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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds 

votion to even things with God.  

But we can’t.   

Lent is not what we can do for 

God, but in what God has al-

ready done for us, is doing, and 

promises yet to do.  Not just to 

repent of our sins, but to open 

our hearts to God in faith and 

God’s promptings in life. Not 

that penance or making 

amends is bad thing!   

But Lent is not about giving 

things up; it’s about taking 

things on.  What we take on 

should enable us to recommit 

ourselves to God, who has 

been so gracious to us. Things 

that strengthen our faith and 

trust in God. Things that open 

our eyes to the fact that God is 

the one in whom we trust for 

our salvation. Lent is not reac-

tive; it is proactive. 

So the right questions for the 

Lenten season would be: “Why 

do we take things on?  Pastor, 

what are you taking on?  And 

why only 40 days?” 

We take things on to bear 

Christ to others in our daily 

lives.  I’m taking on a healthier 

commitment to my family, this 

wonderful congregation and 

myself.  But not for only forty 

days, hopefully for the rest of 

my days.   

Lent is a time to go into the 

wilderness with Christ, a time 

to resist the temptations of the 

devil with Christ, and a time to 

die and rise with Christ at the 

end of the 40 days. In short, 

Lent is a renewal of baptism. 

Each year as we begin our Len-

ten journey I’m often asked, 

“Pastor, why do we give things 

up?  Pastor, what are you giv-

ing up? And Pastor, why forty 

days?”  

Jesus spent 40 days in the wil-

derness fasting—one day for 

each year that the people of 

Israel spent wandering in the 

wilderness after Moses led 

them out of slavery in Egypt. 

Because Jesus spent 40 days 

of fasting in the wilderness 

while being tempted by the 

devil, the Church has for centu-

ries, observed 40 days of Lent 

(except Sundays) prior to East-

er. 

That's what most Christians 

have done for centuries. 

They've had their Mardi Gras or 

Shrove Tuesday – a day to get 

rid of the fats, carbs, and the 

alcoholic beverages from the 

house by having one huge par-

ty. Then on Ash Wednesday, 

they have gone to God's house 

to confess their utter broken-

ness before God. They have 

been marked with ashes and 

heard the words, “Remember 

you are dust and to dust you 

shall return."  

For those next 40 days, Chris-

tians have denied themselves 

the pleasures of desserts, 

breads, chocolate, tobacco, 

one meal each day, etc. We see 

this season as a time to make 

amends, to perform acts of de-

St. Paul tells us, “In Christ we 

are a new Creation.” Be-

cause of our relationship with 

God, strengthened by our 

Baptism, we are safe to ven-

ture forth.  

But we never journey alone; 

we journey with Christ and 

one other.  Being a new crea-

tion. 

So what are you taking on in 

Lent?  

My love to you in Christ, 
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Mark January 

Any individual, 

R 
eformation  

500 

How Beautiful Upon the Mountains  

Are the Feet of Those Who Bring Good Tidings 
In keeping with our Reformation 500 emphasis this year, one of the designated offerings for 
March is Lutheran Bible Translators, who brings good tidings to as many corners of the world as 
they can.  The connection between LBT and the Reformation?  One of Martin Luther’s greatest 
contributions to the Reformation was his translation of the Bible into German, which he did be-
cause he wanted common people, “the farm boy and the milkmaid,” to “feel” the words of Scrip-
ture “in the heart.” He completed a rough draft of the New Testament in 11 weeks!  

What better way for us to celebrate the Reformation than to help those who continue working to 
bring the Scriptures into the hearts of people who do not yet know Christ.  Approximately 180 
million people currently have no access to God’s word in their own “heart language.” 

So far, Lutheran Bible Translators has translated the New Testament into 36 languages, and the 
entire Old and New Testaments into 5.  There are 22 more translations in progress.  How do you 
say “thumbs” and “toes” in the Themne language?  They are the same – “big fingers”.  “Hail” is 
“falling stars.”  They have no word for “purple.”   Did you even know there was a Themne lan-
guage?  It’s in Sierra Leone.   

Lutheran Bible Translators is an independent Lutheran mission organization headquartered in 
Concordia, Missouri. You can learn more about LBT on their website, us.lbt.org.  An article you 
will find there, “The Translation Process,” gives insight into how extensive the work truly is.  I en-
courage you to read it. Many of the world’s minority languages are oral languages. That means 
translators must first create a writing system, then train local teachers to teach reading and writ-
ing.  The challenges of translation are fascinating, and stories about it are regularly included in the 
quarterly newsletter which is sent to anyone who makes personal donations to LBT.    

Please pray for those who do the work of going into corners of the world most of will never ven-
ture into. And especially, pray for those who are hearing for the very first time of God’s love. 

God’s Blessings,                                                                                                                                                  
Karen Jerabek 

mailto:ksusanjames@gmail.com
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Intentionally 
Megan Wherley 

Director of Congregational Life 

Lent is coming, Lent is coming! 

As a staff, we’ve come together 

to discuss what exactly Lent 

means to us, and how we can be 

better at it.  

The theme this coming month is 

taking something on, rather than 

just giving something up. Our so-

ciety is on a constant busy-bee 

schedule, so when it comes to 

Lent, we stick to the easy things: 

giving up chocolate, soda pop, 

etc.; things that we are comforta-

ble with. But this year, we as a 

staff and I personally, want to 

challenge you not only to take 

something on and step out of 

your comfort zone BUT for it also 

to be a month of giving without 

expecting. And no, I do not mean 

just money, folks. I mean giving 

your time, your love, and passing 

on to others the beautiful grace 

given to us. Which includes tak-

ing on the responsibility of build-

ing intentional relationships with 

others that are not like you. Con-

stantly Jesus calls us to step out 

of the box of cozy feelings and 

butterfl ies to fol low his 

“inconvenient” ways throughout 

the Bible.  

I visited the women’s bible study 

the other day, led by Sarah 

Briggeman on Tuesday mornings, 

and conversation came up about 

Gospel and gifts. I think we 

should try and focus taking on 

the Gospel, and giving our gifts – 

whatever those may be – 

throughout the time of Lent.  

m ark your  ca l end ar  

March 8, 15, 22, 29; April 5 
Lenten Meals 

We will gather for a light meal at 
6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings 
before the worship service. These 
meals are hosted by ministry groups or individual 
members of the congregation. All are welcome! 
If you are interested in hosting, please contact 
Megan, megan@firstlutheranmanhattan.org. 

 

 

 
save the date 

flower  
the  

Church 
 

 

 

march 12 
following worship 

“Each of you 

should use  

whatever gift you 

have received to 

serve others, as 

faithful stewards 

of God’s grace in 

its various forms.” 

1 Peter 4:10 AMAZING THINGS 

rarely happen in your 

Comfort Zone. 
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Tynisha Moore 

Program Director 

Believe it or not the term 

“WWJD” was made extremely 

popular almost 20 years ago.  

For those of us that recall this 

phrase from the 90’s, it does 

not seem like it was that long 

ago when the “WWJD” phenom-

enon was sweeping across the 

nation and reminding everyone 

to think “What Would Jesus 

Do?”   

I can remember these letters 

appearing on everything from 

hats to bracelets, t-shirts to 

shoes and I even remember us-

ing the term “WWJD” in every-

day conversation.  Although the 

“fad” of wearing this lettering 

diminished, what the letters 

stand for still have enormous 

weight.   

As move into the Lenten season 

and reflect, we also continue to 

think about taking on the ways 

of Jesus, it doesn’t hurt to ask 

“What would Jesus do?”  Every 

day we are faced with situations 

that require the eyes of compas-

sion and a heart of understand-

ing.  As we continue to work with 

young children and families at 

Lamb of God Early Childhood 

Ministry, we are reminded that 

following the example of Jesus 

and taking on an attitude of love 

and compassion is paramount.   

There are many stories in the 

bible that demonstrate how Je-

sus acted in love, kindness, and 

compassion. This is encouraging 

to us all, showing that we can 

we can also demonstrate the 

same forethought before mak-

ing decisions and show the 

same love when interacting with 

one another.  

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we out to lay down our live for one 
another.  How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or 

sister in need and yet refused help? 1 John 3:16-17  

Our preschool children 

learned all about why we 

mark ourselves with ashes 

on Ash Wednesday, and 

then they helped Mr. Kyle 

make the ashes! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A16-17&version=MSG


5 

 

Page 5 F IRST  MATTERS  

I remember it plain as day.  I was 

sitting on the tarmac at Ben-

Gurion International Airport in Tel 

Aviv.  You might remember that 

fourteen of us from First Luther-

an took a tour of Israel and Pal-

estine in 2013. This international 

pilgrimage was so life changing 

and formative for me that I want-

ed to do it again.  I remember 

thinking, what next?  Mid-flight I 

woke from sleep and said, 

“Reformation!  We are going to 

Germany!”   

Here we are four years later and 

about to embark on our next in-

ternational experience to the 

birthplace of the Lutheran tradi-

tion.  Will this experience be as 

powerful as our trip to the Holy 

Land?  Probably not.  I mean, 

how can it possibly compare to 

walking where Jesus walked?  

However, I believe that it will be a 

rich and formative experience. 

There are 21 of us embarking on 

this great adventure from Berlin 

to Munich including 5 high 

school students and 2 college 

students.  We will begin touring 

on March 17 by seeing a couple 

communist era landmarks: the 

Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Char-

lie.  We will then visit the mas-

sive Protestant Cathedral in Ber-

lin before heading to Wittenberg.  

This is the historic city where 

Martin Luther lived and taught 

Deacon Kyle Olson 

Director of Spiritual Growth 

Germany,  
Here We Come! 

It seems like Christmas with all 

its hope and joy was here only 

last week.  As I reflect on the 

passing of time from Advent to 

Lent I wonder what it was like for 

the earthly family of Jesus in his 

march to the cross.   

There aren’t many references to 

the child of Mary and Joseph dur-

ing his early years. According to 

Luke, Jesus was about thirty 

years old when he began his 

work.  Did his parents have a 

clue about what was to happen 

to their son?   

During Advent, we look forward to 

the coming of the child.  At Christ-

mas we celebrate his birth and 

the hope for the world. Then 

comes Lent – a time of peni-

tence, reflection, and the dread 

of the coming crucifixion.   This 

hope that came to us to set us 

free will have to face the most 

cruel punishment, going willingly 

to his untimely death for us.   

As we approach Lent, how can 

we face this awful truth, that the 

Son of God came to give his life 

for us, poor miserable sinners 

that we are?  What can and 

should we do?  John the Baptist 

told the crowds that they must 

share what God had given them, 

clothing, food, shelter and mon-

ey.  Jesus taught us to love our 

neighbors as ourselves.  Only in 

The Path of  Darkness 
Into Light 
Kathryn Focke 

Director of Evangelical Outreach 

following his teachings to do 

God’s work in the world can we 

find our paths through Lent into 

the bright light of the Resurrec-

tion.  When all seems lost in the 

darkness, the Son comes to 

bring back the joy, hope and light 

that we experienced at Christ-

mas.   

May our outreach ministries at 

First Lutheran help you to find 

your path to salvation in living 

the teachings of Jesus through 

helping others.  Make some time 

in your busy lives to reach out 

and look into the eyes of the 

Lord, the light and hope of the 

world.  

and where he nailed his 95 the-

sis to the church door 500 years 

ago, October 31, 1517.  Other 

sites visited include the cities of 

Erfurt, Eisleben, Augsburg, and 

Leipzig.  We will visit churches 

where Bach performed and learn 

how his Lutheran faith shaped 

his music and ministry.  Addition-

ally, we will visit the Wartburg 

Castle, Neuschwanstien Castle, 

and Oberammergau, home of the 

once-a-decade passion play.   

We end in Munich on March 23, 

but many of us will continue tour-

ing other parts of Europe.  Please 

remember us in your prayers as 

we travel and stay tuned for 

some great pictures and reflec-

tions in the next newsletter. 

“Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy  

would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you’ve delivered, will soon deliver you?  

Mary, did you know? 
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 Approved minutes of the previ-

ous meeting with clarification 

that Caite Kendrick is now liaison 

to Spiritual Growth, with Larry Er-

ickson continuing with Steward-

ship. Stan Tilley serves as liaison 

to the Lamb of God school Board 

of Directors. 

 Received a report on updating 

the constitution, by a task force 

consisting of Larry Davis, Lana 

Oleen and Stan Tilley. Members 

were led through the proposed 

edits to mandatory sections of 

the constitution, chapters 1-9 

and 15-20. These were approved 

for presentation to the congrega-

tion at a meeting to be held at 

the end of April. Possible edits 

and amendments to chapters 10-

14 were presented and briefly 

discussed. They will be consid-

ered in detail at the March 16 

meeting of the council. Also pre-

Submitted by Larry Davis 

For complete minutes, contact the office 

February Council Actions sented were draft versions of 

continuing resolutions providing 

job descriptions for church com-

mittees and boards. These will be 

considered in detail at the March 

meeting. 

 Approved a continuing resolu-

tion, presented by Stan Tilley, the 

council liaison, to facilitate a 

more expeditious hiring process 

for the Lamb of God school. The 

LOG board is now authorized to 

hire teachers and aides, following 

a full hiring process (which in-

cludes necessary background 

checks), with the Congregation 

Council notified each month, but 

not having to complete approval 

of the hiring process prior to a 

person beginning work. This al-

lows for continuity of child care, 

while assuring church oversight 

of the process. 

 Received an update on im-

provements of a cabin at Camp 

Tomah Shinga. Repair of walls 

and ceiling, painting of walls, 

floor and ceiling, installation of 

new toilets and construction of a 

prototype bunk have all been 

completed within budget. Con-

struction of the rest of the new 

bunks is scheduled for third 

week of February. A full account-

ing of time and costs to date will 

be presented at the March coun-

cil meeting. 

 Approved a bid by Schurle Sign 

Co., to install an electronic sign 

at the south side of the sanctu-

ary, atop the present stone sign. 

Final details of funding, mostly 

from memorial gifts, will be pre-

sented at the March meeting. 

Discussed how best to move 

forward with establishment of a 

Mutual Ministry committee, and 

separation of those responsibili-

ties from the current tasks of a 

Personnel committee (which is 

now called Staff Support). Made 

note that Charlee Smith has 

agreed to serve on Staff Support.  

Save the Date! June 12-16, 2017 

First Lutheran will host VBS in cooperation with Peace Lutheran.  

We are currently recruiting volunteers. Please contact  
Kyle Olson, Peggy Foist, or Karen Spaeth if you’d like to help. 

kyle@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 
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Classifieds 

Communion Servers 

Seeking: individuals to serve 

communion one Sunday per 

month. Training is provided, and 

n o  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  a r e  

required—just faith and a willing-

ness to serve. Call the office to 

volunteer. 

Page 7 

Wanted: Lenten Meal Hosts 

First Lutheran is looking for groups or individuals to 

provide a light meal before Wednesday evening 

worship services during Lent. The meal should be 

something simple, like soup, sandwiches, or a 

baked potato bar. We usually serve 20-30 people. 

 

Contact Megan in the church office to sign up! 

Nursery Volunteers 

Wanted: caring individuals to 

volunteer in the nursery approxi-

mately one Sunday per month. 

Volunteers will work closely with 

the Nursery Coordinator to care 

for the youngest members of 

FLC. Anyone working with chil-

dren must attend child protec-

tion training and pass a back-

ground check. If interested, 

please contact Kelly to sign up. 

F IRST  MATTERS  

Birthdays 
3/1 Paul Bode          

3/2 Marsha Peters      

3/2 Bonnie Jones       

3/2 Kitty Eads         

3/2 Jeanette Wagner    

3/3 William Gold       

3/4 Kay Denton         

3/4 Philip Hastings    

3/5 Michael Oetken     

3/5 Jesica Hanson      

3/5 Phaunel Smith      

3/5 Tricia Armstrong   

3/7 Lana Copeland      

3/7 Dan Lazinek        

3/8 Garrett Gordon     

3/8 Domenic Huber      

3/9 Marvin Hachmeister 

3/9 Avery Daniels      

3/9 Havilah Dame       

3/9 Jena Williams      

3/10 Logan Olson        

3/10 Danielle Bales     

3/10 Andrew Sorenson    

3/10 Kristine Young     

3/11 Shelly Wohler      

3/11 William Titterton  

3/11 Paul Wichmann      

3/11 Joshua Reeves      

3/12 Belle Howard       

3/12 Matthew Schindler  

3/13 Sarah Cook         

3/13 Becky Marsh        

3/13 Lydia Huber        

3/14 Gail Hughes        

3/14 Ann Schmid         

3/14 Alexa Berghager    

3/15 Ethan Bryant       

3/15 Terry Busse        

3/16 Shellie Wallace    

3/16 Kelley Jones       

3/16 Melissa Krumm      

3/16 Howard Erickson    

3/16 Trent Dunlap       

3/16 Grace Williams     

3/17 John Wear          

3/17 Justin Kastanek    

3/18 Kateland Alvarado  

3/18 Laura Riley        

3/18 Kathy Ballou       

3/18 Will Lazinek       

3/19 Arthur Thueme      

3/19 Jackie Kerstetter  

3/19 Nicholas Wagner    

3/20 Karen Resser       

3/20 Larry Langemeier   

3/20 Madalyn Morelock   

3/20 Scott Tollefson    

3/20 Saundra Hennigh    

3/20 Sandra Gehrt       

3/20 Jami Maike         

3/20 Betty Braaten      

3/21 Patricia Seabourn  

3/21 Elaine Gordon      

3/21 Kelcy Wilson       

3/21 Brady Sorenson     

3/22 Amanda Byerly      

3/23 Dan Messelt        

3/23 Athen Martinez     

3/23 Noah Grisdale      

3/23 Romilda Nuss       

3/24 Yeremiah Apel      

3/25 Marcia Quick       

3/26 Gillian Armstrong  

3/26 Dwight Johnson     

3/26 Davy Russell       

3/26 Maxwell Barth      

3/27 Andrew Galloway    

3/27 Richard Gray       

3/28 Meagan Milliron    

3/28 Dick Hayter        

3/28 Carole Crumbaker   

3/28 Sandy Siegle       

3/29 Claudia Gordon     

3/29 Jana Baker         

3/29 Amanda Esping      

3/30 Reagan Neitzel     

3/30 Sandy Messelt      

3/30 Alayne Novotny     

3/30 Mia Melander       

3/31 Trisha A. Brown    

3/31 John Gralow        

3/31 Greg Knittel       

January Reports 

Average Weekly Attendance 

181 

Income $ 68,090.40 

Expenses $ 45,409.78 

Budget $  49,095.08 

Income YTD $ 68,090.40  

Expenses YTD $ 45,409.78 

Budget YTD $ 49,095.08 

Hospitality Team Members 

Greeters and ushers are needed 

to help make each Sunday morn-

ing service run smoothly, They 

welcome folks with a smile and a 

handshake, offer a bulletin,  

assist with offering and commun-

ion, and help newcomers find 

their way around the church. If 

you like to make people feel wel-

come, you can serve on a hospi-

tality team! Call the office to join 

a team today! 



Rev. Jerry Reynolds 
Senior Pastor 
pastorjerry@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Deacon Kyle Olson 
Director of Spiritual Growth 
kyle@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kathryn Focke 
Director of Evangelical Outreach 
kathryn@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Megan Wherley 
Director of Congregational Life 
megan@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Tynisha Moore 
Director, LOG School 
tynisha@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Kelly Peterson 
Office Administrator 
kelly@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

Julie Londeen 
Bookkeeper 
julie@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world." 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Manhattan, KS  

Permit No.531 

Return Service Requested 

First Lutheran Church 

Phone: 785-537-8532 
Fax: 785-539-3507 
office@firstlutheranmanhattan.org 

930 Poyntz Ave. 
Manhattan, KS  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

   

Ash Wednesday 
12pm & 6:30pm 

Imposition of Ashes 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

5:30pm Health ministry 

9:30am Director/Staff   

 Meeting 

6pm First Suppers 

High School Retreat 

6pm STM Meal 

High School Retreat 

5:30pm Worship & 

Blood Pressure Check 

9am Sunday School  

10am Worship & Blood 

Pressure Checks 

11:15am Lutheran Heritage 

Tour Meeting 7pm Prayer Shawls 

9:15am Women’s Study 

7pm Property Team 

11:30am Lunch Bunch 

1:30pm Quilting 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

6pm Lenten Meal 

6:30pm Lenten Worship 

7pm Esther Circle 6pm First Suppers 

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth 

6pm STM Meal 

 

8:15am Men @ Vista 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School  

10am Worship  

9:15am Women’s Study 

11am Communion @VC 

11:45am Discipleship 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

6pm Lenten Meal 

6:30pm Worship 

Lutheran Heritage Tour 

through 3/23/17 

 

5:30pm Council 

6pm First Suppers 

 

6pm STM Meal 

4pm Wedding 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 

5:30pm LOG Board 

7pm Prayer Shawls 

 

11:30am Lydia Circle 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

6pm Lenten Meal 

6:30pm Worship 

 
 

6pm First Suppers 

 
 

6pm STM Meal 

9am Men at First 

5:30pm Worship 

9am Sunday School  

10am Worship  9:15am Women’s Study 

3pm LOG Art Night 

5:15pm Bell Choir 

6pm Lenten Meal 

6:30pm Worship 6pm First Suppers 6pm STM Meal  

March 2017 


