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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

with him.” So maybe the exam-

ple of the Christ himself is 

what we take away from what 

it means to “believe” in Easter! 

We are Christ’s presence in 

Manhattan! 

So how are we doing today? 

The Risen Jesus Christ appears 

to us, each Sunday, gathered 

as we are, on the first day of 

the week, behind church doors. 

Still, in response, we are being 

sent. Our Lord says to us, "As 

the Father sent me, even so I 

send you." And He has 

breathed on us, and we have 

received the Holy Spirit, in Bap-

tism and Confirmation, to em-

power us to be His witnesses. 

The question is, will we go? Will 

we go, to be His witnesses, to 

find ways to share the good 

news of the resurrection with 

others, or will we hesitate—

cautious Lutherans that we 

are—afraid that we might of-

fend? Or will we go, born anew 

to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, manifesting the 

Risen Jesus in our lives and to 

those whom we meet?  

Through the resurrection of Je-

sus, you and I have been 

raised up, to no longer fear, to 

no longer hide our faith behind 

closed doors, but to live power-

fully, as Christian witnesses 

out in the world, at home, at 

work, at school, at the gym, 

wherever we go! 

As our minds are on schools 

being out and summer vaca-

tions, we are reminded that the 

church never takes a vacation. 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen In-

deed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter 

greetings as we celebrate the 

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and as we live his prom-

ise in our Baptism. 

What a joyous time to be 

church at First Lutheran! Our 

Holy Week and Easter Worship 

services were well attended 

and we had many new, and re-

turning faces among us. We 

had a great Saturday Vigil ser-

vice in the chapel at our 5:30 

evening worship. It’s great to 

see the nave filled and the 

parking lot full for our two Sun-

day services. It’s especially joy-

ful to see the family genera-

tions all gathered together for 

worship, and guess what our 

futures will look like! It is also a 

joy to have new families come 

to worship with us, as well as 

the previously attending fami-

lies to return! 

But what does it mean to really 

believe in Easter? To show up 

for church in a brand new out-

fit? Or cling to faith like a well-

worn security blanket? Maybe 

to hope, desperately and 

against all odds, that it will all 

work out okay in the end, God 

willing? Or pray, “This too shall 

pass.” 

St. Peter says, “We were wit-

nesses…how he went about 

doing good and healing all who 

were oppressed… for God was 

Things used to slow down in 

the summer—no more! We 

are just as busy or busier 

summertime as any other 

time. Come, plan to be a part 

of our summer church and 

activities. We seek to worship 

and grow together within our 

walls at First Lutheran. 

Still, our challenge is, will we 

continue to leave our faith 

sealed up safely within the 

four walls of the church build-

ing, closed up behind the 

doors of our homes—or will 

we be sent forth to live the 

faith we proclaim--that others 

may come to believe and 

have life in Jesus' name? We 

See View on page 2 
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View 
Continued from page 1 

Submitted by Larry Davis 

For complete minutes, contact the office 

April Council Actions 

Christ be stronger, and rejoice 

in Christ who is the victor over 

sin, death, and the world.” As 

we live out the 50 days of East-

er, as we celebrate the Resur-

rection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and as we live his promise in 

our Baptism, let us be bold! Let 

us be bold enough to live the 

baptismal cross of Christ’s res-

urrection in all that we do. Let 

us be bold enough to show oth-

ers the Easter promise in all 

that we do. Let us be bold 

enough to invite others to at-

tend our worship services so 

that every Sunday may be as 

bold as Easter Sunday! 

My love to you in Christ, 

have not been born anew for 

fear, but for faith—so let us live 

that faith, powerfully, boldly, and 

courageously! WE CAN BE 

CHURCH HERE AND AWAY! 

Martin Luther tells us, “Be a sin-

ner, and let your sins be strong 

(sin boldly), but let your trust in 

Annual Election 
The congregation approved 

the following slate of nomi-

nees at the annual meeting on 

April 30: 

Church Council 

Terry Barta 

Gavin Hargrave 

Tony Wichmann  

Endowment Committee 

 Gail Hughes 

 Molly Myers 

Nominating Committee 

 Brian Briggeman 

 Karen Jerabek 

 Mac Lewison 

 Molly Myers 

 Lana Oleen 

Synod Assembly Delegates 

 Dan Russell 

 Janelle Russell 

 Brenda Mayberry 

We give thanks for their will-

ingness to serve, and we re-

joice now that these sisters 

and brothers will lead us in our 

common life and our mutual 

mission as a congregation.  

 Approved two recommended 

modifications of the revised 

constitution to clarify one role 

of the council president. This 

had been discussed by E-mail 

earlier, at the end of March. 

Agreed to present these 

changes as amendments, for 

the congregation to vote on at 

the April 30 congregational 

meeting. These two changes, 

one in each of two different 

chapters of the constitution, 

reflect that the council presi-

dent , or his or her designee, 

shall serve as an ex-officio 

member of the personnel sup-

port committee (not be one of 

the six appointed members, 

but in addition to). 

 Affirmed the E-mail unani-

mous vote to accept other 

modifications to the constitu-

tion (arrangement of continu-

ing resolutions within chap-

ters). They all appeared in the 

version of the constitution 

submitted to the congregation 

at the end of March. 

 Received a task force report 

on facilities (primarily rest-

rooms and kitchen), recogniz-

ing that their suggestions are 

subject to evaluation, review 

and modification. The task 

force was thanked for their 

efforts and ideas. 

 Voted to accept the Lamb of 

God board recommendation 

to extend the term employ-

ment of all LOG term employ-

ees until Aug 31, 2017. 

 Offered a formal thank- you to 

Linda Davis for leading ser-

vices March 19 Voted thanks 

to the pastor and staff for 

their efforts that made Holy 

Week and Easter services a 

success. 

 Heard from Pastor Jerry and 

Dan Russell that a Mutual 

Ministry committee will soon 

be appointed, as recommend-

ed in the revised constitution. 

 Took note that the pastor will 

be at a Stephen Ministry train-

ing during the week of April 

23. Also noted that Poyntz 

Ave signage will be consid-

ered at the 7 pm May 10 City 

Commission meeting. Awaits 

a formal report on the sanctu-

ary heating/cooling system, to 

be received at the May coun-

cil meeting.  
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Manhattan is a community 

deeply affected by the academ-

ic calendar.  The Olson house 

measures our seasons by the 

USD 383 calendar as Sarah is 

“off” in the summers and the 

kids are done with school.  

Many other families take a 

break from the normal to vaca-

tion and spend extra time to-

gether.  GOOD!   

This might mean you are able to 

attend worship less often and 

disengage in church activities.  

It is good and healthy to unwind 

with family and friends on vaca-

tion, at the ballpark, or at your 

favorite lake.  But know that 

your friends at First Lutheran 

miss you when you are not here 

and will continue to offer high 

quality ministry throughout this 

time of unusual.  I have high-

lighted some ministries for chil-

dren, youth, and adults that I 

hope you will engage in over the 

coming months.   

We are preparing for 60 chil-

dren, age 3 to 5th grade to 

come and learn more about the 

parables of Jesus at SonQuest’s 

Rainforest Café Vacation Bible 

School scheduled for June 12-

16 from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM.  

We are desperately in need of 

not only teachers and group 

leaders, but also hospitality staff 

to usher people across the alley 

into the green space, people to 

bake cookies, check-in person-

nel, and boo-boo fixers.  You can 

register a child for VBS and vol-

unteer to help out by visiting  

the church website and navi-

gating to the bottom of the 

homepage. 

Our youth will be leaning more 

about Lutheranism at our joint 

youth group with Peace Luther-

an.  We will meet 6 times to fel-

lowship, learn, and serve with 

our brothers and sisters across 

town.  In addition to these meet-

ings, day trips have been 

planned to Foxhole Paintball in 

Deacon Kyle Olson 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

School is Out; 
Church is ON! 

JC, Worlds of Fun in Kansas 

City, and SkyZone in Overland 

Park. 

Families will celebrate the life 

stages of their children and 

youth this summer through our 

Faith Steppingstones program.  

Families with students entering 

preschool and kindergarten will 

attend a special class on their 

age and stage, and will receive 

a special blessing in worship.  

Our seniors have completed 

their class and will be honored 

on Sunday, May 7 with a special 

brunch, blessing, and reception 

after worship. 

Plans are underway for some 

late summer and early fall adult 

classes on Lutheranism and the 

Reformation.  Dates, times, and 

class details will be available 

soon. 

While the remaining school days 

grow small, I hope you will make 

plans to join us for one or more 

of our fun and exciting summer 

events.  Please contact me if 

you have any questions.  

We  our LOG Teachers! 
We celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week in 

May to honor the love and care these 

wonderful individuals provide our students. 

Thank you!! 
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As a child brought up in the Lu-

theran faith, I studied Lutheran 

theology and its meaning written 

in the Catechism, including the 

Ten Commandments, the Creed, 

the Lord’s Prayer, the Sacrament 

of Baptism, Confession, and the 

Sacrament of the Altar. We mem-

orized all these, and more, and 

were questioned in front of the 

congregation before we could be 

confirmed or take communion. 

“What Does This Mean” became 

the question of the day every 

week for 5 years.  

 Traveling in the steps of Martin 

Luther on our recent Lutheran 

pilgrimage was one of those life 

experiences that brings all those 

years into focus. I’ve always 

speculated on what kind of a per-

son Luther was to make such 

dramatic changes to history and 

religion.  On this trip, I was able 

to put a human side on the times 

and person of Martin Luther.  

Seeing and experiencing his 

birthplace to deathbed and all 

the places between was truly in-

spiring. 

For his time, Luther was a true 

visionary.  Starting his schooling 

at the early age of 4 ½, learning 

Latin and enduring  brutal treat-

ment by his teachers and par-

ents, it is amazing that he contin-

ued his education at an incredi-

bly rapid pace and became one 

of the youngest heads of the Uni-

versity at Wittenberg.  He trans-

lated the Bible from Latin to Ger-

man during his exile in the Wart-

burg Castle in a short 11 ½ 

weeks.  Since 80-90% of the pop-

ulation was illiterate, artists of 

the day depicted the Bible visual-

ly to accompany the teachings of 

the new Protestant pastors, 

bringing about the total transfor-

mation of the Roman Catholic 

Church.  Luther’s teachings of 

God as merciful and just has con-

tinued to this day.   

Throughout his life, Luther al-

ways had the poor and disadvan-

taged in his thoughts and ac-

tions.  Being born as a peasant 

and then a member of the 

“beggar monks” of the Augustini-

an Order, he knew what it was 

like to beg in the streets for food 

and money.  In later years, his 

wife, Katherine, was sometimes 

distressed that he gave away 

In Luther’s Footsteps 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

money to the poor and destitute 

that she needed to support the 

household.  Through her shrewd 

management of the family fi-

nances, they were able to sup-

port students, family members 

and other dissidents that came 

for refuge in their home.  Luther 

encouraged public schools for 

poor boys and encouraged the 

education of girls (which was un-

heard of in those years).   

As we live and work in the 21st 

century, Luther’s works and 

words are still relevant 500 years 

later, especially the Command-

ments of God to live good lives 

and take care of our less fortu-

nate brothers and sisters. As a 

part of First Lutheran Church, I 

have great joy in helping the con-

gregation develop mission pro-

grams of mercy to those in our 

community that are greatly in 

need of our help.  Serving the 

poor and disadvantaged is prac-

ticed in all our outreach pro-

grams.  In this Lent and Easter 

season, may we work together to 

develop new ways to work with 

others outside of our circle of 

comfort, and follow in the foot-

steps of Martin Luther.  

First 
in the  

News 

Catherine Carmichael, Miss 

Kansas USA 2017 and First Lu-

theran member will represent 

the state of Kansas at the Miss 

USA pageant in Las Vegas, Ne-

vada on Sunday, May 14th.   

Catherine lives in Lawrence, 

Kansas and serves as the Assis-

tant Director of Recruiting for 

the University of Kansas football 

team.  She is the daughter of 

Dan and Janelle Russell.      
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Spring Hair Cuts 
Stylists from Platinum & Company came 

to First Lutheran to provide free haircuts 

for our neighbors. Thanks to all who 

made this event successful!  

Page 5 F IRST  MATTERS  

“Each of you 

should use  

whatever gift you 

have received to 

serve others, as 

faithful stewards 

of God’s grace in 

its various forms.” 

1 Peter 4:10 

Go and Serve 
Megan Wherley 

Director of Congregational Life 

“For the Christian, there are, 

strictly speaking, no chances. A 

secret master of ceremonies has 

been at work. Christ, who said to 

the disciples “Ye have not chosen 

me, but I have chosen you” can 

truly say to every group of Chris-

tian friends, “You have not cho-

sen one another but I have cho-

sen you for one another!” The 

friendship is not a reward for our 

discrimination and good taste in 

finding one another out. It is the 

instrument by which God reveals 

to each the beauties of all the 

others.” C.S. Lewis 

One thing I have learned these 

past few years is how prominent, 

but seemingly secret, are the 

works of the Holy Spirit. If we 

take Jesus’ word seriously, we 

were put into this church family 

with a purpose, each one of us. 

He has built a community here of 

believers who have one major 

thing in common: our faith in 

God, the King of All. But being in 

community takes work – not just 

by the Holy Spirit, but of our own 

hands.  

The point being is, that being a 

member of a church community 

means more than coming to Sat-

urday evening worship or Sunday 

morning worship. It is building 

relationships with one another, 

and supporting others. It is being 

a welcoming community to all, 

and helping organize events. It is 

taking care of the building, and 

using our specific gifts to better 

this community we are in. 

We are called to “Go, serve one 

another.” That starts with our 

chosen family, here at First Lu-

theran. 
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Preston & Sarah Schotte 

Matt, Kelsie, & Adrienne Burdiek 

Megan Wherley Wally & Ramona Salonka 

Marie Froom 

Welcome, New Members! 
On Sunday, April 9, First Luther-
an welcomed 10 new members 
to the congregation. Please 
greet these new sisters and 
brothers when you see them! 
New members include: Matt, 
Kelsie, & Adrienne Burdiek; 
Margaret Carlson (not pictured); 
Marie Froom; Emily Reppert 
(not pictured); Wally & Ramona 
Salonka; Preston & Sarah 
Schotte; and Megan Wherley.  
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Summer Patio Fellowship 

It’s almost that time again! As the weather 

warms, we look forward to gathering with our 

church family on the patio after Sunday worship 

for coffee & fellowship. Hosting a patio 

fellowship is simple: the church provides coffee 

and supplies, you arrive in time to make the 

coffee, set up, and clean up. You can bring 

treats (cookies, fruit, donuts) if you like, but they 

are not required. Look for the sign-up sheet in 

the Narthex. 

F IRST  MATTERS  

5/1 Aiden Parkhurst      

5/1 Mac Lewison          

5/1 Kelly Williamson     

5/2 Harrison Jones       

5/2 Barbara Hayter       

5/3 Claire Huber         

5/4 Luke Messmer         

5/4 Ed Hauer             

5/4 Renee Reeves         

5/5 Brian Maike          

5/5 Garrett Schwinn      

5/6 Katrin Grisdale      

5/6 Jayden Cesarec       

5/6 Brent Kolterman      

5/7 Joe Bollman          

5/7 Ann Kirk             

5/7 Taylor Hawk          

5/8 Caden Figge          

5/8 Opal Jones           

5/8 Bree Todd            

5/8 Chase Oetken         

5/9 Elijah Meitler       

5/9 Claire Shurtz        

5/9 Jamie Hahn           

5/10 Mark Lundin          

5/10 Mary Shieffer        

5/11 Trey Francis         

5/11 Robert Resser        

5/12 Cameron Wilson       

5/13 Catherine Carmichael 

5/13 Jared Meitler        

5/13 Nora Gibson          

5/14 Julie Johnson        

5/14 Steven Deters        

5/14 Kyle Olson           

5/15 Amanda Moen          

5/15 Gracyn Markvicka     

5/15 Mason Ely            

5/16 Joshua Todd          

5/16 Emily Johnson        

5/16 Alexis Potts         

5/18 Deanna Hall          

5/18 Angela Felzien       

5/18 Jerome Shieffer      

5/19 Tayler Nelson        

5/19 Bob Cullers          

5/20 Billie Piper         

5/20 Kaden Dunlap         

5/20 Von Bolton           

5/20 Abigail Ross         

5/21 Bill Moen            

5/22 Molly Bollman        

5/22 Megan Wherley        

5/22 Sarah Briggeman      

5/22 Chad Hodge           

5/22 Brad Hodge           

5/22 Tanner Johnson       

5/22 Eric Londeen         

5/24 Laura Wolf           

5/25 Wade Logan           

5/25 Jennifer Ines        

5/25 Kerry Keeton         

5/26 Hyder Jasim          

5/27 Aaron Keeton         

5/27 Benjamin Keeton      

5/28 Megan Walker         

5/28 Blake Area           

5/28 Beverly Martin       

5/28 Huston Gibson        

5/29 Jessica Russell      

5/30 Zachary Koch         

5/30 Dennis Winter        

5/30 Meredith Johanning   

5/30 Taylor Jones         

5/30 Andrew Brockman      

March Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

182 

Income $ 58,337.25 

Expenses $ 41,567.04 

Budget $  49,095.08 

Income YTD $ 156,323.37  

Expenses YTD $ 131,061.30 

Budget YTD $ 147,285.24 

Register NOW 

for VBS 

June 12-16 

8:30-11:30 a.m. at 

First Lutheran 

Find the registration link at 

www.firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Scroll to the bottom of the 

home page and click on  

Register for VBS 

Interested in volunteering?  

You can sign up using the 

same link! 

For those who receive First 

Matters electronically, click 

here to register. 

http://www.firstlutheranmanhattan.org
https://goo.gl/forms/cmvCF7zAB7WI5Y0D3
https://goo.gl/forms/cmvCF7zAB7WI5Y0D3


Rev. Jerry Reynolds 
Senior Pastor 
pastorjerry@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Deacon Kyle Olson 
Director of Spiritual Growth 
kyle@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kathryn Focke 
Director of Evangelical Outreach 
kathryn@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Megan Wherley 
Director of Congregational Life 
megan@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Tynisha Moore 
Director, LOG School 
tynisha@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kelly Peterson 
Office Administrator 
kelly@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Julie Londeen 
Bookkeeper 
julie@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

 7pm Prayer Shawls 

5:45pm LOG Staff Mtg 

7pm Property Team 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health Ministry 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

Blessing of HS Grads 

9am Sunday School & Choir 

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 

11:15 Youth Outing  11am Communion @VC 

11:30am Lunch Bunch 

1:30pm Quilting 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

7pm Esther Circle 6pm First Suppers 

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth 

6pm STM Meal 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Adult Study & Choir 

10am Worship 

5:30pm LOG Board 

7pm Prayer Shawls 11:30am Lydia Circle 5:15pm Bell Choir 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal 5:30pm Worship 

 

9am Adult Study & Choir 

10am Worship 

11:30am Worship Team 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 

 

 
 
 5:15pm Bell Choir 

 
 

6pm First Suppers 

 
 

6pm STM Meal 

9am Men at First 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Adult Study & Choir 

10am Worship   

Luther League @WoF 

5:15pm Bell Choir    

May 2017 


