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View from the pulpit
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds

“In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather
with the disciples in the upper
room, waiting for the Spirit to
transform the church around
the world. In the gospel, Jesus
prays for his followers and for
their mission in his name. Amid
religious, social, and economic
divisions, we seek the unity
that Jesus had with his Father.
Made one in baptism, we go
forth to live our faith in the
world, eager for the unity that
God intends for the whole human family.” (Sundays and
Seasons Year A.)
How we live matters! It matters
to us, to those whom God
sends to us, to those we know
and do not know. We represent
Jesus the Christ through the
Holy Spirit given to us in our
baptism. We are the Spirit and
Jesus to others who may not
know him. We do this through
our Holy living!
Wow! What an awesome responsibility God has entrusted
to our care and for us to share.
Think about it. What we do and
how we live matters, and it is
our responsibility to God.
At First Lutheran church our
mission statement says
“Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the
world.” In other words, we are
“Gifted to Grow.” That is what
we are called to do, grow spirit-

ually and in so doing to grow
the Church of Christ. We at
First Lutheran have many gifts,
and we are growing. We’re
reaching out in evangelism and
practicing discipleship. But
spiritual growth is an ongoing
process; it is not a means to an
end. It is a journey, not a destination!
This year our them at the Central States Synod Assembly
continues its theme of
“Growing in Hope”. The emphasis this year is on Discipleship.
But faith formation and spiritual growth is not a spectator
sport! It is a contact sport!
While we will hear and watch
the many measures of growth
and change at the Assembly,
we will be more eager to return
to First Lutheran and share in
ways that we here are “Rooted
in Christ” and “Gifted to Grow.”
Over the next several months,
and beyond, we will be sharing
these ideas with our congregation through Temple Talks,
small groups, activities and
feedback. Please be thinking
now of how you envision our
congregation growing in
Christ’s ministry. Plan to be
part of a new or continuing
ministry emphasis at First Lutheran. We indeed are gifted
through your time, talent and
treasures to grow! We need
your active discipleship and
participation. Yes you! Not just
the ‘other’ folks sitting by you
in the pews! We need you!
So many of you have served

this congregation over the
years in so many different
ways. Yes, many are tired
and ready for the ‘younger
folk’ to take the reins. But we
never retire from serving
God, we serve as we are
able. God knows this, you
know this as well. We have a
place for all to serve at FLC.
Our ministry is fruitful, but
See View on page 2
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View
Continued from page 1

the vineyard needs more workers.
Just as we are to grow the
church, we need to maintain it!
A loving reminder from your Pastor, staff and council that we are
here even when you are away!
We hope all of you have wonder-

The Holy Spirit
Within Us
Kathryn Focke
Director of Evangelical Outreach

“In the beginning, God
created the heaven and
earth. And the earth
was without form, and
void; and darkness was
upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of
God moved upon the
face of the waters…
So God created man in
his own image, in the
image of God created
he him; male and
female created
he them.”
Genesis 1:1-2,27
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ful travels and vacations! We
ask that you also remember us
in your prayers and worship
while you are away! Our ministry continues! We are especially
excited about Vacation Bible
School June 12-16. Please plan
to attend, help, and have your
children or grandchildren, or
neighborhood children…(you
get the idea!)

“Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the
world.”

Throughout the Old and New Testaments there are many accounts of the Spirit of God entering his people, inspiring them to
do his will. When Jesus was comforting the disciples before his
Ascension, he told them that the
Holy Spirit would come to them
and teach them how to teach
others. He also promised that the
Holy Spirit would be with all
those who believe in his teachings and they would bear fruit in
the world in his name. On that
early Pentecost, the Holy Spirit
came to the disciples in the form
of a violent wind that rested in
them and they went forth into the
world and brought many nations
into Christianity. Today, we celebrate Pentecost to celebrate the
gift of the Spirit with God’s life,
breath, and energy living in us.

society, stepping on the poor,
hungry, sick and helpless to gain
our selfish ambitions.

God’s Spirit lives in us in our daily lives. It’s that voice inside that
guides us to live a righteous life,
loving others as we love ourselves. It’s that Spirit within that
makes us withstand all sorts of
challenges, good and bad, and
pushes us to make the right decisions in our world.
It guides us to see others as we
see ourselves and to help people
who need us. Without the Holy
Spirit, we become a totally selfish
2

My love to you in Christ,

Pastor Jerry

The work of the Spirit is never
done. At First Lutheran, we work
every day to do God’s work in the
world. Whether it be spring, summer, winter or fall, we have the
challenge to work together to
bring God’s spirit into the world
of helplessness. We are directed
to step outside of ourselves and
listen to what others need and
help them get there. We do this
through many ministry activities
as a congregation as children of
God. In community outreach programs, we put the Spirit within us
to work. We clothe, feed, take
care of the sick, and all those in
need as best we can. Summer is
here, not a time to rest, but a
time to continue to work in the
world and make it a better place,
one person at a time. May that
voice inside you that “prods” you
to get up and do something lead
you to the church and our ministries…today.
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“Life apart from Christ
is a wretched business.”
Martin Luther

Isn’t that the truth. It probably
hadn’t occurred to us to put it
quite like that, but given a moment of serious thought - which,
let’s just do - we know Luther is
right.
Open your Bible to get the thinking going. Wretchedness shows
up on a lot of the pages. There’s
a good chance the wretchedness
will be of our own making - Peter,
warming himself by the fire instead of having the guts to admit
he knew Christ. And the wretchedness that might - no, will - be
handed us by just living - “Lord, if
you had been here our brother
would not have died.”
And we get it - we want Jesus to
hurry to Mary and Martha’s
house too. We almost hear him
weeping when he does get there.
Surely Mary and Martha are
weeping again after Jesus calls
Lazarus out from his tomb. Maybe everyone was. And that coward, Peter - after what he did,
then hearing Jesus say to all of
them after the resurrection
“Peace be with you” - who could
have ever needed Jesus as much
as Peter did then? Well … us.

500

How can it be otherwise? We
know for sure that over and over
we’re going to kick ourselves for
what we did, or didn’t, do or say
too. And always, somewhere, a
doctor is telling someone “Four
to eight months … I’m so sorry.”
Sometimes there in the church
pew we can barely sing through
our tears …. “I need Thee, oh, I
need Thee. Every hour I need
Thee...” And He comes.
We don’t understand how, or
sometime even why, but He
comes. “I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you” Jesus
told his disciples before He left
them. They were probably as bewildered as we are about how
that could be. As bewildered as
everyone when Lazarus walked
out of the tomb, or as the disciples surely were again when Jesus showed up in that room. Just
believe, Jesus said, because He
knows how our lives are without
Him. And so we try. And the One
who comes to us helps us as we
struggle with that too.

But there’s more for us here than
the assurances we cling to. The
wretchedness is everywhere - too
many living apart from Jesus. Too
many whose grief is almost more
than they can bear. The story of
the church at work after Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit filled
so many souls, should fill our
3
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souls too with a longing to take
up the work right here, right before our eyes. Oh, yes. “We already know that” we say. “I don’t
know how to do that.” As though
that should settle the matter.
Jesus can help us with our reasons for reluctance too. We are
needed to carry Christ everywhere. He will help us figure it
out, and He’ll be there to help us
do it. He said so. Start by going
back to the Bible stories. Really do it. Read John 14-16. Read
John 20:30-31. John wrote what
he did, he said, that we may believe, and have life in His
name.
Who doesn’t need
that? Then read Acts. Take in
what you can.
Because somewhere, somebody
needs you. Brothers are still going to die. A wife is going to walk
out of a doctor’s office numb with
disbelief. Maybe go look for the
guy who doesn’t know where to
turn with the mess he’s made of
things. Or the one who doesn’t
even know there is a place to
turn. Take Jesus with you.
He knows that we need Him, that
you need Him, wherever it is that
you are.
May the peace of the Holy Spirit
be with us all,
Karen Jerabek, Chair
Reformation 500 Committee
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Lamb of God
Early Childhood Ministry
Tynisha Moore
Program Director

Ready, Set, Commence!!!!
Spring is winding down and that
summertime feeling is in the air.
As we move toward the end of
the school year here at Lamb of
God, we are looking forward to a
fun and active summer.

Spirit-Breath
Megan Wherley
Director of Congregational Life

Lately, I’ve been trying to be
more intentional about recognizing and realizing the importance
of the Holy Spirit. I think many of
us have forgotten the significance and the role the Spirit possesses, and has possessed,
throughout the Old Testament
and New Testament. The Spirit
was there for the beginning of
Creation, and is there when we
are born into God’s family. Jack
Levison in his book, 40 Days with
The Holy Spirit, calls it instead
Spirit-breath, because it fills us
with life, with breath, when our
bones are dry.
Somedays we may not feel this
Spirit-breath, just like somedays
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At times we associate this time
of year with relaxation and rest.
Although this is a good time to
take a breath or to get rejuvenated, it is also the perfect time
of year to start moving or continue to move toward future goals.
On May 24, Lamb of God celebrated the end of the year and
held a graduation ceremony for
all of the preschoolers that will
be moving on to Kindergarten
adventures in the fall. This year
we had a super hero theme and
as you know, heroes are always
on the move! This “mini commencement” ceremony is a reminder to us all to keep moving,
keep pursing, and keep going
forward to the next adventure.

of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.” As followers of
Christ we are encouraged to
continue to press, move, and go
toward the goal set before us.
The staff and school family of
Lamb of God are excited for the
new goals and milestones that
we will continue to see the children accomplish as we go into
an exciting summer. We would
love to have you be a part of our
summer adventures. If you are
16 years old and looking for a
fun volunteer experience, contact Tynisha in the FLC office.
Summer here we come….

Philippians 3:14 states “I press
on toward the goal for the prize

we don’t feel God at work in the
world around us. Levison uses
Acts 10:9-10, 19-20 as an example to explain the Spirit. Peter
was hungry and wanted to eat
something, but while he waited
for the food, he fell into a trance.
In Greek, it is called ekstasis. After awaking from this trance, he
stayed where he was, and sat
there, deliberating about the
dream. The point of this is that
Peter did not run to others and
shout from the rooftops about
this dream – he puzzled. Earlier
in this story, before the dream
and the food and the puzzling, he
had prayed.
Levison argues that there are two
things that precede the voice of
the Holy Spirit (this is not to be
confused with God’s grace and
love for us). First, it is discipline,
4

or prayer; second, it is deliberation, puzzling, critically thinking.
These two actions are finally followed by direction, the word of
the Spirit.
As Jesus states earlier in Luke
11:13 “…how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”, ask
and you shall receive direction.
Maybe that direction is to serve
as a shepherd/mentor, or lead a
hospitality team, or cook for funerals. Ask, and you shall find
where you fit at First Lutheran.
Ask, and you shall figure out
what gifts to use where. Ask, and
the Spirit-breath will
lead you where you
need to go.
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LOG Class of 2017
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Now Go!
Deacon Kyle Olson
Director of Spiritual Growth

These two simple words, the
title of my article, have become
a famous salutation of our pastor since his arrival last year.
Now Go! It isn’t much of a
friendly suggestion, but more of
a command. It is not optional.
These two simple words are uttered and you know what to do.
So it was with the disciples on
Pentecost.
As the wind of the Holy Spirit
touched each of the disciples,
they were given a great many
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gifts. Most noticeable among
them was the ability to speak in
other languages. This was more
than a linguistic miracle. The
disciples became relevant to all
people.
Their message was
made clear.
As we commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation,
we to are reminded of a time
when the Holy Spirit came like a
rushing wind to enliven the Gospel. When the Bible was translated into German, the German
people were able to experience
God’s love for themselves.

I often wonder what today’s
“rushing wind” might be. I propose that one such gust comes
to us in our weekly charge to,
“Now Go!” Through these two
simple words, we are reminded
that we hold the Gospel and are
charged by the Holy Spirit to deliver it to all people, given the
languages were have been gifted with. This might be the language of middle class, an ethnic
dialect, the language of our gender or others. St. Francis is
credited with speaking one of
my favorite quotes, “Preach the
Gospel every day. If necessary,
use words.” Now go!

Do you have a musical gift? If so, we want to hear it!
Sign up to provide special music during a worship service this summer.
Visit the SignUp.com page at http://signup.com/go/JBAxTke
or call the church office to sign up.
6
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April Reports
Average Weekly Attendance
263

Income

$ 41,312.06

Expenses

$ 39,752.64

Budget

$ 49,095.08

Income YTD

$ 197,635.43

Expenses YTD $ 170,813.67
Budget YTD

$ 196,380.32

Classifieds
Communion Servers
Seeking: individuals to serve
communion one Sunday per
month. Training is provided, and
no special skills are
required—just faith and a willingness to serve. Call the office to
volunteer.
Hospitality Team Members
Greeters and ushers are needed
to help make each Sunday morning service run smoothly, They
welcome folks with a smile and a
handshake, offer a bulletin,
assist with offering and communion, and help newcomers find
their way around the church. If
you like to make people feel welcome, you can serve on a hospitality team! Call the office to join
a team today!
Nursery Volunteers
Wanted: caring individuals to
volunteer in the nursery approximately one Sunday per month.
Volunteers will work closely with
the Nursery Coordinator to care
for the youngest members of
FLC. Anyone working with children must attend child protection training and pass a background check. If interested,
please contact Kelly to sign up.
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Leslie Smith
Gary Gordon
Joyce Todd
Chris Hunter
Angie Hurt
Conrad Winter
Ali Peil
Chessel Gibson
Colt Knutson
Jantzen Rickabaugh
Phillip Dix
Andy Thueme
Lori Mussemann
Kadence Grote
Kaitlin Nelson
Edward Palenske
Leroy Hannebaum
Grant Wagner
Steven Hagnauer
Donald Erickson
Max Melander
Noah Williams
Brandon Potts
Shirley Ines
Casei Drewek
Erin Overturf
Heidi Bean
Donna Mosburg
Jeremy Crist
Sharon Glaser
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Bentson Oleen
Michael Schindler
Beka Meitler
Ellen Apel
Daniel Matthews
Kendall Ronningen
Carter Grote
Mariah Messmer
Luke Gibson
Bob Kruh
Kevin Baker
Steve Freshnock
Kevin Wagner
Lois Currie
Brenda Walsh
Lynne Lundberg
Kaitlynn Nelson
Gracen Dame
Ashley Tilton
Mary Gordon
William Moore III
Susan Schindler
Cash Beckley
Roger Williams
Justin Elston
John Anschutz
Rebecca Kendall
Ethan Hamilton
Jessica Shaver
Laura Gullickson
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Scott Jones
William Stephens
Tony Wichmann
John Umland
Stella Tilton
E. Poggi-corradini
Shirley Valdez
Dean Apel
Megan Barnes
Kara Walker
George Shaheed
Kurt Messmer
Rebecca Walmann
Christian Carmichael
Judy Lundberg
Lee Svatos
Diane Hawk
James Wendlandt
Hyde Gibson
M. LaGrange-Aulich
Florence Flinn
Jean Holtman
Kelly Peterson
ReVae Mundt
Veronica Brockman
Gary Brooks
Caleb Petrik

Summer Patio Fellowship
Summer’s here! Join us on the patio on
Sundays after worship for a time of fellowship.
We will have coffee and treats provided by
various groups on most Sundays—other days we
will just enjoy God’s beautiful creation and the
company of our sisters and brothers in Christ.
See you on the Patio!
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"Rooted in Christ, we are growing in faith to bear fruit in the world."

June 2017
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

9am Adult Study
10am Worship & Blood
Pressure Checks
11:15am Patio Fellowship
5:30pm VBS Teacher Mtg

7pm Prayer Shawls

5:45pm LOG Staff Mtg
7pm Property Team

11

12

13

9am Adult Study
10am Worship
11:15am Patio Fellowship

8:30am VBS @ FLC

18

19

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

5:30pm Health Ministry

9:30am Director/Staff
Meeting
6pm First Suppers

6pm STM Meal

5:30pm Worship &
Blood Pressure Check
6:30pm Potluck Meal

7

8

9

10

Synod Assembly

Synod Assembly

Synod Assembly

6pm First Suppers

1:30pm Naomi-Ruth
6pm STM Meal

8:15am Men @ Vista
5:30pm Worship

16

17

8:30am VBS @ FLC
11am Communion @VC

14
8:30am VBS @ FLC
9:30am Coffee Crew
11:30am Lunch Bunch
1:30pm Quilting
7pm Esther Circle

15
8:30am VBS @ FLC
9:30am Director/Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Council
6pm First Suppers

8:30am VBS @ FLC
6pm STM Meal

5:30pm Worship

20

21

22

23

24

9am Men at First
5:30pm Worship

Newsletter Articles Due

9am Adult Study
10am Worship
11:15am Patio Fellowship

5:30pm LOG Board
7pm Prayer Shawls

11:30am Lydia Circle

7pm Stephen Ministry

6pm First Suppers

6pm STM Meal

25

26

27

28

29

30

9:30am Coffee Crew

6pm First Suppers

6pm STM Meal

9am Adult Study
10am Worship
11:15am Patio Fellowship

Office Closed-Training

