needed. If 

you haven’t had the opportunity 

to serve before, training will be 

provided. Please contact the  

office if you can help make this 

meal a special one for our 

guests. 



Rev. Jerry Reynolds 
Senior Pastor 
pastorjerry@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kyle Olson, AiM 
Director of Spiritual Growth 
kyle@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kathryn Focke 
Director of Evangelical Outreach 
kathryn@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Tynisha Moore 
Director, LOG School 
tynisha@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kelly Peterson 
Communications Coordinator 
kelly@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Julie Londeen 
Bookkeeper 
julie@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship   

9:15am Women’s Study 

7pm Property Team 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Ministry 

7pm Luther League 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

9am Sunday School & Health 

Presentation 

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 

11:15am Youth Leaf Raking 7pm Prayer Shawls 

Election Day 

 
9:15am Women’s Study 

11am Communion @VC 

11:30am Lunch Bunch 

1:30pm Quilting 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Esther Circle 

7pm Luther League 6pm First Suppers 

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth 

6pm STM Meal 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

3:30pm Wedding 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School & 

Boundaries Training 

10am Worship 

11:00am LOG Open House 

11:15 LL Skating  11:30am Lydia Circle 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Luther League 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 

 

 

 

6pm STM Meal 

 

 

3pm Wedding 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11:30am Worship Team 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 
5:30pm LOG Board 

7pm Prayer Shawls 

 

 5:15pm Bell Choir 

Thanksgiving Day 

Office Closed 

 
 

6pm First Suppers 

Office Closed 

 
 

 

9:00am Men At First 

5:30pm Worship 

First Sunday of Advent 

 
9am Adult Study 

10am Worship   5:15pm Bell Choir 6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

November 2016 


