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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds  

ually and in so doing to grow 

the Church of Christ. We at 

First Lutheran have many gifts, 

and we are growing. Weõre 

reaching out in evangelism and 

practicing discipleship. But 

spiritual growth is an ongoing 

process; it is not a means to an 

end. It is a journey, not a desti-

nation! 

This year our them at the Cen-

tral States Synod Assembly 

continues its theme of 

òGrowing in Hopeó. The empha-

sis this year is on Discipleship. 

But faith formation and spiritu-

al growth is not a spectator 

sport! It is a contact sport! 

While we will hear and watch 

the many measures of growth 

and change at the Assembly, 

we will be more eager to return 

to First Lutheran and share in 

ways that we here are òRooted 

in Christó and òGifted to Grow.ó 

Over the next several months, 

and beyond, we will be sharing 

these ideas with our congrega-

tion through Temple Talks, 

small groups, activities and 

feedback. Please be thinking 

now of how you envision our 

congregation growing in 

Christõs ministry. Plan to be 

part of a new or continuing 

ministry emphasis at First Lu-

theran. We indeed are gifted 

through your time, talent and 

treasures to grow! We need 

your active discipleship and 

participation. Yes you! Not just 

the ôotherõ folks sitting by you 

in the pews! We need you! 

So many of you have served 

òIn these days between Ascen-

sion and Pentecost, we gather 

with the disciples in the upper 

room, waiting for the Spirit to 

transform the church around 

the world. In the gospel, Jesus 

prays for his followers and for 

their mission in his name. Amid 

religious, social, and economic 

divisions, we seek the unity 

that Jesus had with his Father. 

Made one in baptism, we go 

forth to live our faith in the 

world, eager for the unity that 

God intends for the whole hu-

man family.ó (Sundays and 

Seasons Year A.) 

How we live matters! It matters 

to us, to those whom God 

sends to us, to those we know 

and do not know. We represent 

Jesus the Christ through the 

Holy Spirit given to us in our 

baptism. We are the Spirit and 

Jesus to others who may not 

know him. We do this through 

our Holy living! 

Wow! What an awesome re-

sponsibility God has entrusted 

to our care and for us to share. 

Think about it. What we do and 

how we live matters, and it is 

our responsibility to God. 

At First Lutheran church our 

mission statement says 

òRooted in Christ, we are grow-

ing in faith to bear fruit in the 

world.ó In other words, we are 

òGifted to Grow.ó That is what 

we are called to do, grow spirit-

this congregation over the 

years in so many different 

ways. Yes, many are tired 

and ready for the ôyounger 

folkõ to take the reins. But we 

never retire from serving 

God, we serve as we are 

able. God knows this, you 

know this as well. We have a 

place for all to serve at FLC. 

Our ministry is fruitful, but 

See View on page 2 
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View 
Continued from page 1 

ful travels and vacations! We 

ask that you also remember us 

in your prayers and worship 

while you are away! Our minis-

try continues! We are especially 

excited about Vacation Bible 

School June 12-16. Please plan 

to attend, help, and have your 

children or grandchildren, or 

neighborhood childrené(you 

get the idea!) 

òRooted in Christ, we are grow-

ing in faith to bear fruit in the 

world.ó 

My love to you in Christ,  

 

Pastor Jerry 

the vineyard needs more work-

ers. 

Just as we are to grow the 

church, we need to maintain it! 

A loving reminder from your Pas-

tor, staff and council that we are 

here even when you are away! 

We hope all of you have wonder-

Throughout the Old and New Tes-

taments there are many ac-

counts of the Spirit of God enter-

ing his people, inspiring them to 

do his will. When Jesus was com-

forting the disciples before his 

Ascension, he told them that the 

Holy Spirit would come to them 

and teach them how to teach 

others. He also promised that the 

Holy Spirit would be with all 

those who believe in his teach-

ings and they would bear fruit in 

the world in his name. On that 

early Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 

came to the disciples in the form 

of a violent wind that rested in 

them and they went forth into the 

world and brought many nations 

into Christianity. Today, we cele-

brate Pentecost to celebrate the 

gift of the Spirit with Godõs life, 

breath, and energy living in us.  

Godõs Spirit lives in us in our dai-

ly lives. Itõs that voice inside that 

guides us to live a righteous life, 

loving others as we love our-

selves. Itõs that Spirit within that 

makes us withstand all sorts of 

challenges, good and bad, and 

pushes us to make the right deci-

sions in our world.   

It guides us to see others as we 

see ourselves and to help people 

who need us. Without the Holy 

Spirit, we become a totally selfish 

The Holy Spirit 
Within Us 
Kathryn Focke  

Director of Evangelical Outreach  

society, stepping on the poor, 

hungry, sick and helpless to gain 

our selfish ambitions.   

The work of the Spirit is never 

done. At First Lutheran, we work 

every day to do Godõs work in the 

world. Whether it be spring, sum-

mer, winter or fall, we have the 

challenge to work together to 

bring Godõs spirit into the world 

of  helplessness. We are directed 

to step outside of ourselves and 

listen to what others need and 

help them get there. We do this 

through many ministry activities 

as a congregation as children of 

God. In community outreach pro-

grams, we put the Spirit within us 

to work. We clothe, feed, take 

care of the sick, and all those in 

need as best we can. Summer is 

here, not a time to rest, but a 

time to continue to work in the 

world and make it a better place, 

one person at a time. May that 

voice inside you that òprodsó you 

to get up and do something lead 

you to the church and our minis-

triesétoday.   

òIn the beginning, God 

created the heaven and 

earth. And the earth 

was without form, and 

void; and darkness was 

upon the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of 

God moved upon the 

face of the watersé 

So God created man in 

his own image, in the 

image of God created 

he him; male and 

female created  

he them.ó 

Genesis 1:1-2,27 
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Isnõt that the truth. It probably 

hadnõt occurred to us to put it 

quite like that, but given a mo-

ment of serious thought - which, 

letõs just do - we know Luther is 

right.   

Open your Bible to get the think-

ing going. Wretchedness shows 

up on a lot of the pages. Thereõs 

a good chance the wretchedness 

will be of our own making - Peter, 

warming himself by the fire in-

stead of having the guts to admit 

he knew Christ.  And the wretch-

edness that might - no, will - be 

handed us by just living - òLord, if 

you had been here our brother 

would not have died.ó   

And we get it - we want Jesus to 

hurry to Mary and Marthaõs 

house too. We almost hear him 

weeping when he does get there. 

Surely Mary and Martha are 

weeping again after Jesus calls 

Lazarus out from his tomb. May-

be everyone was.  And that cow-

ard, Peter - after what he did, 

then hearing Jesus say to all of 

them after the resurrection 

òPeace be with youó - who could 

have ever needed Jesus as much 

as Peter did then?  Well é us.   

How can it be otherwise?  We 

know for sure that over and over 

weõre going to kick ourselves for 

what we did, or didnõt, do or say 

too.  And always, somewhere, a 

doctor is telling someone òFour 

to eight months é Iõm so sorry.ó   

Sometimes there in the church 

pew we can barely sing through 

our tears é. òI need Thee, oh, I 

need Thee.  Every hour I need 

Thee...ó  And He comes.  

We donõt understand how, or 

sometime even why, but He 

comes.  òI will not leave you des-

olate; I will come to youó Jesus 

told his disciples before He left 

them. They were probably as be-

wildered as we are about how 

that could be.  As bewildered as 

everyone when Lazarus walked 

out of the tomb, or as the disci-

ples surely were again when Je-

sus showed up in that room. Just 

believe, Jesus said, because He 

knows how our lives are without 

Him. And so we try. And the One 

who comes to us helps us as we 

struggle with that too. 

But thereõs more for us here than 

the assurances we cling to. The 

wretchedness is everywhere - too 

many living apart from Jesus. Too 

many whose grief is almost more 

than they can bear. The story of 

the church at work after Pente-

cost, when the Holy Spirit filled 

so many souls, should fill our 

òLife apart from Christ 
is a wretched business.ó 
Martin Luther 

souls too with a longing to take 

up the work right here, right be-

fore our eyes.  Oh, yes. òWe al-

ready know tható we say. òI donõt 

know how to do that.ó  As though 

that should settle the matter. 

Jesus can help us with our rea-

sons for reluctance too. We are 

needed to carry Christ every-

where.  He will help us figure it 

out, and Heõll be there to help us 

do it.  He said so.  Start by going 

back to the Bible stories. Really - 

do it.  Read John 14-16.  Read 

John 20:30-31.  John wrote what 

he did, he said, that we may be-

lieve, and have life in His 

name.  Who doesnõt need 

that?  Then read Acts.  Take in 

what you can. 

Because somewhere, somebody 

needs you. Brothers are still go-

ing to die. A wife is going to walk 

out of a doctorõs office numb with 

disbelief.  Maybe go look for the 

guy who doesnõt know where to 

turn with the mess heõs made of 

things. Or the one who doesnõt 

even know there is a place to 

turn. Take Jesus with you.   

He knows that we need Him, that 

you need Him, wherever it is that 

you are. 

May the peace of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, 

Karen Jerabek, Chair 

Reformation 500 Committee 
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Ready, Set, Commence!!!!  

Spring is winding down and that 

summertime feeling is in the air. 

As we move toward the end of 

the school year here at Lamb of 

God, we are looking forward to a 

fun and active summer.  

At times we associate this time 

of year with relaxation and rest. 

Although this is a good time to 

take a breath or to get rejuve-

nated, it is also the perfect time 

of year to start moving or contin-

ue to move toward future goals. 

On May 24, Lamb of God cele-

brated the end of the year and 

held a graduation ceremony for 

all of the preschoolers that will 

be moving on to Kindergarten 

adventures in the fall. This year 

we had a super hero theme and 

as you know, heroes are always 

on the move! This òmini com-

mencementó ceremony is a re-

minder to us all to keep moving, 

keep pursing, and keep going 

forward to the next adventure.  

Philippians 3:14 states òI press 

on toward the goal for the prize 

of the heavenly call of God in 

Christ Jesus.ó As followers of 

Christ we are encouraged to 

continue to press, move, and go 

toward the goal set before us.  

The staff and school family of 

Lamb of God are excited for the 

new goals and milestones that 

we will continue to see the chil-

dren accomplish as we go into 

an exciting summer. We would 

love to have you be a part of our 

summer adventures. If you are 

16 years old and looking for a 

fun volunteer experience, con-

tact Tynisha in the FLC office. 

Summer here we comeé.  

Spirit-Breath 
Megan Wherley  

Director of Congregational Life  

Lately, Iõve been trying to be 

more intentional about recogniz-

ing and realizing the importance 

of the Holy Spirit. I think many of 

us have forgotten the signifi-

cance and the role the Spirit pos-

sesses, and has possessed, 

throughout the Old Testament 

and New Testament. The Spirit 

was there for the beginning of 

Creation, and is there when we 

are born into Godõs family. Jack 

Levison in his book, 40 Days with 

The Holy Spirit, calls it instead 

Spirit-breath, because it fills us 

with life, with breath, when our 

bones are dry. 

Somedays we may not feel this 

Spirit-breath, just like somedays 

or prayer; second, it is delibera-

tion, puzzling, critically thinking. 

These two actions are finally fol-

lowed by direction, the word of 

the Spirit.  

As Jesus states earlier in Luke 

11:13 òéhow much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!ó, ask 

and you shall receive direction. 

Maybe that direction is to serve 

as a shepherd/mentor, or lead a 

hospitality team, or cook for fu-

nerals. Ask, and you shall find 

where you fit at First Lutheran. 

Ask, and you shall figure out 

what gifts to use where. Ask, and 

the Spirit-breath will 

lead you where you 

need to go. 

we donõt feel God at work in the 

world around us. Levison uses 

Acts 10:9-10, 19-20 as an exam-

ple to explain the Spirit. Peter 

was hungry and wanted to eat 

something, but while he waited 

for the food, he fell into a trance. 

In Greek, it is called ekstasis. Af-

ter awaking from this trance, he 

stayed where he was, and sat 

there, deliberating about the 

dream. The point of this is that 

Peter did not run to others and 

shout from the rooftops about 

this dream ð he puzzled. Earlier 

in this story, before the dream 

and the food and the puzzling, he 

had prayed. 

Levison argues that there are two 

things that precede the voice of 

the Holy Spirit (this is not to be 

confused with Godõs grace and 

love for us). First, it is discipline, 

Lamb of  God 
Early Childhood Ministry 

Tynisha Moore  

Program Director  
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